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ON WINE: JAY MCINERNEY

West Sonoma Coast Wines Are on the Rise

The weather is cool and the market is hot. The Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays of the West Sonoma Coast,
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as distinct from the inland "Sonoma Coast,” put Jay Mclnerney in mind of good Burgundies.

HIGH POINT | Fog above Peay Vineyards PEAY VINEYARDS

Jay McInerney
Updated July 18,2013 410 p.m.ET

The French have had a thousand or more years to map out and subdivide their grape-
growing regions, to determine which grapes grow best in which spots—and even as
they seem to slide into spiritual and economic malaise, they can at least be proud that
no country makes finer wine. Viticulturally speaking, the map of California is still being
drawn; trial and error, coupled with geological and meteorological data, is gradually
helping to refine our sense of regionality, of location, location, location as a key
determinant of wine character.

It's only in the last 20 years or so that the West Sonoma Coast has been recognized as a
superb region for Burgundian varietals of Pinot and Chardonnay, with Hirsch
Vineyards, which I wrote about in my last column, playing a pivotal role in that
discovery. Wines from David Hirsch’s vineyard made by Ted Lemon, Burt Williams and
Steve Kistler inspired a new generation to explore the rugged, sparsely populated
ridges along the coast.

When Nick and Andy Peay started
scouting the West Sonoma Coast for
likely-looking vineyard land in the
mid-'90s, there wasn’t much competition
and land prices were low. "We'd tasted
the Hirsch wines and we liked the
florality and the acidity,” Andy told me
when I visited their remote vineyard a
few miles from the coast last month.
They both liked Burgundy and wanted to
make wines like those, more restrained
and less fruity than those from
Carneros—at that time the hot area for
Pinot and Chardonnay.

OENOFILE: STANDOUT WINES FROM THE
WEST SONOMA COAST

Click to view the interactive F. MARTIN RAMIN/THE
WALL STREET JOURNAL

Wine was served at dinner when the brothers were growing up in Ohio, but Nick’s
interest was really piqued by his Bowdoin College roommate, Hugh Davies, whose
family owned Schramsberg Vineyards in Napa. After graduation, Nick went west with
Mr. Davies to work at the winery, which led to other winery jobs and graduate study in
oenology at the University of California, Davis; younger brother Andy, after spending
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two years in New York working for Chase Manhattan, studied at Berkeley and got
increasingly passionate about wine under the influence of his older brother.

"We started scouting the
Sonoma Coast in 1994 and
1995,” Andy said. "We
wanted to be pioneers. We
got the U.S. Geological
Survey maps and started
driving around.” They were
looking if anything for even
more extreme terrain than
Mr. Hirsch's property,
which was above the
fogline. "We were looking
for bracken fern and
Spanish moss. Water is a big
problem on these ridges,
and if you have ferns, you
have water, and if you have
moss, you have fog.”

Eventually, they found an
old farm surrounded by
redwoods about 4 miles
from the Pacific that still
feels, more than 15 years
after they found it, like it's
near the end of the earth.
Andy, left, and Nick Peay with winemaker Vanessa Wong PEAY VINEYARDS Happily for the brothers, a
caretaker living on the
property had kept detailed temperature records for years. "He handed me this spiral
notebook,” said Nick, "with detailed temperature readings.” Nick—who is a true geek,
and loves nothing better than to talk rootstocks and diurnal swings—clearly cherished
this particular document. A bonus was the 1906 farmhouse on the highest point of the
property, which they planted with Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Syrah in 1998.

Nick, who presides over viticulture (and whose appearance and wry sense of humor
put me in mind of a young Michael Keaton ), spends a good part of the year on the
remote property. It's more than an hour west of Healdsburg, which their winery is near,
and more than two hours west of St. Helena, where Nick’s future wife, Vanessa Wong,
was living when they began dating. She was working as a winemaker at Peter Michael,
after studying at UC Davis and apprenticing in Bordeaux and Burgundy. Vanessa
became the winemaker for Peay Vineyards in 2001. Andy, who seems the more
gregarious and extroverted of the two brothers, handles sales and promotion for the
winery from his home base in Berkeley.

The Peay wines soon developed a following—as did the wines made from Peay grapes
by Williams Selyem and Failla Vineyards—and helped to burnish the reputation of the
West Sonoma Coast as a source of distinctive, refined and aromatic wines, especially
Pinots and Chardonnays. Peay has also gained a following for its Northern Rhone
varietals, notably Syrah and Viognier. Flowers, Marcassin and Failla were among the
other pioneers that demonstrated the potential of these remote coastal ridges, though
it turns out the word "coast” can be very broadly construed.
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In 1987, the Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade
Bureau had created a
Sonoma Coast AVA, or American Viticultural Area, that encompassed more than
500,000 acres of land and included vineyards more than an hour from the coast—an
area so large and climactically heterogenous as to be almost meaningless.

Pomarium Pinot Noir PEAY VINEYARDS

Many informed observers have started speaking of the true Sonoma Coast, or a West
Sonoma Coast. "Wines grown on the true coast possess an undeniable link to their
maritime origins—a link wines growing further inland lack,” said Matt Licklider, who
makes excellent Pinots and Chardonnays under the Lioco label.

"That the appellation is so huge and covers areas with a 20-degree temperature
variation and very different soils makes a farce out of the idea behind appellations,”
said Andy Peay. Recently, the area that includes Hirsch, Flowers and Marcassin and
other great sites got its own AVA, Fort Ross-Seaview, and further subdivisions are
inevitable, as in Burgundy.

