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Brewi ng NW Ltd.

341 SW2nd St

Corvallis, Oregon 97333
541 758- 3527

10/ 20/ 2003

Chi ef, Regulations a d Procedures Division
Tax and Trade Bureau

PO Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20 31-0221

RE: OTTB Notice #4
Dear Sir or Madam

Brewing NWLtd. sup orts the proposed standard of canposition for Flavored Malt
Beverages ("FMB") as set forth by the Tax and Trade Bureau (“TTB") In TIB
Notice No. 4 of Marc 2003. This proposal is essential to the beer Industry as it
clearly delineates th difference between beer and other al cohol beveragesl
requiring that the al hal content in FMB's derived fromdistilled al cohol not
exceed 0.5%In ord to be classifled as Noeer.N

The United States h , in the past quarter of a century, experienced a revival in
the brewing industry froma low of 41 breweries to today’s high of nore than
1,400 brewerieS. Th revival |Is predicated on renewed conmitnent to traditlona
processes and beer yles. This dedication to the art of beer has produced
extensive investmen in small businesses and the energence of a group of
consumers who app date the unique properties of beer. Many of our customers

do understand the a ributes of beer and the consequences of this rul emaking
process.

Conti nued success i the small brew ng industry requires maintenance of an even
playing field for all | ustry menbers claimng to produce beer or other malt
beverages. Qur comany regards this proposed rule as a critical step towards
consi stent classificat on of al coholic beverages. An orderly marketpl ace and
consl stency of laws nd regul ati ons establishing al cohol beverage categories are
primary concerns of he brew ng industry.

We reaffirmour corn any’s support for the proposed “0.5% standard for FMBs.
Its consistency with istorical interpretations of federal regulations will help
mai ntain an orderly marketplace and the integrity of the beer category.

Si ncerely,

SEC
David S. Wlls



