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TTB Disclaimer

This information is being presented to help the public to understand and comply 
with the laws and regulations that the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 
(TTB) administers. 

It is not intended to establish any new, or change any existing, definitions, 
interpretations, standards, or procedures regarding those laws and regulations.

In addition, this presentation may be made obsolete by changes in laws and 
regulations.

Please consult the applicable laws and regulations for the most current 
requirements.
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TTB Overview
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TTB Overview

• We are a bureau within the Department of the Treasury
• We currently have about 480 employees
• Our headquarters are in Washington, DC
• The National Revenue Center is in Cincinnati, Ohio 
• We have field offices located across the country
• We have 4 laboratories, located in Maryland and California
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TTB Mission

• COLLECT the taxes on alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and 
ammunition;

• PROTECT the consumer by ensuring the integrity of alcohol 
products; 

• ENSURE only qualified businesses enter the alcohol and 
tobacco industries; and 

• PREVENT unfair and unlawful market activity for alcohol and 
tobacco products.
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TTB Organizational Chart
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National Revenue Center

• Issues permits/notices/registrations
• Processes tax returns, operational reports, and claims
• Located in Cincinnati, Ohio
• Toll-Free: 877-882-3277
• Web Form: Submit Online Inquiry
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Alcohol Labeling and Formulation 
Division

• Processes applications for formula approval
• Processes applications for label approval
• Located in Washington, DC
• Toll-Free: 866-927-2533 
• Web Form: Submit Online Inquiry
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Follow the TTB Path

Qualify with Notice 
or Permit

Apply for formula 
approval 
(if needed)

Produce alcohol 
beverages

Apply for label 
approval 
(if needed)

Bottle/keg and 
remove/sell

File tax return, pay 
taxes, file 

operational report

Ongoing once your Brewer’s Notice, Distilled Spirits Plant Permit, or Winery Permit is approved: 
1) Keep records of operations    2) report changes to your business to TTB
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TTB Laws and 
Regulations
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TTB Laws and Regulations*
Domestic Producers

• Internal Revenue Code (IRC) 
– Part 19 Distilled Spirits Plants
– Part 24 Wine
– Part 25 Beer

• Federal Alcohol Administration Act (FAA Act) 
– Part 4 Labeling and Advertising of Wine
– Part 5 Labeling and Advertising of Distilled Spirits
– Part 7 Labeling and Advertising of Malt Beverages

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB) 14

* Not a complete list

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.15;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.19;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.20;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a&rgn=div5&view=text&node=27:1.0.1.1.2&idno=27
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.3;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.5;idno=27;cc=ecfr
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IRC Requirements for (Domestic) Alcohol 
Beverage Products

• Applies to all alcohol beverage products produced in the U.S. 
• Includes: 

– Qualification
– Recordkeeping requirements and reports
– Taxes
– Formulas (for some alcohol beverage products)
– Minimum marks, brands and label requirements
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FAA Act Requirements

• Applies to domestic and imported alcohol beverage 
products, but only if they are sold or shipped ... in interstate 
commerce* 

• Includes: 
– Labeling requirements
– Certificates of Label Approval (COLA)
– Advertising
– Trade practices

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB) 16

*Other conditions may apply for labeling and COLA requirements
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Qualification:
Permits
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Business Entity and Commodity 
Operations

• Your information in Permits Online is organized in two 
different kinds of records
– The entity record equates to a single company or business entity, 

represented by a unique Employer Identification Number (EIN)  
– A commodity operations record is created for each TTB-regulated 

operation or permit, registration, or notice the entity is approved 
for

• A typical entity record will have at least one, but may have 
multiple commodity operations records associated with it

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB) 18
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Business Entity and Commodity 
Operations 

19ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB)

Entity Record 

Our Business, Inc.
(EIN 12-3456789)

Commodity Operations Record

Distilled Spirits Plant  

Commodity Operations Record

Winery   

Commodity Operations Record

Brewery
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Business Entity and Commodity 
Operations 

• When applying to start a new TTB-regulated business, you’ll 
complete both a new entity application and a new 
commodity operations application for each permit, 
registration, or notice you need

• If you need to file an amendment related to the business 
entity, you will file one application and the changes are 
associated with each TTB permit, registration, or notice held 
by that company
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Changes to Your Entity that You Must 
Report to TTB

