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R. G. Bogner
|
Cloverdale, Calif.

1-17-8>

In 1958 I was contacted by a Realestate
man, to look ét a ranch at the nortihh end of
the Alexander Valley. Afterchecking it out
and seeing maps that showed 1t was the Alexandsr
Valley I purchased the Ranch. This ranch is
located on niver Rd. east of floverdale.

It was my understanding then and now that

Wwe are at the north end of Alexander Valley,
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January 22, 1983

To Whom it may Concern:

Regarding the limitations of the "Alexander
Valley" grape Apellation, it 1s definitely our
opinion that the Cloverdale-Astl area shouldbe
included.

The most obvious reason is the inclusion
of this section of the Russian River Valley, on
the geological maps, as being a natural contlnu-
ation of Alexander Valley as to soll patterns
and climate.

The second reason 1ls the total lack of logiec
of some of the proposed limitations. It might
be reasonable to choose a definite geographical
limliting feature, as certainly the gap in the hills
just north of Cloverdale would be., But to end
a "reglon®at this or that road is not too
logical. )

There has been mention, at one time, of using
the boundaries of the original Cyrus Alexander
grant, That would be logical, but I do not think
these are the limits proposed. Moreover, old
deeds show at least one of the original Alexander's
relations (Rufina Alexander) to have owned agri-
cultural land near present-day Cloverdale,

As to grape quality, there are vineyards here
of 0ld, lesser-variety grapes. No dounbt there
are a few such left in the area East & South of
Healdsburg! Such old vineyards do not concern the
question of Apellations, because winerjes wishing
to use a prestige title, will not buy such grapes,
end those wineries who do will be producing
bulk wines. The quality of properly planted and
managed vineyards in the Cloverdale area 1s qulte
the equal of those in the rest of the Valley,

We are hoping for a rational solution of
the Apellation question. Thank you.
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RUSSELL H. GREEN, JR. %3
HOOT OWL CREEK VINEYARDS \g) %\\ (o e X
Alexander Valley ] o

California R/QQEX ) /3. 8/ %/3

January 25, 1983

Mr. William T. Drake

Dept. of the Treasury

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Drake:

I am writing in regard to the hearing yesterday in
Santa Rosa concerning the Alexander Valley Appellation.

Several impressions were left at the hearing which
need correction or clarification. As the hearing had
gone on quite long enough, it seemed inappropriate to
do so from the floor.

They are:

1. The Group B proponents discussed 1200
acres of vineyard as being their re-
quested addition to the Alexander Valley
appellation area. However, it should be
pointed out that the boundaries of their
proposed addition, while irregular in
shape, are 7 miles north and south and
probably average 7 miles east and west
for a total of 49 sections, or an area
in excess of 30,000 acres. The plantable
area is certainly a matter of question,
but it would appear to be 8,000-10,000
acres, making it a much bigger fraction
of the existing appellation land than
was discussed at the meeting.

2. The physical narrowing down of the Valley
at the northern end of the Group A pro-
posal is a definite topographic factor
which should be viewed by the panel mem-
bers from the flat north of Geyserville

MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX 965 « HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448 » TELEPHONE {707) 433-1352 OR (707) 433-1770



in order to appreciate the contrast with
the Valley per se.

3. The impression that a north line of the
vineyard appellation area has been moved
in a continuous manner was suggested.

The line was established once when the
appellation was established and has re-
mained in that location. A reference by
Mr. Cordtz that he was paid Alexander
Valley price for his grapes at Simi
Winery is correct because his vineyard

at that time was located very near Geyser-
ville and in the appellation area. Since
that time he has moved out of the appela-
tion area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very trul ours,

Russell H. Green, Jr.

RHG/mac

cc: Chief
Washington, D.C.
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Chief Regulation and Procedures Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

ATTEN: Notice No. 444

Dear Sirs: ,

I would like to comment on the following topics that were discussed at your
Public Hearing concerning the proposed Northern Boundary of "Alexander Valley",
on January 24, 1983 in Santa Rosa, California.

Topic #1 - Rural Mail Delivery: It was stated that rural mail delivery now
‘serving the proposed "Alexander Valley" originates at the Geyserville Post Office.
This statement is incorrect. As a former employee of the Cloverdale Post Office
for 29 years, and Assistant Postmaster of that office for 18 of those years, I am
in a position to correct that statement. The rural route that makes the deliveries
in that area originates in Cloverdale as Rural Route #1. The Geyserville Post Office
is an intermidiate office of Cloverdale and has been for at least 50 years that I
know of. The carrier leaves the Cloverdale office, proceeds south to Geyserville,
then picks up mail at the Geyserville Post Office, proceeds South to the "Jimtown
area' (the original Alexander Valley) and then returns to the Cloverdale Post Office.
All of the changes that are necessary for that route must be presented to the
Cloverdale Post Office. The Postal Service only considers the immediate Jimtown
area as Alexander Valley. Therefore, moving that boundary north of Geyserville
should include the Cloverdale area as this is only one valley and Cloverdale does
have an input on the entire area which will be Alexander Valley. The rural mail
delivery for the entire Geyserville and Cloverdale area is the responsibility of
the Cloverdale Post Office.

Topic #2 - Geographical Characteristics: I have lived in the area south of
Cloverdale for 51 years and farmed this area for over 30 years. I feel the
characteristics of the north Geyserville area (north of Hwy 128) and the Cloverdale
area are very similar. Therefore, no difference could be experienced in the quality
of wine grapes in either area. Any difference that is obtained is due to the
farming procedures of the person doing the farming.

Again, I strongly support the northern boundary be placed at the north end

of this Valley, which is approximately one mile north of Cloverdale.

Vernon Lile

Cloverdale, CA. 95425
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fanta Resa, Callf. 95405
Phene (907) 539-9657
January 28, 1983

Chief, Regulations & Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, DC

Re: Alexander Valley Viticultural Area

Gentlemen:

On January 24, 1983 I attended the hearing held by ATF in
Santa Rosa, California regarding the Alexander Valley
Viticultural Area.

I was not one of the scheduled speakers. However, I do have
property interests at the North end of Alexander Valley which
includes 50 acres of vineyard. During the hearing 1 received
the impression that ATF was curious as to the common designation
of the entire valley area. Historically, it appears that the
valley was known in the past as the Russian River Valley.
Alexander Valley was an appendage at the Southern tip of the main
valley consisting of the properties of the Alexander family.

More recent identification of the entire Russian River plain from
near Healdsburg on the South to the North edge of Cloverdale on
the HNorth is recognized and known by the name "Alexander Valley'.

In support of the above, I am submitting a well-circulated
County map issued about 15 years ago by the Exchange Bank. In
addition, I found in my files a map which I obtained about one
yvear ago that was issued to tourists by the Cloverdale Chamber
of Commerce. Both maps use the current local designation of
"Alexander Valley'" to describe the valley area from Cloverdale
to Healdsburg.

It appeared from the hearing that the opponents of an
appellation designation for the entire valley were attempting to
reserve to their personal benefit a name identification that has
been in common use for the entire valley and for a similar and
common viticultural area.

We believe that an appellation designation should be
primarily concerned with the common total viticultural area
identification rather than with attempting to establish an
exclusive elitest identity for a few individuals. Permitting
the southern end of Alexander Valley to remove themselves from
the area, taking the name of the valley with them, is contrary
to the intent o¢f the regulations.

The entire Alexander Valley, the valley from Cloverdale to
Healdsburg, should be maintained and continued under one
viticultural area designation.

Respectfully submitted,
Y 0.

rnes o
Encl. President
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707-433-7209
January 25, 1983

Mr. William T. Drake

Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Mr. Drake:

Thank you very much for taking the time to come all the
way to Santa Rosa to hear the various sides of the Alexander
Valley Viticultural Area Proposal. I think you asked pertinent
questions and did a good job in keeping the meeting moving.
There were a lot of words, I'm not sure all of them meant that
much.

For your information, I have contacted a grower at the
north end of our Group A Proposal to find out who his neighbors
are. I plan on taking a day, near the end of the week, to
take a close look at that area for possible vineyards that
might cross our northern boundary.

I would like to reemphasize that I believe strongly
that growers in the Cloverdale area should apply for their
own appelation. I don't think it would be fair to the growers
in the southern end who have done all the work, if the Clover-
dale area was included.

I will be in touch concerning the northern boundary.

Sinder

Hank Wetze
Winemaker
Chairman, Group A Proposal
cc: Norman Blake

Joseph Deviney

——————Adan-Craham

Michael Saxon
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‘Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms

Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

Attn: Chief of Regulations and Procedures Division

Dear Sir:

For thirteen years I have been a retailer in the wine business.
I'm sure you are aware of the tremendous growth in the California
Wine Industry in recent years, especially as it affects the growing
number of wineries in this 8tate.

Speaking for myself as a merchant, and speaking for wine consumers
who patronize the Curds & Whey Wine Shop, I am writing to strongly
protest the pending application to enlarge the Alemander Valley Appellation
to include anything beyond what has historically (and geographically)
been regarded as the Alexander Valley.

The Appeliation system has been tremendously helpful in creating
a framework within which consumers can get a handle on the all-important
business of distinguishing California's many and varied vitacultural
regions, Thus, we begin to establish with this system a common
vocabulary for relating what is in the bottle to a specifie geographical
place. As with any vocabulary, if the definitions of the terms as they
relate to usage (in this case HISTORIGAL and GEOGRAPHICAL)usage)
are subject to arbitrary changes, then the system as a whold becomes
confusing at best and approaches meaninglesstess. In short, Asti and
Geyserville are not, and never have been part of the Alexander Valley.

To the contrary, these areas North of the Alexander Valley are a
uniquely different region--this has been established several times at
trade tastings which I have attended. Hence, I would endorse and applaud
the idea that the Geyserville area should have ITS OWN APPELLATION,

I sincerely hope the Bureau will solve this problem with an eye
toward logic and protection of the consuming publiec. To do otherwise
would be a great disservice to the very concept of the Appellation
system..

Respectfully yours,

John Chalik
President

6311 COLLEGE AVENUE - OAKLAND « CALIFORNIA*»94618+ 415 652-6311




PAUL CRAWFORD MCKNIGHT

January 31, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

BATF

Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

RE: Alexander Valley Appellation
Dear Mr. Whitley:

We are students and consumers of California wine. We have
been priveleged to have been enrolled in several wine apprec-
iation courses put on by the Enology/Viticulture Department
of University of California, Davis.

Alexander Valley's history as a separate, well defined vine-
yard and wine making area is well known to consumers of
California wine.

The Cloverdale area does not have the same reputation as a
fine wine making region. In the last ten years, Alexander
Valley has gained an impressive reputation for making high
quality wines.

As consumers, we feel the BATF would make a critical mistake
to include Cloverdale as part of the Alexander Valley
appellation.

Sincerely,

Joan K.

Paul C. McKnifht McKnight

Orinda, CA 94563



Jan, 30, 1903

Chiesf

Regulat fons/Procedures Div.
BATH

20Box 30E

aghington DC 20044

I am writing to protest the proposed changes in the viticultural
area boundaries for Alexander Valley.

The history of Scnoma County, well over a century of it, does
not support the Cloverdale conbtention thet it is a part of Alexander
Valley.

~~References in newspapers, atlsses snd histories dating from
1869 to Alexander Valley do mnot include Cloverdals. And Cloverdsle's
history never sites it in Alexander Valley. The USGS map stands as
an aberration.

~=Netween Alexander Valley and Cloverdale lie five miles of
area known as Asti, for 100 years the home of Italian Swiss Colony
winery. In that 100 ysars, no label or literature lssued by the
winery stated Tthat oi:: winery was or 1s in Alexander Valley.

Tlhig history of the Alexsnder Valley appellabticvii; over 10 years
t, doas not support the Cleverdale contention that it is a part
lexander Velley,

cf 1
of A
~=In October 1982 staff membsrs of four Cloverdals wineries
defined Alexander Valley as an area located south of Ceyserville,
Yone claimed that their wineries were located in Alexander Vellsy.

~~No appellation map on file with the BATF (prior to the Group

B proposal), or published in any wine book or on any wine labsl or
in winery literature included C?OVGrﬁ le in the Alexander Vallsy.

--By winery testimony, grapes from Clcverdale 27s not grapes from
Alexander Valley.

The syndicatcris plea that his investors will be hurt if Clover-~
dale i3 not included in Alexzander Valley 13 not enough reason to gst
agide ovaer 100 years of hiistory. The contention of newcomers that
thelr grapes will be priced lower if Cloverdsle is not made a part
of Alexander Valley 1s insufficient basis %o undo cver a decade of
gconsumar rscognltlon of appellation integrity established and
enhencerd Dy Alexander Valley.

The geology and goography cen be dsbetsed until the Franciscan
vucture turns to Yolo loam. It 1s really not relevant. Yhat is
slevant, and should be governing, 1s peon“e° Those who have created
vaars of history in Alexander Valley and over a decade. of
1l"d“ilﬂnQ integrity of appellation, and those teng of thousands

O
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W e ‘ 7370 Highway 128

J / Q@Z Healdsburg, CA 95448
ausa 111(21f3} (707) 433-2285 or
(707) 433-2893

Jan. 28,198%

Wm., F. Drake Jr.

Assistant Director

Dept. of Treasury BATF
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Sir:

This concerns the establishment of an Alexander Valley
viticultural aresa.

1. Since 1925 when my father purchased the Soda Rock Winery
and Ranch, I spent my summers in Alexander Valley. At that time
Alexander Valley's northern boundary was about three miles
south of the Geyserville bridge.

2, In 1943% until 1973 my husband and I leased the winery
and ranch from my father and during this time we considered the
northern boundary to be the Geyserville bridge. I still think
that is where it should be. However, I'll go along with Group
A's proposal, slightly north of the town of Geyserville.

%3, I have lived in Healdsburg and Alexander Valley for
over seventy years. I have had four cousins with vineyards
in Cloverdale, Asti and Chianti. At one time a cousin was co-
owner and general manager of Italian Swiss Colony. At no time
have I ever heard them mention that they were a part of Alexander
Valley.

4, At the hearing held in Santa Rosa on January 24,1983,

T noticed a number of people from Cloverdale - all "Johnny
come latelys". I did not see one old time vineyardist - they
could care less. I was particularly chagrined at the young
lady who spoke first. Her father spoke later. They have had
their vineyard one year, haven't sold one bunch of grapes from
it and yet presume to tell Cloverdale that they should be

i



7370 Highway 128

/ Q@?‘ Healdsburg, CA 95448
ausal " mery (707) 433-2285 or

(707) 433-2893

included in the Alexander Valley viticultural area!
5. We in Alexander Valley have worked hard to improve
our vineyards and produce a better wine. In our own vineyard
we are pulling out sections of old vines every year and replanting
with choicer varieties. In our winery only the best grapes
are crushed - the others are left hanging.
©. Cloverdale never considered being a part of Alexander
Valley until we became renowned for superior grapes and wines.
Now they want to get on our bandwagon. Let them get their
own appelation! What's wrong with Chianti or Asti if they

don't like Cloverdale?

Sincerely,

Rose Demostene Benson



HENRY J. VAUX

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94707
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Alax;ndor Valle; Assoclaﬂon

POST OFFICE BOX 1195
HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448

February 1, 1983

Chief Regulations & Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Attention Votice #4444

Re: Alexander Valley Viticultural Area

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a letter from the Agriculture Commissioner of
of Sonoma County briefly outlining the boundaries of Alexander
Valley as perceived by his office. The Ag Commissioner's office,
as do most of the other county and state agencies, considers
Alexander Valley to go only as far north as the Geyserville
bridge. This was further pointed out at the hearing held in
Santa Rosa. At that hearing there was no evidence given that
any of the Cloverdale Basin is now or ever has been considered
part of the Alexander Valley. It has only been in the past ten
years that the area just north of the Geyserville bridge was

included in Alexander Valley. Presently, since that time ten

£~

years ago, we have had an aporoved B.A.T.F. Anpellation for
Alexander Valley which is the area proposed by Croup A. Again,

- 1

as evidence at the hearing shoved, no one ei he Cloverdale
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1 1
Basin or outside of it has ever considered the area north of the
oresent appellation to be part of or connected with the Alexander
Valley.

This is further demonstrated by the composition of various
local clubs, associations, civic groups and other local district-
ing such scheools, fire departments, 4-H clubs, and farm bureaus.
In all cases the Cloverdale area and the Alexander Valley are

distinct and separate areas and do mno overlap in any way.



Page two

The only thing the two areas have in common is the fact that
they both grow grapes; but again here it ends. As was pointed
out at the hearing, the Alexander Valley is much cooler than the
Cloverdale Basin. his is due primarily to the fog which is
more evident in the southern end of Alexander Valley than it

is in the Cloverdale Basin. While both areas do grow grapes, the
Alexander Valley has more acres planted to white varieties and
the Cloverdale area has more acres planted to red varieties.
Where the same varieties are grown in both areas, the wine

made from those grapes will be quite different and distinct,
each with its own characteristics. The grape's name may be the
same, but the wine is different. If we now change the area that
has been Alexander Valley for the last ten years and that the
consumer has begun to think of as Alexander Valley, we will be
changing the wine that is now recognized as coming from that
particular valley. You will also wipe out the many many hours
of labor and effort that the wineries and growers from the
present Alexander Valley have put into developing their area

as one whose wine is unique from other areas.

Many thousands of dollars have been spent on publicizing
the area proposed by Group A as being Alexander Valley. If vou
now change that to something else, we will be back to square
one and will have to start all over again. Ten years of work
will be lost.

At the end of the hearing the only justification Group B
could give to being included in Alexander Valley was a monetary
one. They felt they might receive less for their grapes if they
were not in Alexander Valley. By the same token it does not
seem right that the growers and wineries in the area of Group A
should lose the time, effort and money they have put into develop-
ing Alexander Valley as it is known today.

Napa Valley, through hard work and effort, has developed
its name to the extent that growers do receive more money, on

an average, for their various varieties of grapes than we do in
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Sonoma County and Alexander Valley. On the other hand, some
wineries such as Chateau St. Jean recognize the potential of
Alexander Valley for growing Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc and
in some cases are paying even higher prices than Napa Valley for
these same varieties. This is only possible because the present
Alexander Valley is recognized as having growing conditions that
are unique to this area. Is it fair to these growers to change
the advantage that they have worked so hard for by enlarging the
area in order that other growers can also say they are from
Alexander Valley? In time the Cloverdale area may be recognized
as a superior area for one red variety or another, but it is up
to the growers of that area to put the time and effort into
making that possible.

When ail the evidence is weighed, it seems only fair that
the boundaries of Alexander Valley be set as proposed by Group A.
Group A is presently checking to see that no existing vineyards
are cut in half by their northern line. It would only involve
moving the line a few feet one way or the other to make sure

the boundary is on a proverty line and not through someone's

vineyard.

Very truly yours,

Dale R. Goode

President, Alexander Valley Assn.
Enclosure

DRG:1d



COLUNTY OF SONDOMA
DEPARTMENT 0OF AGRICULTURE :
HARRY F, MoORALCKEN Acmnunz

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER INDUSTRY
RECREATION

2555 MENDDCINDO AVE., RM. 101-P
SANTA RDSA, CALIFORNIA 95401
TELEPHONE (707) 527-2371

January 19, 1983

Dale Goode

Alexander Valley Association
P.0. Box 1195

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Our records of vineyard and tree plantings show that we
consider the following as the Alexander Valley area:

From the junction of Chalk Hill Road and Highway
128 on the south to a few acres north of the Grange
Hall east of Geyserville. For width, we are using
Highway 101 eastward to the hills.

I realize this may be a rough descrintion but another method
would be very lengthy by writing out township and section
lines.

If we can be of further assistance, please notify us.

Yours truly,

<Hérry . Mc Cracken
Agricultural Commissioner

HFM/sas
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3740 HIGHWAY 128
GEYSERVILLE, CA 95441
(707) 433-3295
Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol,Tobacco & Firearms Jan. 31,1983
P.0O. Box 385
Washington, D.C. 20044~0385

Attention Notice No. 444

Dear Sirs:

I am writing this statement in regard to the Alexander Valley
Appellation in support of group A.

I attended the hearing of the Alexander Valley Appellation,
which was held Monday, January 24, 1983, in Santa Rosa. After
listening to the testimony there were several things that were
not brought up in the support of proposal A. Both the historical
and geographical testimony in my opinion support proposal A. In
addition to these I would like to point out that five other in-
stitutions support this position, they are as follows:

1) Alexander Valley School District.,

Thigs school district was established in the late
1800t's and serves the Alexander Valley from about
two miles Southeast of Geyserville to Chalk Hill Rd.
The Geyserville district goes to the Northern Boundry

of proposal A,

2) Alexander Valley Community Hall.
The hall built in 1920's has served as the rec~
reational center as well as the meebting arena for
the area and has never been used by any organization

representing Alexander Valley lying above Geyserville,



3) Alexander Vélley Association.

This association formed in 1969, is a community
development and improvement association., Only those
residing or owning property within the bounds of pro-
posal A are elgible for membership. At this time
there are approximately 240 members.

4) Alexander Valley Volunteer Fire Department.

This fire department was formed in 1973 and is
now a division of the Geyserville Volunteer Fire Dept.
The Geyserville and Alexander Divisions do not respond
to calls north of the Northern Boundary of Proposal A.
Unless requested to assist by either Department of
Forestry or the Cloverdale Fire Dept. The area lying
north of the proposal A is under the jurisdiction of
Dept. of Forestry and the Cloverdale Fire Dept.

5) Alexander Valley Farm Bureau.

This long established Farm Bureau Center serves
those living in the area of proposal A. It was orig-
inally called Russian River Farm Bureau but due to the
confusion by that name it was changed to Alexander Valley

which is a more definitive nane.

As you can see the Alexander Valley as proposed by group A is long
established and shows very clearly the bounds of Alexander Valley - have
never extended north of Geyserville. '

In conclusion the usage of Alexander Valley along with the histor-
ical and geographical proof clearly indicate where and why Alexander
Valley is located. The residents of Alexander Valley ( proposal A )
are very proud of what we have done to gain recognition of our area
and take exception to those who try to use our reputation for their

financial gain as one Mr. Cordiz suggested is purely economic.



The Cloverdale Area is, was, and always will be the Cloverdale Area
regardless of whatever name they try to attach to it. I suggest they use
as much effort to promote Cloverdale as they do to try to attach themselves

to another area who has already egtablished their own appellation.

Sincerelil

Tedo Murphy Jr,

TIMspm



A. CARL HELMHOLZ

LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA 94549
Feb. 1,1983

Mr. Jim Whitley
BATF

Box 385

Washington DC 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

I am writing concerning the
Alexander Valley viticultural area in Sonoma
County California. Mrs. Helmholz and I own
property in Alexander Valley (our address is
4530 01d Barn Road, Healdsburg, CA 95448)
and have 13 acres devoted to cabernet sauvignon
grapes. We are, of course, very proud of the
gquality of our grapes and the wine made from
them and believe that the name Alexander Valley
should be reserved for grapes grown in the
area traditionally called by that name and the
wine made from those grapes. In particular,
we object to letting the growers in the Clover-
dale, California, area and the Asti, California
area use the name Alexander Valley. I think that
the detailed arguments to "protest any additions
to or changes in the longstanding Alexander Valley
appellation" have been presented to you, and
so I will not repeat them.

Thank you for your consideration
of our opinions.

Sincerely yours,

Eli!beth L., Helmholz !

A. Carl Helmholz
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N HUNTLEY SOYSTER

CONSULTANT
PACKAGING DESIGN &
CORPORATE IDENTITY

3667 Happy Valley Road
- Lafayette, CA 94549
415/283-7260

Chief January 31,1983
Regulations & Procedures Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

Box 385

Washington D.C.

200440385

Dear Sir:

T was made aware recently of a current discussion
concerning the inclusion of Cloverdale, California
into the Alexander Valley wine growing area. I feel
the necessity to write to you to protest such a move.

For thirteen years I was the owner of a twenty-five
hundred acre ranch near Ukiah, California. You may

be aware this is just north of Cloverdale. By all
standards of local population, Cloverdale is totally

a "Mendocino” neighbor. The people are greatly

involved in timber and trucking of lumber and chips.

To most residents the closeness of Hopland, Boonville
and Ukiah make the relationship one that I cannot
imagine belonging to the wine district of the Alexander
Valley.

I own no property in the Alexander Valley and no
longer own my ranch in Mendocino County and so have
no "bone to pick" other than leaving the Alexander
Valley district alone.




william £ Fieints
post office box 418
_Somoma, ¢a, 95476

viney

ézlvto
707 - 938 - 0827

Jan 24,'83
Chief, Regulation & Proceed. Div.
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
P.O. Box 385
Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Ref: Alexander Valley appellation petition, Sonoma Co.,Ca.

Dear Sir

This morning I was one of the participants in Santa Rosa
Ca., in the Alexander Valley viticultural appellation
hearings. I wish to make a further comment on what I
perceive as a possible major mis-understanding on the
part of some members of the BATF Hearing panel.

One of the panel asked this question: "Given the fact
that Alexander Valley is no longer limited to the lands
of Cyrus Alexander (for whom the valley was named): and
given the fact that the valley's boundaries have been
enlarged over the years, is it not now possible that
another enlargement is going on in the way the public
perceives the valley's boundary and this extension in-
cludes Cloverdale?"

The answer to this question is a very firm, no! There is
no evolution in this matter except that Alexander Valley
residents have extended the northern boundary a bit past
Geyserville to fit an obvious geographic demarcation line.
This was done so that the petition would conform to geo-
graphic patterns or landscape, rather than the Geyserville
bridge. There is not now nor has there been in the recent
past, any discussion among Cloverdale citizens in general
about their suddenly being a part of Alexander Valley. The
issue has not been covered in any local newspaper because
the concept is only the idea of a half dozen growers from
Cloverdale who suddenly came up with the idea that maybe
they could/just might/hopefully/be appended to the now
famous Alexander Valley.

Sincerely,

William F. Heintz

office & Historic Wine Bottle Archive, 589 First St. West, Sonoma, Ca.
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€EVERETT GRAPHICS

P. O. Box 8095, Oakland, California 94662
6050 Lowell Street, Oakland, California 94608 . 415/654-5652

February 3, 1983

Chief

Raqgulations and Proceduree Divigion
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Sir:

As consumers for the past ten years of Alexander Valley Wines
and additionally, natives of Sonoma and Alameda counties, we
are writing to make clear our concern about maintaining the
important historic wine area of Alexander Valley. There has
never been any question that Cloverdale is part of Alexander
Valley or even similar. We, who are aware of these basic facts,
hope that you will continue to differentiate between lumber

and wine areas.

Thank you in advance.

Very trul ours -

Munson B. Everett

lja!rlcna J . *,vere'!l!

Lafayette, California 94549
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February 3, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley,

We at Montelena think the revised labeling regulations,
effective 1983, are a great step toward guaranteed integrity
and better quality wines from America.

As a winery that appreciates clarity and truth in labeling
we also applaud your continuing work to define and clarify
viticultural area appellations. We have used viticultural area
appellations for 10 years and feel that their designation is
very important to the consumer and therefore to the wineries.
Although Chateau Montelena is in the Napa Valley, we have a
good record for award winning wines from the proposed Alexander
Valley viticultural area and we encourage its approval as a
designated area. Lately, however, we have heard that some other
viticultural areas not within, or even stylistically equivalent
to the Alexander Valley are petitioning for inclusion in the
Alexander Valley viticultural area. As a winery that has been,
and hopes to continue using the Alexander Valley appellation,
we advise against the petition and recommend the area boundar-
ies remain unchanged from the proposed and historical viticul-
tural area.

Sincerely,

Bo Barrett
Winemaker/General Manager

BB/rh

1429 TUBBS LANE * CALISTOGA, NAPA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 94515 » (707) 942-5105
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Landmark Vineyards 9150 Los Amigos Road ¢ Windsor, California 95492 © (707) 838-9466

February 3, 1983

Jim Whitley
BATF

P.0: Box 385
Washington DC
20044

RE: The Group A proposal for the Alexander Valley Appelation
submitted by Hank Wetzel and committee.

Dear Mr. Whitley:

The definition of the Alexander Valley Appelation boundaries
is a very important issue to us as owners of Landmark Vineyards.
One of our primary vineyards is in the heart of the Alexander
Valley where the climatic conditions (eg. fog) and soils are
fundamental to the quality and style we subscribe for production.

We have labeled our wines Alexander Valley for these
stylistic reasons and because we find that the consumer has been
educated and now looks for the Alexander Valley. The Alexander
Valley gives the consumer a definition of value.