A few years ago, Mr. Peay and some of his neighbors (Failla, Freeman, Littorai,
Freestone and Red Car) formed the West Sonoma Coast Vintners, which now has 40
members. Even within this cool coastal area, there is diversity. Higher-elevation
vineyards above the fogline produce richer wines, while Cobb and Rivers-Marie in
suburban Occidental, a good hour and a half south of Annapolis, are producing
brilliant, crisp Pinots in a slightly warmer microclimate than Peay’s. Cobb Wines is a
father-son venture founded in 2001 by David and Ross Cobb; son Ross also has a day job
as winemaker at Hirsch Vineyards. Rivers-Marie is owned by superstar winemaker
Thomas Rivers Brown (who makes Maybach, Schrader and numerous other wines) and
his partner, Genevieve Marie Welsh, who recently acquired the Summa Vineyard in
Occidental, from which Burt Williams and Ted Lemon of Littorai made legendary
wines. Their own Summa Old Vines, made from 5 acres of gnarled vines planted in 1979
in Occidental, has quickly become a cult classic. The couple paid $2.5 million for the
vineyard, some 15 years after the Peay brothers acquired their own vineyard for about
$4,000 an acre—an indication of the vineyard’s renown, but also a sign of just how hot
the cool-weather West Sonoma Coast has become.

See wine videos and more from Off Duty at youtube.com/wsj.com. Email Jay at
wine@wsj.com.
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Heimoft, Steve. A Wine Journey Along the Russian River (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005).






Elevations of WSCV Member Vineyards Inside and Outside the Fort Ross-Seaview AVA and within

Boundaries of West Sonoma Coast AVA

(Based on membership at time of West Sonoma Coast AVA petition.)

This is not a complete list. Those vineyards with available elevation and/or accurate location information

are included.
Vineyard Elevation (feet asl) Fort Ross-Seaview AVA
Alma Fria (Holterman Vineyard) 700-800 No
Alma Fria (Dona Margarita Vineyard) 500-625 No
Banshee Wines (Coastland Vineyards) 1200 No
Ceritas Wines (Hellenthal) 1100 Yes
DuMol (Joy Road Vineyard) 900-1000 No
Emeritus Vineyard 500-800 No
Failla Wines 1350-1450 Yes
Flowers Vineyard & Winery (Campmeeting Ridge) 1100-1300 Yes
Flowers Vineyard & Winery (Sea View Ridge Vineyard) 1500-1700 Yes
Fort Ross Vineyard & Winery 1400-1700 Yes
Freeman Vineyard & Winery (Yu-ki Estate) 700-850 No
Gros Ventre Cellars (Campbell Ranch Vineyard) 750 No
Gros Ventre Cellars (Undisclosed Vineyard) 1000+ Yes
Hartford Family Winery 600-700 No
Hirsch Vineyards 1100-1500 Yes
LIOCO Wine Company (Hirsch Vineyards) 1100-1500 Yes
Littorai Wines (B.A. Thieriot Vineyard) 900 No
Littorai Wines (The Haven) 1200 No
Littorai Wines (Platt Vineyard) 500 No
Martinelli Winery (Charles Ranch) 900-1000 Yes
Peay Vineyards 550-720 No
Ramey Wine Cellars (Platt Vineyards) 500 No
Senses Wines (B.A. Thieriot Vineyard) 900 No
Red Car Wine Company (Fort Ross Estate) 1050-1150 Yes
Red Car Wine (Hagen Vineyard) 800-950 No
Siduri (Hirsch Vineyards) 1100-1500 Yes
Wayfarer 1100 Yes

Sources: Everyvine.com, Google Earth, and websites of many of the wineries on this list.




Addendum 1 to Petition to Establish the West Sonoma Coast AVA: Maximum Temperatures

In response to inquiry regarding Graph 2 and Graph 3 in the Petition to Establish the West

Sonoma Coast AVA, additional analyses of maximum temperatures for the Santa Rosa CIMIS

#83, Windsor CIMIS #103, Handlery, and KJ Seascape weather stations were conducted.

Addendum 1 Graph 1 shows that the maximum temperature by month, during the same time

period as that covered by Graph 2 in the petition, at the Windsor and Santa Rosa CIMIS stations

usually exceed those found at Handerly in the proposed West Sonoma Coast AVA.

Addendum 1 Graph 1

110

100

90

80

70

60

50

Monthly Maximum Tempatures °F

Santa Rosa CIMIS

*,'\9
@’b

S I I L I 2
\\) (_)Q/Q vQ \\50 Vg(’o O(-' @’b \0 (_)Q/Q vQ \\50 V“O% o(-’ @'b

== \\/indsor CIMIS

Handerly

Addendum 1 Graph 2, covering the same time period as Graph 3 in the petition, also

demonstrates that daily high temperatures at the Santa Rosa and Windsor CIMIS weather

stations generally exceed daily high temperatures found at KJ Seascape found within the

proposed West Sonoma Coast AVA.




Addendum 1 Graph 2

Daily High Temperatures, 2010
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These graphs further support the establishment of the West Sonoma Coast AVA by

demonstrating the even greater moderating effects Pacific air has on these West Sonoma Coast
locations.




From: Patrick Shabram

To: Thornton. Karen

Subject: [EXTERNAL]RE: Quick West Sonoma Coast question
Date: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 3:17:22 PM

Hi Karen,

Sorry if  wasn’t clearer in that. West Sonoma Coast shares a common boundary with Petaluma Gap
(southern boundary of West Sonoma Coast and northern boundary of Petaluma Gap). It was
mutually agreed to by the two parties as to what would be the best distinction point between the
two. They should align, although | had to write them in reverse of each other, so | hope | did not
make any errors in that regards.

Patrick

From: Thornton, Karen [mailto:Karen.Thornton@ttb.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 12:08 PM

To: Patrick Shabram (patrick@shabram.com)

Subject: Quick West Sonoma Coast question

Hi, Patrick,

| put a receipt letter for West Sonoma Coast in the mail today. I've started giving the petition a quick
glance, and | have one question for you. Where does Petaluma Gap fit in to the picture? Does the
proposed West Sonoma Coast’s southern boundary align with the proposed Petaluma Gap’s
northern boundary? Or is the Petaluma Gap just a smidge farther south? | don’t think you're
proposing a partial overlap with Petaluma Gap, are you?