• Changes in: 
– the legal business name
– controlling ownership
– any partner or general partner
– any stockholder or members 

holding ownership of 10 
percent or more

– corporate officer, directors, or 
any titled positions

• Adding, revoking, or 
changing: 
– signing authority 
– power of attorney 

• Termination of all TTB-
regulated operations under 
your EIN (going completely 
out of business) 
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Changes to Your Commodity Operations 
That You Must Report*

• Change in: 
– premises location
– bond
– construction or use of building
– operations 
– DBA/Operating name
– mailing address

• Adding or removing: 
– trade names
– noncontiguous premises
– alternation of premises
– alternation of proprietor 
– variance or alternate method

• Termination of operations at 
one location, but keeping 
other operations/locations 
under the same EIN open 

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB) 22

*requirements vary slightly by commodity
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Resources
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Resources

Apply for a Permit: Qualifying with TTB 
https://www.ttb.gov/business-tools/qualify-with-ttb

Permits Online Customer Page 
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/customer-support

Permits Online Tutorial 
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/ponl-launch

State Alcohol Beverage Authorities 
https://www.ttb.gov/wine/alcohol-beverage-control-

boards

Alcohol FAQs
https://www.ttb.gov/faqs/alcohol

Maintaining Compliance in a TTB-Regulated Industry
https://www.ttb.gov/business-central/industry-

members-responsibilities

Overview of the Application Process 
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl-help/permits-online-

overview-of-the-application-process

Laws, Regulations, and Public Guidance
https://www.ttb.gov/laws-regulations-and-public-

guidance

https://www.ttb.gov/business-tools/qualify-with-ttb
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/customer-support
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/ponl-launch
https://www.ttb.gov/wine/alcohol-beverage-control-boards
https://www.ttb.gov/faqs/alcohol
https://www.ttb.gov/business-central/industry-members-responsibilities
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl-help/permits-online-overview-of-the-application-process
https://www.ttb.gov/laws-regulations-and-public-guidance
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Contact Us

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU (TTB) 24

Questions? 
Contact the National Revenue Center at:

• Toll-Free: 877-882-3277 / 877-TTB-FAQS
• Use our National Revenue Center Contact Form

Representatives are Available:
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ET Monday - Friday (except on federal holidays) 

https://www.ttb.gov/contact-nrc


Formulas
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Vonzella C. Johnson
Formula Specialist
Alcohol Labeling and Formulation Division
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TTB Disclaimer

Notice:
• This information is being presented to help the public to understand and comply with the 

laws and regulations that the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 
administers. 

• It is not intended to establish any new, or change any existing, definitions, 
interpretations, standards, or procedures regarding those laws and regulations.

• In addition, this presentation may be made obsolete by changes in laws and regulations.
• The examples in this presentation are for purposes of illustration only and do not 

represent actual products.  
• Please consult the applicable laws and regulations for the most current requirements.
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Common Formula Questions

– What is a formula?

– Why is a formula required?

– What types of distilled spirits require formula review?

– How is a formula submitted?

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 27



What is a Formula - A Basic Definition

– A formula is a recipe

– It must indicate a total yield, or batch size

– It must have a quantitative list of ingredients

– It must include a description of how the product is 
produced

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 28



Why is a Formula Required?

• It’s required per TTB regulations. (27 CFR 5.27)
• Generally, an approved formula is required to:

– Blend
– Mix
– Purify
– Refine
– Compound                                             
– Or treat spirits in a manner which results in a change of:

• Character
• Composition
• Class or type of the spirits                                             

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 29



Why is a Formula Required?
– 27 CFR 5.22 contains the 12 Standards of Identity 

• Some classes are straightforward, for example, Rum, while other products 
have more working parts that require label disclosure

• A product may have a particular requirement to satisfy in order to belong 
to a given class

– Formula review finds a “home” for a product and describes its working parts  
– A class, type, or statement of composition represents the outcome of this 

process  
• Additional information may be added for labeling reasons

– Not all products will require a formula

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 30

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=e5b4165bf5cb9a768384f7016ccdf3d3&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.5#se27.1.5_122


When is a Formula Required?
– The use (except as authorized for production or storage operations 

as provided by 27 CFR part 19) of any physical or chemical process 
or any apparatus which accelerates the maturing of the spirits

– The steeping or soaking of fruits, berries, aromatic herbs, roots, 
seeds, etc., in spirits.

