0040071
Ver mont Li quors
Cerald O Meara

Louisville, KY 402 | | -2901
May 8, 2003
Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiom It May. Concern:
RE: TTB Notice Number Four

As a retailer, | have watched as tax after

tax on products such as flavored malt

beverages has |lowered nmy profit margin to

the point of nonexistence. Now, the TTB

wants to change the rul es regardi ng FMVBs

and raise prices even nore. | cannot afford

this type of policy! 00000000000000000000O

As sonmeone who relies heavily upon the
sales of flavored malt liquors and the

addi tional revenue generated when consuners
| eave with other products as well, | can
only see doom and gl oom for the country if
addi tional regulations are brought into
play. If consuners cannot afford to buy a
product, then businesses | ose sales. Loss
of sales means a loss of profit. Loss of
profit neans busi nesses have to cl ose and
the federal governnment can't coll ect

addi tional taxes. EVERYONE | oses! [OOOOOOOO

For all of the above reasons, it is evident

that TTB Notice No.4 is a regulatory

di saster in the nmaking. Please oppose these
punitive changes and avert this disaster to

our entire econony. Do not help the TTB to

destroy the flavored malt beverage mnarket.

Thank you. Uidooddoooddooddooodoooddooddn

Si ncerely,

Gerald O Meara



