<< 0041108 >>

BUDVWEI SER
KI NG OF BEERS



08/ 29/ 2003

Attn: TTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Concerning the proposed rule issued in March by the TTB (outlines al cohol content
requirenents in order for flavored malt beverages to be classified as beer), we at Mdison Bottling Co. support it. The TTB proposes that for a flavored malt beverage to be classified as beer, its al cohol content
fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed 0.5% J000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000DO0O00000DO0O0DO0OO000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O!



Beer is a unique product that has al ways be taxed and regul ated differently than other al cohol beverages. The “0.5 by vol unme standard” if adopted by the | TB woul d keep the integrity of beer and the brew ng process.

Keepi ng the regul atory process consistent is also very inportant. States of course have regul atory power over alcohol, but nost follow the federal guidelines. The proposed rule woul d naintain the narketplace order

and not change the state licensing, taxation and distribution policies. Any changes would be difficult for beer whol esalers to deal with and survive. |f beer and other beverages (that get a npjority of their al cohol
fromdistilled spirits) are considered the sane, and traditional distinctions disappear, nmany other producers of alcohol beverages will try to categorize their products as beer products. J0000000000000000000O0OCOO0OO0OOO
Beer is made through a brewing process. It is different than distilled spirits, and fortified wine. The 0.5% standard will maintain the integrity of beer.

Al 15 of us at Madison Bottling Co. in Madison, M nnesota support the .05% standard
and hope the TTB would give it the final approval.



Si ncerely,

Ti m Rot h
Ownner / Oper at or

MADI SON BOTTLI NG COMPANY



R2 East Hwy. 40 . Madison, M nnesota 56256 tel: (320) 598-7573