– The artificial carbonation of spirits
– The blending in Puerto Rico of spirits with any liquors 

manufactured outside of Puerto Rico
– (See 27 CFR 5.27 for additional processes that require formula approval)

Which Alcohol Beverages Require Formula Approval Tool
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Are Formulas Required for all Products?

• Not all products require formula review 
• Time saving resources:

– Which Alcohol Beverages Require Formula Approval Tool

– TTB G 2016-3 - Pre-COLA Product Evaluations for Distilled Spirits Products

– TTB G 2017-5 - Alcohol Beverage Formula Approval with Lab Sample Analysis 

– TTB Ruling 2016-3 - TTB Approves General-Use Formulas for Certain Distilled 
Spirits Produced Using Harmless Coloring, Flavoring, or Blending Materials

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 32

https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/which-alcohol-beverages-require-formula-approval
https://www.ttb.gov/images/industry_circulars/archives/2007/pre-cola_eval_spirits.pdf
https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/formula-approval-with-laboratory-sample-analysis
https://www.ttb.gov/images/pdfs/rulings/2016-3.pdf


How to Submit a Formula

– Formulas Online is part of the TTB electronic storefront on 
www.ttbonline.gov

• You must register for an account before you can use 
Formulas Online:

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 33

https://www.ttb.gov/what-we-do/online-services/formulas-online
http://www.ttbonline.gov/


What TTB Looks For

– Class and Type – Is the base produced according to the stated 
standard for the specified class and type?

– Flavors and Flavor Ingredient Data (FID) sheets

– Food safe ingredients under FDA regulations (including 
Generally Recognized As Safe or GRAS ingredients)

– Restricted and prohibited ingredients
– Colors
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Compounded Flavors
• Types:

– All natural
– Natural and artificial containing less than or equal to 0.1% artificial 

content topnote
– Natural and artificial containing greater than 0.1% artificial content 

topnote
– All artificial
– Non-flavor:  product is not a flavor (e.g., Cloud Emulsion)

• Submitted to TTB Nonbeverage Lab for Review
• May contain coloring materials
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Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet 
(FID Sheet or FIDS)

• A FID Sheet is a document that includes information about certain ingredients 
used to make a compounded flavor

• Submit one for each compounded flavor used in your product
• The FID Sheet allows TTB to:

– Ensure that the compounded flavor has been evaluated by the TTB Nonbeverage 
Products Laboratory (NPL) 

– Verify that your beverage does not contain any ingredients in excess of the limits 
prescribed by TTB or by FDA 

– Ensure the appropriate labeling of your product.
– Ensure your product complies with TTB restrictions governing how much of the 

alcohol in your beverage may be derived from flavors and other nonbeverage 
ingredients containing alcohol.

• See TTB G 2017-4 for additional information and examples.
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https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/fids.shtml


Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet 
(FID Sheet or FIDS)

• Flavor manufacturer supplies form to the Producer.

• FID based on exchange between flavor producer 
and TTB Nonbeverage Laboratory

• It lists concentration of limited ingredients in PPM

• Lists any colors used in flavor

• States alcohol content of flavor

• This information, combined with the use rate 
determines classification of flavor
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FID Header
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Limited Ingredients Section
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TTB Limited Ingredients

• There are four artificial flavoring materials that are TTB 
limited ingredients:
– Synthetic maltol
– Ethyl maltol
– Synthetic vanillin
– Ethyl vanillin

• If the limits for these ingredients are exceeded, a “natural 
flavor” is treated as an “artificial flavor” in the product
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Ingredient Specification Sheet 
(Spec Sheet or Technical Data Sheet)

• A spec sheet is a document or label that lists or describes the 
contents of an ingredient that is made from more than one 
component

• Submit a spec sheet for each ingredient that is made from 
more than one component, e.g., a fruit juice made from 
water, apples, and sugar

• Should not be used for compounded flavors (use FID sheet)
• See TTB G 2017-3 for additional information and examples

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 41

https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/sample-spec-sheet.shtml


