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Dear Mr. Foster :

I am writing with regard to Notice No . #41, which seeks to institute new rules fo r
alcoholic beverage labeling .

While I do not oppose the idea of providing greater information to consumers regardin g
calorie content, ingredients and other nutritional issues on alcoholic beverage labels, I a m
concerned about the proposal to display alcohol content in terms of pure alcohol per "standar d
serving." This could be misleading and potentially dangerous for consumers who might come t o
believe that drinking three beers is the same as drinking three martinis, which are individuall y
mixed and often contain varying amounts of spirits . The problem is that a "standard serving "
might vary widely from drink to drink, depending on its recipe and the person who is preparin g
it .

In my view, the longtime federal policy of using the percentage of alcohol by volume, o r
proof to describe alcohol content continues to be the most appropriate means of addressing thi s
issue. In general, consumers are accustomed to this system and understand it, so why fi x
something that isn't broken ?

I appreciate your attention to this issue . Thank you for your consideration of my views .

Sincejely,

George Onorat o
State Senator, 12th S D
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