To extend the boarders of the Alexander Valley northerly
into Asti and Cloverdale will cause a great deal of confusion
in the carefully established definition of style the '"existing"
Alexander Valley has already acheived. Not only that but, the

northiern boarders cugsested are in a different climate and
historicly have never been recognized as such.

We think that it is valuable that the Asti and Cloverdale
areas be recognized, but they will be given a better opportunity
to be recognized as their own appelation rather than being called
Alexander Valley. -2

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

William R. Mabry III
President/Winemaker

cc: Hank Wetzel

O preslan)
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R.&G. YOUNG VINEYARDS, INC.
- 4950 RED WINERY ROAD v GEYSERVILLE, CA 95441
Telephone: 433 - 3228
v
Februdry 4, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley,
B.AT,F,
Box 385,
Washington, D.C. 20044 Re Notice No. 444

Dear Mr. Whitley,

This letter is written to reaffirm my contention that the history
of Alexander Valley and the Cloverdale areas show them to be two distinct
and separate communities. They have always been considered as such by the
people who have lived and who now live there,

The mistake of placing "Upper Alexander Valley™ on a map years ago
and applying to the Cloverdale area can not be explained; but it can
certainly be recognized as an error. HNeither would allowing an appelation
for "Upper Alexander Valley" be appropriate or correct,

Alexander Valley, as proposed by Group A, has made a renutable name
for it's grapes and wines produced from that area. That is the reason
Cloverdale wants to annex itself, That is morally wrong.

They contend that their nlanted acreage is small and that it would
not be a large factor in adding it into Alexander Valley. The potential
acreage that could be developed around Cloverdale is wany times their
present acreage; that unknown factor and unproven quality of product is
of much concern to me,

Even though the two areas are separated by hilly terrain and a
natural closing of Alexander Valley at Group A's northern boundary,
history proves them to be separate,

I sincerely opnose any change to the record.

Yours Trul
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9786 Ross StaTioN Roap

SEBASTOPOL, CALIFORNIA 95472
(707) 887- 2913

February 4, 1983

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Rureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O.BOX 385

Washington , D.C 20044-0385

RE: Alexander Valley Vinicultural area.

Gentlemen:

As a lifetime resident, grower and winemaker from the
Alexander Valley, I would like to express my support for the Alexander
Valley appélation as submitted by group A, which deliniates the
Northern border of the Alexander Valley as a line running east to west
commencing at a point on the Russian River known as Zanzi's corner.

As a resident I have never heard of the Cloverdale area being
known as part of the Alexander Valley in any geopolitical context. The
overwhelming historical evidence presented to you at the recent public
hearing clearly seperates the two areas. At that same hearing the
climatic differences were well substantiated.

During the last twelve years I have made wines from both
areas and have never considered the grapes from the Cloverdale area
as Alexander grapes.

It is my sincere hope that the B.A.T.F will support the over-
whelming evidence submitted by group A and approve our petition.

WhemakeF; Managing Partner
fron Horse Vineyards

FRT/vm
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SIIVER OAX CELLARS

P. O. BOX 414, OAKVILLE, CALIFORNIA 94562
(707) 944-8808

February 3, 1983

Chief, Regulations & Procedures
Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms

P.O. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Sir:

T am writing regarding your Alexander Valley appellation
hearing. Our winery has been making wines with an
Alexander Valley appellation since 1975. I understand
that there is some disagreement regarding the northern
boundaries of the appellation, groups calling themselves
A and B.

It has always been my understanding that the northern
limit of the Alexander Valley was probably at the point
where Highway 128 turns into Geyserville. Even Group A
has extended the limits, as they have been historically
known, to incorporate a few more growers. I would have
to side with Group A and say that the proposal of the
so-called Group B, with northern limits at Cloverdale,
would be stretching the Alexander Valley far beyond what
it has been known historically to the people who raise
grapes and make wine from that region.

JM:pt

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
P.O. Box 476 Cloverdale, California
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SIMI WINERY

P.O. Box 946, HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448 (707) 433-6981

February 3, 1983

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Attention: Notice # 444

Dear Sir:

We wish to submit for your consideration the attatched
statement which supports our request for a boundary adjustment
which would place Simi Winery within the Alexander Valley
appellation.

It is my understanding that the proposed boundaries in
this immediate area are identical in both the "Group A" and
"Group B'" proposals. We would therefore request that the
adjustment apply to both proposals.

agk E./ fmark
Vice President Qperations

{
JEL:vb K/




SIMI WINERY, INC,
P.O. Box 698

M IE 4
/IS,

REQUEST FOR BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT
EXISTING APPLICATION OF GROUP A

Simi Winery's geographic location is unique in that three
different proposed appellations could include it with only minor
boundary adjustments (Dry Creek, Russian River and Alexander
Valley). (See Exhibit I) The North-South boundary between Russian
River and Dry Creek runs down the middle of Healdsburg Avenue and
Simi Winery is located on the '"Dry Creek'" or West side of that line.
Additionally, lands situated within the Alexander Valley Appellation
lie approximately 1/4 mile to the North, in the vicinity of
Healdsburg Avenue and Alexander Valley Road. There is only a minor
elevation change between the exisiting Simi plant and the nearest

Alexander Valley Appellation lands.

The lands immediately surrounding the Simi Winery plant drain
into Foss Creek which in turn drains into Dry Creek at a point
very near the confluence of Dry Creek and the Russian River.
Therefore, should the "watershed" principle be strictly applied,
we would lie within the boundaries of the Dry Creek Appellation.
However, Simi Winery has never marketed wines with the Dry Creek
Appellation nor have we purchased any significant quantities of
grapes there. Further, we have no plans to do so or develop

vineyards in that area.

We feel that there are strong over-riding factors to consider

in support of our request to be included in the Alexander Valley

Appellation.



Historical Simi Winery has produced and marketed "Alexander

Valley" Appellation wines for more than ten years now. (See
Exhibit II, Pages 1-5) Under Russell Green ownership we were
the first winery to apply for and use the appellation. Since
1973 we have continually used the Alexander Valley Appellation.
During this time period the vast majority of our grapes were

purchased from growers in the Alexander Valley.

. Future Simi Winery has begun to acquire land and develop vineyard
on lands within the current boundary of Alexander Valley. New

BATF regulations concerning use of the term "Estate Bottled"
require that our winery and vineyard be situated within the same
area of appellation. Therefore, because our plans for vineyard
involve the Alexander Valley, we would want the winery to also be

included within the Alexander Valley.

. No vineyards are presently located within the area of boundary
adjustment. The Highway 101 freeway would effectively serve as
the West boundary for the adjustment which would place Simi
Winery within the Alexander Valley Appellation. Healdsburg
Avenue would continue to serve as the Eést boundary for the

adjustment.

4. Our request to include Simi Winery in‘the Alexander Valley
A?pellation has the support of the various chairmen of the
Appellétidn>Comm£éteés involved and of promihent vintners. In
endorsing our request, the various chairmen and vintners cite

our strong historical ties to Alexander Valley. (See Exhibit III,

Pages 6-9)
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ALEXANDERVALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1972

Meshol 127 by Vol,

Producsd nd Borrled by Siahi Winery, Healdsburg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY
PINOT NOIR
1973

Acohol 127
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SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Alcohol 13 € by Vol.
Produced and Boreled by Simi Winary, Healdsburg, Californla, USA.

Vol,
Produced and Borrled by Simit wag,?("mldsbwq, Californda, USA.

I 1974

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

PETITE SIRAH

1973

Alechod 127 by Vol,
Produead ond Bortled by Simi Winery, Healdsburg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

PINOT NOIR
1974

Alcofiol 124 % by Yol,
Produced and Bortlsd by SiMi Winery, Healdsburg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1878

ALEXANDER VALLEY

- BURGUNDY
1974

Mechal 119 1 Uals
Poduead ek Barried by Simy Winery, Aealdshurg, California, USA,

|

— SIMI

SmCE 1878

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CHENIN BLANGC
1974

Alecial 129 iy Uake

Produced rd Bortled by Joaat wingry, A ealdsbueg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SmCE 1878
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ALEXANDER VALLEY

JOHANNISBERG RIESLING
1974

Auvshizatmude
Frducad od Bartled by Goriwinary Hoaldsburg, Californda, USA.

Exhibit IT  Page 1




ALEXANDER VALLEY

CHARDONNAY
197 |

Alechol 12y 2bg Uot.
“roduced and Borrled by Simi Winery Healdsburg, Caltfornda, USA. j(

SIMI

SINCE 1876
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ALEXANDERVALLEY

PINOT NOIR
1975

Alechol 12 oy Vols
Produced ond Berrled by SiMi Winery, Healdsburg, Californda, USA,

SIMI

SINCE 1878

ALE\./ALLEY
CHARDONNAY
1975

Muonah 12 Toguabe .
Pdicaid b 3ot ad by Jodt Wy, aidsburg, Galy

forniu, USA |

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1975

Alcohol 124 Soy Vol

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY
JOHANNISBERG RIESLING
1975

Alcohot 12% by Vol
Produead and Borrled by SimiWinery, Heuldsburg, Californda, USA

Produced und Borcled by Simi Winary, Healdsburg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SmCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

CHENIN BLANC
1975

Alcoho 127 by Vol.
Produeed and Borrlzd by Simi Winery, Hzaldsburg, California, USA

| SIMI

SiNCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

BURGUNDY
1975

Alcohol 127 by Vol
Produced o Borried by Gimi Winery Healdsburg Callfornda, USA,
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SIMI

SiNcE 1878

ALEXANDER VALLEY

| JOHANNISBERG RIESLING
1976

. Aohotizy b? Jok. }
Produced srd Borrled by 3o knany, Aealdsburg, California, USA,

Fxhibit ILPage 2

SIMIT

SiNCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

- CHARDONNAY
076

Afeonal 13 ¢ By ol
Produced od Bartled by 51mi Winary A 1aldsbueg, California, USA,




SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1976

Alcohal 13 & by Vol
*roducad and Borrled by SiMi Winery, Hialdsburg, California, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

ROSE OF
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Aleskal 124 3bg Ut
Produced and Borrled by SimMi Winery, Healdsburg, California, USA.

Produced und Borrlad by Simii Winery, Hadldsburg, Califorrda, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1878

PINOT NOIR
1976

Alcohal 13 ¥ by Vol,

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

CHENIN BLANC
1976

Alcshol 12¥ by Vol,
Produced and Borrled by SimiWinery, Realdsburg, Californda, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

- MUSCAT CANELLI
1977

Alcshol 11 2 by Vol
Produced and Borxled by Simi Wmary, Healdsburg, California, USA

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

JOHANNISBERG RIESLING
1977

Alcatof 13 § by Vol
Produced and Borrled by Simit Winery, Healdsdurg, Californda, USA

SIM

SINCE 1876

e

ALEEALLEY

ZINFANDEL
1077
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“SIMI

SiNcE1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1077
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SIMI

Since 1876

ALERVALLEY

CHARDONNAY
077

Alcchol 13 8 5y Vol

Produced rd Borrled by Simit Wmery, Aealdsowy, California, USA.
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SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CHENIN BLANC
1977

Alcohot 127 by Vol.
Produced and Boreled by $ivit Winary, Healdsburg, Callfornia, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

- ZINFANDEL
1978

Alcotiod 13% % by Uol,
Produced snd Bortled by Simiwinery, Healdsburg, California, USA,

[ SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

GAMAY BEAUJOLAIS
1978

Meohot 13 % Ay ol

|_Poodtced o Bott12d 2y Simatoary Hyaldsoury, Catifernia, USA. |

i
|

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

GEWURZTRAMINER
(077

Aleohol iz 3byVoke

Produced and Barrled by Siatt Winery, Healdsbug, Californda, UsA.

i

i

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

PINCI)g; ZNOIR

Aleanal 13% by Vo,
Produced und Bottted by Simi Winery, Healdsburg, California, USA.

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

ROSE OF
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1978

Aleanol 13 § by Val.
Produced and Borrled by Simi Winery, Hzaldsbury, California, USA,

SIMI

Sivce 1878

| ALEXANDERVALLEY
PINOT NOIR
1979

Heshot 134 % by U,
radtcd od Batrted Sy 5wt weneey Headshury, Califoema, USA,
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SIMI

SINGE 1876

ALEXANDERVALLEY

CHARDONNAY
1978

Aleahob 134% by Vel.
Produced und Bottled by Sinat Winery, Healdsburg, California, USA,
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ALEERVALLE‘.Y ;

GEWURZTRAMINER
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SINCE 1876

P

ALEXANDER VALLEY

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1978

Alconat 13K % gy ok,

Pretucad u dortied 3y Simtncry Healdseary, Caiifornia, USA.

DIIVII

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY

ZINFANDEL
1979

Usanal (4% 3y Voi.

Produced and Bottted by Sisdi winery, Healdstury, Califarnia, USA,

SIMI

SINCE 1876

ALEXANDER VALLEY
ROSE OF
CABERN% %UVIGNON

Alesal i2's $by Ut
Produced and Borrizd by Simit Winery, Healdsburg, California, USA.

ey
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RECEIVED
DRY CREEK VINEYARD, INC.

- JUL 261982 Post Office Box T
SIML WINERY, INC, Healdsburg, California 95448
Telephone (707) 433-1000
or 433-1004
Vineyard David Fare, Wirsorabes July 23, 1982

Michael Dixon
P.0O. Box 698
Healdsburg, Ca. 95448

Dear Michael:

Many thanks for your recent letter regarding proposed changes in
the Alexander Valley/Dry Creek Valley appellation.

I am 100% in agreement with your views and believe that it was an
oversight on both the Dry Creek Valley appellation committee and
the Alexander Valley appellation committee in not including Simi
Winery in the Alexander Valley. The location of Simi Winery is a
borderline location but in view of Simi's strong prior identifica-
tion and continuing identification with Alexander Valley it is only
proper that Simi be included in the Alexander Valley.

I hope this is sufficient for your purposes.

Sincerely yours,

pavid S. Stare
DSS:1h

cc: Charles Richard
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: o RECEIVED
Cfoppiano i

SIMI WINERY
“Established 1896 s ING,

June 15, 1982

Michael G. Dacres Dixon
President

Simi Winery

P.0. Box 698
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Dlxon,

As chalrman of the Ru831an Rlver Wlne Road appellation
orlgln comm1ttee~ -E: have no objectlons of‘the~mov1ng of
Simi from the Dry Creek~v1txcultural area to the Alexander
Valley v1t1cultural area¢3 As td,my knowledge, thls does
not dlsrupt the~boundar1es of the Ru351an Rlver Valley,
therefore I have no ob;eotlons : B T

Sincerely, ;- & i hie

Louis M. Foppiano < & .

LMF/ms

Exhibit III Page 7
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Dry Creek Valley Association, Inc.

P. O. BOX 1221 — HEALDSBURG — CALIFORNIA 395448

July 26, 1982

Mr. Michael Dacres Dixon, President
Simi Winery

P.O. Box 698

Healdsburg, Ca. 95448

Dear Mr., Dixon:

I am pleased to inform you that our Committee has given unan-
imous support to your request to amend the proposed Dry Creek
Valley Viticultural Appellation boundaries as stated in the "Re-
vised Portion of Description" prepared by Curtis & Turk, dated
6/3/82,

The consensus of opinion expressed by the Committee was that Simi
Winery's historical ties to Alexander Valley were clear, and that
since no Dry Creek Valley vineyards were in question, there simply
were no grounds to oppose the amendment.

Sincerely,

Charles Richard
Chairman

cc: Dry Creek Valley Viticultural Appellation Commi ttee

Exhibit III  Page 8



RECEIVED

JUN 291982
SIML WINERY, ING.

TRADE MARK

HARRY H, WETZEL @ P. O, BOX 176 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0178

707-433-7209

June 25, 1982

Ms. Dorothy M. Hay
Simi Winery

P.0. Box 698
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Ms. Hay:

After reviewing your proposed change to the Alexander
Valley petition, I have no objection to the change.

Sincerel

Hank Wetzel
Chairman,
The Appellation Committee

Exhibit III Page 9
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14350 CHALK HILL ROAD, HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448 (707) 433-6142
SOLE AGENTS: BERCUT-VANDERVOORT & CO., 850 BATTERY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 (415) 392-4406



Q\l‘b— R 7370 Highway 128
d- / Q@ Healdsburg, CA 95448
ausa mery (707) 433-2285 or

(707} 433-2893

Feb. 8,1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

BATP

Box 385

Washington, D.C. 2004k

Mr. Whitley;

This letter is concerning the boundaries of the Alexanéder Valley
Appelation to be decided upon by the BATF. As a grape grower
and wine maker in the area for the last twenty-three years,

I am very conecerned about the appelation. My family and I

have ranches snd a winery located in what we consider t o be

the heart of Alexander Valley (Seven miles from Healdsburg,

on Hwy. 128 heading towards Calistoga). I feel that group A's
proposal is stretehing the valley as far as 1t can be stretched.

To inelude Cloverdale in the valley would be ridiculous.

The grape growers of Alexander Valley have worked hard to
maintain a high and uniform standard of grapes so that the
consumer will know that Alexander Valley 1s a prime grape
growing region. In my opion the grapes grown in the Cloverdale
area have different characteristics due to weather conditions.

I feel the BATF should protect the good reputation the Alexander

Valley growers have worked to achieve.
Sincerely,
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ERANCISCAN
WINEYARDS

P.O. BOX 407, RUTHERFORD, NAPA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 94573 (707) 963-7111

February 3, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, & Firearms
Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

This letter is a respectful request that you consider approving the
Group A version of the Alexander Valley appellation as submitted by
Mr. Hank Wetzel and the Alexander Valley Appellation Committee. As
growers of 230 acres of varietal grapes in the heart of Alexander
Valley, we totally support the Group A proposal because we believe
that it accurately represents the true climatic and historical bound-
aries of the Alexander Valley. The area north of Geyserville (that
extends up to include Cloverdale) as proposed by Group B is definitely
a much warmer region. A region that lends itself well to the farming
of grapes that can withstand high temperatures but not to the more
cooler region grape types of Johannisberg Riesling and Gewurztraminer
that do very well in the Alexander Valley as delineated in the Group

A proposal.

Thank you for your attention to this letter's request and for your
attention to this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Franciscan Vineyards

MHM/bsh



DAVIS BYNUM WINERY

Sonoma County Wines

February 4, 1983

BATF
Box 385
wWashington, DC 20044

Attention: Mr. Jim Whitley

Dear Mr. Whitley,

I have purchased grapes from the Alexander Valley for the
past 10 years and indicate their origin on my labels. I
feel that what the Bureau has done to strengthen appellation
and varietal control on wine labels is most commendable and
I would hope that no dilution of such names as Alexander
Valley would be made by extending the bounderies of such
appellations into geopgraphical areas which have no historic
claim to be included, but who merely want to enhance their
own image by association with such a prestigious name as that
of Alexander Valley.

The integrity of an established viticultural area is im-
portant to wineries and consumers, we all have a right

to be sure of what that appellation means. I urge the
Bureau not to compromise by adding Cloverdale and Asti

to the areas gqualified for an Alexander Valley appellation.

President

DB/kh

8075 Westside Road, Healdsburg, Ca. 95448 — (707) 433-5852



Oakland, CA 94618

February 3, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

BATEH

Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

I am advised that vineyard and winery owners in the
Cloverdale area have applied to be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation. I am adamantly opposed
to this prospect, and wish to protest any additions

or changes in the longstanding Alexander Valley appel-
lation.

N
>

Sincerdaly,

Donald/ @&. Savage

DGS/



Oakland, CA

February 3, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

BATF

Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

I am advised that vineyard and winery owners 1in the
Cloverdale area have applied to be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation. I am adamantly opposed
to this prospect, and wish to protest any additions

or changes in the longstanding Alexander Valley appel-
lation.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Schmi

RWS/



Berkeley, CA 94705

February 3, 1983

Mr. Jim Whitley

BATF

Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

I am advised that vineyard and winery owners in the
Cloverdale area have applied to be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation. I am adamantly opposed
to this prospect, and wish to protest any additions

or changes in the longstanding Alexander Valley appel-
lation.

Sincerely,

1s Andersen,
p

WAJ/



February 4, 1983

Mr, Jim Whitley

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Box 385

Washington, D.,C. 20044

Dear Mr. Whitley:

This letter is to serve as certification to you of our position
in support of the Group A proposal for the Alexander Valley
appellation as submitted by Hank Wetzel and the Appellation
Committee.

Since 1975 our winery has purchased grapes from the Alexander
Valley from which wine was produced and sold with that appellation.
We feel the Wetzel proposal more accurately reflects the unique
character of this growing region and should be adopted by the
bureau.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

JOSEPH PHELPS VINEYARDS

se Phelps

JP:ed

200 TaplinRoad - P.O.Box1031 - St.Helena, California 94574 - (707)963-2745



SMOTHERS

2317 Vie: Hilk *"ROAL
SANTA CRUZ: CA: .. 95066
TELEPHONE (408) 438-1260

February 3, 1982

Dear Mr. Higgins:

Our winery has used the Alexander Valley appellation
since 1979. We have been buying the majority of our
fruit from Sonoma County since '79, so | am familiar
with the viticultural characteristics of the county even
though our winery is located outside the ared,

| understand that you are considering alternate proposals
regarding the boundaries permissible for the appelation

Alexander Valley. | hope that you adopt the boundaries
proposed by Group A. | feel that further extension of
the boundaries is unwarranted, and will result in an
appelation which is less well defined than that proposed
by group A.

Very truly yours,

William T. Arnold
Winemaker



MAGIC KEY, Realtors

VAIL & ASSOCIATES, REALTORS
P.O. BOX 88

144 EAST BLITHEDALE

MILL VALLEY, CA. 94941

388-8494

February 1,1983

Mr. Jame Whitley,Director

ureau of Alcohol,Tobacco and Firearms
Box 385

ashington,D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Sir,

I attended the hearing on January 24,1983 before a panel of the Bureau
of Alcohol,Tobacco and Firearms in regard to the "Alexander Valley
Appelation.”

I heard the Pro and Con testimony by experts in the Field of Viticulture,
Wine Making,Historical Background of the area,the Legacy of generations
that it holds dear,Syndication of Vineyard lands by a security Broker,
Lecturers on the Subject of Grapes(who were like fee appraisers of

an area) ,Geography experts,Climate analysis,Seil engineers and the Back-
bone of the Industry the small and large grape growers and Wine Makers,
and what it means to have an "Alexander Valley Appelation” within the
confines of a specific area.

I am a novice by comparison to my contemporaries in the field,but I am a
grower that searched many years for a property investment at a cost that
was commensurate with a quality.

I'm a business women with a backgroud education of Accounting from
Northwestern University and Statistics from the University of Chicago.Il'm
a Real Estate Broker of 25 years an a Past President of the Marin

County Board of Realjtors,and a Director of the California Assoc. of
Realtors as well as the National Assoc. of Realtors.I tell you this to
assure yvou of my wide knowledge.

I can't help but be aware of the energy and effort for generations
concentrated on a specific area or appelation with special attribute

to produce a remaRable end product considering all the variables that were
certainly explained January 24th. It all just didn't happen by chance.
It's logical that the northern areas would like to be included in all
the preliminary efforts of marketing etc. of an established area

that took vears to gain recognition because of their special efforts.
Thereis no doubt in my mind that any other designated area in due

course will earn a recognition of their special confines and could

even surpass and improve certain characteristics.

I trust that in your wisdom of decision you will justify the efforts

of this fine area so it can sustain what it has labored for within the
confines of the "Alexander Valley Appelation'as submitted by Group A.

Sincerely,

Mildred M. Vail

i ...
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February 18, 1983

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Attention: Notice No. 444
Dear Sir:

United Vintners, Inc. has written to the BATF on two previous
occasions, December 8, 1981 and October 15, 1982, regarding

our position with respect to the Alexander Valley appellation
proposal. I have attached copies of these letters for your review.

We wish to take exception--in the strongest possible terms--to
the northern boundary proposed by "Group A." The boundary has
been clearly demonstrated to be both arbitrary and capricious,
with no basis in either geographical fact or historical usage.
The exclusion of the area north of this fictitious and artificial
boundary demonstrates complete disregard for the economic well
being of those growers excluded.

The notion that the growing conditions in the Geyserville area
are demonstrably different from those north of the proposed
northern boundary of Group A is not correct. The Italian Swiss
Colony at Asti has been purchasing grapes from all the grape
growing areas of Sonoma County for slightly in excess of 100
years. We believe this depth of experience augers well for the
creditability of our statements that there are no demonstrable
chemical or physiological differences in the grapes grown in the
northern portion of "Group A's" proposal versus the grapes grown
north of the proposed northern boundary or those in Group A.

Finally, any winery in Group A cannot factually demonstrate that
grapes grown in the "Group B" appellation proposal have not been
an integral part of the wines being currently labeled with the
Alexander Valley appellation. This fact alone, in our judgment,
places this issue in the same light as the Napa Valley situation
and therefore your decision should reflect the same logic by
including both Group A and Group B in the Alexander Valley
appellation.

Very truly yours,

P
UNITED NTNERS, INC.

Attachment Robert D. Rossi
Vice President




United Vintiers Tne.

601 Fourth Street IS;m Francisco, California 94107

December 8, 1981

Chief, Regulation & Procedure Division S
Bureau, Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms

Federal Building, Room 6233

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20226

Attention: James R. Whitley
Dear Sir:
The purpose of this letter is to notify you that United

Vintners' Italian Swiss Colony Winery located at Asti,
California, believes that the geographic name and location

- "Alexander Valley" should be considered for and officially

designated as a viticultural area as defined in P4.25(e) (2)

*Tf Treasury Decision ATF-53; approved August 16, 1978.

"We believe thaf the relevant critera described in P4.25(e)

(2) are easily proven and note that other petitioners
have done so in a manner which.in our judgment satisfys
the statutory requirements. We particularly invite your
attention to the U.S. Geological Survey map of Cloverdale,
California where the name Alexander Valley is plainly
identifiable, and shows the northern boundary of the
Alexander Valley to extend beyond Preston.

It is our understanding that two petitions have been
submitted for your consideration. It is United Vintners'

‘position that the Alexander Valley viticultural appellation

will be a single contiguous area, in effect adding the area
proposed by Mr. William A. Cordtz to the area proposed by
the Alexander Valley Appellation Committee. We understand
that this position is also supported by Mr. Cordtz.

4 Sincerely yours,

UNITED VINTNERS, INC.

William J. Uren



October 15, 1982

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 385 _

Washington, DC 20044-0385

Attn:  Notice No. 418

Dear Sir:

‘The intent of this letter is to state for the record

" that United Vintners, as the owner of the Italian Swiss
Colony at Asti, California, fully endorses the position
described as that of Group "B" in Notice No. 418. We
believe this constitutes the correct geographic region
for viticultural area in Sonoma County to be designated
as "Alexander Valley." ’ '

United Vintners has previously commented and stated its
position in this matter in a letter to BATF dated
December 8, 1981. The opinion expressed therein remains
that of United Vintners and should also be included in
the record.

' sincerely yours,

UNITED VININERS, -INC.)

Robert. D. Rossi
Vice President

‘cc: R. E. Walton .
W. J. Uren '

AETRR
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25510 River Road e Cloverdale, California 95425
(707) 894-31 97

Pebruary 15, 1983

Mr. William Drake

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Federal Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C, 20026

Dear Mr. Drake:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at the public
hearing on January 24, 1983 in Santa Rosa regarding the
Alexander Valley appellation petitions. (Federal Register
vol. 47, No. 161, August 19, 1982, notice no. 418,) My
testimony was unprepared since I had come only as an
observer out of curiosity. After listening to some of the
statements made I could not help but make a few observations
for public record. I hope this serves as a more coherent,
organized presentation of my thoughts.

I am in support of proposal B to include the Asti and
Cloverdale areas as part of the Alexander Valley appellation.
I work for Pat Paulsen Vineyards located one mile south of
Italian Swiss Colony but on the east side of the river, or
about one half mile north of the north boundry proposed by
group A. Our Cabernet Sauvignon was planted in 1971, our
Sauvignon Blanc in 1975 and our Chardonnay in 1978. I have
been with the company for three years. While two harvests
are still too few to prove the quality of our Chardonnay
fruit there is no question that our Sauvignon Blanc grapes
produce very high quality wines. I won't bore you:with medals,
competitions and wine community comments but I would like to
acquaint you with the fact that until recent times it was
unproven but widely accepted that quality white wine grapes
could not be grown notth of the Geyserville area. That is
a thought that is changing. Today 555 acres or 31% of the
acreage planted in the Asti-Cloverdale area is planted to
white varieties. Of those, 374 acres can be considered
premium varietals. Most of this has happened within the past
ten years as growers have been forced to produce economically
feasible premium varieties and the high level of quality
demanded by a new winery market.



