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Dear Chief of Regulations and Procedures Division:

I commend you for your efforts in drafting regulations relating to flavored malt beverages. While I
concur that this issue needs to be addressed at the federal level, it does not make sense from a
manufacturing or consumerst perspective to have varying standards or definitions of flavored malt
beverages throughout the country.

The rapid growth of this product is substantial. I believe that regulations need to be adopted that are
not only business friendly relating to the current market share of flavored malt beverages but that also
do not alienate current and future consumers of the product. Current manufactures of flavored malt
beverages have invested significant time and money to develop a product that is competitive within
the “malt beverage” market. I would trust that the final regulations will ensure the continued
availability of today’s most popular flavored malt beverages.

For two decades, the federal government has allowed the use of flavors containing alcohol in beers
and flavored malt beverages under 6 percent alcohol by volume without limitation. The proposed
regulations should be designed under the notion that specific guideIines relating to flavored malt
beverages are already in place, and any changes are simply clarifying existing law. Most importantly, I
would trust that the final regulations would promote fairness within the “malt beverage” market.

Once again, thank you for your diligent work on this issue.

Sincerely,

JEROME E. HORTON
Committee Chair
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