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Figure 1 – Excise Tax Liability for Occasional or One-Time Importation of Firearms and Ammunition
Thursday, May 24, 2007
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Are you an association, 

partnership or corporation, 
not an individual?

Are you selling or using the 
firearm or ammunition for your 
business in the United States?

Are you a nonresident 
temporarily importing for use 
in specific event or action (for 
example, any lawful sporting 

purpose, official law 
enforcement, or repair)?

No tax.

You use the firearm or 
ammunition only for personal 

use.

You return with same 
firearm or ammunition 

that you had in the United 
States before (see note 1).

You acquired and used 
the firearm or ammunition 
for purposes outside the 

United States before 
importation

Taxed when 
sold or used

Before current 
importation firearms or 
ammunition was sold in 
the United States on or 

after 2/25/1919
(see note 2)

Taxed when 
sold or used

No tax.

Yes

No

The firearm or 
ammunition was sold in 
the United States on or 

after 2/25/1919 
(see note 2)

Before this importation, 
firearm or ammunition was 
sold and used in the United 
States on or after 2/25/1919

(see note 2)
Firearm or ammunition 
returned in unused and 
undamaged condition

Firearm or ammunition sold by 
manufacturer for export or directly to 

a U.S. military department, or for 
which manufacturer or exporter 

received credit or refund
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Note 1 – If firearm or ammunition while outside United States has additional work done that 
constitutes further manufacture, the answer to this question is No.

Note 2 – If first date of sale in United States is not known, you may elect to use the following 
rule: If manufactured prior to 1919, the first sale of the firearm or ammunition is presumed to 
occur before February 25, 1919.  If manufactured during 1919 or after, the first sale of the 
firearm or ammunition is presumed to occur on or after February 25, 1919.
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