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Dear Chi ef

As a beer wholesaler, I wite in support of the 51/49 “mjority” standard for flavored
mal t beveragesO0000000000000000D0OO00OOOOOODOOOOCODOOOOOOO0O0OODOOO0OOOOOOOODOOOODOOOOBOOO
(FMBs), which Notice No. 4 acknow edges would conply with federal |aw

There is no need to take the drastic action of limting flavors to 0.5% when this
reasonabl e conprom se000000000000000000O0O0OOO0O00O0OO0OCOOOO0O0OODOO0OODOOOOOODO0OO0OODOOOOC
woul d:

Ensure the coutinutd availability of today S nost popul ar FMBs products. FMBR |ike

Smrnoff |Ice beAong on retail shelves in the beer section. Establishing the dire 0.5%

standard woul dOOO0O00000O000CO00000OO0000OO0O0O00DOO0O0O0O0OO0O0O00DO0O0O0OOO0OO00DOO00O0ODOOOOCDOOO
force FMB brewers to make costly changes to their production process and raise prices.

All ow brewers to continue to satisfy consuners. According tO Dational reporting seivices,

EM Bs have achi eved remarkabl e accept ance anong consuners who want a bottled ready to

drink, |ow sunmeral cohol beverage but do not prefer the taste of conventionill beers. FMB

grocery channel sales |astO0000000000000000000000COO00000O0O00OC0OO0O0O00ODO0OO0O0ODOO0O0O0OODOOOOC
sumer conprised neatly 6% of the total beer categoly. The mpjority standard will allow

brewers to, 0000000O00O000DOOOO0OOO00CODOO00O0O0OOO0O0OODOO0OOOOOOOODOO0OOOOOOOODOO0O0OODOOODOOL
continue to nmeet consuner demand for new tiavors and taste profil es.

Pronote fairness. The federal governnent (with brewi ng industry concurrence) has for two

decades all owed the use of flavors containing al cohol in beers and EMBs under 6% ABV

wi t hout 000000000 O000ODOO000OO0OCDOOO0O00DOO000DOO0O00OO0O0O000O0000DOOO0000O0000DO0000OO04C
Jimitaticm An entire category of nalt beverages with vatying taste and fl avor types has

been devel oped0000000000000000D0O000OOOOO0ODOOO0O0ODOOOOOOOO0OODOOO0OOOOOO0OODOOOODOOOOOOO
in reliance on that and shoul d not be banned now by new federal regul ations.

Rst, bliNn a national standard that ensures die integrity of the product. The 5149
standard is consistent with numerous other predon)iflaflce and simlar percentage
approaches found in federal and state al cohol regulations and policies. OO00OO000O000O0000OOOO

Thank you for your consideration.

Si ncerely,

Pres
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