Karew A. Thornton

AVA Program Manager

TTB Regulations and Rulings Division
202-453-2175


mailto:Karen.Thornton@ttb.gov

From: Patrick Shabram

To: Thornton, Karen

Subject: [EXTERNAL]West Sonoma Coast - Additional requested materials
Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 12:04:12 PM

Attachments: Exhibit G Supplement - Elevations of WSCV Member Vinevards.pdf

West Sonoma Coast Wines Are on the Rise - WSJ.pdf
Heimoff Reference - West Sonoman.pdf

Hello Karen,

Attached are requested materials in support of the petition to establish the West Sonoma Coast
AVA,

-Elevations of many of the West Sonoma Coast vineyards, both inside and outside the Fort Ross-
Seaview AVA, owned or utilized by members of the West Sonoma Coast Vintners

-Digital version of the Wall Street Journal article “West Sonoma Coast Wines are on the Rise.”
-Pages from the Steve Heimoff book, A Wine Journey along the Russian River, taken from Chapter 9
“Into the Fog, and Above It.” Usage of the terms “West Sonomans” and “West Sonoman” are
highlighted.

Please let me know if you require anything else.

Thank you,
Patrick

Patrick L. Shabram
925-354-2677
www.shabram.com


mailto:Karen.Thornton@ttb.gov

Elevations of WSCV Member Vineyards Inside and Outside the Fort Ross-Seaview AVA and within

Boundaries of West Sonoma Coast AVA

(Based on membership at time of West Sonoma Coast AVA petition.)

This is not a complete list. Those vineyards with available elevation and/or accurate location information

are included.
Vineyard Elevation (feet asl) Fort Ross-Seaview AVA
Alma Fria (Holterman Vineyard) 700-800 No
Alma Fria (Dona Margarita Vineyard) 500-625 No
Banshee Wines (Coastland Vineyards) 1200 No
Ceritas Wines (Hellenthal) 1100 Yes
DuMol (Joy Road Vineyard) 900-1000 No
Emeritus Vineyard 500-800 No
Failla Wines 1350-1450 Yes
Flowers Vineyard & Winery (Campmeeting Ridge) 1100-1300 Yes
Flowers Vineyard & Winery (Sea View Ridge Vineyard) 1500-1700 Yes
Fort Ross Vineyard & Winery 1400-1700 Yes
Freeman Vineyard & Winery (Yu-ki Estate) 700-850 No
Gros Ventre Cellars (Campbell Ranch Vineyard) 750 No
Gros Ventre Cellars (Undisclosed Vineyard) 1000+ Yes
Hartford Family Winery 600-700 No
Hirsch Vineyards 1100-1500 Yes
LIOCO Wine Company (Hirsch Vineyards) 1100-1500 Yes
Littorai Wines (B.A. Thieriot Vineyard) 900 No
Littorai Wines (The Haven) 1200 No
Littorai Wines (Platt Vineyard) 500 No
Martinelli Winery (Charles Ranch) 900-1000 Yes
Peay Vineyards 550-720 No
Ramey Wine Cellars (Platt Vineyards) 500 No
Senses Wines (B.A. Thieriot Vineyard) 900 No
Red Car Wine Company (Fort Ross Estate) 1050-1150 Yes
Red Car Wine (Hagen Vineyard) 800-950 No
Siduri (Hirsch Vineyards) 1100-1500 Yes
Wayfarer 1100 Yes

Sources: Everyvine.com, Google Earth, and websites of many of the wineries on this list.







West Sonoma Coast Wines Are on the Rise - WSJ

DOW JONES, A NEWS CORP COMPANY

DJIA 25309.41 -0.03% ¥ S&P500 278212 011% A Nasdaq 7652.00 0.08% A

THE WALL STRE

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1000142412788732336870457859607...

US.10 Yr -2/32Yield 2.958% ¥ Crude Oil 65.72 -0.03% ¥ Euro 11808 032% A

1T JOURNAL

dy copies for clients or visit

http://www.djreprints.com.

to your

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1000142412788732336870457859607 3464268226

ON WINE: JAY MCINERNEY

West Sonoma Coast Wines Are on the Rise

The weather is cool and the market is hot. The Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays of the West Sonoma Coast,

as distinct from the inland "Sonoma Coast,” put Jay Mclnerney in mind of good Burgundies.

il |

¢

HIGH POINT | Fog above Peay Vineyards PEAY VINEYARDS

Jay McInerney
Updated July 18,2013 410 p.m.ET

The French have had a thousand or more years to map out and subdivide their grape-
growing regions, to determine which grapes grow best in which spots—and even as
they seem to slide into spiritual and economic malaise, they can at least be proud that
no country makes finer wine. Viticulturally speaking, the map of California is still being
drawn; trial and error, coupled with geological and meteorological data, is gradually
helping to refine our sense of regionality, of location, location, location as a key
determinant of wine character.

It's only in the last 20 years or so that the West Sonoma Coast has been recognized as a
superb region for Burgundian varietals of Pinot and Chardonnay, with Hirsch
Vineyards, which I wrote about in my last column, playing a pivotal role in that
discovery. Wines from David Hirsch’s vineyard made by Ted Lemon, Burt Williams and
Steve Kistler inspired a new generation to explore the rugged, sparsely populated
ridges along the coast.

When Nick and Andy Peay started
scouting the West Sonoma Coast for
likely-looking vineyard land in the

OENOFILE: STANDOUT WINES FROM THE
WEST SONOMA COAST

mid-'90s, there wasn’t much competition
and land prices were low. "We'd tasted
the Hirsch wines and we liked the
florality and the acidity,” Andy told me
when I visited their remote vineyard a
few miles from the coast last month.
They both liked Burgundy and wanted to
make wines like those, more restrained
and less fruity than those from
Carneros—at that time the hot area for
Pinot and Chardonnay.

