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VIA FACSIMILE AND EMAIL
202-927 -8525
nvnn@ttb.gov

Director

Regolations and Rulings Division
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P.O. Box 14412

Washington D.C. 20044-4412

Attention: Notice No. 65

I. INTRODUCTION
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These comments represent the views of Swedish Match North America ("Swedish
Match") and its sister company, General Cigar Co., Ine ("General Cigar"). We are a
member and serve on the Board of Directors of the Cigar Association of America
("CAN'). Swedish Match and General Cigar offer the following comments with
particular reference to their own product lines of machine made mass market cigars and
hand rolled premium cigars.

By way of background, Swedish Match's mass market cigars consist of such
notable brands as White Owl and Garcia y Vega, and General Cigar's premium cigar
lines include such offerings as Macanudo, Cohiba, Partagas, Punch and Hoyo de
Monterrey. Together, the two companies produce in excess of 2,200 stock keeping units
("SKUs").

While we appreciate the TTB' s effort to clarify the definition of little/small
cigars, we urge the TTB to reconsider broadening the scope of its proposal to include
large cigars. Swedish Match and General Cigar contend that the proposed regulations
should exclude both machine made mass market and hand Tolled premium large cigars
for the reasons set forth below, or in the alternative consider modifying the proposed
regulations in light of the questions raised and suggestions posited in our comments.