FDA Requirements

• FDA has authority over food and ingredient safety
– Approved Food Additives

• 21 CFR parts 170-186
– Generally Recognized as Safe

• Traditional use in food prior to 1958
• Scientific determination

• Traditional medicines/dietary supplements are not necessarily 
GRAS

• Importer/producer is responsible for proving that an ingredient is 
GRAS or otherwise approved for use in alcohol beverages.
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Helpful Hints

• Supply a quantitative list of ingredients.
• Provide a complete method of manufacture.
• Indicate at what stage flavors are added to the product.
• Flavor Ingredient Data Sheets (FIDS) should include a TTB 

number, a Flavor Product Number, and the TTB Approval status 
(Nonbeverage Lab Approval).

• Provide the common name and scientific name (genus and 
species) for any unusual herbal ingredients. 

• Ensure that ingredients are considered GRAS or otherwise 
approved by the FDA.
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Formula Resources

– Formula Approval guidance pages on TTB.gov
– Distilled Spirits Beverage Alcohol Manual (BAM)

• BAM Chapter 1: Commodity Statements
• BAM Chapter 4: Quick product reference guide stating basic technical 

requirements
• BAM Chapter 7: Provides chart listing limitations placed on harmless 

coloring blending and flavoring materials (HCBFM)

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 44

https://www.ttb.gov/formulation
https://www.ttb.gov/distilled-spirits/beverage-alcohol-manual
https://www.ttb.gov/images/pdfs/spirits_bam/chapter1.pdf
https://www.ttb.gov/images/pdfs/spirits_bam/chapter4.pdf
https://www.ttb.gov/images/pdfs/spirits_bam/chapter7.pdf


Benefits of Using Formulas Online

• Secure method for drafting, submitting, and tracking your 
formula applications electronically

• Includes:
– Step-by-step guidance
– Data validation checks along the way
– Application status updates via email
– Facilitates record keeping

• Approved formulas are stored online 
• Copies of approved formulas can be printed if needed
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Example in Formulas Online
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Common Reasons Formulas Must be 
Returned for Correction

• Ingredient Specification Sheet (Spec Sheet) is missing for 
ingredients composed of more than one component

• Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet is missing when  
compounded flavors are used

• Flavor Ingredient Data (FID) is missing when compounded 
flavors are used
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https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/sample-spec-sheet.shtml
https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/limited-ingrd-cal-worksheet.shtml
https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/fids.shtml
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Tracy McNeill
Labeling Specialist
Alcohol Labeling and Formulation Division
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TTB Disclaimer

Notice:
• This information is being presented to help the public to understand and comply with the 

laws and regulations that the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 
administers. 

• It is not intended to establish any new, or change any existing, definitions, 
interpretations, standards, or procedures regarding those laws and regulations.

• In addition, this presentation may be made obsolete by changes in laws and regulations.
• The sample labels in this presentation are for purposes of illustration only and do not 

represent actual labels.  
• Please consult the applicable laws and regulations for the most current requirements.
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Overview

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 51

• Mandatory Information

• Organic Labeling

• Additional Information

• Q&A

27 CFR part 5



How to Apply for Label Approval

• The recommended method is submitting electronically using 
COLAs Online

• A paper alternative is also available
– TTB Form 5100.31 mailed to TTB (use address on the form)
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https://www.ttb.gov/labeling/colas.shtml
https://www.ttb.gov/forms/f510031.pdf


Mandatory Information

On Designated Brand Label

• Brand Name

• Class/Type

• Alcohol Content

On Front, Back or Side Label
• Bottler’s or Importer’s Name 

and Address
• Net Contents
• Health Warning Statement
• Country of Origin (imported)

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 53

27 CFR 5.32



• Sulfite Declaration
• Coloring or Flavoring Material
• FD&C Yellow #5
• Cochineal extract or carmine
• Treatment with Wood

• Percentage of Neutral Spirits
• Commodity Statement
• Statements of Age
• State of Distillation

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 54

The following may appear on the designated brand label or a back 
label if applicable:

Mandatory Information (if applicable)

27 CFR 5.32



Brand Name

• Name under which the product is sold
• May not create a misleading impression about the age, 

origin, identity, or other characteristics of the product
• Must appear on a designated brand label
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27 CFR 5.32



56Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

Brand Name



Class and Type

1. Neutral Spirits (Vodka) 
2. Whisky 
3. Gin
4. Brandy
5. Blended Applejack
6. Rum
7. Agave Spirits (e.g., Tequila)
8. Cordials and Liqueurs

9. Flavored Brandy, Flavored 
Gin, Flavored Rum, Flavored 
Vodka, and Flavored Whisky

10. Imitations
11. Geographical Designations
12. Products without 

Geographical Designations 
but Distinctive of a Particular 
Place

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 57

Twelve Standards of Identity:

27 CFR 5.35



Class and Type (Continued)

• If product does not fall under one of the standards of identity, it must 
be designated with a truthful and adequate statement of 
composition, along with a fanciful name or designation in accordance 
with trade and consumer understanding 

• For recognized cocktails, a statement of added colors and the 
class/type of the spirits is sufficient:
– e.g., Margarita made with tequila, triple sec liqueur, and FD&C Yellow #5

• Must appear on the designated brand label

58
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Class and Type



Alcohol Content

• ___% Alcohol (ALC) by volume (VOL)

• Bottled at ___% Alcohol (ALC) by
volume (VOL) (for products with significant amount of solid 
material)

• Proof (optional, additional statement)

• Tolerances

• Must appear on the designated brand label
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27 CFR 5.37



Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 61

Alcohol Content



Bottler/Importer Name and Address

• Name or trade name of bottler/importer as listed on permit
• Address (City, State) of bottler/importer as listed on permit
• “Bottled by,” “Distilled by,” “Produced by,” etc. for domestic 

spirits
• “Imported by” or similar phrase for imported spirits
• May appear on any label
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27 CFR 5.36



Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 63

Name and Address



Net Contents

• Metric standards of fill; authorized sizes per 27 CFR 5.47a
• May be on label or etched/blown into

the container
• “ml” on containers of less than 1 liter; “1 L” or “1.75L” (or 

“Liter”) on containers of 1 liter or more
• May appear on any label

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 64

27 CFR 5.38, 5.47a
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Net Contents



Health Warning Statement

• May appear on brand, back or side label
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GOVERNMENT WARNING:  (1) ACCORDING TO THE 
SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY 
BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS.  (2) 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS 
YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE 
MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.

27 CFR 16



Health Warning Statement (Continued)

• The words “GOVERNMENT WARNING” must be in capital 
letters and bold type

• The “S” in Surgeon and “G” in General must be capitalized

• Continuous statement (no intervening info)

• Legible on contrasting background

• Separate and apart
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Heath Warning Statement



Country of Origin

• Imported distilled spirits labels must display the product’s 
country of origin in compliance with Customs Border 
Protection requirements set forth at 19 CFR 134.

69Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
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Country of Origin



Coloring Materials

• Only allowed in certain products

• The coloring material must be stated on the label; for 
example:
– Colored with Caramel

– Certified Color Added

– Artificially Colored

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 71

27 CFR 5.39



FD&C Yellow #5

• If FD&C Yellow #5 is added, the label must state:
– Contains FD&C Yellow #5
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Cochineal Extract and Carmine

• If a distilled spirits product removed on or after April 16, 
2013, contains cochineal extract or carmine, the label must 
include a statement to that effect, such as:
– “Contains Cochineal Extract,” or
– “Contains Carmine,” or
– “Contains Cochineal Extract and Carmine”
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Commodity Statement

• For spirits produced by redistillation, blended whiskies, spirit 
whisky, and compounded gin:

• ____% Neutral Spirits Distilled from _____
• _____% _____ Neutral Spirits

• For spirits produced by original distillation:
• Distilled from _____
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Statements of Age

75Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

Required for:
• Whisky aged less than 4 years
• Grape lees brandy or grape pomace/grape marc brandy 

aged less than 2 years
• Distilled spirits labeled with a distillation date
• Allowed on all distilled spirits except neutral spirits (vodka)

27 CFR 5.40



Organic Labeling

76

• The National Organic Program (NOP) is administered by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (7 CFR part 205)

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau



Organic Labeling (Continued)

• Must comply with USDA NOP standards
• For certain organic claims, must obtain USDA-accredited 

certifying agent’s (ACA) preview and approval of organic 
labels prior to submission to TTB

• For more information, visit our Web site at www.ttb.gov, click 
on the DISTILLED SPIRITS tab, then click on the LABELING tab 
under Quick Links, and go to “Labels With Organic Claims”.
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http://www.ttb.gov/


Additional Information
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• Must be truthful, accurate, and specific

• May not conflict with or qualify other mandatory 
information

• Must comply with the corresponding sections of the 
regulations

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau



What may I change on previously-
approved labels?