Mo one can disclaim the impact that Italian Swiss Colony
has had on the crape growing, wine producing history of this
arnd. Most of todavs lesser varietal grapes, hoth white and
nlaclh, were planted for and are still purchasec by the
Colony. There are major changes occuring. In the past
seven vears the nottling operation at Asti has heen reduced
from four lines to one, the work force from 200 to 25, The
onlv praduct hottled there todav is wrandy which could
herdly expect to hear an Alexander Valley appellation. The
tasting room/visitor center is closed and needless to say
the thousands of tourists who visited in the past will no
longer »e an economic factor in this area.

The proponents of proposal A do not want to be identi-
ad with the image of Italian Swiss Colony. I don't bhlame
iern, Lspecially since the Colony's inability to change
h demands of the market (for whatever managerial reasons)

led to its present demise. Ulineries such as Paulsen
evards, Cordtz Bros. and Arrovoe Sonoma-Bandiera are showe-
that ccod grapes arovn in the area can be made into
premium cuality wines, It is a new era.

By

. !:r.\—v‘;w.
50 r

::.J« < =y

Ouality is the major factor in considering this par-
ticular appellation petition. Historical reference to what
was Alexander Valley as opposed to what was Asti or Clover-
dale in terms of the Alexander familv and postal routes lies
very heavily in favor of the group A vroposal. But historical
evidence should deal wvith market recoqgnition of what is
Alexander Valley., Unlike the notorietvy of the Napa Valley
appellaticn very few people cutside of the county of Sonoma
could identifv the Geyserville Post Office as Alexander
Vallev or even heqgin to imadgine that the Jimtown Post Office
used to handle mail of Alexander Valley residents hefore
1904, Ask a distributor in New York or Texas or Florida
ahout the Cevserville hridrme and he won't know what that has
to do with the Alexander Vallev. 3Specific areas of Sonoma
County such as Dry Creek, Chalk Hill, Russlan River Valley
and Alexander Vallevy have not even begun to make their marks
on outside markets. Our out of state representatives know
the area as Sonoma County as opposed to Napa Valley. They
may know the name Alexander Valley, but whether it stops in
Gevserville at the ™ridge or in Asti or Preston has never
heen important hefore. The people who are pushing for the
appellation svstem are creating the importance and as the
BATE approves or rejects these new appellations thev are
creating, granting or taking away a future marketing tool -
another nev era.

ved in Gevserville now for three years and
rth to Asti in the summer while the temporary
nd all the way through Cloverdale and five miles

i

n ono

hridoe is in a
river to Paulsen Vinevards in the winter when the

hack down
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Asti bridge has washed out. The climatic changes mostly
influenced by the fog movement are extremely subtle. It
vould e wrong to say that there was no difference in the
amnount. of fog experienced Dy vinevards surrounding Clover-
dale in the extreme north and by those near Chalk Hill Road
in the south. However, nowhere in the valley is there a
clear distinction of fog or no fog. The fog sometimes creeps
dovn river from the direction of Mendocino County and hangs
exclusively around the town of Cloverdale. Other times the
north has sunshine while Jimtown and Healdsbhurqg are come-
pletely covered. There is no significant difference bhetveen
areas regarding harvest dates, frost occurences, rainfall,
etc,

That is not to say that the Alexander Valley is not a
diverse area. These diversities however are the result of
vinevard cultural practices, econonic considerations, wine-
making philosophies, cash flows and so on. Within any one
scuare mile of vallev floor between two wineries and two
arovers there are distinct differences in final products.
Common characteristics do run throughout which will give
tha concept of an appellation for this entire area some basis.
The "Alexander Valley Softness" in Cahernet Sauvignon for
example is clearly illustrated v wines coming from %oth the
scuth and north extremities of the vallasy when compared to
an outside appellation such as the Cakville district of
Napa Valley., This softness is, as a matter of record, some-
thinng which I as a winemaker have tried to =2liminate in an
af fort to produce a wine distinctly different from nmy nearby
compeciticne.

Tn answer to Vr. Gahacen's guerv recarding studies on
tannin levels produced bv vines in Cloverdale versus other
arcas in Alexander Valley, T checked with Dr. Singleton of
U.C. Davis, werhaps the foremost authoritv on grape and wine
phennlics in the world, He said that no data existed as
such and that none could he formulated until next harvesth,
"o alen discussed the fact that phenolics levels depend verv
much on such factors as soil depth, drainace, irrication
oractices and so forth rather than on region. These thinags
affect vine grovth, crop size and especiallv »erry sizs. The
sinale most influential factor involved in this area is the
river, its soil deposits and water availability. It stands
to reason that vinevards in the north end of the vallev and
vinevards in thes south would »e similar having heen deposit-
ed by the same river over the ages and subject to the same
molsture conditions. The ninute the river is abandoned for
hillside vinevard sites conditions may change radically Hoth
in snil and climatic effects. Dut that is again similar in
2oth the north and the south.



This all mnils dovn t2 a simple fact. The arc
phvsically one vallev with the Russian River enteri g
Pridae, dippine south to the Chalk Hill area and winding
its wav hack to Healdshurg. There is hilly terrain hetween
Cloverdale and Gevserville just as there is hetween Jimbtown
and Chalk Hill Road, The east side where Sausal Yinery is
located, the west side which sports Alexander's Crown and
in the south where Tovon and Cainamarra Vinevards lie, are

all relling hills. That there is a narrowing just south of
Asti should not e considered the creation of two vallevs
that delineate product differentiation. Contrary to the

ton%zﬂﬂny of Mr. Goode, there is no physical similarity het-
veen the narrows at Asti and the Maacama Creek area or the
river's entry to Healdshuro at Fitch ¥ountain. The sinale
vallav 1s clearly phvsically defined by high ridges on the
north, east and wvest.

After ten vears of expense and effort on the part of

Vir, Green and his A aroup associates to establish the appel~
lation »f Alexander Vallev T do not hlame him for feeling

that the wineries such as ours are undeservedly benefitting
from ostahlishment of this appellation. I would like to
maire o things clear. In the past we have used Sonoma County
as our appellation denctine cualitv and Alexander Vallev only
as a r~oogaraphical location on the side panel of our labhel,
It i e impossible to do this in the future as Sonoma
Counts t up into smaller, more particular designated
arnasg ! ity factors are stressed vy wineries and

especial ly the media. The Sonomna Countvy aohrlla Sion will

J.
J}

Becarne meaninalaess. Our desire to he identified with the
Alexander Vallev appmllgt"ﬂ therefore is something which the

pronanants of the appellation system in general have forced
on us. It has taken ften vears to Hring this about.

tts

Secondly, the Alexander Val
£ i

lev Associatinn sacrificed
- of credi® t

v hy moving its northern

il
firom the CGeyserville hridge north tc include the Gevser
in

. ~
CRr LOe
ealt area, the old Sechesio Vinerv area and so forth just
short of Asti. Perhaps it was practicality, perhaps politics,
nut this new section was not something vnreviously promoted

As for establishing cur owWn area nNomt....the consumer is
ahout to he innundated with controlled appellations. To
create vet another area without the strencth and support of

digtinctly different arape and wine characteristics would he
Lanfuﬁzﬂﬁ, redundant and in violation of the ATF quidelines
and anals for estabhlishing Appellations of Origin. The sug-
neagted "Upper Alexander Vallev" is an excellent example of
this +hole misdirected idea.
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I hope that in readinzs this letter one unifving theme
will stand out in vour mind: that of evolution. The American
wine industry is nv01vincg The strides taken in the past
tventy vears are incredible when one considers the Zuropean
traditions of the past 100 vears. QOur industrvy is fulfilling
a nead In the market place which is voung, growing and chanﬂw
ih” constantlve. e must change with it. The Appellation
concepnt is a new and important tool for the American marketer

t—-—*’)-
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ine grapes, the marketer selling wine, the winery buving

1 Aah and ultimately, the consumer buving wine. It has

not vet fully eveolved. I do not envy the hureau now in the
position of having to establish and enforce a traditionallw
suropacan form of cguality control without having heen given

the power in the vinevard and in the winery to control qualitv.
Our assinned avpellations will lack French governmental man-
datzs of what to grov, how to grow and when to harvest hut

in time the markebt will supoly the necessary mandates just

as it will establish the values of each of the geoqraphical
identifications that we are discussing.

The Cloverdale-Astl areca should not he excluded hecause
its modern day evolution, beninning ten vears ago, did not
follow an appellaticon route. The wine futures of both the
north and south areas of the Alexander Vallev as proposed by
aroup U lile alono the same naths \F premium quality and
market recocnition. As the rich historical pasts of the
Alexanders and Italian 3wiss Co ists are p(esefved in their
ovn individualistic stvles, they will hecome part of the
heritase of a single distinctive quality vine growing reagion -
another part of the evolubicnarv process. Ve ”111 all con-
tinue &0 grow grapes using methods different from those of

ﬁaijhhors, Alexander Valley wines will reflect individual
cences and personalities. But if interested enough, the

consuncer will know that the wine in the hottle that he is
buving, whather from Cloverdale, Asti, Gevsmrv“lle or Jimtown,
was influenced mv a stretch of the Russian River in northern
Sonnma County, hvy the crnastal foags that mediate +hp warm, 4dry
California summers and hy aorovers and vinemakers who are

~

proud of the avolving premium cualiby of their req1oh,

~

{

T. James eves
“inemakar
Pat Paulsen Vinevard



Varietal Acreage Statistics for Vineyards Located in the Cloverdale-
Asti Area to Be Included in the Alexander Valley Appellation As
Proposed By Group B, Information Compiled By John Uesterby of the
Sonoma County Ag, Commissioner's Office, 1/28/83

VARTETY ACREAGHE

Petite Sirah
Shiraz

Pinot Noir

Ruby Cabernet
Pinot St. George
Gamay

Cabernet Sauvignon
Carignane
Zinfandel

Merlot

Alicante?

Grand Noix
Mission
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Semillon
Chardonnay
Golden Chasselas
Riesling
Sauvignhon Blanc
French Colombard
Chenin Blanc
Green Hungarian
Burger

Sylvaner

Grey Riesling
Othexr White
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total 558,.8
Total Number of Acres 1786.8
Total Number of Growers 58
Total Premium Red Varietals 682,9
Total Lesser Red Varietals 5451
Total Premium White Varietals CEZ%:ED

Total Lesser White Varietals 185.3



PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
1980

Sonoma County

(Cabernet Sauvignon

GROWN & BOTTLED BY PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
CLOVERDALE, CALIE, ALCOHOL 13.5% BY VOLUME

It is our goal to produce
rounded, well balanced,
flavorful Cabernet
Sauvignon which is
eminently drinkable

at time of release.
Grown in our vineyards
next to the Russian
River in the Alexander
Valley, these grapes
were harvested the first
week of October, 1980,
and were fermented at
warm temperatures
near 85° F. Aged ex-
clustvely in American
Oak, with ripe
Cabernet character, this
wine has a richness in
the aroma which car-
ries through to full,
round varietal flavors
and a softly tannic
finish.

Acidity: .61% by Volume
pH: 3.52

PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
1980

Sonoma County

Cabernet Sauvignon

GROWN & BOTTLED BY PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
CLOVERDALE, CALIE, ALCOHOL 13.5% BY VOLUME

It is our goal to produce
rounded, well balanced,
flavorful Cabernet
Sauvignon which s
eminently drinkable

at time of release.
Grown in our vineyards
next to the Russian
River in the Alexander
Valley, these grapes
were harvested the first
week of October, 1980,
and were fermented at
warm temperatures
near 85° F. Aged ex-
clusively in American
Oak, with ripe
Cabernet character, this
wine has a richness in
the aroma which car-
ries through to full,
round varietal flavors
and a softly tannic
finish.

Acidity: .61% by Volume
pH: 3.52




ESTATE BOTTLED

PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
1981

Sonoma County

Sauvignon Blanc

Thozégh our 1981 Sauvig-
non Blanc displays the
stylistic crisp character of
a very dry wine, it 1S
graced with the softening
complexity of oak fermen-
tation and aging. The
aroma shows a combina-
tion of fruitiness and
grassiness characteristic
of this particular vineyard
in this particular climate.
The ripe flavor is height-
ened by a hint of citrus
and is enhanced by a long
lingering finish. This
wine marks our first truly
Estate Bottled wine care-
fully produced from bud-
break to bottling.

Acidity: 0.81%

by Volume
GROWN, PRODUCED & BOTTLED BY pH:3.28
PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS Residual Sugar:
CLOVERDALE, CALIE, AICOHOL 13.2% BY VOLUME 0.02% by Volume
l'—-r-~_-
H Though our 1981 Sauvig-
non Blanc displays the

ESTATE BOTTLED

PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
1981

Sonoma County

Sauvignon Blanc

GROWN, PRODUCED & BOTTLED BY
PAT PAULSEN VINEYARDS
CLOVERDALE, CALIE, ALCOHOL 13. 2% BY VOLUME

stylistic crisp character of
avery dry wine, it is
graced with the softening
complexity of oak fermen-
tation and aging. The
aroma shows a combina-
tion of fruitiness and
grassiness characteristic
of this particular vineyard
in this particular climate.
The ripe flavor is height-
ened by a hint of citrus
and is enhanced by a long
lingering finish. his
wine marks our first truly
Estate Bottled wine care-
fully produced from bud-
break to bottling.

Acidity: 0.81%
by Volume

pH: 3.28

Residual Sugar:
0.02% by Volume




santa Rosa, CA 95405
January 30, 1983

Mr.-Jim Whitley, Specialist

Research and Regulations Branch

Sureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Fennsylvania Avenue, LW
Washington, DC 20226

Dear fpir. whitley:

I wish to submit the enclosed comments for
your consideration in determining the boundaries
of the Alexander Valley, California viticultural
appellation,

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely yours,

William K. Crowley,
¥h. D., Geography

Telephone:

Encl.



COMMENTS ON THE ALEXANDER VALLEY APPELLATION

by

William K. Crowley,
Ph. D., Geography



COMMENTS ON THE ALEXANDER VALLEY APPELLATION

1. Introduction

As a geographer who has taught classes in wine geography for
the last eight years I have naturally become quite interested in the
wine appellation process. Geographers in general are intrigued by
any attempf to draw regional boundaries. The ATF wine appellation
approval procedure, a method for establishing wine districts or regions,
is, to me, an exercise in applied geography. I have lectured before
various groups and delivered papers before scholarly associations on
the subject of ATF wine appellations. One of the topics I find most
interesting is when two or more proposals exist for setting the
boundaries for a particular appellation, as is the case for the Alexander
Valley. In the following pages I shall attempt to outline what I
think is the most reasonable proposal for setting the limits of the
Alexander Valley. I shall organize my comments around: (1) prior
ATF appellation decisions, (2) history of grape and wine production in
the valley, (3) boundary history for the Alexander Valley, (4) geographical
considerations, and (5) some observations on: (a) proprietary rights to
areal names, and (b) economic considerations in establishing boundaries.

2. ATF - 53 and the ATF Appellation Criteria

The stated purpose of ATF - 53 is to "help consumers of wine to
better identify the wines which they may purchase." It is clear that
the intent of the regulation is to aid consumers, and while the wine
industry may also benefit, that is not the reason for the rule.

Outside of drawing the boundary lines on a map and sending the
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map to ATF, the boundaries of the wine district are to be based on
three criteria: (1) that the place is known by the claimed name,
(2) that historical or current evidence exists for placement of the
boundaries, and (3) that geographic features distinguish the wine districts
from surrounding areas. If we consider these criteria in Tight of the
major factors involved in giving character to wine (the factors that
enable us to identify the wine or associate it with a particular area
which possesses a given set of conditions) it is clear that the third
criterion is the only one that affects wine character and quality.
Obviously, it is important that the name be legitimate for the area, but
name use does notaffect wine quality. There are several other factors
that affect wine quality, such as enological and viticultural practices,
and choice of grape varieties, but these are ignored (and wisely so for
the present) in ATF - 53. The importance of geography was recognized
by ATF, not only in using it as one of the appellation criteria, but by
defining "an American viticultural area as a delimited grape-growing

region distinguishable by geographical features." (Emphasis added.)

Geography, not history, economics, or some other variable, is the measure
cited. The importance of geography in the Alexander Valley case will be
detailed extensively later on.

3. Pfevious BATF Decisions

In studying the 26 final rules on viticultural areas issued by
ATF as of the end of 1982 I detect a trend on the part of the ATF to be
inclusive, rather than exclusive in establishing boundaries. Even for
uncontested boundaries (or where only minor disputes occurred) names and
boundaries were markedly stretched beyond what is a viticulturally and

geographically distinct region (the Hudson River Valley--3,500 square
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miles, less than 2 square miles of vineyard--and the Shenandoah Valley--
3750 square miles and less than one-half square mile of vineyard!) 1In
addition, ATF dispensed with its first criterion in some instances.
Boundaries were extended beyond what is Tocally known by a particular
name as demonstrated in the Sonoma Valley appellation which includes
neighboring Bennett Valley. No one seems to have considred the two as
part of the same valley before the appellation proposal.

In contested cases the same trend of inclusiveness is maintained
as boundaries were expanded beyond the original proposals to include
additional vineyards in the Cienaga, Santa Cruz and Shenandoah Valley,
California appellations. 1In the Napa decision the Napa Valley was
ultimately defined as any place a grape could be planted in Napa County.

It is true that in a couple of instances the ATF considerably
reduced boundaries (Lime Kiln and Finger Lakes), but virtually no
vineyards were excluded. If the ATF is to maintain consistency in its
decisions, one would expect inclusive rather than exclusive resolutions,
unless support for inclusiveness is non-existent. In the case of the
Alexander Valley, ATF consistency would argue for approval of Group B's
petition, for evidence certainly exists to support Group B's boundaries.
(In this report "Alexander Valley" will be used as defined by Group B.)

4. History of Grape and Wine Production in the Alexander Valley

How to use history in the question of appellation definition is
tricky at best. History can be argued differently if the time frame is
altered. For example, 200 years ago the entire proposed area was
viticulturally meaningless. There were no planted grapes and no wineries.
About 90 years ago, and until as recently as 15 years ago, the upper
valley near Asti and Cloverdale was the vinous core (as documented in

Group B's petition). There were more vineyards, more wineries, and
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greater amounts of cooperage. Although various crops have been commercially
important at different times in different parts of the valley, winegrapes
have been the dominant crop in the Asti-Cloverdale area since the late
19th century.

In his report to the ATF, William Heintz went to great lengths to
tie Cloverdale to citrus rather than wine (Heintz, "An Historical Review
of the Geographic Relationship of Alexander Valley, Sonoma County, to
the Town of Cloverdale, Sonoma County, California"). I believe the case
is greatly overstated. Cloverdale has, and has had for many years, a
citrus fair. For many decades, however, the name of the fair has been
unrelated to what is agriculturally important in the area north of
Group A's border. Heintz implies that because there is a citrus fair,
citrus is important, though he admits citrus declined after the 1960s. He
states that "from the 1890's until the 1960's, the focus of agriculture
was not grapes but oranges and citrus crops" (Heintz, p. 20). He
restates the same theme later when he says that "Cloverdale...turned to
the Citrus Fair and citrus crops many decades before [the 1930s] and
paid scant attention thereafter to viticulture" (Heintz, p. 76). In
his report, Heintz inclusion of pamphlets such as "Cloverdale, the
Orange City" seems to support his contention. Closer inspection reveals,
however, that citrus has been anything but king in Cloverdale, and that
the winegrape has been supreme, if not all the time since 1890, then
nearly all the time.

The third column of "Cloverdale, the Orange City" (next page),

published in 1940, explicitly states what was most important agriculturally.

"Foremost among these [farm crops] is the wine grape. Asti....
and numerous smaller wineries in the vicinity produce wines of
unparalleled excellence, making the Cloverdale locality one of
the world's centers in dry wine production. Other farm crops
are prunes, pears, apples, cherries, oranges, lemons, olives and




From:

Relationship of Alexander Valley, Sonoma County, to the Town of
Cloverdale, Sonoma County, California," p. 28.

William F. Heintz, "An Historical Review of the Geographic

The Golden Gute Bridge Serves Nurthern Califurnia
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Wonderful Fishing iu Crecks, Rivers and Qeean

CLOVERDALE, THE ORANGE CITY

LOVERDALE, in the center of the
Redwood Empire, is eighly - four
miles north of San Francisco. thirty

miles north of Santa Rosa and twenty-
five miles from the Pacific Ocean, on the
Russian River, near the boundary line be-
tween Mendocino and Sonoma Counties.

In these days of excellent highways one
and a half hours’ driving will bring one
to Clear Lake, the largest body of fresh
water wholly within this state; two hours,
to the heaches and {ishing on the Sonoma
and Mendocino coast; two and a half
hours, over the magnificent Golden Gate
bridge to the metropolis of the West,
San Francisco. Trout fishing and deer
hurting can be had within fiftecen min-
utes; black hass fishing in the Russian
and Napa rivers and striped bass {izshing
in Petaluma creek, within one and a half
hours; golf on three excellent courses,
within forty-five minutes; Lake County’s
famous medicinal springs, within one and
a half hours, “The eighth wonder of the
world,” the steam geysers, are just East
of Cloverdale and can be reached in less
than one hour, the only place in the world
outside Ttaly where natural steam out of
the ground is being harnessed to create
rower. The mineral waters and natural
steam baths of the Geysers are far-
famed. Boating and swimming are avail-
able at Cloverdale on beautiful Russian
river. Championship tennis courts and
limitless miles of beautiful country for
the equestrian make available to the
pleasure sccker as well as to the home-
:eeker all the advantages and delights of
country living. The redwood groves, com-
prising _ninety per cent of the world's
redwoods, are but a few hours away.

LIVING CONDITIONS

Cloverdale has a populaion of 800 and
is 815 feet above sca level. The average
annual rainfall is about 35 inches, and

tha mean f{oemnerature ie N Adoorasc

ranging from about 32 degrees above
zero in winter to 100 degrees in the few
hottest days of summer. The climate is
dry, however, and we have no uppressive,
devitalizing heat, it being necessary al-
ways to sleep under blankets.

The town is nestled among wooded hills
free from cold waves, fogs and heavy
winds and enjoys a peculiarly balmy, in-
vigorating climate which offers great ad-
vantages to asthmatics, tubercular people
and other invalids. An oceasional walk to
the shady nooks and fern-strewn glens in
the hills close by to enjoy the majestic
valley scenery has an exhilarating as
well as a most invigorating effect. Pure
air, pure water and plea:ant surround-
ings are the most desirable environments
of man’s life on earth, and in these this
vicinity abounds. The four seasons are
distinguishable and the variation in cli-
mate lends zest and prevents monotony.

The town has a modern sewage system
and a water system municipally owned.
A natural drainage for surfzce water
eliminates gnats and mosquitoes. Prices
of food and all household supplies are
reasonable. Fresh fraits and vegetables
are abundant; rentals are moderate. Mod-
ern buildings house excellent grammar
and high schools accredited to the Uni-
versity of Californja. Within one hour by
aute is the Santa Rosa Junior College.
Creditable churches are conducted by the
Methodists, Congregationalists, Episco-
palians and Catholics, The principal
lodges are represented and this is one of
the smallest towns in the world to have a
Rotary Club. A well-cquipped free library
and clubhouse are owned by the Woman’s
Improvement Club. A beautifully wooded
six-acre park on the edge of town is
owned by the city. A volunteer fire de-
partment modernly equipped with motor
pumper, together with an abundance of

watar affarde amnla nratartinn Qvankn

are paved and oiled and the city is well
lighted. There are two trains daily to
San Francisco over the Northwestern
Pacific railway, in addition to four daily
buses operated over the Redwownd high-
way. Hourly bus service iz in operation
between San Francisco and Santa Rosa,
which is less than an hour from Clover-
dale.
AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRIES

Agriculture provides the community’s
most important sources of income. The
beautiful valleys lying about Cloverdale
have earned the right to be called agri-
cultural gems. The soil is well adapted to
deciduous and citrus fruits, alfalta, gar-
den truck, and a wide variety of general
arm crops. Foremost among these is the
wine grape., Asti, four miles South of,
Cloverdale, is the home of one of the
largest wineries in the world, the Italian-
Swiss Colony, whose tremendous cooper-
age and plant and extensive vineyards
are a mecca for travelers the world over,
This and numerous smaller wineries in
the vicinity produce wines of unparalleled
excellence, making the Cloverdale locality
one of the world's centers in dry wine
production. Other farm crops are prunes,
pears, apples, cherries, orarges, lemons,
ives and nuts.
The price of land varies according to
location, quality, desire on the part of
the owner to sell, and other considera-
tions. Hill ur range land is priced from
$10.00 per acre up, and often in large
tracts there are many acres that are till-
able and can be used for grain or fruits.

Valley land sells for approximately
$100.00 per acre and up, depending on
improvements and development.

By making a personal investigation,
one can uses’l - find semething to meet
his require: .- :*s, and at satisfactory

-
miane
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nuts" (Heintz, p. 28). (Fmphasis added.)

Note that, after winegrapes, four other crops are Tisted ahead of
oranges in terms of importance. Oranges were a gimflick; wine was what
was important.

The Tist of fruit and nut crops in the 1954 "Agricultural Crop
Report® for Sonoma County is additional evidence of the non-importance
of citrus as a commercial crOp; Not one citrus crop is listed, although
a crop with the minute acreage of 119 acreas (plums) is listed. Citrus
importance was negligible in 1954, and this was well before the cited
freeze of the 1960s.

If winegrapes, and not citrus, have been the key agricultural
item north of A's boundary; why the Citrus Fair? I believe there are
good reasons for such a choice of events, First, citrus was more
important at the turn of the century than in later years. While there
were still plenty of winegrapes around, many places in the north bay
area had winegrapes, from Sonoma to Healdsburg to Ukiah to Napa. What
attention could Cloverdale have drawn with a "Wine Fair?" During
Prohibition a wine fair would have been impossible. But, in the north
bay area, only Cloverdale had citrus, and so, wisely, citrus was chosen
for a "claim to fame."

That Cloverdale has continued the Citrus Fair without any citrus
is much like those communities that have “Gold Rush Days" or "Pioneer
Days." No one is rushing for gold anymore, and there are no more
pioneers. Such fairs are simply part of the heritage of a community.

While wine grapes, then, did remain the most important crop
north of Group A's line (and Heintz does provide substantial evidence of
the importance of Asti), what about the lower Alexander Valley?

In the southern Alexander Valley, one has to go back only 15



AGRICULTURAL
CROP™ REPORT

|
1954

Sonoma County
Department of Agriculture

PERCY F. WRIGHT, Agricultural Commissioner
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA
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195/ ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL REPOET FOK SONOMA COUNTY

COMPILED BY THE SONOMA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS

BEARING GROSS FARM
CROP ACREAGE PRODUGTION VALUE 1/
APPLES
Gravenstein 5,590
Fresh 2 11,772 tons & 9 75.64 $ 890,434
Canned 19,888 tons & 56,31 1,119,893
Juice~Cider 44342 tons e R5 e 24, 109,579
Pies 180 tons @ 40,00 7,200
Vinegar 2,245 tons 7 12.00 26,940
Dried 28,143 green tons & 57.16 1,608,675
66,570 total tons
Lates 3,073
Fresh 3/ e 6,577 tons & 103.41 680,127
Canned Lo 17,722 tons e 63445 1,124,498
Juice-Cider 2,925 tons e 27.85 81,454,
Vinegar 260 tons @ 12.00 3,120
Dried 9,248 green tons & 58,12 537,540
36,732 total tons
CHERRIES 506
Processed 572 tons € 300,00 171,600
Fresh 95 tons @ 375,00 35,625
GRAPES, WINE 11,351
Black 22,452 tons ¢ 50,00 1,122,600
White 6,048 tons €  43.00 260,064
PEARS 1,778
Canned 8,453 tons ¢ 72,50 612,843
Nectar & Juices 764 tons @ 45,00 34,380
Fresh 50 tons e 80,00 4,000
Dried 975 green tons & 40,00 39,000
PLUMS 119
Canned 272 tons @ 53,50 14,552
Fresh 500 lugs @ 1.50 750
PRUNES
French 13,821 12,971 tons & 250,00 3,242,750
Imperial 2,320 874 tons €& 340,00 297,160
Diverted ’ 45139 tons @ 40,00 165,560
WAINUTS 1,504 504 tons € 420,00
MISC. ORCHARD 155

1/ Naked fruit delivered to packing
2/ Gravenstein - 560,5,0-42 1b. box @ $1.60.