Click to view the interactive F. MARTIN RAMIN/THE
WALL STREET JOURNAL

Wine was served at dinner when the brothers were growing up in Ohio, but Nick’s
interest was really piqued by his Bowdoin College roommate, Hugh Davies, whose
family owned Schramsberg Vineyards in Napa. After graduation, Nick went west with
Mr. Davies to work at the winery, which led to other winery jobs and graduate study in
oenology at the University of California, Davis; younger brother Andy, after spending
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two years in New York working for Chase Manhattan, studied at Berkeley and got
increasingly passionate about wine under the influence of his older brother.

"We started scouting the
Sonoma Coast in 1994 and
1995,” Andy said. "We
wanted to be pioneers. We
got the U.S. Geological
Survey maps and started
driving around.” They were
looking if anything for even
more extreme terrain than
Mr. Hirsch's property,
which was above the
fogline. "We were looking
for bracken fern and
Spanish moss. Water is a big
problem on these ridges,
and if you have ferns, you
have water, and if you have
moss, you have fog.”

Eventually, they found an
old farm surrounded by
redwoods about 4 miles
from the Pacific that still
feels, more than 15 years
after they found it, like it's

near the end of the earth.
Andy, left, and Nick Peay with winemaker Vanessa Wong PEAY VINEYARDS Happily for the brothers, a

caretaker living on the
property had kept detailed temperature records for years. "He handed me this spiral
notebook,” said Nick, "with detailed temperature readings.” Nick—who is a true geek,
and loves nothing better than to talk rootstocks and diurnal swings—clearly cherished
this particular document. A bonus was the 1906 farmhouse on the highest point of the
property, which they planted with Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Syrah in 1998.

Nick, who presides over viticulture (and whose appearance and wry sense of humor
put me in mind of a young Michael Keaton ), spends a good part of the year on the
remote property. It's more than an hour west of Healdsburg, which their winery is near,
and more than two hours west of St. Helena, where Nick’s future wife, Vanessa Wong,
was living when they began dating. She was working as a winemaker at Peter Michael,
after studying at UC Davis and apprenticing in Bordeaux and Burgundy. Vanessa
became the winemaker for Peay Vineyards in 2001. Andy, who seems the more
gregarious and extroverted of the two brothers, handles sales and promotion for the
winery from his home base in Berkeley.

The Peay wines soon developed a following—as did the wines made from Peay grapes
by Williams Selyem and Failla Vineyards—and helped to burnish the reputation of the
West Sonoma Coast as a source of distinctive, refined and aromatic wines, especially
Pinots and Chardonnays. Peay has also gained a following for its Northern Rhone
varietals, notably Syrah and Viognier. Flowers, Marcassin and Failla were among the
other pioneers that demonstrated the potential of these remote coastal ridges, though
it turns out the word "coast” can be very broadly construed.
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In 1987, the Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade
Bureau had created a
Sonoma Coast AVA, or American Viticultural Area, that encompassed more than
500,000 acres of land and included vineyards more than an hour from the coast—an
area so large and climactically heterogenous as to be almost meaningless.

Pomarium Pinot Noir PEAY VINEYARDS

Many informed observers have started speaking of the true Sonoma Coast, or a West
Sonoma Coast. "Wines grown on the true coast possess an undeniable link to their
maritime origins—a link wines growing further inland lack,” said Matt Licklider, who
makes excellent Pinots and Chardonnays under the Lioco label.

"That the appellation is so huge and covers areas with a 20-degree temperature
variation and very different soils makes a farce out of the idea behind appellations,”
said Andy Peay. Recently, the area that includes Hirsch, Flowers and Marcassin and
other great sites got its own AVA, Fort Ross-Seaview, and further subdivisions are
inevitable, as in Burgundy.

A few years ago, Mr. Peay and some of his neighbors (Failla, Freeman, Littorai,
Freestone and Red Car) formed the West Sonoma Coast Vintners, which now has 40
members. Even within this cool coastal area, there is diversity. Higher-elevation
vineyards above the fogline produce richer wines, while Cobb and Rivers-Marie in
suburban Occidental, a good hour and a half south of Annapolis, are producing
brilliant, crisp Pinots in a slightly warmer microclimate than Peay’s. Cobb Wines is a
father-son venture founded in 2001 by David and Ross Cobb; son Ross also has a day job
as winemaker at Hirsch Vineyards. Rivers-Marie is owned by superstar winemaker
Thomas Rivers Brown (who makes Maybach, Schrader and numerous other wines) and
his partner, Genevieve Marie Welsh, who recently acquired the Summa Vineyard in
Occidental, from which Burt Williams and Ted Lemon of Littorai made legendary
wines. Their own Summa Old Vines, made from 5 acres of gnarled vines planted in 1979
in Occidental, has quickly become a cult classic. The couple paid $2.5 million for the
vineyard, some 15 years after the Peay brothers acquired their own vineyard for about
$4,000 an acre—an indication of the vineyard’s renown, but also a sign of just how hot
the cool-weather West Sonoma Coast has become.

See wine videos and more from Off Duty at youtube.com/wsj.com. Email Jay at
wine@wsj.com.
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Marimar Torres’s dog, Brandy, is her constant companion at the winery.

~INTO THE FOG, AND ABOVE IT~

we walked a hill at the edge of the sleeping vines, picking our way around
the muddiest spots. Marimar is a lovely, aristocratic woman, born to an
old Spanish family, and no shrinking violet when it comes to asserting her-
self; but against the “tree huggers,” as she calls them, she found herself
helpless.

Marimar wanted to show me her new drainage system and water puri-
fication pond, built at enormous cost in order to ensure that any runoff
would end up in the right spot and be clean enough to drink. It was im-
permissible, she insisted, for anyone to accuse her of allowing even a drop
of dirty water into the watershed—it was a matter of pride for Marimar
herself. She also wanted to show how well-tended her vineyard was, how
she had left old trees standing that she could have cut down, and how she
had gone the extra mile to be \respectful of the land. No ugly signs, no gar-
ish outbuildings; even her new horse barn looked as though it had been
there for a hundred years.

