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MAKE | T M KESO
Sept ember 30 2003

M. WIIiam Foster

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
ATTN: Notice No. 4

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and trade Bureau
Post O fice Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

RE: [DNoti ce No. 4, TTB Proposed Rul emaki ng, Flavored Malt Beverages Rel ated
Proposal s

Dear M. Foster:

I wite as an enpl oyee of Mke’s Hard Lenpbnade Conpany, to oppose Al cohol and

Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (“TTB”) Notice No. 4, which would severely limt the

use of flavors containing alcohol in flavored malt beverages, also referred to as FMBs. |
support the nore reasonable majority standard that would all ow such flavoring materials
to contribute up to 49% of the al cohol content of an FMB.

The regul atory changes proposed in Notice No.4, will threaten the future of Mke's.
Virtually all FMBs today derive a majority of their alcohol content fromflavors. Notice
No. 4 proposes to drastically change | ong-standing federal policies that have permtted
the use of a wide range of flavoring materials in FMBs by limting the al cohol
contribution fromthese ingredients to | ess than 0.5% al cohol by volunme. Should this
unprecedented change in the regulatory policy go into effect, Mke’s will be forced to
make changes.

If Mke' s continues to use their current FMB formulas, Notice No. 4 will require that
their products be reclassified as distilled spirits.

If Mke' s changes its formulas to conply with proposed 0.5% standard, it is unclear that
the taste profiles will be the sane. Refornulation will be expensive and the effect on
price will be high.

As TTBs final rules will determine the futures of all FMBs and those business that rely
on the viability of this beverage category, | strongly urge TTB to adopt a majority
standard rather than its current proposal.

Sincerely, <Jj>

Drew Lennert
Sal es Manager —New Jersey —M ke’ s Hard Lenobnade