Lates

house or processor.

- 298,966-4/, 1b. box € $2.33.

TOTAL

¥ 3,762,7

2,426,7
207,2

1,382,6
00,2
15,3

3,705,4°
211, 6¢

15,5¢

$12,417, 5.
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years to see a landscape dominated by prune orchards. Only scattered
vineyards were growing at that time. On the topographic sheets published
in the 1950s note the preponderance of the orchard symbol in the
southern part of the valley, and the much greater frequency of grapes
(outlined in black) north of Geyserville as opposed to the area south
of Geyserville (Fig. 1, attached separately). From the late 19th century
to the late 1960s one can argue for a greater sense of the historic
importance of wine more for the northern valley area than for the
southern portion. If the time frame is reduced to the last 10 years, then
clearly a flip-flop has come about. The southern valley area currently has
far more vineyards and a few more wineries. That is not the same as
saying that grapes and wineries disappeared from the northern valley,
because they did not. Grape acreage and winery numbers have grown
absolutely there, also.

How does one choose from the above time frames to argue historical
significance in a viticultural sense for the Alexander Valley? I do
not see that any right and wrong case exists.

5. Where is the Alexander Valley?--Boundary Precedents

Viewed historically, the limits of what is referred to as the
Alexander Valley have expanded over time, but not systematically so.
It is evident that early references to the name included only the area
in the southeastern part of the valley around Cyrus Alexander's
property (Fig. 1). Only the Tand on the northeast side of the Russian
River was considered "in the valley." The "valley" did not come close
to reaching Geyserville in the north nor as far as Chalk Hill Road in
the south. On a historical basis, and with documentary evidence, one

could argue for a very restricted definition of the Alexander Valley.
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However, what would be the viticultural significance of such a definition
today?

Over time, references to the 1imits of the Alexander Valley
varied, as indicated by the various quotes in Group A's petition, and
by the evidence provided in Heintz study. Group A's petition reports
that Mr. Russell Green's 1973 definition of the Alexander Valley,
though "Mr. Green's boundaries were not specifically defined" (pp. 3-4,
text of Group A's petition), "more accurately depicted the unique:
climactic [sic] and geographic features of the growing region than did
Mr. Alexander's original holdings" (p. 3, text of Group A's petition).

About the time of Mr. Green's request to use the Alexander
Valley appeliation, signs reading "You are entering the Alexander Valley"
were placed on Highway 128 just south of the Geyserville Grange Hall
on the northeast side of the Russian River (for those entering from
the north), just north of what is presently Field Stone winery on the
northeast side of the Russian River (for those entering from the south),
and along Alexander Valley Road near its intersection with Lytton
Station Road (for those entering from the west). (See Fig. 1 for sign
Tocations.) These signs are still in place, and if they are to be
believed, the Alexander Valley's northern 1imit is just south of the
Geyserville Grange Hall. The southern 1imit is north of the Field
Stone winery. Such boundaries, more expansive than during the days of
Cyrus Alexander, are still very restrictive, and do not relate to any
geographic entity.

The boundaries of Group A's petition are enlarged beyond Green's
"to include most of the watershed," (WHAT WATERSHED?) and because
the enlargement "lend{s] itself to easily understood descriptive narrative

and it more closely follows the definition of a valley" (p. 4, text of
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Group A's petition). The rationale suggests that the boundaries have
nothing to do with how anyone refers to the valley, nor do the petitioners
claim prior use of their proposed boundaries by others. Who else has
used or advocated these boundaries? As I shall try to demonstrate
later, the "watershed" and "definition of a valley" claims are without
foundation. In short, there is no historical, current, geographical
or watershed evidence to support boundaries for the Alexander Valley
as depicted by Group A.

Group A has effectively established that Cloverdale did not
refer to itself as being in the Alexander Valley. The argument is then
made that this is proof that it was not in the Alexander Valley. On
the other hand, Group A also offers no evidence that Geyserville considered
itself to be in the Alexander Valley. Nonetheless, Geyserville has
been included in Group A's petition. Why two sets of standards? In
his study, Heintz argues that because mail was delivered from Geyserville
to the historic Alexander Valley, and because grapes were shipped to
Geyserville from the historic Alexander Valley that, therefore, Geyser-
ville was part of the historic ATéxander Valley. Using this form of
argument, Healdsburg and Asti also become part of the historic Alexander
Valley because their wineries both received grapes from the area.

In the quote from the Healdsburg Enterprise on p. 11 of Heintz' study

the 1ist of wineries using Alexander Valley grapes in 1891 includes
Italian Swiss Colony of Asti!

After reading Heintz' study closely I conclude that, while he
presents irrefutable evidence that the concept of the historic Alexander
Valley expanded between 1890 and 1910 to include lands west of the
Russian River and lands northward to just south of Geyserville, he

presents no evidence that Geyserville itself was included in the
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Alexander Valley of the day. Note that Heintz' quote from the Santa

Rosa Press Democrat on page 12 underlines the Alexander Valley extending

up river "nearly to Geyserville." The key word is "nearly." "Nearly"
does not mean "includes." On the basis of Heintz' work a 1910 Alexander
Valley could be defined as shown on Fig. 1. o TN

What of the boundaries as proposed by Group B? 1Its petition
does not dispute the early Timited areal expanse of what was known as
the Alexander Valley. After that early period, however, both sides
agree the 1imits of the valley expanded. The problem is how far did
they expand, and what does one accept as proof of the expansion.

Plentiful historical and current evidence exists to establish
the point that the entire valley, not just some part of the southern
portion, has been referred to as the Alexander Valley. In fact, one
has to look no farther than Group A's petion to sustain Group B's
argument that the upper valley is part of the whole Alexander Valley.
The first paragraph of the section on "Historical or Current Evidence
that the Proposed Boundaries of the Viticultural Area are Correct"
states that "the valley is defined as lying east of Healdsburg and

parallel to the Russian River for most of its 20 mile length" (emphasis

added). Starting from the southern limits of the Alexander Valley
as defined by Group A and proceeding up the valley for 20 miles takes
one to beyond Cloverdale! By its own definition Group A has recognized
that the Cloverdale area is included in the Alexander Valley.

Maps from several sources identify the entire valley from north
of Cloverdale to south of Jimtown as the Alexander Valley. On a
national scale, the United States Geological Survey maps on which the
ATF requires petitioners to outline the boundaries of their proposed

viticultural districts support Group B. The 7.5' topographic sheets
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consistenly identify the valley floor from north of Cloverdale to Chalk
Hi1l Road as the "Alexander Valley." To refuse the claim of Group B
and set the northern boundaries of the appellation farther south, an
ATF official would presumably have to be Tooking at the words "Alexander
Valley" on the Asti and Cloverdale quadrangles and claim that what
was represented on the map was not the Alexander Valley! I think that
would be difficult to do.

Three maps and a table in a 1975 State of California study of
Sonoma County ground water resources refer to the Alexander Valley as
including the entire valley floor--and the boundaries of the valley
are precisely outlined (Figs. 2, 3, and 4, and table opposite Fig. 4).

The Targe scale (1:20,000) maps of the Soil Survey, Sonoma

County, California, prepared by the United States Department of

Agriculture in cooperation with the University of California in 1972
identify all of the valley floor area from north of Cloverdale to the
Chalk Hill Road area as the "Alexander Valley." (Fig. 5 is an example
of one of these maps, showing the Cloverdale area.)

A 1974 Sonoma County publication entitled Landscape Units Map

Index included two maps (Figs. 6 and 7) that established the caunty's view
of Alexander Valley as including the entire valley floor. It is apparent,
then, that "the name of the proposed viticultural area is locally and
nationally known as referring to the area specified in the petition,"

and that "Historical or current evidence that the boundaries [at Teast

as far as the valley floor area is concerned] of the viticultural area

are as specified in the petition." ATF's first two criteria for appellation
approval are fulfilled. Additional evidence is also at hand from the
academic side to support Group B's boundaries.

An article on the Sonoma County wine industry, published in 1977
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in the California Geographer, included a map of Sonoma County wine

districts. The Alexander Valley was outlined as extending from the
Cloverdale area to the Chalk Hill Road area (Fig. 8). This map was
prepared by the wine geographer William K. Crowley in a preliminary
attempt to outline Sonoma County appellations before such appellations
became an issue.

The NPRM for the Alexander Valley published in the Federal
Register also argues, perhaps unintentionally, for the fact that one
valley is really involved in the appellation issue. Throughout the
NPRM reference is made to "the valley arm,” not "arms" or'valleys."
The singular nature of the reference suggests a single valley.

6. Conclusions on the Basis of Historical and Current Boundary Evidence

Irrespective of the arguments on physical geography (which
are yet to come), the foregoing material on historical and current
evidence of the Alexander Valley's boundaries Teads me to conclude:

a. The boundaries of the Alexander Valley from the time of
Cyrus Alexander to the present often, if not generally, have been
indefinite. In those instances where lines are drawn on a map the
entire valley floor is included in the Alexander Valley (with the
exception of Russell Green's map, which I have not seen).

b. The original use of the name Alexander Valley referred to
a small area in the lower end of the valley on the northeast side of
the Russian River (Fig. 1). By 1910, as shown by Heintz, the area
referred to as the Alexander Valley had expanded northward to nearly
Geyserville and westward across the Russian River (Fig. 1).

c. The topographic unit (thestructural valley) that extends
from north of Cloverdale to the Chalk Hi1ll Road area has been referred

to as the "Alexander Valley" in several publications and in some
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instances has been specifically bounded and Tabeled as such on maps, a
claim that apparently cannot be made for any other proposed definitions
of the Alexander Valley.
d. No historical or current evidence exists to support a set of

boundaries as proposed by Group A, nor have any maps been produced

which identify an Alexander Valley as that group defines jts

e. Considerable evidence exists to support inclusion of the
entire valley floor as proposed by B. (Where the boundaries belong in
the mountains in either petition is a wholly different sujbect not
dealt with here. The guts issue is how much of the valley floor and
terraces should be included in the appellation.)

f. Two legitimate options are available in drawing appellation
boundaries for the valley. ATF can restrict the appellation to one
of the two "oldtime" Alexander Valley definitions, or ATF can include
the entire valley floor and adjacent terraces and bench lands in the
appellation.

7. Geography--Its importance in Delimiting the Alexander Valley

The third criterion that the ATF uses to evaluate appellation
petitions is "evidence relating to the geographical features (climate,
soil, elevation, physical features, etc.) which distinguish the
viticultural features of the proposed area from surrounding areas."

Both petitions include valley floor and adjacent hill- and mountainside
lands. In both cases distinct physical contrasts distinguish the valley
floor from the surrunding slopes. Unifromity is lacking in both

petitions because of the topographic, soil and microclimatic differences
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betweén valley floor and mountainside.

Virtually all of the grapes in either the A or B proposals are
'Tocated, however, on the valley floor, adjacent river terraces, or the
lower slopes rising out of the valley. The important issue as faras the
appellation is concerned is the placement of the northern and southern
boundaries that would mark the 1imit of the valley floor. I believe
overwhelming evidence exists to support the idea of a relatively homogeneous
geograrhical entity extending from the Chalk Hill Road area to north of
Cloverdale, as proposed by Group B.

7.a. Geology, Soils and Watershed

In his document on the geology, secil and watershed boundaries Dr.
Thomas Anderson demonstrated the unity of these elements for the entire
valley. The northern portion of the valley is comosed of the same kinds of
alluvial deposits as mark the lower valley (Fig. 9, attached). The soils
all belong to the Yolo-Cortina-Pleasanton Association (Fig. 10).
Several series and phases, with varying textures and drainage features,
comprise this association and are unevenly distributed throughout the valley
floor. No soil distinctions can be made, however, across the northern
boundary proposed by Group A. Some of the same soil phases are found in
both the upper and Tower valley. For example, the Cortina very gravelly
sandy loam, 0-2 percent slope, dominates the east side of the valley floor
from south of Geyserville to just south of Asti., and again on the same side
of the river, from just north of Asti to north of Cloverdale. To quote
Dr. Anderson "...the soils of both the northern andsOuthern segments of the
Alexander Valley are similar....It would be difficult to subdivide the
Alexander Valley based on soil types (p. 6 of Anderson's report).

Some confusion exists in the use of the terms "watershed" and
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"groundwater basins." There can be no argument that the entire valley is
part of the same watershed--the Russian River watershed--because the limits
of that watershed reach far beyond the limits of the Alexander Valley however
it is defined. There is no primary watershed divide anywhere in the
Alexander Valley. There are, of course, tributary streams with divides
between them, but portions of these tributary valleys are included in both
petitions, eg., Oat Valley Creek just north of Cloverdale, and Maacama
Creek and Franz Creek near Chalk Hill Road in the extreme southern portion
of the valley. I do not see watershed as an issue and am unable to understand
the statement on page four of Group A's petition that states that its
boundaries include "most of the watershed.” What watershed?

With respect to the dispute as to whether the valley is one continuous
groundwater basin, or divided into two basins, the latest evidence, as
demonstrated by Dr. Anderson, argues for a single basin. Whoever is correct,
I must inquire as to the viticultural significance in either case. The
concern is with variables that affect grapes. Does a Tocation in different
groundwater basins (which, according to Anderson, is not the case here)
have viticultural significance?

7.b. Climate

In separate letters (both of which have been filed with the ATF) to
Robert Young and Douglas Bay Shaffer, Robert Sisson, County Agricultural
Director and Farm Advisor for Sonoma County, characterized the climate of
both the southern Alexander Valley and the northern Alexander Valley around
Cloverdale as "Coastal Warm." He noted that both areas are distinct from
the Russian River Valley area to the south and west which is characterized
by a "Coastal Cool" climate. The differences in the average number of heat

units is less than 100 (2996 and 3085) between the southern climate stations
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shown by Sisson and th: northern climate stations. Well over 600 heat units
separate the southern Alexander Valley from the nearby Santa Rosa Plain-
Russian River area (whose stations average 2366 heat units). These data
prove that even between its northern and southern extremes the Alexander
Valley is climatically quite uniform. Beyond the valley, at least to the
south and west, the climate changes quickly.

It is common knowledge that the northern end of theAlexander Valley
is slightly warmer during the growing season than is the southern end. But
there is no abrupt change from one part of the valley to the next. Rather,
as one proceeds from one extreme of the valley to the other the temperature
changes are gradual. The same phenomenon occurs to an even greater extent
in both the Napa and Sonoma Valleys which the ATF found no problem in seeing
as climatically uniform. The differences in heat units between the Los
Carneros area and Calistoga in the Napa Valley are far greater than the
differences between the Chalk Hi1l Road area and Cloverdale.

No sharp change of climate occurs in crossing the northern boundary
of the Group A proposal. The boundary is climatically insignificant. The
Group A proposal admits this fact on page seven of its text wherein it states
that its proponents believe their boundary is a geological, not a climatic
one. A check on harvest dates of the same variety planted near Asti and near
Geyserville would show little if any difference between the two locations.
These two places are more similar climatically than are Geyserville and the
Chalk Hi11 Road area. Yet Asti and Geyserville are separated by Group A's
boundary while Geyserville and the Chalk Hi11 Road area both fall within
A's boundary.

While Group A makes some issue of fog intrusion keeping the southern
valley cooler than the north, the proposal admits on page seven of the text that

"the area upstream from Geyserviile tu our proposed boundary is not effected
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(sic) as much by coastal fog..." And as Sisson's Tetters to Young and
Shaffer make clear, the fog intrusion is not as important in the Alexander
Valley as it is in the areas to the south and west. "Coastal warm"
means that the fog intrusion is weaker and shallower than in "coastal
cool" climates. In page two of his Tetter to Young, Sisson notes that
the town of Healdsburg and the Tand formation known as Chalk Hill
mark the "usual break point for the heaviest part of the intrusion when
it occurs." In other words, beyond these sites (eg., in the Alexander
Valley) the intrusion is weaker.

At the January 24th ATF hearingin Santa Rosa many statements
were made about the presence or absence of fog, and about the problems
in using degree days or heat units as measures of climate. Assertions
were made that the Cloverdale area is really much hotter than the
figures suggest. No quantitative proof was offered for any of the claims
made in this regard. Over time I have learned that nearly every grower
of premium wine grapes feels that there is some special quality about
his or her climate. Fortunately, a neutral source exists who has gone
beyond degree day measurements to look at climate in Sonoma County, in
particular, climate as it pertains to viticulture. 1In 1977 Carol Ann
Lawson produced a Masters thesis at the University of California at
Davis entitled "Guidelines for Assessing the Viticultural Potential of
Sonoma County: An Analysis of the Physical Environment." To evaluate
Sonoma County climates for viticultural purposes Ms. Lawson devised a
method which is based on data on fog intrusions and temperature extremes.
These data are then combined with moisture and energy data (energy
expressed as potential evapotranspiration) to construct a map of climatic

regions (Fig. 11). By overlaying Figs. 11 and 12 one can see that all of



From: Carol Ann Lawson, "Guidelines for Assessing the Viticultural Potential of
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the Alexander Valley is homogeneous enough climatically to be included
in one region, labeled "E." While Ms. Lawson provides no formal names
for her regions other than the letters on the map, she does offer
verbal descriptions. She comments that Region E "receives the highest
energy endowments in the county and consequently is the warmest region.
Region E embraces the Alexander, Knights and Dry Creek Valleys" (Lawson,
97). Her map of fog influence (Fig. 13) pretty well negates the whole fog
issue for the Alexander Valley. By overlaying that map with Fig. 12
one can see that all of the Alexander Valley lies beyond the boundary
of the average maximum fog intrusion. While fog does enter the valley
at times, its influence, viticulturally, is minor compared to the neigh-
boring Russian River Valley proposed appellation.

Two other points are worth noting in Ms. Lawson's work. Firstly,
whenever she refers to the Alexander Valley she uses the whole valley
floor (Fig. 12) as proposed by Group B. Secondly, Fig. 11 makes clear
the climatic variety of the Sonoma Valley, with three different climatic
regions found in the Sonoma Valley as defined by the ATF. If ATF found
a valley that diverse climatically, to be climatically distinctive, it
should be able to see a valley with one climatic region as climatically
distinctive.

Rather than Tooking for contrasts between the northern and
southern ends of the valley floor, another consideration that ATF should
be attentive to is the climatic contrasts within either of the proposed
Alexander Valleys between the valley floors and the higher elevations in
the included mountain areas. Sites in the mountains not only sit above
the marine fog layer--and receive greater solar energy on summer days
when fog is present on the valley floor--but at an elevation of 2000

feet one could expect daily maximum and minimum temperatures to be
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roughly 5°F below the valley floor when fog is not present. In other
words, far greater microclimatic variation occurs between valley floor
and higher elevations within the proposed boundaries than occurs between
the opposite poles of the valley floor.

With respect to climate, one can conclude that a strong case
can be made for treating all of Alexander Valley, at least the floor
of the valley, as relatively uniform climatically. No case exists for
a distinct climatic region within A's boundaries (at least on the north),

nor do the proponents of A claim one.

7.c. Topography (The following discussion presumes that the reader
has available a set of topographic quads for the area, and is able to
accurately interpret contours and their significance.)

I have gone over the topography and its associated geology
rather carefully for the Alexander Valley. I believe that topography
suggests a single valley unit. I think this assertion can be understood
best by looking at Group A's northern boundary and considering the
group's claims with respect to that boundary.

Group A's proposal twice comments that its northern boundary is
related to an elevation change: the "valley narrows sharply with a
corresponding rise in elevation at the proposed northwestern boundary"
(p. 5 of the text), and "the northwestern Tine we have drawn is at a
point along the Russian River where the elevation changes" (p. 7 of the
text). The valley floor does narrow in the area where Group A has drawn
its line. However, the line is drawn north of the cited "rise in
elevation" on the west side of the river. Within A's boundary are two
Tow peaks that reach over 450 feet, higher than any elevations along the

river terraces to the north of A's line. Were the petitioners really
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concerned about a change in elevation, the northern Tine would have to
be drawn to the south of these hills. Changes in geology are not a
problem either for Group A. The hills included within its boundary
are composed of Franciscan bedrock materials.

As for the valley floor itself, there is no sharp rise in elevation
at A's northern boundary, as one of the above quotes intimates. The
elevation along the Russian River at A's northern boundary is 240 feet.
Just west of Cloverdale the 280 foot contour crosses the Russian, so
that the elevation of the valley floor changes only 40 feet between
A's boundary and Cloverdale. Even at the northern terminus of the
valley around Preston, the river elevation is still only 320 feet,

a mere 80 feet higher than at A's northern boundary.

On the other hand, the elevation of the Russian River at A's
southern boundary is 140 feet, 100 feet Tower than the elevation at the
northern boundary (not 50 feet as claimed by A). Therefore, if one is
worried about elevation changes along the valley floor, greater change
takes place within A's boundaries than between A's northern boundary
and the northern terminus of the valley at Preston. I believe, however,
that the whole issue is insignificant. An elevation change of 200
feet over 20 miles is not worth talking about. It has no viticultural
importance. I bring it up only because A's proposal makes an issue of
it and is errant in doing so. The elevation changes that take place
between valley floor and the eastern and western boundaries of the
proposed appellation are far greater--on the order of 2000 feet. That
kind of contrast makes meaningless any dispute over changes along the
valley floor or slight rises along river terraces on the edges of the
valley.

Beyond the elevation argument I also have trouble understanding
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Group A's anxiety over the narrowing of the valley in the area where
their petition proposes the northern boundary. The latest geologic
maps prove that no bedrock gorge exists and that the valley is continuous,
so presumably that point is not open to dispute. (I refer you, again,
to Dr. Anderson's report and to Fig. 9.) If If the narrowing of the
valley near the northern border of A's proposal is a problem, then I
beleive a problem also exists in the Chalk Hi1l Road area in the southern
portion of the proposed appellation. Approximately one mile north of
the ssouthern boundary, the valley floor of the Russian River becomes
far more constricted than it does in the area of A's northern boundary.
At this location, with the Alexander Valley Rancheria on the west side
of the river, and a hill with a marked elevation of 426 feet on the east
side of the river, the river does pass through a true bedrock gorge.
(See also Fig. 9.) Serpentine forms the west bank, and the hill on the
east side is comprised of Franciscan Formation materials.

Consistency of argument means that if the northern boundary is
placed where Group A proposes it because of a narrowing in the valley
floor, then the southern boundary would have to be moved northward
at least one mile to north of the bedrock gorge.

Additionally, the flat areas referred to as the Alexander Valley
in the extreme southern area are the valley floors of Maacama Creek
and Franz Creek, and not part of the Russian River proper. As a geographer,
I find it much more problematical including this southern area within
the appellation than I do including the northern area as proposed by
Group B.

In reality, if valley narrowing and slight changes in elevation
are an issue, problems pop up in the southern area almost three miles

north of the bedrock gorge. South of Hoot Owl Creek an abrupt rise in
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elevation occurs on the east side of the river, and steep bluffs 1line
the river bank. Relief (the difference between the highest and lowest
points in an area) here is on the order of 200 feet, the same as on the
west bank of the river, just south of A's northern boundary. A series
of rolling hills marks the area south of Hoot Owl Creek and land use
also changes. Vineyards disappear for some distance as livestock
grazing becomes dominant. (That kind of land use change does not occur
along A's northern border. Vineyards dominate on both side of the
border.) One could Tegitimately argue that Hoot Owl Creek should be
the southern terminus of the Alexander Valley because of topographic
and land use changes which occur in that area.

Returning to A's northern boundary, I also have problems with
it because it bisects several properties, some of them vineyards (Fig. 14).
How can part of a vineyard be included in the appellation and part of
it not be included when no topographic, soil or climatic changes are
involved?

Finally, perhaps the most bothersome feature of all about A's
boundary is that it is a straight line. I know that ATF has approved
straight lines in many instances where they reasonably mark a change in
geographical environments or land use. In this instance neither land
use nor environment change, so how can a straight Tine be justified?

It is particularly curious that the straight line happens to be at the
northern end of the Geyserville Quadrangle. I trust that ATF viticultural
boundaries are not constructed in such an arbitrary manner.

8. Proprietary Rights to Geographical Names

Many proponents of Group A's boundaries believe that the

"Alexander Valley" appellation belongs exclusively to them because
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wineries and growers in their area were the first to use the appellation.
They helped to develop a recognition for the Alexander Valley, beginning
in the middle 1970s. Their contention is similar to the "North Coast"
appellation proponents who want the term "North Coast" restricted to
Napa, Sonoma, and Mendocino Counties because of an ATF 1974 administrative
decision. In its NPRM of January 11, 1982, Notice No. 404, however,
ATF made its policy manifest that

"with the new viticultural area procedure...all appellations

other than the actual names of counties or states must be based

on geographical and viticultural characteristics. Furthermore,

ATF made it clear with the promulgation in 1978 of the new rules

concerning viticultural area appellations, that old policies

no longer applied. Each viticultural area must stand on its
own inherent merits...." (Emphasis added.)

Additionally, ATF stated that Treasury Decision 53 "made it
clear that no grape-growing area would be 'grandfathered' and each

area must meet the new criteria before approval" (Federal Register,

Vol. 47, No. 6, January 11, 1982, pp. 1151-1152). The gist of ATF's
argument was that the North Coast appellation could be extended beyond
the 1974 definition because 1978 brought in a new set of rules.

In the case of the Alexander Valley, using the same line of
reasoning, ATF need not 1imit itself to the 1973 definition of the
appellation. The "Alexander Valley" appellation has been used in the
northern part of the valley. Cordtz Brothers Winery has labeled some
of its wines "Upper Alexander Valley." Wines made by Mirassou from
Harold Smith's vineyard have been labeled "Alexander Valley." Other
instances of use of the Alexander Valley appellation by northern valley
producers were cited at the Santa Rosa ATF hearing on January 24th.

No disagreement exists that the name has been used more frequently
in the southern part of the valley, but that fact does not give

southern producers proprietary rights to the name.
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9. Economic Considerations

Statements have been made that the grapes in the southern
Alexander Valley are worth more (command higher prices) than northern
valley grapes. That would prove to be a difficult statement to substantiate.
Both areas contain vineyards that receive premium prices for their
grapes. Both areas also have vineyards that receive less than premium
prices.
ATF has shown itself to be unenamored of economic arguments as
it demonstrated in the Shenandoah Valley, California case: "The
similarity of environmental factors influencing the grapes in a region
is far more important than real or imagined boundary lines or economic

factors" (Federal Register, Vol. 47, No. 249, Dec. 28, 1982, p. 57695).

On this basis ATF extended the Shenandoah Valley appellation across
a county line to include more territory. One assumes ATF will continue
to apply the same principal in other instances.

10. General Conclusions

a. On the basis of geographical features--topography, soils and
climate---a sound argument exists for including the entire valley floor
in the Alexander Valley appellation. Group A's proposal makes no claim
for soil change across its northern boundary (for there is none). Its
statements on climatic change pertain to only a gradual climatic
transition, a continuation of the same kind of transition that occurs
from the Chalk Hi11 Road area northward. Robert Sisson has demonstrated
that both northern and southern portions of the valley are within the
mid to Tow ranges of the "Coastal Warm" climate. Carol Ann Lawson's
thesis substantiates the general climatic unity of the valley. Claims

with respect to topographic change are inconsistent. The proposal by
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Group A includes within the appellation boundaries the most significant
topographic change in the northern area. The valley floor varies little
in elevation from one end to the other, andigreater topographic and
geologic discontinuities exist within the southern portion of the
appellation than exist in A's northern boundary area.

b. On the basis of historical criteria, various limits to the
Alexander Valley can be argued cogently (Fig. 1). None of these supportable
sets of 1imits, however, corresponds to anything like the boundaries,
especially in the north, as proposed by Group A. Of the remaining
possible boundaries, one must ask "what is their viticultural significance?"
Neither the boundaries of Cyrus Alexander's "Early Alexander Valley"
nor Russell Green's approximate "Alexander Valley" have any significance
topographically, climatically, or lithologically. Only the boundaries
of Group B enclose a true geographic region of viticultural significance.

c. Group A's boundaries are not supportable on either geographic
or historical grounds and should be dismissed. Particularly I refer
to the area from Geyserville to the northern boundary, an area un-
substantiated in any of the historical material presented.

d. Group B's boundaries possess both geographic and historical
legitimacy and should be approved (though one could argue that not
all of the mountainous territory on the east or on the northwest really
belongs). Only one viticultural appellation should be established
for the present. Subappellations might make sense at some later date
when the California wine industry matures, but they do not make sense

in the Alexander Valley for the present.
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LAW OFFICES OF

PAsSsALACQUA & MazzoNI
150 MATHESON STREET
HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448

FRANCIS M. PASSALACQUA TELEPHONE: MAILING ADDRESS
JAMES R. Mazzoni, JR. (707) 433-3363 P. O. BOX 455
THOMAS R. PASSALACQUA

MARK L. GLADDEN

February 24, 1983

Chief, Reguests & Procedures Division
Buraeau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
P,O. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Atins Notice 444 - Proposed Alexander Valley
Appellation, Healdsbhurg, Sonoma County,
California Area

Gentlemen:

At the time of the hearing held on Januvary 24, 1983 at
Santa Rosa, California pursuant to the above numbered
notice, the undersigned appeared for Kenneth J. Toth to
request on behaif of Mr. Toth that his property at 2470 Rio
Lindo, Healdsburg, California, be included within the
proposed Alexander Valley appellation. At the time of said
hearing, it was indicated that written evidence could and
should be submitted to your division in substantiation of
Mr. Toth's request. You accordingly will find enclosed the
daclaration of Mr. Toth along with a declaration of a
neighbor, Frederick J. Passalacqua, along with Exhibits A,
B-1 and B-2, all in support of Mr., Toth's said request.