All to no avail, however. The vandals struck again, and the officials once
again were unable to do anything. For self-defense, Marimar had been
forced to erect a chain-link fence around her property—something she
hated to do, and which only enraged her antagonists all the more. She finally
invited some locals to her house and cooked them a splendid paella. The
attacks have since stopped.

I have friends who live in West County, and it is difficult for them to
accept any planned use for the land at all. This point of view is certainly
understandable in view of the pristine beauty of the environment. But most
of the land is privately owned, and it is impossible to stop owners from
developing their property if it is done in accordance with local ordinances.
It also seems to me that a pretty little organic vineyard is far preferable to,
say, a housing development or a tacky motel. Steve Domenichelli, who con-

siders himself “both east and west,” praises West Sonomans for having “a






~INTO THE FOG, AND ABOVE IT~

great mentality when it comes to the environment.” But, he adds, “they
can be extreme.”

“We've got guys living out here who are completely off the grid,” says
Greg Adams, at Flowers. Here and there, in hidden clearings in the forest,
marijuana plantations are zealously guarded by shotgun-wielding thugs,
and unwary people who accidentally stumble on the pot farms risk being
shot and even killed. During the growing season, everyone—hunters, mush-
room gatherers, ordinary hikers—is on high alert (or should be) while
prowling these woods.

The marijuana guards are not the only dangers. Bigfoot, or Sasquatch,
is reportedly seen from time to time, lumbering his—or her—way
through the forest. Everyone knows about the 1980 incident at Occiden-
tal, when two local teenage brothers, camping out overnight on some re-
mote acreage their parents owned, had a terrible misadventure. Someone,
or something, attacked their tent in the middle of the night, shaking it
so violently, they later said, that they were terrified for their lives. The
boys crouched in a corner of the tent, holding on to each other and wield-
ing an axe to protect themselves should the intruder enter. Finally, when
things quieted down, they cautiously made their way to their truck and
drove home. The next morning, the entire family returned to the area,
searching for clues, and supposedly found small redwood trees snapped
in two at the seven-foot height. The mother was quoted as saying, “[ The
Sasquatches] have been here long before us and are probably just as cu-
rious of us as we are of them.” A very West County libertarian attitude,
indeed.

I remember a West Sonoman I met in the high hills above Fort Ross
while I was driving the coastal byways. There had been a terrific winter
storm; many trees were flattened, presumably by the wind, not Bigfoot. I

was driving up the mountain on a one-lane dirt road (little more than a

~INTO THE FOG, AND ABOVE IT~

fire trail) in my old Volkswagen; it was a bumpy ride. On one side of the
trail, the mountain rose up like the wall of a skyscraper, only to disappear
far above in a dark clot of redwood and fir; on the other side, it plunged
down five hundred feet to a brush-choked ravine. )

The road broke out onto a ridge, leveled off, and widened. Suddenly,
I found the way blocked by a large tree limb that had toppled. An old pickup
truck was pulled over in a clearing. A tall, skinny, bearded man, with hair
well below his shoulders held by a red headband, was cutting the branch
into pieces with a chain saw.

We chatted while he sawed. The man said he was on contract with the
county to keep the roads clear. He had lived in the area since the 1960s but
was planning to move on.

“Where?” I asked.

“Alaska.”

“Why?”

He grunted. “Gettin’ too crowded.” The chain saw bit noisily into the
wood, sending out a spray of dust.

Too crowded?We were in the middle of nowhere. I remembered some-
thing that Julie Martinelli, whose family owns 2,000 acres in the Fort Ross
area, had said. “Out on those old country roads, you pass one car and you
think, ‘Oh, my God, there’s too much traffic!’”

The man complained about an onslaught of newcomers, tourists, city
folk (I blushed a little at this), and—worst of all, from his point of view—
rich grape growers, who were flocking to the coast in order to plant their
damned vineyards. His voice oozed annoyance and resentment.

“Every day now, you hear em overhead in their helicopters, vrooom,
vrooom, lookin’ for a spot to grow grapes. Not peaceful anymore. It’s get-
tin’,” he spat the words out, “like San Francisco!”

I took his point.







From: Patrick Shabram

To: Thornton. Karen

Subject: [EXTERNAL]FW: West Sonoma Coast boundary
Date: Monday, January 16, 2017 2:09:59 PM

Hi Karen,

| just received confirmation from Carroll Kemp that Skyline Road intersects Skaggs Springs Road west
of Annapolis Road:

“Yes. It intersects Skaggs Springs Road just west of the point where Annapolis Road intersects Skaggs
Springs Road. It is a tiny, unmaintained dirt road that looks more like a private road than public one.”

Let me know if you need me to adjust the description in to identify that the referenced road
becomes (or merges with) Skyline Road.

Thanks,
Patrick

From: Patrick Shabram [mailto:patrick@shabram.com]
Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2017 5:58 PM

To: Karen Thornton (karen.thornton@ttb.gov)
Subject: West Sonoma Coast boundary

Hi Karen,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the boundaries you provided for West Sonoma Coast. For
the most part, the edits looks good to me. | had a couple of comments:

On point 8, you say “southeast” twice (“Proceed southeast in a straight line southeast for 0.2
mile...”).

On point 14, Skaggs Springs Road is correct (I also see references to “Stewarts Point-Skaggs Spring
Road), but | can’t confirm that this is Skyline Road at the referenced intersection. My interpretation
of Google Earth and Google Maps is that Skyline Road continues west and intersects Skaggs Springs
Road west of its intersection with Annapolis Road. | might suggest we use the name Skaggs Spring
Road here, but continue to identify this second road as an unnamed road. Note, if this road is not
called Skyline Road at this intersection, it eventually does merge into Skyline Road.