• See the complete list of allowable revisions and specific 
guidelines on the COLA form or on www.ttb.gov

• We have also created sample labels to demonstrate each 
allowable revision

http://www.ttb.gov/
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Approved COLA Allowable revision

Captain John’s
Spiced Rum

Rum with Natural Flavors

20% alc. by vol. (40 proof)             1 L

Captain John’s
Spiced Rum

Rum with Natural Flavors

20% alc. by vol. (40 proof)             1 L



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Vodka

Vodka
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Approved COLA Allowable revision

40% Alc./Vol.
750ml Rum

Alcohol 40% by Volume                          750ml
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Approved COLA Allowable revision

Dog House
Vodka

Dog House
Vodka



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Rum
40% alc. by vol. (80 Proof)            750 ml

Parker Mill

Rum
45.5% alc. by vol. (91 Proof)         750 ml

Parker Mill



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Bottle by: W
icked, Atchison, KS

90%
 Neutral spirits distilled from

 grain

Moonshine
Handcrafted Spirit Whiskey

Wicked

Alc. 40% by Vol. (80 proof)

Bottle by: W
icked, Atchison, KS

80%
 Neutral spirits distilled from

 grain

Moonshine
Handcrafted Spirit Whiskey

Wicked

Alc. 40% by Vol. (80 proof)



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Woodstone
Brandy

40%alc./vol. (80 Proof)                                  375 ml

3 Years Old

Woodstone
Brandy

40%alc./vol. (80 Proof)                                  375 ml



Approved COLA Allowable revision

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON 
GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY 
TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE 
HEALTH PROBLEMS.                                   

Bottled by: 
Jim’s, Chicago IL

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON 
GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY 
TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE 
HEALTH PROBLEMS.                                   

CA REDEMPTION VALUE
OR 5¢ IA 5¢ MI 10¢ REF 

Bottled by: 
Jim’s, Chicago IL



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Bottled by: Our Distillery 
Ft. Mill, SC

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON 
GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF 
BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR 
OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.  

Bottled by: Our Distillery 
Ft. Mill, SC

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON 
GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF 
BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR 
OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.  



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Bottled by: Greenfield Vodka Company, 
Pittsburgh, PA
GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, 
WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY 
BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, 
AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.  

BT 568799043

Bottled by: Greenfield Vodka Company, 
Pittsburgh, PA
GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, 
WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY 
BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, 
AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.  

BT 7553025



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Bottled by: Christina’s Distillery 
Portland, OR
GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE 
SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF 
THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A 
CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH 
PROBLEMS.
Contains Sulfites

Bottled by: Christina’s Distillery 
Company, Portland, OR
GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE 
SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF 
THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A 
CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH 
PROBLEMS.
Contains Sulfites



Approved COLA Allowable revision

Rum

Alc. 48% by Vol.     750ml

Rum

Alc. 48% by Vol.     750ml



Approved COLA Allowable revision

42% alc./vol.                                  750 ml

Rum

Willow Grove 

42% alc./vol.                                  750 ml

Rum

Willow Grove 

Happy HolidaysHappy Valentines Day



Examples of Changes that CANNOT be Made

A new COLA is required if:
• The class/type changes (all commodities)
• Adding graphic that is not holiday themed
• Adding additional wording that was not on the approved 

label



Contact Information

• Alcohol, Labeling and Formulation Division, Customer 
Service: 
– Phone: 1-866-927-2533 or 202-453-2250

Option 2 – COLAs Online technical assistance

Option 3 – COLAs Online registration
Option 4 – Distilled Spirits Questions

– Online: https://www.ttb.gov/contact-alfd

95Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

https://www.ttb.gov/contact-alfd
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Distilled Spirits 
Resources
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New Distilled Spirits Labeling Pages