You will note on Exhibit A, a topographical map of the
Healdsburg and Alexander Valley areas, that Mr. Toth is
indicating a southerly boundary for the Alexander Valley
appeliation. It is clear from said map that the Passalacqua
and Toth properties lie in a small valley between the main
portion of Alexander Valley and what is sometimes known as
the Russina River Valley lving to the south of the City of
Healdsburg. It is also a fact that the small valley
involved is too insignificant in grape production to qualify
for a separate appellation designation and therefore should
be made a part of an appellation involving a larger area.

In view of the evidence submitted herewith it appears
logical and proper that the Toth and Passalacqua properties
be included within the Alexander Valley appellation.






DECLARATION

I, KENNETH J. TOTH, declare as follows:

~h

I am a resident of Healdsburg, County of Sonoma, State o
California, with a home address of 2470 Rio Lindo Avenue,
Healdsburg, California; that I am the owner of ranch property
commonly known as "BLACK MOUNTAIN RANCH" located at 2470 Rio
Lindo Avenue, Healdsburg, California, which said property is
designated in red on the topographic map marked Exhibit A
submitted with this Declaration; in excess of one hundred {100)
acres of my said property is planted to mainly varietal grapes of
the varieties Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot
Chardonnay, and Zinfandel. |

That it is my opinlon and my request that my said property
be included within the Alexander Valley appellation and not a
proposed Russian River appellation for the following reasons:

(a2} The varieties of grapes grown on my said property are
more akin to those grown best in the Alexander Vallev region:

{(b) Although the Pinct Chardonnay variety is grown in both
the Alexander Valley and Russian River areas, this variety when
grown in the Alexander Valley region tends to have a lower acid
and a heavier stvle wine which equates with the results obtained

by me in growing this variety on my ranch;



{c) Harvesting of our grape crop typically is concluded on
my said property by mid-September which corresponds to the
harvesting season in the Alexander Valley region:

{(d} The varieties Sauvignon Blanc and Cabernet Sauvignon
grow well on my property as they do in the Alexander Valley
region but both of these varieties do pooriy south of Healdsburg
in the proposed Russian River appellation area;

(e) Historically the location of my said property, as well
as the Passalacqua Ranch to the north thereof, has been
considered a part of Alexander Valley as indicated by the
declaration of FREDERICK J. PASSALACQUA submitted simultaneously
with this declaratiqn;

(£} That at the time I purchased my said property in 1976
it was indicated to me by the previous owner who had owned the
property for well over 50 years that the grapes growing thereon
were considered to be part of Alexander Valley production,
Relying on whzt I considered to be an historical fact, I have
consistently marketed grapes grown on my property, which
approximate 300 to 400 tons per year, as dgrapes grown in the
Alexander Vallev, In supnort of this statement I am also

submitting with this Declaration labels used by wineries

indicating gr

ves usad o oroduce wine from my property as being

w

designated as "BTACK MOTITATH VINEYARD" and in some cases, as
Alexander Vallev as wall. =32id labels are attached to Exhibits

herewith.

marked "EB-1" apd fg.3u



Relying on information furnished me at the time I purchased
my property in 1976 and subsequently, I have developed my
vineyard, known as "BLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD" and/or "BLACK
MOUNTAIN RANCH" as an Alexander Valley premium varietal vineyard
and as indicated by the aforesaid wine labels have had publicized
wines made from grapes marketed from my said property as being
from the Alexander Valley.

For the reasons set forth in this Declaration and in the
accompanying Declaration of FREDERICK J. PASSALACQUA and the
herein referred to Exhibits, I request that my property along
with the Passalacqua property be included within the proposed
Alexander Valley appellation. I am suggesting a southerly border
of said appellation area as indicated by me on the topographical
map marked Exhibit A and submitted simultanecusly herewith.

I make this declavation for the purpose of requesting of the
Bureau of Alcchol, Tobacco & Firearms to include my said
property, along with the property of FREDERICK J. PASSALACQUA, in
the Alexander Valley appellation designation.

I declare undsr penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
true and conrrect and that this declaration was executed on

February 23, 1983 at Heal.dspburg, California.

KEN!ETH JD!TOTH! I

[S8]



DECLARATION

I, FREDRICK J. PASSALACQUA, declare as follows:

That I am a resident of Healdsburg, County of Sonoma, State
of California, with a home address of Alexander Valley road,
Healdsburg, California; that I am an owner with my siblings of
approximately five hundred fifty (550} acres located to the North
on Alexander Valley Road and bordering on the South the Russian
River: that said acreage is designated in yellow on the
topographic map attached to the declaration of KENNETH TOTH being
submitted simultaneously with this declaration; that said acreage
in which I own an interest has been in my family for over sixty
(60) years and for at least the last forty (40} years there has
been on said acreage cne hundred forty acres (140) planted to
grapes; that said grapes consist of Chenin Blanc, Petit Sirah,
zinfandel zs well as general mixed black wine grapes.

. grapes harvested from the aforesaid one hundred
forty {149} acrss have bean sold over the years mainly to Soda
Rock Winery located in Alexander Valley, Healdsburg, California,
as well as to Simi Winery aznd Seghesio Winery, both located in
Healdsburg, Califernia, and also to Pedroncelli Winery in
Geyserville, California, =nd Martini & Prati Winery in
Forestvilie, California, 311 of said wineries being in the County

of Sonoma, Stete of Caiifrrnia. That said grapes have been sold






BLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD

Alexander Valley
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1977

Jc@giph Phels Vineys

Alcohol 15.6% by volume
Produced and bottled by Joseph Phelps Vineyards, St. Helena, California

Napa Cellars

ALCOHOL 13.5% BY VOLUME

PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY NAPA CELLARS WINERY
OAKVILLE, CALIFORNIA
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1981 SONOMA COUNTY

SAUVIGNON BLANC

M

BLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD

G

PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY THE ]J.W. MORRIS WINERIE
CONCORD, CALIFORNIA. ALCOHOL 12.6% BY VOLUME.
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50

SONOMA COUNTY !

| CHARDONNAY

BLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD

PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY THE |.W. MORRIS \\l’\'H{!lS.
CONCORD, CALIFORNIA. ALCOHOL 12% BY VOLUME.

e

1980 SONOMA COUNTY
SAUVIGNON BLANC l

M

HLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD ,

%ODUCED AND BOTTLED BY THE ].W. MORRIS WINERIES,
ERYVILLE, CALIFORNIA. ALCOHOL 12.6% BY VOLUME.

\J-W-MORRIS
' 1979- CHARDONNAY
SONOMA COUNTY

BLACK MOUNTAIN VINEYARD

Produced and bottled by
JW. Morris Port Works
Emeryville California
L Alcohol 13.5% by volume.
v, 4A



Sonoma Vineyards

October 5, 1982

Director ‘ :
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

I should like to urge the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the
Alexander Valley appellation as submitted by the
Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in
the Federal Register of August 19, 1982.

That proposal reflects the definition
of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly
one hundred years and as recognized both locally
and nationally. The areas further north, such as
Asti and Cloverdale, which is considerable distance
from this otherwise universally recognized region,
has never been considered part of Alexander Valley
and we urge that they not be included in the Alexander
Valley appellations for this reason.

The entire purpose of your excellent
work in the area of establishing appellations is. to
precisely establish definitive regions that the public
may know and depend upon for a style and consistency
of product. We feel that the extension north would
diminish and blur that purpose in the case of Alexander

Valley.
odney D. rong
Chairman and Winemadter
Sonoma Vineyards Winery
RDS/dbw

Old Redwood Highway, Windsor, Sonoma County, California 95492 (707) 433-6511



Chateau 5t. Jean

VINEYARDS AND WINERY

October 8, 1982

Director Steve Higgins

Bureau of Alecohol, Tobacco
and Firearms

Washington, DC 20226

Dear Director Higgins:

Chateau St. Jean Winery strongly urges the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley
Appellation as submitted by the Appellation Committee

("Group A") and recorded in the Federal Register of August 19,
1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Val-
ley as it has existed for nearly 100 years and as recognized
both locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor the

Cloverdale area, both of which are north of Alexander Valley,
have ever been considered part of Alexander Valley.

As our winery purchases approximately 60% of our varietal
grapes from the Alexander Valley area, we feel that it is of
prime importance that only the area described by "Group A" be
considered. Any addition to these original parameters would
be at best superfluous.

Respectfull

Richard ‘L. Arrowocoed
Vice President/Winemaster

8555 SONOMA HIGHWAY POST OFFICE BOX 293 KENWOOD. CALIFORNIA 95452 TELEPHONE (707) 833-4134
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Chief
Regulations/?rocedures Div.
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
& Firesrms
Box 385
Washington, D. C. 20044-0385

"Attn: Notice No. 418

This letter is written in support of the viticultural appell-~
ation proposal submitted by Group A which defines the
proposed viticultural area of Alexander Valley, in Sonoma
County, California.

The writers have owned and run a vineyard of 100 acres in the
Alexander Valley since 1967, to which they have added a winery
in 1982.

In your consideration of the two proposals before you concerning
the geographical definition of Alexander Valley, we wish to draw
your atftentlon to these facts:

1. During our 15 years in Alexander Valley, Cloverdale and Asti
have always been referred to separately, as arsas distinct from
Alexander Valley, until the Group B proposal appeared befors
your agency.

o, Tor more than 100 years, the Italian Swiss Colony Winery has
been in production at Asti. The winery has never identified itself
as in the Alexander Valley. Neither has it identifiled itself as

in Cloverdsls. It has consistently identified itself as at Asti,
separate from the other two place names. -

3. Asti stands between Alexander Valley and Cloverdals, isolating
one from the other with five miles of intervening terrain which
over a century has been defined differently from each, neither
Alexander Valley nor Cloverdale.

and the years previous by thelr 1labels define themselves as
Oloverdale, not Alexander Valley. Alexsnder Valley appsears on
their labels only when the grapes used in the wine have come
from below Asti, that is from the area Group A defines &=
Alexander Valley.

4. The existing Cloverdale wineries with their vintages of 1981

Vi urge that you reject the appending of separate areas to
Alexander Valley in an attempt %o rewrite the history of many
decades. The Group A proposal reflects longstanding local

history and custom in 1its definition of Alexander Valley, one
which at this late date should not adulterated.

lary H., Hafner Richard P. Hafjer,

October 12, 1982
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Aloxandar Valloy Assoclaﬂon

POST OFFICE BOX 1195
HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448

October 12, 1982

BATF

Mr. Robert Dickerson
1200 Penn Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20226

Re: Alexander Valley Appellation

Desr Mr. Dickerson:

It has been brought to our attention that applications
have been filed for an Alexander Valley Appellation by two
groups. I represent the Alexander Valley Association, a
property owners' association that has been in existence for
sixteen years. Our association is made up of 136 landowners
in the Alexander Valley. We strongly recommend that the areas
north of Alexander Valley, i.e. Asti and Cloverdale, not be
included in the Alexander Valley Appellation. We endorse the
Alexander Valley Appellation as submitted by Group A (Appellation
Committee) and recorded in the Federal Register of August 19, 1982.
Alexander Valley both historically and politically has
never included the Asti and Cloverdale areas as part of the
Valley. Alexander Valley ends just north of Geyserville where
the hiyls on either side of the river pinch down and form a
n@%ur&L.hayrier between the two areas. Because of this barrier
both the fog and cooling ocean breezes are stopped, and the
Asti and Cloverdale areas are much warmer than the area to the
south. The difference in climate makes the wines coming from
the two areas quite different. A Chardonnay from the southern
area will be quite different than a Chardonnay from the Cloverdale
area. The same will follow for other varietal wines as well.
Grapes delivered to local wineries from the Asti and

Cloverdale areas are not considered to be from Alexander Valley,



Page two

but are designated as the Cloverdale area. For a number of
years I bought grapes for Souverain Winery. We always
designated the area to the south as Alexander Valley and the
area to the north as Cloverdale or Sonoma County.

The Alexander Valley Association has never included
the Asti or Cloverdale areas as part of the area under their
jurisdiction. The Association works very closely with the
Sonoma County Planning Department as well as other agencies
of county government. At both the local and county level
the Cloverdale and Asti areas are not considered to be a
part of Alexander Valley.

The Alexander Valley Association and its 136 members
strongly recommend that you adopt the Alexander Valley
Appellation as proposed by Group A.

Dale R. Goode
President
Alexander Valley Association

~ DRG:1d
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(ORDT7 Brotuees (Lo

28237 River Road
Cloverdale, CA 95425
(707) 894-5245

Cctober 12, 1982

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, DC 20044-0385

Attn: Notice No. 418

The position of the group submitting proposal "B" is that we have supplied
documented evidence establishing the fact that Alexander Valley is one entity
geographically, that it is one watershed and that visually there is no observ-
able line of demarcation between the upper and lower valley. Historically,
the name has been applied flexibally suiting the needs of the time and the
person using it.

We would like to point out that in the event proposal "A" is accepted that

a small section of some 1600 acres will be left with no appellation other
than broad categories e.g. Sonoma County or North Coast which are so broad in
their application as to leave our small portion unidentifiable.

In previous rulings, it appears that decisions have been rendered that seek

to properly identify areas and at the same time be cognizant of the most people.
If this standard is followed, then proposal "B" is your logical choice since
that decision will benefit the most and harm none.

Sincerely,

William A. Cordtz
for petitioners under Proposal "B"
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October 15, 1982

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 385

Washington, DC 20044-0385

Attn: Notice No. 418

Dear Sir:

The intent of this letter is to state for the recordqd
that United Vintners, as the owner of the Italian Swiss
Colony at Asti, California, fully endorses the position
described as that of Group "B" in Notice No. 418. wWe
believe this constitutes the correct geographic region
for viticultural area in Sonoma County to be designated
as "Alexander Valley."

United Vintners has previously commented and stated its
position in this matter in a letter to BATF dated
December 8, 1981. The Opinion expressed therein remains
that of United Vintners and should also be included in
the record.

Sincerely yours,

UNITED VINTNE

Obert D. Rossi
Vice President
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HARRY H. WETZEL e P.O. BOX 175 ¢ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA, 95448

Chief

Regulations and Procedures Division

o

Bureau of Alchohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 385
Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Sir,

~
Ik

Fnclosed are a letter f£from Dale Goode the President

of the Alexander Valley Association, Michael Dixon Presi-

£~
-

dent of Simi Winery, 70 petition signatures representing
approximately 6,530 acres of grapes, and a report by Willian
Heintz, a noted wine historian.

The enclosed reiterates the feeling of group A. The
grapes grown in and around the town of Cloverdale are not
now had have never been considered as Alexander Valley grapes.

We do not agree that the Chalk Hill viticultural area
and the Alexander Valley viticultural area overlap. If they

do, in our mind this is a minor point which can easily be

negotiated.



If you have guestions contact, Hank Wetzel (707) 433-7209
or in writing at the above address. I hope you rule fairly,

in our favor.

Sincerely,

Hank Wetzel

Chairman of the Appellation Committee



TRADE MARK

HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 05448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor. the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,

—/’/r;,:c:/\fuf Souverain Cellars Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
Name . Vineyard or Winery
Name - Vineyard or Winery
Name . ' Vineyard or”Winery
Name N Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
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TRADE MARK

HARRY H.WETZEL e P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Faderal
Register of August 19, 1982, :

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor. the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,

_ /s
o ooy 2 T3

/) JJ

Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
Name Vineyard or Winery
Name ~ Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
b(i-i Highway 128
ealdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander V alley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valle y than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that ’;;ze} not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,

Vineyard or Winery {J

ﬁxéz&ﬁ./v /‘(/a ﬁzﬂJL _

Vlut,y\,df'b or Winery

K75 T A

Vineyard or Winery
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Vineyard m: Winery
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Vineyard or Winery
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORN|A 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A"™) and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor. the
Cloverdale area, whlch is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,

Jb@_[:/c
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Vineyard or Wlmbry
Clpniterr z/%//ﬂ// ‘/A%/Zc

/ Vlneyard or Winery
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Vineyard or Winery
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209
September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area. which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation.

Laﬁfum; | A Qoo oirls . / ~’ma} s o
Vineyard or Winery

*‘35);{&% 20 Ml’%—wyz—%

Vineyard or Winery =

£ Soherve Uine~ oyt .
Vineyard or Winery ' )
Cehidooy Oones I VINEWIED, T
Qha FyEld) SToE Ly ey
Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery



TRADE MARK

HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tcbacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A"™) and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
vears and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the

Alexander Valley agppellati
@/u ([‘ /Qlfwﬁ’ / L1k «J/g{,ﬂ‘([

Vineyard or Wi nery

— /”44"“ VW@C f/f/x»u(?

Qe

Name Vineyard or Wf’;pry

Name Vineyard or Winery
Name Vineya ard or Winery
Name N Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohal, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D,C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Ast area nor. the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation.
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A"™) and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally., Neither the Asti area nor. the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
cons Jﬂereri pcr“ of Meﬁander Vd_Jey, and we urge that they not be included in the

<c VoW ) \’L’L\'] Q1.

Vineyard m Winery

? ra..(;ﬂoma Q//ol,{ .

Vm y:”zrd or Wlnery

mﬁu‘l{ﬁwl /if{m S
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Name N Vineyard or Winery
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 ® 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209
September 21, 1982
The Appdldtn on Committee
8644 Highway 128

Healdsburg, C,A 05448

Director
Bureau of Alcohal, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Vmiev, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to aupLch t.hL Alexander Vall ey az}pe}mmon as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Grou p A") and recorded in the Pederal
Register of August 19, 1982.

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valle y as it has existed for nearly 100
year and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor. the
Cloverdale area, which is jarthu from Alexander Valley than Agsti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that the ey not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,
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TRADE MARK

HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175
707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

Washington, D.C. 20226
Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A"™) and recorded in the Federal

Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the

Alexander Valley appellation.
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P, 0. BOX 175 e 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally., Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation.
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 @ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Val’ley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the

Alexgnhder Valley appellation.
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the

Alexander Valley a 1lation. “
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HARRY H.WETZEL e P. 0. BOX 175 @ 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C, 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellation as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally, Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,
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HARRY H.WETZEL @ P. 0. BOX 175 ® 8644 HIGHWAY 128 ¢ HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448-0175

707-433-7209

September 21, 1982

The Appellation Committee
8644 Highway 128
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director:

We, the undersigned Vineyard and Winery owners of Alexander Valley, hereby urge the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the Alexander Valley appellaticn as
submitted by the Appellation Committee ("Group A") and recorded in the Federal
Register of August 19, 1982,

That proposal reflects the definition of Alexander Valley as it has existed for nearly 100
years and as recognized locally and nationally. Neither the Asti area nor the
Cloverdale area, which is farther from Alexander Valley than Asti, has ever been
considered part of Alexander Valley, and we urge that they not be included in the
Alexander Valley appellation,

Simi Winery, Inc./Maacama Vineyards
Vineyard or Winery :

Simi Winery, Inc./Maacama Vineyards
Vineyard or Winery

Simi Winery, Inc./Maacama Vineyards
Vineyard or Winery

Simi Winery, Inc./Maacama Vineyards
Vineyard or Winery

Name N Vineyard or Winery

Name Vineyard or Winery
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POST OFFICE BOX 1195
HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 85448

October 12, 1982

BATF

Mr. Robert Dickerson
1200 Penn Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20226

Re: Alexander Valley Appellation

Dear Mr. Dickerson:

It has been brought to our attention that applications
have been filed for an Alexander Valley Appellation by two
groups. I represent the Alexander Valley Association, a
property owners' association that has been in existence for
sixteen years. Our association is made up of 136 landowners
in the Alexander Valley. We strongly recommend that the areas
north of Alexander Valley, i.e. Asti and Cloverdale, not be
included in the Alexander Valley Appellation. We endorse the
Alexander Valley Appellation as submitted by Group A (Appellation
Committee) and recorded in the Federal Register of August 19, 1982.
Alexander Valley both historically and politically has
never included the Asti and Cloverdale areas as part of the
Valley. Alexander Valley ends just north of Geyserville where
the hills on either side of the river pinch down and form a
natural barrier between the two areas. Because of this barrier
both the fog and cooling ocean breezes are stopped, and the
Asti and Cloverdale areas are much warmer than the area to the
south. The difference in climate makes the wines coming from
the two areas quite different. A Chardonnay from the southern
area will be quite different than a Chardonnay from the Cloverdale
area. The same will follow for other varietal wines as well.
Grapes delivered to local wineries from the Asti and
Cloverdale areas are not considered to be from Alexander Valley,

L



Page two

but are designated as the Cloverdale area. For a number of
years I bought grapes for Souverain Winery. We always
designated the area to the south as Alexander Valley and the
area to the north as Cloverdale or Sonoma County.

The Alexander Valley Association has never included
the Asti or Cloverdale areas as part of the area under their
jurisdiction. The Association works very closely with the
Sonoma County Planning Department as well as other agencies
of county government. At both the local and county level
the Cloverdale and Asti areas are not considered to be a
part of Alexander Valley.

The Alexander Valley Association and its 136 members
strongly recommend that you adopt the Alexander Valley
Appellation as proposed by Group A.

Very truly yours,

Dale R. Goode
President .
Alexander Valley Association

DRG:1d
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SIMI WINERY

P.O. Box &-glgHEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA 95448 (707) 433-6981
October 8, 1982

MicHAEL G. DACRES DixoN
PRESIDENT

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In connection with the Petition from the Alexander Valley Vineyard and
Winery Owners I would like to add a separate statement in support of the "Group
A Proposal" for the Alexander Valley Viticultural Area.

In general, I concur with the Appellation Committee's statement that for
nearly 100 years the present boundaries of the Alexander Valley Appellation
District have been unchanged--the northernmost boundary line being the northern
line of Township 10 North. To change the Appellation boundaries to include prop-
erties north of the present boundary--never before associated with the Alexander
Valley Appellation--would have serious affect upon production and marketing by
the present vineyard and winery owners in the Alexander Valley Appellation
District. I strongly oppose the addition of these lands referred to in the "Group
B Proposal".

Specifically, I take exception to correspondence on file in your office, stat-
ing that by adding Simi Winery's base location on Healdsburg Avenue to the
"Group A Proposal" the watershed principal would be violated. Simi Winery not
only owns vineyards in the Alexander Valley (Maacama Vineyards); but, with
BATF approval, has been using the Alexander Valley Appellation on its label for
over 10 years by reason of its contracting for Alexander Valley grapes. No grapes
are grown at our base location thus eliminating any violation of watershed principal.

To exclude Simi Winery from participation in the Alexander Valley Appellation
District, and to include areas to the North--never before associated with the Alex-
ander Valley Appellation; to the undersigned, seems most inequitable. I, therefore,
strongly urge your favorable consideration of the "Group A Proposal".

Sincerely,

. Dacres Dixon
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AN HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE GEOGRAPHIC RELATIONSHIP OF
ALEXANDER VALLEY, SONOMA COUNTY, TO THE TOWN OF
CLOVERDALE, SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

By William F. Heintz October 1982

PART ONE

Historical Background to Alexander Valley

Flowing through approximately the center of northern Sonoma
County; California, is to be found the Russian River. It enters
just north of the town of Cloverdale and meanders erratically
southward, then eastward, and finally near the town of Healdsburg,
takes a sharp turn toward the west and finally empties into the
Pacific Ocean.

At several places along the river in northern Sonoma County,
the hills crowd in close to the river leaving but a narrow strip
of land for it to flow through on the way to the ocean. This is
very apparent, for example, just south of the town of Cloverdale
and near the Italian Swiss Colony winery at Asti. This accounts
for the fact that there is really no readily identifiable "Russian
River Valley" per se, but a whole series of small loosely connected

valleys.

office & Historic Wine Bottle Archive, 589 First St. West, Sonoma, Ca.



At other spots along the Russian River, the hills are located
at some distance back from the river, giving what in more common
parlance, would be a river valley. At one of these places a man
named Cyrus Alexander settled in the mid-1840's. This was years
before the Great California Gold Rush of 1849. The only town then,
in what would become "Sonoma County," was some sixty or seventy
miles to the south and was named "Sonoma." At some point in time
after Alexander built his home, new neighbors began referring to
the area as "Alexander's Valley," shortly becoming simply "Alexander
Valley." The first Sonoma County atlas, published in 1877 by
Thos. H. Thompson & Co., defined the valley this way:

"Alexander valley, east of Healdsburg, is one of the
most fertile and beautiful of the valleys of Sonoma county.

It borders on the great bend made by the Russian River before

turning toward the sea. The land on the river, like all its

bottom-land, is of unsurpassed fertility. The valley is
settled by an intelligent and cultivated class of farmers,
and takes its name from the first settler, Cyrus Alexander,
who, in 1845, was superintendent of the Sotoyomi grant, and
acquired title to the valley which now bears his name--once

a portion of the grant. This valley is a part of the great

Russian River valley, an arm of it extending to the eastward"
(page 13. Underlining added).

The 1880 published History of Sonoma County (Alley, Bowen &

Co.), adds this observation about Alexander Valley and the township
in which it is located:

"The earliest white settler in Mendocino township was
Cyrus Alexander. As has been shown in our history of Russian
River township, his agreement with Captain Fitch had lapsed
from time, and he took up his residence on that part of the
Sotoyome grant lying on the east side of the Russian river,
including the land from the river's channel to the boundary
line of the said grant, comprising the fertile valley which
has since borne his name, situated along the foot-hills,
north and east, far enough to include two Spanish leagues”
(page 212).



As the maps taken from the 1877 Thompson Atlas show (see
next page), Alexander Valley, which constituted the two Spanish
leagues given to Cyrus Alexander, did not cross the Russian
River to the west or south and did not quite reach to the pres-
ent town of Geyserville. (All of this changed beginning about
thé turn of the century: 1890-1910.)

Alexander Valley as a geographic region is older than the
county of Sonoma, which was formally created shortly after
statehood was granted to California in September 1850. The many
stories about Cyrus Alexander and his early life in what soon
would become northern Sonoma County, are a rich and integral
part of the county's history.

While towns sprang up all over Sonoma County after the gold
rush and particularly by 1860, Alexander Valley remained somewhat
isolated in this regard. Healdsburg was the closest town to the
south, just over the southern hills. Geyserville, much smaller,
was struggling into existence at the north tip of the valley.

The first store in the valley did not come into existence until

1869, All news about such events, including the opening of the

store, were carried in local newspapers under the heading "Alexan-

der Valley," as if that were a town in its own right. (See

especially the Russian River Flag newspaper, Healdsburg, Ca.,

August 5, 1869. Xerox copy on page 6.)
Because there was no clearly identifiable town in the wvalley
for many years, Alexander Valley has been given by newspapers,

books and magazines from historical times to the present, a
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" Aexander \nllﬁc{.

Arrxaxper Varey. July 26th.
T wish to write a fow liues 1o your®
,spicy paper to let your renders know
“that there is such a place as Alexan-
der Valler.®s [ very scldom see it
"spoken of in the Fraa.

