
MORRIS CHAFETZ & ASSOCIATES
3129 DUMBARTON STREET, N . W.

September 21, 2005

	

WASHINGTON, D. C . 20007

(202) 338-005 9

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Divisio n
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Burea u
Attn: Notice No . 4 1
P.O. Box 1441 2
Washington, DC 20044-441 2

Re :

	

Notice No . 4 1

Dear Chief:

Having completed 50 years of work in the field of alcoholism treatment, which included a 5-year
tenure as founding director of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, I am
pleased to offer my views on your Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on alcoho l
beverage labeling and advertising .

I have long advocated greater recognition of the role of the individual adult consumer in making
responsible decisions about what and how much to drink . Many of the proposals you are
considering will obviously help consumers make those decisions . In particular, allowing
container labels to list the following, in an easy-to-read format, will be a valuable addition t o
consumer knowledge :

• Alcohol content
• Alcohol per serving, expressed either in grams or fluid ounces
• Servings per containe r
• Fat, carbohydrates, calories and protein per servin g
• Any known allergens present in the final produc t

I heartily endorse allowing beer, wine and spirits makers to provide consumers with additional
basic product information on container labels . Alcoholic beverages are alone among consumabl e
goods in not providing the basic factual product information provided on food, drugs and dietary
supplements. Consumers can only benefit from having ready access to this information . Once
consumers have that information literally at hand, they can make informed choices about what
and how much to drink . Permitting this information will also make it easier for consumers t o
place their drinking in the context of the federal advice offered in the Dietary Guidelines fo r
Americans .

I urge TTB to move expeditiously to permit industry members to provide this basic informatio n
on their labels, and I urge you to allow placement of this information while your rulemaking
process runs its course .

Sincerely,

Morris E . Chaff tz, M .



President

cc: Secretary John W. Snow, Department of the Treasury
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