On point 21, | calculate 0.5 mile.

On point 22, | calculate 5.1 miles.

On point 23, tough to say on the distance. My measurement on the map is 190 feet, but when | look
at Google Earth (and this was a long time ago, but | also think | remember this from field observation

when doing Fort Ross-Seaview), the main gulch is slightly west of the Section 22 border, not east.
Going by the actual gully that likely constitutes the blue line on the USGS map, | come up with 310


mailto:Karen.Thornton@ttb.gov

feet on Google Earth. So | would be good with your measurement of 262 feet, or in keeping with the
identifiable blue line on the USGS map, 190 feet.

Everything else looks good. | would be happy to talk with you some more about these if you like.

Thank you again,
Patrick

PATRICK

SHABRAM

Geographic Consulting

4329 Suncreek Dr, Loveland, CO 80538
(925) 354-2677 www.shabram.com


http://www.shabram.com/

From: Patrick Shabram

To: Thornton, Karen

Subject: [EXTERNAL]West Sonoma Coast Max Temps
Date: Monday, October 17, 2016 8:29:50 PM
Attachments: Addendum 1 Maximum Temp.pdf

Hi Karen,

| hope you are doing well. If you remember, a few weeks ago you asked me about maximum
temperatures at the weather stations analyzed for the West Sonoma Coast AVA petition. Attached
are graphs showing the max temperatures. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Patrick

PATRICK

SHABRAM

Geographic Consulting

4329 Suncreek Dr, Loveland, CO 80538
(925) 354-2677 www.shabram.com


mailto:Karen.Thornton@ttb.gov

Addendum 1 to Petition to Establish the West Sonoma Coast AVA: Maximum Temperatures

In response to inquiry regarding Graph 2 and Graph 3 in the Petition to Establish the West

Sonoma Coast AVA, additional analyses of maximum temperatures for the Santa Rosa CIMIS

#83, Windsor CIMIS #103, Handlery, and KJ Seascape weather stations were conducted.

Addendum 1 Graph 1 shows that the maximum temperature by month, during the same time

period as that covered by Graph 2 in the petition, at the Windsor and Santa Rosa CIMIS stations

usually exceed those found at Handerly in the proposed West Sonoma Coast AVA.

Addendum 1 Graph 1
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Addendum 1 Graph 2, covering the same time period as Graph 3 in the petition, also

demonstrates that daily high temperatures at the Santa Rosa and Windsor CIMIS weather

stations generally exceed daily high temperatures found at KJ Seascape found within the

proposed West Sonoma Coast AVA.






Addendum 1 Graph 2
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These graphs further support the establishment of the West Sonoma Coast AVA by

demonstrating the even greater moderating effects Pacific air has on these West Sonoma Coast
locations.







West Sonoma Coast AVA Boundary

ORIGINAL (IN PETITION)

1. From a starting point at the intersection of the Sonoma County/Mendocino
County boundary and the northwest corner of section 29, T11N, R14 on the
McGuire Ridge map, proceed along a straight line 0.4 mile south to an unnamed
hilltop elevation 820 feet, section 29, T11N, R14W, then

2. Proceed along a straight line 1.4 miles southeast to the intersection of the section
32/section 33 T11, R14W western boundary and the 800 foot elevation line, then

3. Proceed along the 800 foot elevation line in an east-southeasterly direction 3.1
miles onto the Stewarts Point map, to its intersection with the T11N/T10N
boundary, then

4. Follow the T11N/T10N boundary east 0.8 mile to its intersection with the 600 foot
elevation section 2, T10N, R14W/section 35 T11N, R14 W, then

5. Proceed along the 600 foot elevation line 3.3 miles in a southeasterly direction
onto the Annapolis map to its intersection with the southern boundary of section
1, T10N, R14W, then

6. Proceed east along the southern boundary of section 1, T10N, R14W 0.1 mile to
its intersection with the 600 foot elevation line, then

7. Proceed along the meandering 600 foot elevation line first north then in a general
easterly direction 4,8 miles to its sixth intersection with the northern boundary of
section 7, T10N, R13W, then

8. Proceed in a straight line southeast 0.2 mile to the intersection of Soda Springs
Road and an unnamed unimproved road elevation 725 feet, section 8, T10N,
R13W, then

9. Proceed in a straight line south 0.6 mile to the intersection of Soda Springs Road
and the western boundary of section 8, TLON, R13W, then

10.Proceed in a straight line southeast 1.6 miles to the intersection of the eastern
boundary of section 17, T10 N, R13W and the 800 foot elevation line in the
southeast corner of this section, then



11.Proceed along the 800 foot elevation line in a southeasterly direction 2.6 miles to
its intersection with an unimproved road near the 862 benchmark, section 21,
T10N, R13W, then

12.Proceed in a straight line 0.2 mile southeast to the intersection of the 600 foot
elevation line and an intermittent stream, section 28, T10N, R13W, then

13.Proceed along the 600 foot elevation line in a southerly direction 1.7 miles to its
intersection with the eastern boundary of section 33, T10N, R13W, then

14.Proceed in a straight line east-southeast 0.5 mile to the Mendosoma Fire Station,
section 34, T10N, R13W, then

15.Proceed along the unnamed, unimproved road at the Mendosoma Fire Station in
a southeasterly direction 4.6 miles staying to the road that leads to and follows
Skyline Ridge, section 1, T9N, R13W, to its intersection with the northern
boundary of section 12, T9N, R13W, then

16.Proceed generally southeast along the unnamed, unimproved road onto the
Tombs Creek map, Annapolis map, then back onto the Tombs Creek map,
approximately 1.3 miles to the second intersection of that road with the 1,200-
foot elevation line in section 13, T9N, R13W, then