Marvesting i3 sbout over. Grain i3}
very good in this Valley, this year, al- |
though there is sume rust. Fruit is:
plenty. as usual. 1 had the pleasure, a x
few days ago. of going through Mr..
* Chas. Alexander's orchard. which is’
“the largest in the Valley, if not in this
i County. e has nearly every variety

of fruit.  11is trees aro very heavily
Jouded with Troit, and Ureaking down
with their burdens, as alsoM« the cnse

in many other vrehards in this Valleys
Mr, AR Saider bas a manmpth sheep.s
1 Cotswo'd buck, which is one of the
largest and finest in the State. ltwas’
imrurtad from Canada .
This Valley has but one store.
which 1z kept by Mr. Wentvorth, who
15 doinz a very good bu i .\Ir.!
John Fercuson and Mr. ues Wind-
sor have vaeh tuilt a honse this sea-
son.  Mr. Nurtheut has sehd Lis raneh
and govs Lo Texas soon. My Cyrus

ek

Aleaand-r, e whom the valley Te-
ceives its rar e isinvery fooble hewith,
He burcd - oldest son on v dnth:

4 Vo Boan o brevanteen, Wi diva

A st There  are two
Cohots i thaalioy al preoenbonte
ke dov e gt o the vl Ly

Jo i uee, o Tan Fren

by AL
cisto, amd tho other da hecvuier
tagght By Miss Kate  Wertz of
Healdabure, Both schouls e well
attended. W have preacinng i the
central sehnt honse every fuur woeeks.
by Ttes. J. 1L Miller, of Tealdsburg.
T Phere is a paper calied the Bessias
River Frao which mukes its weekiy
visits to_our commuuity. 1t is verv:
hizhiy prized by all” You would think
w0 if you suw how vager we are for it.
every week.  We ight part with !
some of var best hurses, butwe cannot -
{

cive up the P 4.

——— e e e

‘¢ 3snbny

¢ obed ‘6987
*es ‘bHangspresy ‘Deldg JoaTy ueTssny



separate and distinct identity. This is a rather unusual cir-
cumstance, but it provides for a much clearer recognition on
the part of the general public.

For example, back in January 1885, the state's leading

viticultural newspaper, The San Francisco Merchant, decided to

publish a lengthy account of grape growing and wine making in
Sonoma County. The story was published in two parts, the first
on January 16, 1885, carried this headline:

"IN SONOMA COUNTY. Healdsburg and Alexander Valley.
A Winery Wanted--Abundance of the Zinfandel."

The story which followed covered almost the entire first
page of the viticultural newspaper?ﬂgbints out among other things,
that the market for Alexander Valley grapes was at Healdsburg and
Geyserville (see xerox copy next pages).

The second portion of this lengthy coverage of the vine in
Sonoma County, was carried in the journal two weeks later, Janu-
ary 30, 1885. "Other" regions of the county's grape industry are

described at some length. The headline reads:

"IN SONOMA COUNTY. Cloverdale, Lytton Springs and
Glen Ellen."

As this story demonstrates, not even nearby Lytton Springs
was then a part of Alexander Valley, nor was Cloverdale and, of
course, Glen Ellen was in the center of Sonoma Valley.

It was not until about 1890 that Alexander Valley began to
lose some of the narrow geographic definition that had been its
birthright, i.e., only the lands granted to Cyrus Alexander in

1845, On June 13, 1891 the Healdsburg Enterprise newspaper

carried a lengthy, front-page story on the residents and
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IN SONOMA COUNTY.

'Hoaldsburg and Alexander Valley.

Ai Winery Wanted — Abundance of the
Zinfandel.

[By a Bpecial Correspoudent of tho S. k. MFERCHANT.]

) AROUND HEALDHBURG.

It would at first sight npperr an cany
matter for your traveling correspondent to
writo you a deseriptive Tetter of the country
around JTealdsburg ity development s
w viticultural loenlity.  Tho neighborhood
howover is growing so fust and developing
g0 rapidly, ng far ns vineyards e con-
cerned, that nnyone nthempling to deal with
tho subjectis liteenlly endbarias de vichesses
This cun be better understood from the fact
that ov r n column of the T addshurg Flag
wit required to enmmernte the vinevirdinis
in tho Healdsburyg district nnd the severad
varioties of grapes grown by them. The
rolling hills and even mountuin sides wre
clothed with o red-yellow (showing  the
presence of oxido of iron) conrme grnvelly
woil, while tho level gronnd in the valleys,
cxcept where covered with sy lown by
the netion of the river, is composed of  the
sune soil which s in the comrso of yeurs
been washod from (he hills. 'Fho ndapt-
ability of tho hill Jund to viticallirs was
demoustrated four years ago by John A
Paxton, tho well known Sunc Franeiseo e
{nlist, who, to benutily tha Judsome vesi-
denceo which he has built ot the west of the
town, cleared off w quuntity of Lill hund,
and, whon tho serub onk and under growth
had bLeen removed, hio was rewarded by
finding n soil hard to be equaled for grpe-
prowing.  Now tho hillx wurronnding his
house form n magnificent vineyrd 62 weres
This acreage in dividod as fol
20, Fontuin-
Dlonu 12, Berger 12, Malvoisic 12, und wix
acres of mixed varicties,  Not fuv frone M.
Paxton’s placo are pevernb sl vineynrds
in which the Zinfandelis hogely inexeenss,
ag in et il is moevery vineywed ine the

in extent,

Jows : Zinfandel Chusselus

[ ~AAn 1 nmian~A

e

to receivo the increased quantity of grapes,
nnd ho i desivons of deawing tho attontion
of wine en to tho fuot, so that ndditions
niay boanado to tho old, and, if necuossary,
a new windry be built.  Blr. Mursball, as
are most other men in this vicinity, is much
ihpressed with the sterling qualities of the
Zinfandel.  With regard to other varictiea
which wers recommended at tho late Viti-
he hopes
gomething throngh the colwng of the MEeg-
cuany, from thoso who havo already had
Thero i8 one

cultwenl Convenlion, to learn

some experienco with them,
thing which Mv, Murshadl has lenrned from
his cxperiments, and that is never to buy
M.

Traitt would liko to know through

cutlings from e frosty neighborhood.
g0 R
your puper which is tha best grapo  (rom
which -to mako grape syrup ond also how
(o prepare tho syrup. No doubt some of
the readers of the Muencuant will bo able
to give tho required information.
TILE ALEXANDER VALLEY. °
This vadley, which liew on tho rond from
Henldsharg to Calistogin, on tho north side
ol tho Russinn River, in all componed ol
pood soil suitable to the eultivation of the
prape, from the lowest point to the top of
the
surronndings is not only fertile but highly
Abont 30 ngo  thiw
villley, ov tho gronter portion of i, was

surrounding mounlning, mod with its

pieturesgne, yeury
decdod tonoman muned Alexander by the
Spanish owners for serviees rendered, and
(he vadley was muned after him, A son-in-
how of Alexander, Willinm Molligan, enlti-
viles the huogest vineynrd in the valley,
379 neven divided  ns follows,
tho  Flay
which was furnished by the Sceretary of
the
1",
Rivsling
13,

Conmny

containing

necording: to the shnlement in

Henldshurg Vitieultaral Ansgocintion,
Mixed 30, Zinfuudel 200,
10, Golden Chasscluy 20, e ger
20, Crabls Burguudy 50,
Peintarvier 4, Madnro 4.
very

vaorcd thut M,

CPerguson

Cluorbono
I'hia vine-
yurd s promining one and at s
Mullign intends (o erect
At (he rate that

viticulture is progressing in this beantifal

wowinery for his own use,

vidley one thing i eertnin that cither the
leger geowers must mako their own wine
or xome enterprisinge wine-moder st huild

wowinery ine the innmedinte vicinity of the

S |

|_vanco of that of St.

There ave nlso a few Rieslings,
Matarp, Crounche, Crabb’s
Trowswonn, Snaviguon  Verte,
Malvolsie, oto,  Wa

hall.
Charbono,
Burgundy,
Goldon  Chassclas,

grow an tho flul hero buenusge it is o vory |

dificrent soil from that of noest baltomn
lands; it jg a gravelly lomwu which hay
graudually formed in thae valley from the
washinga of thoe foothills. It Lns no hard
pan and tho deninuge is thorofore porfect.
Buch of the subsoil of tho Jand in Russinn
Rivor and Dry Creck valleys is tlm'saunn,
but it is overlaid with o doep vieh blnck
sandy loam doposited by the river; wuch
lnnd a8, T considor, unfit for grapy ceunlture.
lieve we innintain that the grapes grown on
tho level, if not superior, to
thowo grown on tho foothills.  "Lhey ripen
very early —an well as thoy ean anywhero,
Our vinlago last yenr was two woeks in ad-

arv cqual,

Fmst year we found our muarket at Healds-

{ burg and Geyservillo, but this yenr that]

will bo impossible, und il soma enterprin-
ing vintner will build o winery in this val-
loy ho would ho  well vooompansad for the
outlny,  Unless somo onoe does thin it will
neeessitate each  viticuljurist erceting o
I don’t want to mmnufuct-
ure wino unless I compelled to do so by

siull winery.

there bheing nobody inthe immedinto neigh-
borhood to buy my grapes.  Lnrgo rainers
like mynell and Mr. Mulligan it woald pay
to but smnll  growors
soll to wecure a profit, I consider

thint best wines nro mnde when the wnwry
Then

tuken and the grapes nro pul iu the press

manulncture, must

myself
18 on tho vineyard,

at w proper maturity und in good vondition,
An it i mow tho wineries tnko on certain
duys Ricslings or Zinfandel, and on that
duy all conditions aud sorts of thut parti-
cular grapo nanied are dumped into the
too ripa olhers not ripe
vavioty of
anpe itin grown on diffurant #oils, nud |
thut
nnd - tuking anto consideration tho dumage

Bome are
Although tho same

press.
cnough.

connidor undor thoso circumstances,

dono by long enrringe, it s impossible

in this way to anko as fine o braud
of wine as whero all tho grapes come off
where  gathered ot

At the aume time thero aro

the wnmo 8ol und
tho vight time

grent drnwhacks to overy vibiculturint being

.%t‘c (’wxx é

N

Helona, Napa valley?|

. Jammrv ]ﬂ ]883

pa drawn to it. The (‘hnn;;a which hnx
pomo over the neighborhood in the last fow
yours fe simply maevelous,  1alle, which
four yoarn nago wore wstudded over witl
stunted onk timber, and worth bat ity
for pasturage, ure now cleared, plant d with
vincs and valued at wmany hundred dolingg
per acro. Towards the north, up the
Cloverdule road. the sume transformntioy
4 gradunlly taking placo.  Tho bhills are
being, ns it were, incoalated with vine.
yoards, and, ag soon as time will allow, the
Mzerciuane shall Lo informed ns to the
growth of vitiouliure in that dircetion.

From tho acrongo of tho difterent vag.
ictica given nbove we have compiled thy
following tablo, which showw the Iy
Gunntity of tho Zinfondel plainted in ex.
cons of nny other vinloty of grape grown
in that district.  Out of G81'{ ncrés the
{Zm!uudul occupies no less than 305, the
uext boing the Riesling with 1024 noro,
It witl bo interesting to noto the proportions
in other loenlition :
Vaactbew -

+ Zantundol

Acreg,

Rhewbog oL
Golden Chingwolas. . ... ...,
Crabl'n Burgundy

Salvoinie

WEBREE: 4 sa v o3 s i vsive
Charbono ... . | cevbes w
lLu-uIM anll;ulu ............
Fulier Yaygos
Mataro ...

Gummy Fomturlor. . ..ooviiiiiaiiin... Sisae G 4
llluulon

Blan Fiba., ..
Carlgnanu .., .. ..




vicinity,  Next an this divection come the
vinuvyards of 1, 1. Faowis, Sobl, Wadters and
8. A. Murshall, all subscribers Lo nnd wann
supportevs of the Mencnant, Lewis' vine-
yurd is 75 weres in extent and is divided
into 20 neres of Zinfandel, 16 of Riesling,
20 of Gulden Chasseluy nnd 20 of Mudvoisic,
Hol. Walters has 5 acres, of which 35 are
Zinfandel and tho remninder Riesling. 8.
A. Marshall, ta whoso courtesy and hospi-
tuliky your corvespondent is uincl indebled
for an apportanity of secing the surround.
iy vingyurds, owos a barge wnd foe vanch,
16 neres of which wre down in grapes, the
majority of which ave Zinfandel, the re-
muinder being Chasselus and gome olher
varictics upon which the enlerprising gen-
tlemun is oxperimenting.  Mre. Murshall
complaing of exeessive lnxation on the pard
of the counly anthorilies, n poliey which
he considers delrimental “to the develop-
ment of the county, as it Lends to prevent
the owners of Tnrge ranches from improving
them as they woakd were the duties of the
Aspossor performred in a more judicious
manaer.  He s ol the vpinion that ia the
neigharhood of Windsor, on both sides of
tho Russinn river, there will be this seuson
1,200 acres of vines in bearing. I isa
question,he thinks, whethor the sccommoda-

tion of the winerios nb Windnop will be ublo

t
vialley, tho eenter ob whitch 14 only sbout 3
mwibes from Lytton Springs Station on the
rilrond from Healdsbaryg  to
The neat biportant vineyard in the valley
is thet of N R Givins, the President of
the
whio extended much honpitadity to the writer.

Cloverdale,

Hoaldsburg Viticultaed  Associntion,
Fhin gentlowan, who i3 one of the most
puinstaking vitiewltarists in the county, has
al present 61 neres in grapes bat is mnking
active prepaentions to inerease his vineyard
He b vow in Zinfandel 17 neros,
Mudvaoisic 6, Bergger 300 Matiro 34, Mis

g

bl 1

HUCR,

sion 3, Rieshing

Charbone 21,

Golden Chanselnn 24,
Curignane I, Crabib's Bur
pgandy {lq, Sauvignon Verto L, aud Prous
With all tho variction mentioned
Lie is making cuveful experiments, the re-

Ko 2,

sults of which when completed will, it is
Ioped, be dnid by Mr. tiiving before your
renders,
AN INTERVIEW,

Upon Leing interviewed by your corres-
pondent he suid @

T consider the fulure of Alexander valley
Some HO0
acres all about twe yenrs old wre now niad-

is decidedly in vino  culture.

wing in the vidley and will bear very con-
siderably (his year. There is alinost every
varicly in the vallay, but the principal is

Zinlwnded; of which thero wro moyo than

i 30, LR, PR

-

RN MWW AL s S h 7 WP B AR IWESWE D, WYY

hiw own viuwner,  Chiof among thow are a
waunt of kuowledge of the process of wine-
muking and the expense of the propor
phant. Pherefore, I beliove that any
vinluer who puts up a winery in this valley
will be well putronized and mako woney.

ON TUE WIVER BANK,
To return to the town of Healdsburg just

w nile outside (o the sonthenst, nnd situntoed
on the east bank of the river, is tho fine
properly of 4. N. Buithacho kuown as the
Sotoyome Vineysrd avwd Ovelined, of about
Of this
nevenpo 66 s i vines an follows: Ziufaudel,
145 Rieslmg, 255 Golden Chasselas, 12
Buvger, b; Malvoisie, 3; Peher Zngos 6 and
tHawn Kiba, 1. nre now three
years old, The Zinfundels last year bure two
tons to the acro which sold for $30 por ton,
This year's yield will, with o good seanon,
be very large, as the vines are in nomaost

HOW neven of extremely vieh soil,

‘These viaes

healthy eondition. Vhere ave also, hesides
weazing awd wheat fand, n magnificent or-
chard of 1% neres, the (reey being of the
best variction fully matorved, nud 1L aeres
in hiops  Considering ity closeneny to the
town of Hesbdsburg, o move vadundde or
compnet property ennnol well bo nmagined.

Euongh hns been said Lo show the growth
and prospertty of the Healdsbury districd,

ond 4 i vight that” public altontion shvult

v rtRMEer L v 4l e 4 s
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IN SONOMA COUNTY.

Cloverdale, - Lytton Springs and

Glen Ellen.

valusble Information and Experiments—Opin-
ions on Resistant Vines,

1By 3 Spevial Correspondent of the 8. F. MrRrcHANT.)

Soon after dispatching miy Jast letter to
tha MEercraxt, I started for Cloverdale;
owing to the heavy rains the roads were
very wnddy, and hardly any work had
been done in the vineyards. Where plow-
jug wes attempted the horses had as much
as they could do, and it is doubtful if mnch
was guined by not giving the ‘g0l time to
dry out. A number of new vineyards, the
prineipal grape being Zinfandel, were pass-
¢d on the outskirts of Healdsburg, all look-
ing healthy and well, in fact, pbylloxera is
hilieved not yet to have reached this neigh-
Yorhood. P. J. Ferguson, the Secretary of
the Healdsburg Viticultural Association,
whose vineyard abuts on the Cloverdale
road, hes, however, been recently rcnioviug
some old Mission vines, which have, he
says, the appearance of suffering from the
sttacks of the phylloxera. In spite of
careful examination with & strong agnify-
ing glass he .failed to find *any of the in-
sects. He has promised to send & root
down to the MercmaxT office that further
investigations may be made. A few miles
on the road extensive clearings on the Lyt-
ton Springs Tract attract attention. This
is the vineyard of P. and G. Simi, who
have an extensive winery in Healdsburg
and cellars in San Francisco. This tract is
128 acres in extent, 45 of which were plant-
ed lgst year in vines, principally Zinfandel,
with rome Riesling and a fcw acres of
mixed varieties. The remainder will be
1aid down this year, if possible, principally
in Zinfandel. Mr. Simi, when =asked
whether he considered the capacity of the
wineries at ‘Healdsburg equal to the much
incieised crop of the cowming vintage, re-
plied that the wineries were quite equal to
the calls that had been hitherto made upon
them, but he was not prepared to say
whether or no they could handle the in-

crease expected next season.  When asked

From here on to -Cloverdale a very fine

if he thonght it would not be a good plan ! eountry is passed through in which a num-
to erect & winery in Alexander Valley, he l ber of vineyurds are being luid out. Among

said-that no one would do 1t because the
grape raisers of that valley would expwct
the same prices for their grapes as if they
hanlcd them to Healdsburg. He thought
that 2 man who went to the expense of

erecting 8 winery there should have an
§

allowauee of so much a ton, or it wonld
not be worth while to bnild, as there wounld
Lo the expense of building, and as mneb, if
not more, expense in shipping the wine to

_this city.

T’ast Lytton Sp fings with its excellently
managed college and scholmly Professor,
the traviller comes to some healthy-look-
ing vineyards belonging to Mr. Long and his
sous, and several others which your cor-
respondent was unsble to visit owinrg to the
Boutiv’s Heart's Desire Nursery,
where there is a very fine show of young
fruit trees, was also passed and in a few
miles the Italian-Swiss Colony was reached.
This is a very fine tract of 1500 acres, most
of it of fine deep rich land. The Colony
was incorporated in 1881, and bas a station
on the railroad called Asti. The officers
for the present year are: President, AL J.
Fontana ; Viee-President, J. H. Garrett;
Trcasurer, Henry Casanovaj Sceretary, A.
Sbarboro: and Superintendent, G. Muchi.
Already 400 acreshavebeen planted in vines;
25 of which berelast year,and this year some
200 more will be added to the vineyard;
250 acres have been sown in grain and
some 50 acres of very rich bottem Jaud are
Lemng planted in fruit trees. The Colony
is flourishing and about 25 Inburers are re-
gularly cmployed. The varicty planted is
principally Zinfundel, and the courteous
Secrotary states that no resistant stocks
have been planted yet, as it is hoped the
day is far distant when they will become
necessary. The mavagement,jLowever, are
watching developments in this line, and
are ready to take advantage of all that may
be learnt in thet direction. He informed
the wriler thut one of the strongest nrgu-
ments in favor of the doctrine that the in-
troduclion of light wincs as on article of
diet wonld be conduncive of tempcerance was
the fact that tlie 60 or 70 Inborers who had
ben employed on the ranch, altbongh they
had wine for breakfast, dmner and supper,
and in hot days in the ficld, had never
been intemperate, in fact that no case of
drovkenness had occurred there,

rain.

these is the French Colony, of which A. de
Hay, your subscriber, is au active member.
While at Healdsburg, your correspondent
visited J. C. Heald, the President of the
Cloverdale Viticultural - Society. That
nglﬂr'nﬂll is most enerﬂ»hc in the mterrsts
of grape growing, and has a nicc Place
about 7 mil s no: th of the town.
by the Cloverdale country for grape grow-

He swears

ing, the grapes ripening well there, being
of u good color, and some two weeks earlier
than at St. Helena. He pointed out a
quantity ot poor gravelly land o the fint,
pot worth, he said, £15 an acre for gencral
farming purposes, on which Zinfandel and
other grapes were growing very thriftily.
This 1ay be a hint to some of your readers
to give poor land a chance with vines,
where the soil is of & proper character.
Mr. Heald luughs at the common idea that
the phylloxera will not attack vines on rich
soil, and that it is the effcet of poor soil
He believes that
vines in rich soil, properly pruned and
cultivated, may resist the enemy longer,
but fears that they will fall & prey at last.
For this renson he is paying much atten-
tion to the so-called resistant varieties and
hopes the Mencnaxt will devote as much
of its space ns possible to the results of
experiments tri.d with the different var-
icties.

and improper proning.

GLEN ELLEXN.

The wcather having cleared somewhat,
your correspondent drove to Glen Ellen,
through Healdsburg, Windsor end Santa
Rosa, viewing way promising vineyards en
route. That of T. L. Harris is splendidly
sitnated dnd arranged, a few miles north of
Sant: Rosa, and will 2t some future time
be described in your columus. It would be
impossible to enumerate all the vineyards
on the road, so that ouly a few particularly
noticed will be dwelt npon. Mrs. E. A
Hood's place, on the Los Guilocos ranch,
has 240 acves, of which 90 acres are in
vines which next season will be increased
to 150. The yprincipal vareties nre Mis-
sion, Zinfandel and Riesling, and the form-
er are‘being gr:ifted as quickly as possible
with jmproved vines. Mrs. Hood has a
splendid wine.cellar. under the manage-
ment of & veteran vintner, A. Drioton, who,
with the grapes ot his conmmand, hus pro-
duced some excellent wines, White wine

is the favorite here being two-thirds of
quantity 1fade, and Mrs. Hood is

proud possessor of a Llended Riesling
hard to beet—a wine which will holt
‘own for flavor, roundness 2nd- bouc
with any other in the valley. Zinfand
not forgotten and the wine buyers’ «
fault with Mrs. Hood’s wine is that
longer in matming. Thisis really a e
lﬂun nt, and one can quote frouf G
smith: 3 ‘-_

“Eleni its aj n;,ﬂ: lcaned on virtue's side. ™
For every one knows that the wine wi
matures slowly is always sup:Tior to
which matuyes quickly. On another:
tion of the Los Guilucos rauch Mes
Gutbrie & McCartney are hard at word
240 neres.  Ninety acres are alreudy vl
€d as follows : -Zinfandel, 20; Mulbee,
Trousscan, 5; Frank Riesling, 15; Saw
non Vert, 10; “Gatedel, 15; Crabl’s B
Burgundy, 5; Chanche Noir, 5. Bes
the abave, these enterprising gentle
Lave imported 3000 vines irom Fra
among which are: DBurgundy —1
Noir Fin, Pino Ncir Gross, Pino Bl
Mondeuse, Cewsar. Berdezux — Cuber
Sauviguon, Merlot, Sauvignon Blane,
Semillon Blunc. Close by Jumes A, §
has 600 acres, 125 in vines divided as
lows: Gutedel, 12; Franken Riesling
Zin{zndel, 20; Chauche Gris, 14; Sauvig
Verte, 5; Crabl’ 8 Black Burgundy, 5;Be
15; Maulvoisie, 5; and Mission 7; the
mainder being in mixed varietics. -
Shaw has a fiue cellar in which the red
white wines contend for the palm in
cellence. He has also Luilt a fine cis
to supply his house and garden with w
A fall of 100 feet gives ruflicient foree
when desired the water can be luid o
auy part of the vineyard below the cist
Mr. ~_ShLm'—:i:wcm's by the ridge npon w
Lis .own, Weisds, Watson’s, Nau's
Drummond’s vincyards are locatcd.
believes it to be unrivalled in the val
and, judging from its productiors, b
right™ C. Weise, on the Bill above She
place, bas about 20 acres in Gutedd, |
ger and Ziufandel and is justly proa
the Gutedel wine he bhas male ihis §
Laurcnce Watson, near Weise’s, has
acres of vineyard which he is huprovimg
grafting new yarieties. © Next along
road comes the vineyard of J. H. in
mond who, for the time b2 has been
gaged in viticnlture, Las done as und

grape-growing as apy cthor man in
‘e 4

- o u 1

4
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businesses and farmers of Geyserville. As the reporter rode his
horse out of Geyserville, he stopped at the Cottle & Smith ranch,
then C. R. Patteson. At length he reached "A. Goodman" whom he
identified as a "newcomer in the Alexander Valley, but he is a
progressive man, and we are glad to welcome him among us." The
story continues on describing several more farms. This is one
of the earliest newspaper stories which makes no clear distinc-
tion between the ranches or farms of Alexander Valley and those
of Geyserville or the town of Geyserville. Whether this was
journalistic license or not is not discernible but it is known

that no letters were carried in the Enterprise subsequently

complaining that the writer did not know his geography.
One reason for the fading boundary line of Alexander Valley
on the north, has to do with a home for the valley's grapes.

The Enterprise of November 7, 1891 observed:

"Up at Geyserville things have been livelier in the
grape business than in any other part of northern Sonoma.
The distillery [Waldens], Must Condenser, Italian Swiss
Colony, Meyers, Feldmeyer & Stammer's and others have
been largely run. These institutions have used all the
grapes grown in Alexander Valley and a large quantity
from Dry Creek."

The fading boundary line was also apparent in a study of
the phylloxera vine disease undertaken and published in 1893 by
the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners of California.
Each vineyardist was interviewed for the extent of disease
damage. One entry reads:

"Fay, John H. Geyserville.--Total 18 acres; in wine
grapes; in bearing 15 acres; gravelly; low lying; exposure,

protected by hills, crop, 75 tons. Mr. Fay's place is
opposite Geyserville, in Alexander Valley."
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The o0ld geographic definition of Alexander Valley was much
more dramatically altered in August 1903 when the United States
Postal Service began the first rural free delivery to valley
farmers. The route which began in Geyserville, and then traveled
along what is now State Highway 128, covered the entire length
of Alexander Valley, serving more than 100 local residents.

In the September 1, 1906 Enterprise, the newspaper discussed

the coming hops crop with this headline: "Hops Will be Good
Yield and Prices Will Range High. A Visit to Three Alexander
Valley Yards." A sub-headline reads: "The Hall, Flournoy and

McCutchan Yards Show Good Yields of Large Hops." These three

ranches were all across the Russian River from the lands of Cyrus

Alexander, to the south or southwest.

In a Special Edition of the Santad Rosa Press Democrat, dated

January 28, 1912, E. B. Ware of Healdsburg described "Alexander
Valley" (the actual headline) in these words:

"Mr., Fitch proposed to pay Mr. Alexander in land
and offered him all that portion of the Rancho Sotoyome
lying east of the Russian river and north of Maacama
creek, containing about two leagues more or less. The
tract extended up the river nearly to Geyserville. It
is said Mr. Alexander reluctantly accepted the offer"
(underlining added).

Again, the valley's northern boundary was placed at or very
near to Geyserville.

There is another reason Geyserville became so inextricably
a part of Alexander Valley by 1920. The main highway through
the valley began (or ended) at Geyserville. Most traveling out
of the county then was by train and valley residents drove to

Geyserville where they could catch the train to San Francisco
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and all points beyond. Over this highway were carried most of
Alexander Valley's grapes to the large wineries located in or
near Geyserville. (The first wineries built on the lands which
belonged to Cyrus Alexander did not come until 1895. Geyser-

ville had its first winery by 1880.)

PART TWO

Cloverdale and Alexander Valley

Although the boundaries of Alexander Valley have varied
considerably over the years, they have never included the town
or immediate vicinity.
of Cloverdale This can be demonstrated best by an examination

of historical literature relative to the history of the town.

As a matter of fact, there appears to be not one newspaper story,

magazine article, reference in a book, etc., from the 1850's to

the early 1970's, which places the town of Cloverdale in Alexander

. Valley. 1In all the thousands of newspaper columns published under
the name "Alexander Valley" not one makes any reference to Clover-—
dale being in the wvalley or carries any reference to Cloverdale

citizens (see xerox examples on following pages).



