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OverviewOverview

Organoleptic EvaluationOrganoleptic Evaluation

How Would You Certify This?How Would You Certify This?

LetLet’’s Plays Play…… You Find the Mistakes!You Find the Mistakes!



Organoleptic Organoleptic 
EvaluationEvaluation



Organoleptic EvaluationOrganoleptic Evaluation

Fit vs. Unfit
A few things to think about when tasting a 
sample…

Could the average person mistake this sample for 
an alcoholic beverage?
• Not whether you like it!

Do not try find flavor characteristics or identify the 
flavor!
• Simply… is it fit or unfit?



Tasting ProtocolTasting Protocol

Samples with more than 15% alcohol (v/v) are 
diluted to that level with water.

Dilution is based on the upper end of the range for 
alcohol content in box #10 on the TTB Form 
5154.1. 

Samples that contain 15% alcohol (v/v) or less 
are tasted without dilution
Need six or more panelists 



Tasting ProtocolTasting Protocol

Two‐thirds of the panelists must agree
Record taste panel results in box #13 of TTB 
Form 5154.1.

“This product was found to be unfit for beverage purposes. It 
was subjected to organoleptic analysis by a taste panel of __ 
panelists, __ of whom agreed on the determination.”

**  This statement will be entered in box #18 when certifying. **



Example Example 
#1#1

The NPL 
determined this 
product to be 

fit.



Example Example 
#2#2

The NPL 
determined this 
product to be 

unfit.



Example Example 
#3#3

The NPL 
determined this 
product to be 

unfit.
This product was found to be fit for beverage purposes.  It was subjected to organoleptic 
analysis by a taste panel of  6  panelists,  4 of whom agreed on the determination.



Organoleptic EvaluationOrganoleptic Evaluation

Things to Remember…
Could the average person mistake the sample for 
an alcoholic beverage?
Not whether you like it or not!

Even if you conduct your own taste panel and include 
the statement in box #13…

STILL SEND US A SAMPLE!!



How Would You How Would You 
Certify This?Certify This?



How Would You Certify This?How Would You Certify This?

Certification Options
General Use
Unfit without a taste panel
• Based on guidelines

Unfit with a taste panel
Fit



How How 
Would Would 

You You 
Certify Certify 

This?This?

Example #1



1% Solution ‐
General Use 
Formula 



How How 
Would Would 

You You 
Certify Certify 

This?This?

Example #2



As Unfit Based 
on Guidelines…

This product is 
unfit based on 
the level of Citric 
Acid



How How 
Would Would 

You You 
Certify Certify 

This?This?

Example #3



As Unfit with a 
Taste Panel…

Results 
statement must 
be included.

This product was found to be unfit for beverage purposes.  It was subjected 
to organoleptic analysis by a taste panel of  6  panelists,  6  of whom agreed 
on the determination.



How How 
Would Would 

You You 
Certify Certify 

This?This?

Example #4



As Fit…

Results 
statement must 
be included.

This product was found to be fit for beverage purposes.  It was subjected to 
organoleptic analysis by a taste panel of  6  panelists,  6  of whom agreed on 
the determination.



Its Time To PlayIts Time To Play……

You Find The Mistakes!You Find The Mistakes!



Common ErrorsCommon Errors

Units
No units or mixed / improper units 

Yield
Not enough yield information

Improper grouping of flavor chemicals
1‐10% of total formula  at least 20%must be disclosed
> 10% of total formula  at least 50%must be disclosed

Calculations of box #9 and #10
Range in box #10



Common ErrorsCommon Errors

Not enough information on purchased flavor 
intermediates 

TTB #, solvents, colors, limited ingredients, etc…

Ingredients not classified as natural or artificial
• Anything NOT classified is considered artificial

Name
Source of natural vanillin not provided
Volume of alcohol‐containing ingredients not 
provided



Formula #1Formula #1



Formula #1Formula #1



Formula #2Formula #2



Formula #2Formula #2



Formula #3Formula #3



Formula #3Formula #3



Formula #4Formula #4



Formula #4Formula #4



Formula #5Formula #5



Formula #5Formula #5



Formula #6Formula #6

There are 5 
errors in this 
formula…

Can you find 
them all? 





Formula #7Formula #7

There are 
multiple 

errors in this 
formula.

How many 
can you 
find????





In ConclusionIn Conclusion……

Organoleptic Evaluation
Could the average person mistake the sample for 
an alcoholic beverage?

Certification
Many ways to certify

Can you find the mistakes?
How did you do?
Use the many resources available to help!



5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Drawback TutorialDrawback Tutorial

Calculation WorksheetsCalculation Worksheets
Box #9 and #10Box #9 and #10

Unfit GuidelinesUnfit Guidelines

Pay.govPay.gov

FONL (Fall 2009)FONL (Fall 2009)



5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Drawback TutorialDrawback Tutorial



5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Calculation WorksheetsCalculation Worksheets
Box #9 and #10
Unfit Guidelines





Simple Mixtures 
and Filtrations



Washed Extracts



Dietary 
Supplements



5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Calculation WorksheetsCalculation Worksheets
Box #9 and #10
Unfit Guidelines









5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Pay.govPay.gov



5154.1 Resources5154.1 Resources

Formulas Online (FONL)Formulas Online (FONL)
Online submissionOnline submission

Automatic CalculationsAutomatic Calculations

And other exciting features!And other exciting features!

Fall 2009!Fall 2009!



Any Questions??Any Questions??

For more information go to:  
www.ttb.gov/ssd

240-264-1672
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