17.Proceed generally southeast along the 1,200-foot line approximately 0.6 mile to
the intersection of that elevation line with Allen Creek, section 18, T9N, R12W,
then

18.Proceed generally north along Allen Creek approximately 0.2 mile to the
intersection of Allen Creek with the 920-foot elevation line, section 18, T9N,
R12W, then

19.Proceed generally east and then southeast along the meandering 920-foot
elevation line, onto the Fort Ross map, Tombs Creek map, then back onto the
Fort Ross map to the intersection of the line with Jim Creek, section 21, T9N,
R12W, then

20.Proceed generally southeast along Jim Creek approximately 0.7 mile to the
northern boundary of section 27, TO9N, R12W, then

21.Proceed east along the northern boundary of section 27, TO9N, R12W to the
northeast corner of section 27, then



22.Proceed south along the eastern boundaries of section 27 and 34, T9N, R12W,
and continue south along the eastern boundary of sections 3, 10, 15, and 22,
T8N, R12W, to Fort Ross Road, then

23.Proceed east along Fort Ross Road to the intersection of Fort Ross Road with
the middle branch of Russian Gulch Creek, then

24.Proceed south along that creek for approximately 1.2 miles to the intersection of
that creek and the 920 foot elevation line, section 26, T8N, R12W, then

25.Proceed in a straight line east southeast onto the Cazadero map 2.0 miles to the
summit of Pole Mountain, section 30, T8N, R11W, then

26.Proceed southeast onto the Duncan Mills map 4.7 miles to the confluence of
Austin Creek and the Russian River, T7N, T11W, then

27.Follow the Russian River in an easterly direction 3.1 miles to the intersection of
the Russian River and the Bohemian Highway, then

28.Proceed along the Bohemian Highway in a southeasterly direction 10.1 miles
onto the Camp Meeker map and through the towns of Camp Meeker and
Occidental, then onto the Valley Ford map and through the town of Freestone to
the intersection of the Bohemian Highway and Bodega Road, T6N, R10W (BM
214, identified as Bodega Road on Camp Meeker map), then

29.Follow Bodega Road 0.9 mile onto the Camp Meeker map to its intersection with
Jovine Road to the north and an unnamed secondary highway at BM 486, T6N,
R10W, then

30.Follow an unnamed light duty road (Barnett Valley Road) in a southerly then
easterly direction 2.2 miles onto the Valley Ford map then onto the Two Rock
map to the intersection of Bennett Valley Road and Burnside Road, ection 17,
T6N, ROW, then

31.Follow Burnside Road in a southeasterly direction 3.2 miles to its intersection
with the 400 foot elevation line just north of an unnamed light duty road (B< 376),
Canada de Pogolimi land grant, TSN, R9W, then

32.Follow the 400 foot elevation line in a westerly direction 6.7 miles onto the Valley
Ford map to its intersection with an unimproved road, Canada de Pogolimi land
grant, T6N, ROW, then



33.Follow this unimproved road north then southwest 0.9 mile to its terminus,
Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N, R9W, then

34.Follow a straight line 0.1 mile northwest to the summit of an unnamed hilltop
elevation 448, Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N, R10W, then

35.Follow a straight line northwest 0.6 mile to BM 61 on an unnamed secondary
highway (Freestone Valley Ford Road) along Ebabias Creek, Canada de
Pogolimi land grant, T6N, R10W, then

36.Follow a straight line 0.8 mile west-northwest to VABM 724 on an unnamed
hilltop, Estero Americano land grant, T6N, R10W, then

37.Follow a straight line 1.0 miles west to the intersection of Salmon Creek and an
intermittent stream, Estero Americano land grant, T6N, R10W, then

38.Follow Salmon Creek in a westerly direction 9.6 miles onto the Bodega Head
map to its mouth at the Pacific Ocean, then

39.Follow the Pacific Coast in a northwesterly direction approximately 51.4 miles
onto the Duncan Mills map then Arched Rock map then Fort Ross map then
Plantation map then Stewarts Point map then Gualala map to the Sonoma
County/Mendocino County line, then

40. Follow the Sonoma County/Mendocino County line southeast then in a

northeasterly direction then east 5.6 miles onto the McGuore Ridge map to the
starting point at the northwest corner of section 29, T11N, R14W.

REVISED (confirmed with petitioner 1/17/17)

1. The beginning point is on the McGuire Ridge map the intersection of the Sonoma
County/Mendocino County boundary and the northwest corner of section 29,
T11IN/R14W. From the beginning point, proceed southeast in a straight line for
0.4 mile to an unnamed hilltop with a marked elevation of 820 feet in section 29,
T11N/R14W; then

2. Proceed southeast in a straight line for 1.4 miles to the intersection of the eastern
boundary of section 32 and the 800-foot elevation contour, T11/R14W; then

3. Proceed southeast along the 800-foot elevation contour for 3.1 miles, crossing
onto the Stewarts Point map, to its intersection with the northern boundary of
section 3, TLON/R14W; then



. Proceed east along the northern boundary of section 3 and then along the
northern boundary of section 2 for a total of 0.8 mile to the intersection of the
northern boundary of section 2 and the 600-foot elevation contour, T10N, R14W;
then

. Proceed generally southeast along the 600-foot elevation contour for 3.3 miles,
crossing onto the Annapolis map, to its intersection with the northern boundary of
section 12, TION/R14W; then

. Proceed east along the northern boundary of section 12, TLON/R14W, for 0.1
mile to its intersection with the 600-foot elevation contour; then

. Proceed north then generally east along the meandering 600-foot elevation
contour for 4.8 miles to its sixth intersection with the northern boundary of section
7, TION/R13W; then

. Proceed southeast in a straight line for 0.2 mile to the intersection of an unnamed
light-duty road known locally as Kelly Road and an unnamed, unimproved road
with a marked elevation of 725 feet, known locally as Oak Hill LO Road, in
section 8, TLON/R13W; then