IN ALEFYANDEK YALLEY,
» Tn eompany with Poeter Gahbi, nn Ex-
Trarnisg reporter drove through Alex-
ander Valley nnd the Geyserville distiict,
“1ast Wednesday. At this seuson the trip
is u most delightful one, for the country
looks its best, and its best is something
decidedly charming.  Indeed, ye scribie
found little or pothing to comment ad-
versely on save that portion of the main
road lying on the Healdsburg side of the
Alexander Valley bridge. This stretch
of rondway, however, is in truly terrible
“condition, and he must in sooth be some-
what of an acrobut who can hold lins seat
in even the most springy vehicle while
traversing this budly cut-up thorough-
fure.
The hum of the reaper greeted the ear
on this side und on that ax the currisge
rolled merrily along, und the shocks of
‘pew mown hay rising here and there
tubove the golden stubble told tales of
prosperity altogether pleasing to cye and
heart.,

On the down-trip ve travelers visited
the thrifty-looking farms of Suriver, Pat-
teson, Fergnson, Givens, Mualligan, Sind,
Franks, and others, and at vvery obe ot
them found the farniers bopetul of the
times. John N. Fergison was discovered
hard at work with a foree of men culti
vating the finest pateh of varn in the
Vulley. The ticld presented nTheautitul

appearance, and its ({wner found time to
‘ ive the reporter a few valuabie Lints ns
to the werits und meeds of Alexunder
Vulley. { 4

At the Soda Rock Sinuse the travelers
were given royul wéleome,  Host Col-
lins was in Healdsburg, but his worthy
wife very agreeably cutertaiped the wan-
derers, amd when, in firiving away, they
cnught 8 last glimpse of “the pleusant
wayside resort they felt thay they must
ever think kindly of the Soda Rock and
its Lospitable hostess, ;

The vineyurds of the Vallpy look well,
and*the grupe crop promised to be enor-

of the grape-growers is bbund to be
urere. .

i' Daring the hdmeward trig the furm Hf
PV .?’. Warren was visited, 8ind there an
| excdtlent dinner was servedgy e seribe and

clhugming daughter.

Turher was found at work b;nihling s fine
fruif dryer. Mr. Brown js dving the
brick-work, and Mat Regbe hus "the

plupbing in charge. ThE dryer will

.will% enable Mr. Turper t puck and

2

seree, and hag cvery confidenco in the
frn??imiustry. s : .
Chttle & Smith's frui -g” m was tie
next place visited, nnd thered the callers
foudd eyefything booming.p The propri-

 hanfile the scason's crop. They have
§ soldinll of theiv peaches, b‘q‘t will puck
thef own plums an i prupesy The trees
W . . - 1

1o their orebard dish not suifyr badly tlas
kyefn‘} cnly a few being killz%.

moue. - Should prices be fuig the income .

his §0m;mnion.hy AMrs. Wugbuu spd: her

<A} Mrs. Powell’s vuluaWje estate Al

Linvé a cupucity of two tons der day, and |

handlc his own fruit. Ie working ;-n :
profmising  young orchard Hof cightegn

etord were hard at work yrepuring to

14
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ALEXANDER VALLEY.

A Productive District, Tributary
to Healdsburg.

JLENXANDER Valley iz a most pro-

ductive distriect, comprised of
)
= — aboutten thousand acresof fertile

land and lies about five miles northeast

of Healdsburg. It was once held almost

entirely by the Alexanders, hence the|

name,

The valley may be said to be twenty
miles long, although it is scearcely that
dixtance from end to end, and will aver-
age amile inewidth.  Almost through its
entire length flows the Russian River,

I

waterig its soil, and making it fertile.

At the present time wheat growing,
and the raising of corn is the principal
pursuit of the inhabitants, although
grape growing and hurticu]tnre are re-
celving considerable attention.  Some of '
the finest farms in the county are found
here and the people are progressive and
energetic. Two good publie schools are |
located in the valley, and at Roda Rocek,
1s a postoflice, with genial Mr. Collins
as postmaster.
 Smith & Cottle’s fine fruit farm is lo-
cated at almost the northern end of the
valley, and probably “these two men are
among our most succeszful fruit growers.
About ten years ago, they located where
they now live, and planted an orchard,
despi_to the fact that they were discour-
~aged by their neighbors. They went
i right on, and to-day have one of the best
paying farms in the county. They are
and

Thelr orchard consists of

industriong and  energetie, have
many friends.
forty-five acres planted to the choicest
varieties of fruits, and a fine fruit dryer
is on the place. Theze gentlemen thor-
oughly understand the fruit business, and’
“their products

always command the

highest-figures.

Healdsburg Enterprise Oct 24,1891 page 3

15

N, Lo Osborn owns two tne farms in

the lower end of the valley, and ig a live
pushing man. He has the finest vine
vard in northern Sonoma county, and
his grapes always command ready sale,
Mr.

delight in fine

at prices above market values,
Oshorn takes especial
horses, and owns a good stallion Franklin
Didwell,

The only trouble with Alexander val-
ley is this.  The holdings are too large.
When the large farms are subdivided,

and cut into small holdings, times will

be better, and this district w%ll be one of
the best in the State, THhe spil is fertile,
and fifteen acres well worked, will make
a comfortable living for a family.
Alexander Valley needs a I:n;Tge winery.

Immense quantities of the ﬁm,tst of grupes

are produced here annually, gnd it is ex-

pensive and injurious to the grapes to

haul them so far to market.

—— e

*Note-second paragraph

v...the valley is said to
be about twenty miles long



v tlxa}ix;ﬁ’:agy:zo,jhis vr;lle);]was set- | Icﬁg, varying from one-half mile to t;vo
- s us Alexander, he kmvingj miles wide, and embra

. ‘ ¥ ces a hody of |

: /‘ obtained .a body of land three leazues'!peculiarly fitted for the produ}c'toionmo(:

| 1‘_:;::?::&?:&1 hoIgler :f about half of[ A local store and post office is situated
Py i now known 'as Sonoma ‘county, ' near the ¢ { i
';"Mhr.hl';nc_h r‘ecsiving the land direct from | ducted b;ei]f:‘t:;glpti;?izzlley, PRl

5 :hz Sxmn v(aoyern_m‘e.n't. 'Tl;at wag in| At the upper end are the extensiv

o ol ae' ays when‘the rising sun, glanc-I holdings of John Markley, Smit} :
‘;lng‘hxther m'ld L_,hlther, caught Nature in|tle and Joseph Metzger,' ':{llll”o; tICOt'
kfard swaddling c}othes.' Ga'.me of all, are engaged in froit raising and dr ;zm

indg roamed the woods at will, and the! Toward the eastern border of th e
v wily panther lay in wait At some nioun- | ley is located a large Wifrlec; pirt

“tiam éPrlng to cat(fh the xlnsuspecting$'by.h[r. Chase, of San Franc{svcgw::;(jl

eer. .The groat iribe of the Cochuyens| widely known as Staggs’ Lea ’ Tl
:;,eemw:rk,:o::ecle?;“:f the forest, and | buildings adjoin a vineyard of lﬁz.ncre;a
v ould shoot an'ar a i failis e
; fnzt and straight that it would logiwlili: ﬂgs;\rri!ﬁ!:h 5“1’9“‘“‘181 i
& dragon fly whirli " 3 i '

b mf\e w:n': }};:llrtlgeaur::s a clearing.|  Along the main thoroughfare through
'.', chase were pnn.,;”v "hﬂﬁ\'!:}{xfsu.?i_,ltf:fE f-r:: valley Mr, 8. L. Oshorn hag some
B et xot T : n g whiate line properties, The tirst farm i

- receiv::ii igﬁ;?geﬁrxr;:, at:d cattle raising | junction of the Pine Flat and G:l?attcth:
| B Wsi)te.?t)on. Then | roads and is Mr. Osborn’s home placge
aenl ey e eat on a large Down the road, adjoining the Sodf;
i a e e great tract wns{ Rock Houee, he has'a farm of 118 acres
g o g f‘ozm lof orchards | tl?at is all valley land, The property is
it ol nd there, .Th.us highly improved and is a deli h-tf I
4‘be(.3,:e sn:z(ra ual fstage, as the dlstrxcl.scountry home, This farm Mr Ozsbou
sm,a“ g,.ain;rzer:];xl::,it ::{)J;I:t:(ii,f th_(:i ‘]i;,s desirous of disposing of, and.it woul;:;
; ‘ ¢ fruait | be a8 highl i ¥ y
3 t:’d Vl":ffl‘ become the P"ifmipal mdus-!chaser.u Sirﬂ;(’hx::‘ill)::'.I}::irct(iletf ::eux:n.h
ooy boes e e e | B 0 ot s Lo
) ) peach, the | Pine Vi i i
_prune and the grape are always in evi-!com pri\sz:x:?;’:ird;\crz:eofetr;nte”ebe:(.m?:rty
grape

' 8 of whic

- land in N“‘Ol n 87 acre

(lell(!e and their flUltLhe Chlel d@ﬂldl“,lu , C 1a, f ich is
tum now Dl&nted to the best varielies Of wine

. The valley proper is about seven miles | grapes. The yield from this vineyard

in length- from Mr. Henry' Fitch, who|fruit, grapes, hops and swmall grains."
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ALEXANDER VALLEY.

It is a cold fact to ;wl\o makes & fine quaiity{:ﬂc;'fvbmt,er. and
ne Vinevard will has a ready sale for & large’ quantity as

is truely phenomenal.

aesert that the Lone Pi
one vear with another, 10 per cent 'well. e
interest, net, on the purchuse price. | Great possibilities lie“witbin and
' ler Valley.
Tlhe Soda Rock House, under the about Alexander Valley 1"' days to
, 5 . ome, when the larger holdings shall
management of Mr. Walter Goodrich, Sy o !
. k s : [become subdivided, its  sentinel hills
is situated about nine miles from | ; £
4 - lwill bloom, with . serrio-tropic trees,
Healdshurg and is a good country| :
: lwhere now the oak and manzanita hold
hostelry., The daily stage from Healdsw .
. . leternal sway; the timbered slopee that
burg to Culistoga passes the door. R .
, lwird it about will blogsom as the rose, .
At the southern end of the valley 11685where now the grey equirrel and the.-
iry farm of Mr. Kayser jquail hold continual holiday.

pay,

the large da

e

Alexander Valley Directory,

HASE, W. B.—PROP. STAGGS' LEAP) from Healdsburg. -
/ Winery, Cellars in Alexander Valley, B - :

nilles from Healdsburg. } PATRICK, JAR—~DEALER IN GROCER-
S— fes, provisions, flour and feed. Orders

- e . | ware, 3 ».. o

(GOODRICH,  WALTER — PROP. S0DA | o R e i v

X Rock House. Central Alexander Valley., s
B ,

e ot bl et o b i i

WiLsox. e H.—BLACKAMITH, HORSE- -
shoeing and general repairing. Shop -°
next to Patrick’s store. Alexander Valley.

SR . ; i
r AYSER, A. H.—PROP, KAYSER'S DAIR‘{.{
Southern end Alexander Valley, 11 miles |

No reference to the town

LA of Cloverdale, even in
the title of the directory

*Note "...the valley is about

91

seven miles long..."
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A FERTILE SECTION
Products of Alexan-
RODEELS OEAEEXAS

DE]

Fine Prune Orchards and Vine-
yards on Every
Hand.

2 LEXANDER: VALLEY, named

from ite drst settler, Cyraos Alex-
“<,  ander, i3 one of the heauty spots
o of fonoma county, located
the east side of the Russian River and
and about six miles east and northeast
Healdsburg in Washington Town-

on

of
ship. .
The valley proper an
comnprise an area of ahout 11,000 acres,
noted for its fertility. Jost the
valley and the middle coast range of
mountaing, which bound it on the east
side are clothed in a carpet of brizhtest
green. A couple of months later Flora
will have decked it with her brightest
jewels—most beautiful  flowers.  The
great spreading ovaks with their droop- .
inyg, trailing tracery of branches, fes-
wiill be-
sweeping the tops of these same lovely.
flowers. Green tields and blooming or-
chiards will add to the variety of the pic-
ture, and present a panorama of moun-;
tain and valley scenerv unrivalled for.
beauty. The valley is always a favorite !
visiting spot, but just at the present:

d adjacent lands

Tow

touned with the new growth,

writing, owing to the long-continuedi
period of rain, the roads are quite heavy.
In the epring
Alexander Vallev is a
All of the fruits found growing in other,
pats of the countv aiso thrive here.
There are fine residences in the
valiey, and 1o the stranger the outleok
iz one of prosperity.  The principal in-
dustry is the caltivation of the grape.’
Thercare several wineries located in the -
—vulley, and tive ourput of wine is—von-
There are about 800 acies in’
fre ors

summer months.
famous driveway. .

aud

many

siderable.

grapes.  Besides prapex, there

.
charda of prunes, pears, peaches, apyles,

orange-, lemous and ail of the smaller
frusts and berries.

Mrs. E. B,
amd peach orchard.
have a fine frarr

Ware ownz r hne prune

tarmi, with “modern
dryer, etc.
many others also have weli kept avd
fraitful orchards and vioveyards.

At the luower end of the valiev

Smith & Cottle als .

J. K. Metzyger, Marklev and |

is lo--

TROUT FISHING.

W 8 Beblolh..coos comansns s sismmnsme 10
Suny Colvely | osesosssssessas s smes s 2v. —
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o M O T v - - 5 =
larity as a teacher. Ahout forty schol | giih rad and creel ta follow np and whip -
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Mise Eila C. Hurrizon instructs =ome  the speckled beauties from its crystal  bp < e
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. 2 : . ' 1
school. and this number will be in- What greater excitement then to lo-e ! ual
creased with the new term. i a two-pounder by andi awkward, nervoos H BN -:-f
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Kiapes. Besides prapes, there e or-

chiuda of prunes, pears, peaches, apyles, ]

orange-, lemons and ull of the smuller !
fruns and besries. '

Mre. E. b
and peach orchard. Smitn & Cottle alsy

!
Waure owns a fine [)rnne!
!

have a fine frnit tarm, with modern ‘
dryer, ete. J. L. Metzger, Murkley and |
many uthers also huve weli kept and

fraitful orchairds and vineyards.

At the lower end of the valley is lo-
cated the \'ineyur«ﬂr/ﬂ;dv:‘i-ne\r_‘:'\of Mi-
chaelson Bros. Toere are 25 or 30 acres
in grapes and they have s ine stoue wine
cellar.

Mr. S. L. Osborne is the leading grape-
grower of the vallev. He isthe owner
oi several sepurate farms und vineyards.
At the southern end of the Valley he
owns a vinevard of 100 acres set to choice
varieties of wrapes, with 80 acres addi-
tional of just as good land, which can be
set to grapes or {rauit. The soil isx a deep
red loamn. The well on this place is
thirty feet deep and this loam continues
all the way down. ‘There are somne very
large oaks locateil” liere. and one ol
thiese trees recently cut up yielded Hf-
ieen cords of wootl. 'Flns}imv located
on this vinevard has n capacity of 200,
000 gallons. Besides the output of his
own vineyard, Mr., Oshorne also pur-
chases grapes from his neighbors. The
grapes grown here are known as the
Carignan, the best grapes raised for
wine purposes. They bring two dollars
more on the ton thun other varieties.

The Soda Rock farm and vineyard is
another one of Mr. Osborne’s properties
There are 113 acres in this plot, part of
which is in vineyard. Itisallievei land
aud eqnal to the best. The home place
where Mr. Osburne resides comprises
thirty acres of vinevard. Ou-this land
has been gathered from the Burger vines
as hivh as twenty-two and one-halt tons
to the acie—a most wonderful yield,
twelve tons to the acre, being an average

yield. Following i a list of the princi-
pal viticulturists of the valley:

Acres.
Mr. Mack.. oo sosconwssmmns oo 20
Klax. YORNE .. s comwsess s s sssmms s ane 30
Dr. Farrar ... oiiiiiiaaloaanns 25
Henry Lee..icvisseonssssscscsmanans 15
Ms Arthor........cccc0eceee coaens 10
Joun Bidwell ... ...t 30
Healdsharg Bank.....oeeecaaicaens 30
Fonies Bidwell . caces s sesessmnss swe 20
Mr. Goodrich. ... ... o ieieeeintn 18
Peter Peterson...ccvecseecsecenssons 20
W. P. Warren estate ......ccc.. .. 25
M.C.Bailey......oovivinan coiinns 30
Henry Q. Fergnson..cecesccoeessmes 10
John N.Ferguson.......coeeeeeinnne 25
A. Thurman ......ivecese-cssccesss 30
Mrs. - Muleahey . oo eiicieeicennns 15
Win. AL Corl80n; owissesssssesccons 10
S. L.Osborne.......... - R 140
Mr. G. Jordan. . .ccevecoascossmssoos 10
B. Frellrson.see . coessssss e pisESE o 1D
M. N. Hale......... AN & e B, GO

COURSE | CAUGHT "EM. CAUt

OUR FRUITS.

varieties That Grow in the Opea Air All the
Year Round.

The following fraits 1 the lollowing
months are to be found growing in the
open air in the Rassian river, Alexander
and Dry Creek valleys throughout the
vear:

Jannary—Oranges, lemons, strawber-

ries, raspherries.

February—Oranges, lemnons, straw-
berries.

March—Oranges, lemons, strawber-
ries.

April—Oranges, lemons, strawberries.
May--Loquats, oranges, lemouns, straw-
berries, cherries.
June—Cherries, plums, apricots, cur-
rants, loquats, strawberries, raspberriee.
“July—Figs, apples, yrapes, neclarines,
plums, apricots, currants,
strawberrier, rarpberries, pears.
August—Raspberries, blackberries,
strawherries, peaches,

peaches,

vooseberries,
prunes, plnms, apples, upricots,
nectarines, fizs, quinces, pomegranates,
pears, plums.

Seplember—Pomegranates,
figs, nectarines, graper, apricots, apples,
pears, plums, prunes, peaches, raspber-
ries, bluckherrier,

October—Figs, pomegranates, quinces,
pears, plums, prunes,

JTApes,

quincer,

grapes, apples,

peaches, strawberries, raspberries.
Novemher—UPersimmmons, pomegran-

ates, guinces, grapes, raspberrier.
December—Persimmons, grapes, straw-

herrigs, raspbrriies. {

From the above list of [ruits and |
months, it will be seen that fraits of !
come kind can he plucked on any day of
any month of the year. -

i
i
i
!
Spain’s Greatest Need. :

Mr. R. 1. Olivia of Barcelona, Spain, !

gnandu hie wintore ot 3 flemas AY ¥ Tl S

Not one of these farmers
is located in or near the

the town of Cloverda

.
N

and organ of the body. If weuk, tired or
#iling vou need it

Every bottle gnaranteed. Price fifty
cents. Sold by W. B. Whitney, leading

drugyist.

We are offering yvu leefnlid value in
men’s work or dress shoe at $1.50. New
Yeork shoe store. | oo

—

SHT 'EM IN SULPHUR CREEK.

- —

lcnr.p and tell the storv—not hall be-|

lieved—io one’s les< lucky comrades.
There are mny beantiful fores 2ot

ed trout srreams floning into the Ruis-y

gian river, which. thanks to the fore-
sight ot the Califoimia  Northwestern
Railway Company are being, constautly
stocked with trout from their haichery
at Ukiah. Thirty thonsand of these
small fry were placed in Warm Spring
Creek, last reason, ubove Skagy’s
Spring, and they are in evidence today.
There is the Sausal, Muaucama, Little
and Big Sulphur, Pena Creek, Mill
Creek, the two Austins all of which in
the spring season affurd excellent sport
to the dirciple of Isaac Walton. From
the hatchery at Ukiah all of these
streams will be kept stocked, thus afford-
g unending sport for yur tront. fisbers.

Latest stvles of millinery at reason-
able prices at M. Lirny’e,

1
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The town of Cloverdale was begun in the late 1850's although
it was not formally incorporated until 1875. Its special location
at the very northern boundary of the county of Sonoma, has governed
its business outlook from the very beginning. The perspective has
;Egg_been to the south, in the direction of Alexander Valley, but
to the north. The 1877 Thompson Atlas of Sonoma County captures
this concept very clearly and distinctly:

"CLOVERDALE"

"Far up the valley, where the hills grow together,
with Russian river flowing between, is snugly nestled
the town of Cloverdale. It is a few miles south of the
northern boundary of the county. North of Cloverdale
for one hundred miles on the waters of Russian river
and its tributaries, there are a series of small, beau-
tiful and fertile valleys, separated by spurs from the
main range, which extend as bluffs to the river, and
link the valleys as a chain. The hills back of the
river are in the main bare of trees, and produce an
abundant grass crop, upon which thousands of sheep are
kept. These hills and valleys form a portion of the
back country of Cloverdale. ...Cloverdale is a center
from which stage-roads branch out in many directions:
first, the principal (and easiest) route to the Geyser
springs starts from Cloverdale; these springs are but
sixteen miles distant from the town. There is also a
daily stage line to Lakeport, and from there to the
celebrated Bartlett springs, and a daily line of stages
to Ukiah--and, through Anderson valley, to the Navarra
ridge, in Mendocino county--both of which lead through
a rich and soon to be’'thickly settled country" (page 23).

In the 1880 History of Sonoma County Cloverdale is described

as "being the only town" in the Cloverdale Township of Sonoma
County. It was established in part because it is on the main
route taken by "travellers to Mendocino and Humboldt"™ counties.
It was in Cloverdale that supplies could best be purchased
for vacationers going northward, for hunters and fishermen, for

the many sheep ranches which were soon located in the hills
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covered with grass, not trees. Businessmen looked northward as
the source of their income, at least in large part.

Agriculture has also played an early part in the history of
the town but from the 1890's until the 1960's, the focus of agri=-
culture was not grapes but oranges and citrus crops. Most of
Cloverdale's fame during this century has been built around the
annual Citrus Fair in February in Cloverdale. While. grapes have
come in for some attention, it was not so much the growing of
grapes but the nearness of one of the most popular tourist spots
in California, the Italian Swiss Colony winery at nearby Asti
(five miles south of the city).

On January 28, 1912, the Santa Rosa Press Democrat, of Santa

Rosa, Ca., published a Special Edition saluting the various towns
of Sonoma County and especially the agricultural background of
each. Several pages of this special edition are devoted to Clover-—
dale and its surrounding area. The headline which stretches clear
across the top of the page beginning the Cloverdale section, reads:
"CLOVERDALE, WHERE THE ORANGES GROW." The sub-headline reads:
"Recognized Center of Sonoma County's Famous 'Citrus Belt' is a
Thriving Little City Charmingly Situated, and Surrounded by Orange
and Lemon Groves and by Vineyards Richly Prolific."
"At the upper end of the fertile Russian River

valley and close to Sonoma county's northern boundary,

there nestles among the hills the picturesque town of

Cloverdale in a dale one time abloom with clover as

its name denotes, but since become more celebrated

for its oranges and lemons, its deciduous fruits, its

olives and its grapes."

Clearly, the town is not described as being in Alexander

Valley. 1In no portion of this section on Cloverdale is there a
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- reference to Alexander Valley. The Chamber of Commerce suggested
in a special boxed story called "Cloverdale the Ideal Home Site"
that the city was in its own little valley:

"The Chamber of Commerce of Cloverdale wishes to
call the attention of those seeking an ideal spot in
which to build a home, to the unsurpassed beauties and
advantages of this, the most beautiful section of north-
ern California, where the climate the year around is
delightful, combining the charm of southern Italy with
the grandeur and freedom of the Golden West.

"The city of Cloverdale is situated in a picturesque
little valley among the pine and redwood-clad hills of
northern Sonoma county, near the banks of the beautiful
Russian river which affords boating, bathing, fishing
and other pleasures...."

The grape growing region around Cloverdale is also described
for this special edition, it takes up all of one paragraph:

"The dry wines of Cloverdale have given it a reputa-
tion second to none, among lovers of good vintage. The
great Italian Swiss colony at Asti is five miles from
Cloverdale. Its vineyard covers 2,000 acres, and one of
its wine vats is the largest in the world, holding half
a million gallons. At one time a ball was given on the
floor of this great tank. Every year about three million
gallons of wine are made at this place. There are twelve
other wineries within five miles of Cloverdale."

The names of the other wineries, within five miles of Clover-—

dale are not listed. Again, it is clear in 1912, Alexander Valley

wineries and/or vineyards are seemingly not a part of the wine

industry of Cloverdale. (See xerox copies of Press Democrat for

Jan. 28, 1912 on following pages.)
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The Chamber of Commerc. of Cloverdah woshel to call the atten- <,

tion of those acokln§ an -doal spbt in which to bu|ld ‘alhome, to the un- &

of northern California, where the climate the year around 1s delightful, <!

World. F i G - fer ol bemon, with a ss<light bitter % combining the charm of southern Italy with the grandeur and frcodom ~:'!
- or'd-Fame eysers ang c ' ! y I i
Gray's "Old Hom y‘ ag" It s somewhat larger than the = of ”"0 Golden West. L e— . <&
—— 2", g ST, and T Calor more nearly that| % © 7 The city of "Cloverdale is situated in a picturesque, little Valley.s ‘:’3
Gt P Pige > GE T en, whige its shiape is that «of % among the pine and redwood-clad hills of northern Sonoma county, ':Ca!
& “helilgl st e, 15 e ot o gleobe, fialtened at the ®v near the banks of the beautiful Russian river which affords’boating, <]
W : l‘ HI,““”‘ I-,,:'m ”lm“"h;”“' ‘,.l ',;ll‘ jwew. o The  name  “grape-fruit’ e % bathing, fishing and other pleasures; our forests abound in game of all </
e il g a o il nre ol *
= ‘ ki 1' : , relike thim I R L tincs gived Jo the pomelo, bt e % kinds  to delight the hunter and the scene presents a never-ending <
o wre . h N i «h 4 / i
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¢ i . . . e . .
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< cavity should be filleq With sugar and
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Tar lvH’N unalloyed,  Not only s it nnr‘ 4
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RN ; . * Something About This and the Other e ndix
KR The Cloverdale Citrus Fair Association was organized twenty ye3rs -:-l ot Fruits That Are Gro ) ) . .
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i ago for the sole puibose of displaying the citrus products of northern <+ s ] n Hundrede of " thousands  of vialtors
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The growing of citrus trees in Cloverdale dates back to
the 1870's, but it was not until 1892 that the Cloverdale Citrus
Fair Association was organized to sponsor an annual fair with a
citrus theme. As will be seen in later brochures published by
the Association, it was claimed that Cloverdale and the immediate
vicinity have a special climate conducive to growing oranges,
lemons and other citrus. This seemingly set it apart from other
immediate agricultural areas which were not so fortunate and
suffered from frost, fog and cold winds (like Alexander Valley).

There have been dozens of pamphlets published by the
Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce since the first Citrus Fair was
established, from 1892 to the late 1970°'s and the attention in
nearly all has beeénéitrus rather than grapes, even though kill-
ing frost in the 1960's nearly wiped out the citrus industry.
For example, in 1940 the Chamber published "Cloverdale-Sonoma
County, California," with a cover photograph entitled "Picking
Oranges at Cloverdale." The claim was made that the "town is
nestled among wooded hills free from cold waves, fogs and heavy
winds." Agriculture is described in some detail and although the
text reads in part: "The beautiful valleys lying about Clover=-
dale have earned the right to be called agricultural gems . . ."

there is no mention of Alexander Valley. (See xerox copy on

following pages.)
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The Golden Gate Bridge Serves Nurthern California

LOVERDALE, in the center of the
Redwood Empire, is eighty - four
miles north of San Francisco. thirty

miles north of Santa Rosa and twenty-
five miles from the Pacific Ocean, on the
Russian River, near the boundary line be-
tween Mendocino and Sonoma Counties.

In these days of excellent highways one
and a half hours’ driving will bring one
to Clear Lake, the largest body of fresh
water wholly within this state; two hours,
to the heaches and fishing on the Sonoma
and Mendocino coast; two and a half
hours, over the magnificent Golden Gate
bridge to the metropolis of the West,
San Francisco. Trout fishing and deer
hurting can be had within fifteen min-
utes; black bass fishing in the Russian
and Napa rivers and striped bass fishing
in Petaluma creek, within one and a half
hours; golf on three excellent courses,
within forty-five minutes; Lake County's
famous medicinal springs, within one and
a half hours. “The eighth wonder of the
world,” the steam geysers, are just East
of Cloverdale and can be reached in less
than one hour, the only place in the world
outside Italy where natural steam out of
the ground is being harnessed to create
power, The mineral waters and natural
steam baths of the Geysers are far-
famed. Boating and swimming are avail-
able at Cloverdale on beautiful Russian
river, Championship tennis courts and
limitless miles of beautiful country for
the equestrian make available to the
pleasure seeker as well as {o the home-
seeker all the advantages and delights of
country living. The redwood groves, com-
prising ninety per cent of the world's
redwoods, are but a few hours away.