• TTB.gov distilled spirits labeling pages updated July 2021
• New distilled spirits labeling homepage makes it easy to find 

and access distilled spirits labeling information
• We also created handy reference materials, including a 

Mandatory Information Checklist and the Anatomy of a 
Distilled Spirits Label interactive tool
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MDIuNDI3MzkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50dGIuZ292L2Rpc3RpbGxlZC1zcGlyaXRzL2xhYmVsaW5nIn0.lMO1mNcEdUOob456LICJhmnHUyFrn6PBF2P9bvxBJL4_s_50078600_br_108786788607-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=Tuerg-yNTgVjZ4qfQI_XUAo-m_1Vz9aewAZbk-XJGzU&r=JExBaUhn-pPa-WgTb1DQeaLcmr2YO0pupquK7ztUJiQ&m=S49V_87Fj4W73FwZlgesWkWLgfOses_BHucZhWrJon4&s=uYTCyZkTlKL1CE4uO49mm7JcENARcJzXIsuv6Ols76g&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MDIuNDI3MzkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50dGIuZ292L2RzLWxhYmVsaW5nLWhvbWUvZHMtY2hlY2tsaXN0In0.zONZupUeix8-2DXHEToD-2DvrgfBew2FVKM0wg2XWp7CUc8_s_50078600_br_108786788607-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=Tuerg-yNTgVjZ4qfQI_XUAo-m_1Vz9aewAZbk-XJGzU&r=JExBaUhn-pPa-WgTb1DQeaLcmr2YO0pupquK7ztUJiQ&m=S49V_87Fj4W73FwZlgesWkWLgfOses_BHucZhWrJon4&s=4OUwmp2uneI1yUdnIKmg_TXzQbxmX17Ss4gW-0BpNuY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MDIuNDI3MzkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50dGIuZ292L2RzLWxhYmVsaW5nLWhvbWUvYW5hdG9teS1vZi1hLWRpc3RpbGxlZC1zcGlyaXRzLWxhYmVsLXRvb2wifQ.rxsZObopneH1nszqXpKB4ulfflCciu7ryEQg13sb7tg_s_50078600_br_108786788607-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=Tuerg-yNTgVjZ4qfQI_XUAo-m_1Vz9aewAZbk-XJGzU&r=JExBaUhn-pPa-WgTb1DQeaLcmr2YO0pupquK7ztUJiQ&m=S49V_87Fj4W73FwZlgesWkWLgfOses_BHucZhWrJon4&s=O_rPzlcouUh4O8r6zlKE5snAWUfE2ySE7mLuXjQCkWg&e=


Mandatory Information Checklist
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Anatomy of a Distilled Spirits Label Tool
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Internet Resources

Websites
• www.ttb.gov

• www.fda.gov 

• www.ecfr.gov

– 27 CFR parts 1, 5, 16, 19

• Distilled Spirits Beverage 
Alcohol Manual

Key Words
• TTB
• BAM  
• Beverage Alcohol 

Manual
• Distilled Spirits Rulings
• eCFR
• COLA
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http://www.ttb.gov/
http://www.fda.gov/
http://www.ecfr.gov/
https://www.ttb.gov/distilled-spirits/beverage-alcohol-manual


Resources on TTB.gov

• Alcohol Beverage Formula Approval Home Page 
https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/index.shtml

• Subscribe to automatically receive the weekly TTB 
Newsletter
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USTTB/subscriber/n
ew

• Permits Online Help Center                   
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/permits-online-help.shtml
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https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/index.shtml
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USTTB/subscriber/new
https://www.ttb.gov/ponl/permits-online-help.shtml


Resources on TTB.gov

• Distilled Spirits Laws, Regulations, and Public Guidance: 
https://www.ttb.gov/distilled-spirits/laws-regulations-and-
public-guidance

• CBMTRA page: https://www.ttb.gov/alcohol/craft-beverage-
modernization-and-tax-reform-cbmtra

• TTB Federal Register Publications: 
https://www.ttb.gov/what-we-do/regs-guidance/federal-
register-publications

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB 102

https://www.ttb.gov/distilled-spirits/laws-regulations-and-public-guidance
https://www.ttb.gov/alcohol/craft-beverage-modernization-and-tax-reform-cbmtra
https://www.ttb.gov/what-we-do/regs-guidance/federal-register-publications
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