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Poi nt Pl easant Distributors. |Inc.
Sept enmber 12, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
PO Box 50221

Washi ngt on, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Poi nt Pl easant Distributors supports the proposed rule issued March 2003 by the Tax and
Trade Bureau (TTB) that outlines the al cohol content required in order for flavored malt
beverages (FMB) to be classified as beer. Specifically, the TTB proposes that for an
FMB to be classified as beer, its alcohol content fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed
0. 5%

Poi nt Pleasant Distributors has been a beer whol esal er since prohibition was repeal ed and

is acutely aware of the distinction between beer which gets its al cohol through brew ng

and other drinks that derive their alcohol fromdistilled spirits or fortified wi ne. Beer has
al ways been viewed as a product of noderation while distilled spirits and fortified wi ne

are higher in alcohol content and require a nore sophisticated consuner to be used

safely, The governnment has recogni zed the difference between beer and distilled spirits

as early as the 1800’ s when Congress defined beer and inposed the beer excise tax.

If this proposed rule is not adopted, the traditional distinction between beer and other
al cohol products will, overtine, disappear. The adoption of the TTB 0.5% by vol une
standard woul d ensure that the distinction between beer and ot her al cohol beverages
remai ns clear, real and significant to consumners

Once again, Point Pleasant Distributors encourages the TTB to give final approval to the

proposed 0.5% standard on FMBs.

Si ncererely,

Edward B. Wardel
Pr esi dent

2350 Hi ghway 34, PO Box 619 All enwood, NJ 08720
Phone: 732/223-2337 Fax: 732/223-2330