. Proceed south in a straight line for 0.6 mile to the intersection of Soda Springs
Road and the eastern boundary of section 7, TLON/R13W; then

10.Proceed in a straight line southeast for 1.6 miles to the intersection of the eastern

boundary of section 17, TLON/R13W, and the 800-foot elevation contour; then

11.Proceed southeast along the 800-foot elevation contour for 2.6 miles to its

intersection with an unnamed, unimproved road near the 862-foot benchmark in
section 21, T1ON/R13W, then

12.Proceed southeast in a straight line for 0.2 mile to the intersection of the 600-foot

elevation contour and an intermittent stream in section 28, TION/R13W:; then

13.Proceed south along the 600-foot elevation contour for 1.7 miles to its

intersection with the eastern boundary of section 33, TLON/R13W; then

14.Proceed southeast in a straight line for 0.5 mile to the intersection of an unnamed

light-duty road known locally as Skaggs Springs Road and an unnamed,
unimproved road known locally as Skyline Road, near the Mendosoma Fire
Station in section 34, TLION/R13W; then



15.Proceed southeast along the unnamed, unimproved road (Skyline Road) for total
of 5.9 miles as it follows Skyline Ridge and crosses onto the Tombs Creek map,
back onto the Annapolis map, then back on to the Tombs Creek map, to the
intersection of the road with the 1,200-foot elevation contour in section 13,
TION/R13W; then

16.Proceed southeast along the 1,200-foot elevation contour for 0.6 mile to the
intersection with Allen Creek in section 18, TON/R12W:; then

17.Proceed north along Allen Creek for 0.2 mile to the intersection with the 920-foot
elevation contour in section 18, T9N/R12W; then

18.Proceed east and then southeast along the meandering 920-foot elevation
contour, crossing onto the Fort Ross map, then onto the Tombs Creek map, and
then back onto the Fort Ross map, to the intersection of the elevation contour
with Jim Creek in section 21, T9N/R12W; then

19.Proceed southeast along Jim Creek for 0.7 mile to the intersection of the creek
with the northern boundary of section 27, T9N, R12W, then

20.Proceed east along the northern boundary of section 27 for 0.5 mile to the
northeast corner of section 27; then

21.Proceed south along the eastern boundaries of sections 27, 34, 3, 10, 15, and 22
for 5.1 miles to the intersection of the eastern boundary of section 22 and Fort
Ross Road, T8N/R12W; then

22.Proceed east along Fort Ross Road for approximately 262 feet to the intersection
of the road with the middle branch of Russian Gulch Creek in section 23,
T8N/R12W; then

23.Proceed south along the middle branch of Russian Gulch Creek for 1.2 miles to
the intersection with the 920-foot elevation contour in section 26, TBN/R12W:;
then

24.Proceed southeast in a straight line east for 2 miles, crossing onto the Cazadero
map, to the summit of Pole Mountain in section 30, T8BN/R11W; then

25.Proceed southeast in a straight line for 4.7 miles, crossing onto the Duncan Mills
map, to the confluence of Austin Creek and the Russian River, T7N/R11W; then



26.Proceed generally east (upstream) along the Russian River for 3.1 miles to the
intersection of the Russian River and the Bohemian Highway in section 7,
T7N/R10W; then

27.Proceed southeast along the Bohemian Highway for a total of 10.1 miles,
crossing onto the Camp Meeker map and through the towns of Camp Meeker
and Occidental, then crossing onto the Valley Ford map and through the town of
Freestone, to the intersection of the Bohemian Highway and an unnamed
medium-duty road known locally as Bodega Road near benchmark (BM) 214 in
section 12, T6N/R10W; then

28.Proceed northeast along Bodega Road for 0.9 mile, crossing onto the Camp
Meeker map, to the intersection of the road with an unnamed light-duty road
known locally as Barnett Valley Road north of the marked 486-foot elevation
point in the Cafiada de Jonive land grant, T6N/R10W; then

29.Proceed south then east along Barnett Valley Road for 2.2 miles, crossing onto
the Valley Ford map and then onto the Two Rock map, to the intersection of
Bennett Valley Road with Burnside Road in section 17, T6N/ROW; then

30.Proceed southeast along Burnside Road for 3.2 miles to its intersection with the
400-foot elevation contour just north of an unnamed light duty road known locally
as Bloomfield Road in the Cafiada de Pogolimi land grant, TSN/ R9W; then

31.Proceed west along the 400-foot elevation contour for 6.7 miles, crossing onto
the Valley Ford map, to the intersection of the elevation contour with an
unimproved road, Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N/R9W; then

32.Proceed northwest then southwest along the unnamed, unimproved road for 0.9
mile to its terminus, Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N/ROW; then

33.Proceed northwest in a straight line for 0.1 mile to the marked 448-foot summit of
an unnamed hilltop, Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N/R10W; then

34.Proceed northwest in a straight line for 0.6 mile to the 61-foot benchmark along
an unnamed secondary highway known locally as Freestone Valley Ford Road,
Canada de Pogolimi land grant, T6N/R10W; then

35.Proceed west-northwest in a straight line for 0.8 mile to VABM 724 in the Estero
Americano land grant, T6N/R10W; then

36.Proceed west in a straight line for 1.0 miles to the intersection of Salmon Creek
and an intermittent stream, Estero Americano land grant, T6N/R10W; then



37.Proceed west (downstream) along Salmon Creek for 9.6 miles, crossing onto the
Bodega Head map, to the mouth of the creek at the Pacific Ocean; then

38.Proceed north along the Pacific coastline for 51.4 miles, crossing over the
Duncan Mills, Arched Rock, Fort Ross, Plantation, and Stewarts Point maps and
onto the Gualala map to the intersection of the coastline with the Sonoma
County/Mendocino County line; then

39.Proceed east along the Sonoma County/Mendocino County line for 5.6 miles,
crossing onto the McGuire Ridge map, and returning to the beginning point.
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