LIVING CONDITIONS

Cloverdale has a population of 800 and
is 815 feet above sea level, The average
annual rainfall is about 35 inches, and
the mean t{emperature is 60 degrees,

ranging Trom about 32 degrees above
zero in winter to 100 degrees in the few
hottest days of summer. The climate is
dry, however, and we have no oppressive,
devitalizing heat, it being necessary al-
ways to sleep under blankets.

The town is nestled among wooded hills
free from cold waves, fogs and heavy
winds and enjoys a peculiarly balmy, in-
vigorating climate which offers great ad-
vantages to asthmatics, tubercular people
and other invalids. An occasional walk to
the shady ncoks and fern-strewn glens in
the hills close by to enjoy the majestic
valley scenery has an exhilarating as
well as a most invigorating effect. Pure
air, pure water and plea.ant surround-
ings are the most desirable environments
of man's life on earth, and in these this
vieinity abounds. The four seasons are
distinguishable and the variation in cli-
mate lends zest and prevents monotony.

The town has a modern scwage system
and a water sysiem municipally owned.
A natural drainage for surface water
eliminates gnats and mosquitoes. Prices
of food and all household supplies are
reasonable. Fresh fruits and vegetables
are abundant; rentals are moderate. Mod-
ern buildings house excellent grammar
and high schools accredited to the Uni-
versity of California, Within one hour by
auto is the Santa Rosa Junior College.
Creditable churches are conducted by the
Methodists, Congregationalists, Episco-
palians and Catholics, The principal
lodges are represented and this is one of
the smallest towns in the world to have a
Rotary Club. A well-equipped free library
and clubhouse are owned by the Woman's
Improvement Club. A beautifully wooded
six-acre park on the edge of town is
owned by the city. A volunteer fire de-
partment modernly equipped with motor
pumper, together with an abundance of
water, affords ample protection. Streets

28

-

Wonderful Fisliing in Creeks, Rivers and Ocean
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are paved and oiled and the city is well
lighted. There are two trains daily to
San Francisco over the Northwestern
Pacific railway, in addition to four daily
buses operated over the Redwood high-
way. Hourly bus service is in operation
between San Francisco and Santa Rosa,
which is less than an hour from Clover-
dale.
AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRIES

Agriculture provides the community’s
most important sources of invome. The
beautiful valleys lying about Cloverdale
have earned the right to be called agri-
cultural gems. The soil is well adapted to
deciduous and citrus fruits, alfalla, gar-
den truck, and a wide variety of general
farm crops. Foremost among these is the
wine grape. Asti, four miles South of
Cloverdale, is the home of one of the
largest wineries in the world, the Italian-
Swiss Colony, whose tremendous cooper-
age and plant and extensive vineyards
are a mecca for travelers the world over.
This and numerous smaller wineries in
the vicinity produce wines of unparalleled
excellence, making the Cloverdale locality
one of the world's centers in dry wine
production. Other farm crops are prunes,
pears, apples, cherries, oranges, lemons,
olives and nuts.

The price of land varies according to
location, quality, desire on the part of
the owner to sell, and other considera-
tions. Hill or range land is priced from
$10.00 per acre up, and often in large
tracts there are many acres that are till-
able and can be used for grain or fruits.

Valley land sells for approximately
$100.00 per acre and up, depending on
improvements and development.

By making a personal investigation,
one ean usually find something to meet
his requirements, and at satisfactory
prices,

S 8 i ok ot At



29

In 1960, the Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce published a
pamphlet entitled "Cloverdale-Sonoma County, California" and
there is a departure here from the emphasis on citrus. The
center section bea¥s the heading "Land of Wine, Wood and Wool."
It would seem that if any member of the Chamber or residents
felt the valley's wine industry was in Alexander Valley, this
fact would be mentioned in the section titled "Agriculture®:

"Located in Sonoma County, one of the richest
counties in the United States, Cloverdale has many
prosperous ranches in its outlying area. Its Citrus

Fair, known throughout California, as one of a kind,

draws tremendous crowds. Another event which has

record-breaking attendance each year is the Clover-

dale Ram Sale, where buyers and sellers of breeds

of sheep from the western states gather. The famed

Sheep Dog Trials are a part of this event, and a

perennial crowd-pleaser."

There is no mention of wine making in that paragraph and
no mention of being a part of the rich Alexander Valley. It is
somewhat understandable given the fact that there were no sheep
ranches in Alexander Valley. Wine is mentioned only briefly,
in a section devoted to the Italian Swiss Colony winery.

What is also of interest in this brochure is a drawing show-
ing Cloverdale, with some small photographs included of scenic
sights. Alexander Valley is not indicated in the brochure drawing

and the town appears to set isolated, comfortably, of course, in

a small hamlet of its own. (See xerox copies of pamphlet attached.)



Cloverdale-Sonoma County, California
"circa 1960"
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of San Fruncisio in a valley through which the Russian Piver flaws and whizh has 1 ! ~ste so ~ild as to

allow tha yroash of citrus fruit which led 4o astabiishing the famed Citrus Fair,
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Qeaan. it s ‘he Narthern Gateway b5 Sonama Couaty and the Southern Sateway to
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‘Yandacino Coaunty,
vners Paciie Sas
ectricity. And to

in tha fedwona Empire. Clovargala 3¢ has tae Big Geysars lccaied *o tha sautheas!
and Electrs T '

Company has 3
the southwvese 5 the B0.rmillien.-doliar “Warm 33’,:31 Dam and Laka Sonama Projsct, w = Tlsvardaie ilying
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5OQD LiviNG is pravard o b residants and guasts oy the maay churches, tocial arg fratarnal arganis
faziiines, which include 3 fuli-time racreational direstar and provides a

ratizny  ira +its redreatiora

swimming poe' at the Yeterans Mamoa-ial, Buildirg.

RECREATION: Whether you ‘tka the ‘mora active ‘.os of racreation ar just fike to '22.' (2aé while anioy-

ing aature waill find reeraation in Claverdale. Clova-dale 74y Park has a numbar +¢ 2r3anized sports
such a3 y ¢ Little Leaque for the smatl fry. Tasnis  baseball, basketball and foethsll f3rm o wholeiome
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INDUSTRIAL: Cloverdale is a growing zentar
lndianhead, Inec,

foc speciaized industries, such 3s MG\ Prives 4 fivision of
and Clover Casting. Wines, wood and wnol are representative of neustia, Cloverds!a,
AGRICULTURE: Located in Sonoma County, one of the richest counties in the United States, Claoverdale
kind, draws 'romendous crowds. Another avent which has record-breaking attendance each .2ar is the Clover-
dale Ram Sale, where buyars and sellers of broeds of sheep from the western states gather. The famed Sheep
Dog Trials ars a part of this event, and a perennial crowd-pleasar.

GOVERNMENT: Cloverdale is govarned by its City Counsil, with five clectead Councilman {who alect the
Mayar), City “Clerk, Troasurer, City Engineer und Superirtendant of Public Works, I+ his o dedizated and

woall-trained  Police Department and a well-organited Yalintear Fira Dopartmant.

ITALIAN-S'WISS architecture for tha business saction as snon as i+ is feasible, is being niinned for Claver-
dale to attrazt tourists, thousands of ~hom visit Italian Swiss Colony Winery at nearby Asti each saar, It
takes time to accomplish all of a city's dreams, butthe Chamber of Commerce and residents of the com-.
munity hepe that Cloverdale will come to be known far and wide for jts ltalian-Swiss at-osphere, just as
has Solvang, Calif. for its Danith image and Leavenworth, Wash., for its Bavarian *heme.

TOURISM, which is a fast.growing industry in the sta‘e, has had a decided boost by the adoption of Clo-
vardale, B. C. Canada as our Sistar City, with the resuiting warm and friendly relationsh’s and axchange
visits by iarge qroups of tha two community's rusidents. Tourists to the city find o w~elcome at the Tourist
. Center and information about town and the many fine restaurants and motels, as well ss brochures about
other communitins throughout California, which are distr'buted with such qenuine friend! nrss that travelers

know we maoan it when we say: "WELCOME TO CLOVERDALE!"
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On the following pages are nine more examples of how Clover-—
dale, its Chamber of Commerce, Sonoma County newspaper reporters
and, apparently, Cloverdale citizens, regard their town and
surrounding community. This is a good cross-section of published
material on the town dating from approximately the early 1960's
through 1977. All materials are either in the Cloverdale Public
Library, the Santa Rosa Public Library or the Sonoma State Uni-
versity Library, Rohnert Park, Ca. There is not one reference
to Alexander Valley in any of this material; to Cloverdale being
located in Alexander Valley, or being a part of the agricultural
industry of Alexander Valley. Most of the maps published in
such pamphlets, brochures or with newspaper stories, end just
south of Asti and the Italian Swiss Colony winery five miles
south of town. If Cloverdale were a part of the Alexander Valley,
it would appear at least one map would so indicate!

Listing of pamphlets, brochures and newspaper articles:

1. Sonoma County Wonderland (published by Hoyt Publishing Co.,
Clearlake, 1962).

Only the two pages having reference to Cloverdale are included.
Note the location given for Cloverdale (no reference to Alex-
ander Valley) and Places of Interest. The Cloverdale Citrus
Fair is still the main tourist attraction.

2. Sonoma County 1965 (Santa Rosa: Corey Publishing Co., 1965).
A magazine/booklet advertising Sonoma County, published
annually.

Only the page describing Cloverdale is presented here. Note
especially the description or location given for Cloverdale:
"Cloverdale nestles in one of the small Russian River Valleys.
Many residents are fortunate to live only a few yards from
some of the most exciting steelhead fishing..."

3. Cloverdale (pamphlet published by the Cloverdale Chamber of
Commerce, 1965). Only portion of pamphlet presented here.
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Note bottom of first page, under the letter, reads: "On

the scenic Russian River in the heart of the Redwood Empire."
See also section entitled "Built on Industry and Agriculture."
No reference in this pamphlet to agriculture being a part

of Alexander Valley.

See especially the map, with Cloverdale appearing under an
enlarging glass--Alexander Valley is not noted on this map
in any manner.

Santa Rosa Press Democrat, October 9, 1966. "Cloverdale
Keeps Citrus Image Alive," by Bob Wells.

Note that opening paragraph continues the citrus fame of
Cloverdale, rather than any grape industry. The growing
of grapes is not mentioned in this story.

Sonoma County, U.S.A. Fourth Annual Edition, 1966-1967 (pub-
lished by Janice Corey, Santa Rosa, Ca.). Tourist booklet in
color.

Only the pages with reference to Cloverdale and surrounding
vicinity are presented here.

Note the location given for Cloverdale, which reads in part:
"Come through the narrow course of the Russian River in which
Cloverdale lies, at any season, and the mildness of climate

seems accidental. It is an accident of geology that farmers
like to interpret as part of a biblical covenant--as though
this valley has been promised to the faithful." There is no

indication that Cloverdale is a part of a much larger valley,
such as Alexander Valley.

Note, too, the three-quarter page advertisement by Italian
Swiss Colony winery. The location is given as "U.S. Freeway
101 South of Cloverdale." No reference to Alexander Valley.

Santa Rosa Press Democrat, "1968 Travel and Recreation Edition."
"Live A Little at Cloverdale."

This entire supplement of the largest circulation daily news-
paper in Sonoma County, was on Cloverdale and vicinity. Only
two portions are presented here, the article "Wine, Wood and

Metals Highlight Area Industry," and a map.

The wine industry of Cloverdale was confined to only four
wineries according to this article: Italian Swiss Colony,
Bandiera Wines, Rege Winery and Seghesio. Although Seghesio
is near the town of Geyserville, no other winery from the
town of Alexander Valley is mentioned, such as Geyser Peak
Winery, Fredson, Soda Rock, etc.

Note also the map of Cloverdale and vicinity. The heavy border
on the bottom of the page is the southern extent of the map,
and does not go beyond Washington School Road and the Italian
Swiss Colony winery.
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Cloverdale Reveille, 69th Citrus Fair Souvenir Edition, 1971.

Only three sections of the Souvenir Edition are presented
here because they continue to demonstrate that the Citrus
Fair was still the main tourist attraction at Cloverdale.
There is no reference to grapes or viticulture in this
Souvenir Edition. There is no Souvenir Edition just on
the wine industry of Cloverdale.

Note in the first paragraph under "Cloverdale, Home of the
69th Citrus Fair," Cloverdale's location is given as "in a
valley through which the Russian River flows..." Note also
the emphasis still on it being "the Northern Gateway to
Sonoma County and the Southern Gateway to Mendocino County."

There is no reference in any of the text of the material
presented here or in any of the other text of the Souvenir
Edition to Alexander Valley.

Cloverdale, Sonoma County, California Welcomes You (Clover-

dale Chamber of Commerce [1976]. Actual copy of pamphlet
included.

This pamphlet is not dated per se, but a reference in the
"Calendar of Annual Events" reads "Bicentennial Celebration,
July 4 (1976 only)."

This pamphlet has not been updated since 1976 and is given
out at the Chamber of Commerce Visitors Center in Cloverdale
to all visitors. Thousands of copies are distributed annually.

Note especially the map of Cloverdale. It ends about at Asti,
Ca., and the Italian Swiss Colony winery. There is no refer-
ence to Alexander Valley, nor is Alexander Valley presented
in any manner as being the location for Cloverdale.

Cloverdale Reveille, February 17, 1977. "An orange seed grows

into the Citrus Fair."

History of the citrus industry in Cloverdale and the annual
fair. This article is presented only to show the continued
interest in the Citrus Fair in Cloverdale as a tourist
attraction.



Located zlong the Russian River on U. 5. Highw

88 miles north of San Francisco, 44 miles east of Pacific Ocean Recreation Area;
elevation 340 feet,

Second Class hard surfaced Airport, 3000 ft. long and 75 ft.
Products:

Places of Interest: Italian Swiss Colo
geothermal electric ge
Pavilion, Cloverdale City P

Cloverdale
well equipped Clinics operated by three phy

Recreation: Excellent hunting,

The City offers an active recreational year around

Special Events: ram sale, sheep dog trials, two
Gymkharas by the Cloverdale Riding Club, and annual
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(original orange border and decor of page, for

the Citrus Fair, does not reproduce in xerox copying)
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ay 101 in Northern Sonoma County,

Average rainfali: 40 inches; no fog and no smog. Mild winters and

moderately warm summers.

Pcpulation: 3,183 in incorporated area and 8,542 in Township,

Transportation: Northwestern Pacific Railroad, severa

I trucking firms and
Greyhound bus line.

wide, one mile from Town,

Lumber, Plywood and other timber products; prunes, citrus, grapes, wine,
sheep, wool. Also Electronic products.

ny Winery at Asti, Steam Geysers with the only
nerating plant in the Western Hemisphere, the Citrus Fair
arks, Veterans Mcemoryal Building with swimming pool.

has two clcmenfary schools, a high school, ten churches, many clubs, two

sicians, a 24 hour Community Ambulance
scervice, three dentists, one optician and one chiropractor.

fishing in the Russian River and tributories

, in nearby
cino and close to the Pacific Ocean.

Lake Mendo
program of games and swimming.
Also an eight lane bowling alley.
Cloverdale Citrus Fair and Parade,

meeting of Allied Grape Growers,
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Womens Wearing Apparel
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DRECCES LINGEKIE
QPORTSWEAR

l\"latching Accessories

Phone TW 4-2424 Cloverdale 111 East First Street

Cloverdale Citrus Fair

The Cloverdale Citrus Fair, held every year during Citrus Fair will be held from February 21st to 24th, 1963.
February, is unique among California’s many fairs, not only
because it is the first of the season, but because it features
the orange as a symbol of the climate.

The Citrus Fair attracts several thousand people every
year from all parts of the country.

The Citrus Fair is a California Corporation and receives
its income from horseracing funds paid to the State from
thoroughbred racing. The corporation’s activities are con-

Cloverdale’s first orange frees were planted in 1868
and in 1892 the first Fair was started with plates of oranges.

From these individual and family projects have developed trolled by the Division of Fairs and Expositions and the
the massive creations of citrus fruit representing untold books are audited annually by the auditors of the State
hours of cn-operative work by civic organizations. Department of Finance. The primary purpose of the corpor-

During the past 69 years, {Be Fair has been held annual- ation is to encourage citrus industry and to stage the annual

ly with the exception of the war years. The 61st Annual Fair. “FAIR TIME IS FUN TIME.”

Dining at the Grapevine In Cloverdale is indeed a dining pleasure you will want to try. Owners Joe and Dina Giovannetti offer
real Italian and American cookery at its finest. The Grapevine, conveniently located at the end of West Street serves lunch
Monday through Saturday from 11:30 to 2 and dinner 7 days a week from 5 to 10 p. m. Each day a different specialty is
served at lunch. The Giovannetti's are famous for their delectable Chicken Saute Sec, Chicken Cacciatore, and home-made
ravioli all served in a colorful dining room in the truest ltalian fradition. The highlight is perhaps one of Joe's tempting cock-

tails in the bar or perhaps a bottle of wine at dinner. Put the Grapevine on your {ist for the next time you are dining out.
Phone TWinbrook 4.7939.
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A little over a century ago a great migration
took place, heralded by the cry “There’s gold in
in them there hills.” But the pioneers who came
to Sonoma County found greater riches — fertile
soils and some of the most majestic country in
America.

Ri¢h land and beautiful scenery characterize
the Cloverdale region. Our grapes are among the
fincst'i in the United States; we are the most north-
ern area in California where citrus fruit is commer-
cially grown. The rolling hills make fine grazing
land for sheep and other livestock.

Cloverdale nestles in one of the small Russian
River Valleys. Many residents are fortunate to
live only a few yards from some of the most ex-
citing steelhead fishing for which a man could
ask.

As the crow flies, Cloverdale is located only 28
miles from the coast. Yet duce to the protection of
the surrounding green hills; foggy mornings are
rare.

The easy access from Cloverdale to numerous

Northern California recreational and scenic areas”

is one of the town’s greatest assets. In only an hour
you can reach a number of excellent coastal fish-
ing areas. The widely known Italian Swiss Colony
Winery is practically in Cloverdale’s backyard, and
many |of the other major California wineries are
locatefl only minutes away. There are a number
of lakgs nearby. Within this decade the Dry Creek
Dam project will produce beautiful Lake Sonoma
just a|few miles outside the city limits.

Accounts of the origin of the community vary,
but it seems the town was born in 1859, when J. A.
Kleisey purchased a trading post in the clover-
carpeted valley. The town grew with the advent
of the|railroad; later, the lumbering and trucking
industfies brought additional growth. The Cham-
ber ofl Commerce and the Merchants’ Association
are again looking toward a period of expansion;
part of their planning for new growth has resulted
in a chmmunity airport. :

A mjajor annual event in Cloverdale is the Citrus
Fair, the earliest fair in the State. Though one of
the smaller California fairs, it is one of the most
ambitipus; and hundreds of hours go into creating
intricale displays of oranges, lemons, prunes and
raisins| Another attraction is the Annual Ram Sale
and Sljeep Dog Trials, along with numerous events
sponsofed by the Riding Club and a number of
local s{rvice Srganizations.

For information write:  Cloverdale
Chamber of Commerce, Cloverdale, California.

further
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CLOVERDALE

Rich land and unsurpassed

scenery characterize Sonoma

County's northern most town.
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Italian Swiss Colony Winery, located just south
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at Asti, one of California’s major attractions.

(Pamphlet #2)
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Dear Friend: Z 44}p/(/
o) e
Some of your quest?qys aéé?igf‘sgloverdale
ages.

will be answered in the foll&y-’/in
Q

However, no folder can tell the whole
story of a community. Buildings and points
of interest can be pictured; activities can
be described; but the spirit of the place -
what goes on in the hearts of its people -
is beyond the descriptive powers of any
Chamber of Commerce brochure.

That’s why we invite you to pay a visit
to Cloverdale. Then you will learn for your-
self the quiet charm of its good living.
You'll be impressed with its industrial ac-
tivities and its ever-growing business oppor-
tunities. You'll revel in its ready access-
ability to hundreds of miles of recreational
area that attracts sportsmen from every-
- where.

When you get to Cloverdale, you'll find"
a cordial welcome and a friendly spirit of
helpfulness at the Chamber of Commerce --
located in the Citrus Pavilion. Make the
Chamber your first stop and the first of the
many friends you'll find in Cloverdale.

Sincerely,

Secretary-Manager

On the scenic Russian River
in the heart of the Redwood Empire

(Pamphlet
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EUREKA
198 MILES

NMENDOCINO COAST
RECREATION AREA
44 MILES

A ROSA
1LES

SAN FRANCISCO
58 MILES

CLOVERDALE FACTS

Popualation:

City Zone 3,128

Trading Zone 14,000
Elevation 323 Feet
Average Rainfall 40 Inches
Temperature:

Average Summer High 83°

Average Winter Low 349
City Schools:

Cloverdale Union Elementary School

Cloverdale Union High School
Churches:

First Baptist

Cloverdale Missionary Alliance

Catholic

Episcopal

Congregational

Methodist

Pentacostal Church of God

Seventh Day Adventists

Truth Center
Medical Service:

Exceptionally fine Clinic with

2 Doctors and Ambulance Service
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BUILT (N INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE

These two basic activities cc?mbine
to make Cloverdale one of the most
fortunate of small cities. Rich soil
and mild climate have favored the de-

Laet® -- velopment  of vineyards, citrus
oy gem"“w::— groves, prune and pear or-
1€ Zies =’§° ard chards. Poultry raising and wool
zréica\\%f;z.\m\e:g growing also play an important
s ed YOO role. Year-round  industries
e ™ such as lumber mills and wood
e~ products plants provide steady

payrolls and attract high-grade
workers. Cloverdale's business
is maintained at a high level by
piant payrolls, and augmented by
rich harvest seasons.

DELIGHTEUL LIVING

Quiet, shaded residential

streets, lined with pleasant

homes afford easy, com-

fortable livingz for the res-
idents of Cloverdale.
Accessability to re-
creational areas and
to metropolitan cen-
ters, adds to Clover-
dale's delightful living
conditions,

!
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fact a bz fcwe many yexrs
ago ¢l Txu,.iLEd the warm-
weather fruit as a serious
commercial crep.
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Cilrus irees stand in yerds
sround fown, and in some
places a few exist in’rows,
ef over from the days when
envisionad oranges and
23 Money "L!'GPS
background niso pro-
Zes a iheme for the annual
rus Fair, held to include
o be as close as possible to
W rw:tons Birthday. From
“family style™ beginning in

ti‘.e fair has become
wihing  ‘quite  subslantial
ith ex*ubxts requiring nore
ihan 5.000 hours of work by
{hie civie, veferans.
church and busmes gro.zp
NS08, . -
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Toz Tislory of the citrus
irees el C"w:r:a’c 1s rather

Citrus

Mr. Kleiser heard about

frat»"rna} .

noted hore §%
ings voere madé by Mary
Jane Crewford, who received
c=&“s from & femily which
crotsed the Isthmus of Pana-
r’x on the long jaunt to Cali-
fornia in 1868.

An unusual blessing of cli-
mate—which lzpses now and
then io hcadloﬁ comimercial
enterprises—is favorable o
citrus,

A cL»pv of. the must. at@d At-
las is kept by L. E. (Dunc)
Duncan, manzeger of the

wooub the cify's origlng  ©

4. A. Kleiser and William
H. Winter were 49'ers and set
up a store at Winter's Bar
near Mokelumne - Hill. . Mr,
Kleiser brought his famﬂy out
from Lafayette, Ind, in 1853
aﬂd after a stay at Arcata,
Bumboldt County, it went to
Los Angeles: However, it sopn

<came back fo the San Fran-

cisco area and it was there
the
fine Cloverdale’ climate—that
setfled it. In fitting tribufe to
his wanderings, a. city park
named after bim_ was created
on West st :

The cxced“

years ‘ago, gives some pre-
Kleiser facts noting that on
July 29, 1851, a deed was
made for $1,000 {from Francis-
co Berryessa and Marisa Jesus
Paiamente to Johnson Horrel
covering two square leagues of

land including the preoent city .

site.

A Mr. Hartman an early,

store owner, is credited by
hisforian Edna F. Gorden with
giving Cloverdale iis name.
Heavy stands of wild clover
fiiled the xalley

Mr. Horrel, in 1858, deedﬁd‘

739 acres where the city is lo-
cated 1o Richard B. Xfarkle
and W. J. RMiller, and the fol-

k'x'.l" year these men ir ar's~

ferred d"c: property in

Plaicmm (8aw DO AR TTa lm ,.x

*thnﬁmtpang‘

Citrus~~
Fair, and it gives some facls-

75th enniver- .
'mry edition of ibe Cloverdale
Reveille, published sbout 12 .,

the town surveyed and plaf-

ted, and erected a number of

buildings.” The locale i< the
faid SdeLSh RdDCﬂO de Musa-
lacon

“hen was the town incor-
porated? Some leisurely re-"-

searcher may seitle this some-
day, but old records indicate
at ene point the year was 1872;
arother says it was done by
the Legislature in 1875-76.

In 1877 the officials were
James A. Kleiser, G. V. Davis,
John Fields, M. W .King,
John Dixon, {rustees; D. B.
Xorgan, clerk and recorder;
W. J. McCracken, marshal;
D. €. Brush and D. B. Mor-
gamn, justices of the peace, and
J. Sheres, constable,

SHll farther back is Indzan
kistory, including a “Lysistra-
“ta {ype” incident in which In-
dian womnen headed off a bud-
ding war by packing up and
leaving home en masse. It was
decided the women would set-
tle things and 2 cunference
was held “in the shadow of
Squaw Rock™ a few miles
_north. This rock, a promdnent
feature 1o nghvsa} 101 trav-~
elers, became the dividing
line between the Sanel and

Cloverdale tribes. -

Then there were Bigfoot
Houx, his brothers, and some-

vounger hangers-on who pulled -

a pumber of -stagecoach rob-
beries in the area which were
described by Dr. W. . Ship-
ley, one of the area’s besi-
known residents, in a *“detailed-
artjcle” in the R veille back

in 1925. ° .".

“¥With the c:apture and elim-
ination  of this gang.” Dr.
Stipley wrele, “tie i ghway
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profitable in Nourt'con Somo-
ma (Counly) for ihe sirong
arm of the law ard pulic
opinion made it ruher .n-
safe for fransgressnrs of the
law.”

So what's the town like to-
day?

Some of the abvious zourees
of information are Bea Frilts,
secretary - manager of the
Chamber of Conmerce:
Duncan, the fair r=nager
who used fo be the Cramber
of Commerce worii.gr.an,
and Mrs." Wayae (Jeam
Cripps, The Press Demonrat
correspondent and wlose huse
band is a member of the
City Council.

And here are some of the
readily apparent facts about
Cloverdale. - )

1 — The population may be
busy, but it isn’t jumping.
In 1960 it was 3,125. This year
it is listed as 3.196. .

2 — The city hax a booms-
ing recreation program
which includes {rking young-
sters to the San Francisco
zoo and to see games played
by the Giants,

3 — Borrowing a phrase
from pohce siation parlance,
Cloverdale has a list of or-
ganizations “as long as your
arm.”

4 — There is a Chamber
{ Commerce membership of
about 120, prelly big for a

ir.

bt ]

city that size.

5 — Bea Fritls can com-
pile a list of local “payroll
type” industries “as long as
your arm.” :

6 — Lee Brohers is the
central feature of a new shop-
ping development at the souih
edge of fown. The market
will occupy 10.000 sguare feef
of building space, and -satel-
lite firms, another 10.000.

7 — Next .year there will
be a schedule of events which
include: -

The Cilrus Fair, running
Teb. 16 through the 20th, of-
fering also the big downiown
parade, " industrial iour and
annual dincer of the Cham-
ber of Commerce,

The Cioverdale Ridi
opelr gymhiena show Apeit 3

ing Club
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at Jaclk London State Park in Glen E[leﬁ -
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(Continued from Page 30)

what is best for the community, arow
according to plan, and use its natural
resources wisely. A stable prune-
growing industry helps the prospect.
Unlike Santa Clara County. slurban-
ized out of its greatest charm by tract
lmiltling. “vul(lslmrg can still tout s
annual Prune Blossom tour, held in
\larch. through orchards glorious be-
vond all expectations,

Another delicious surprise greets
the most casual traveler northbound i
on Highway 101. This is Cloverdale,
the northernmost area in California
where citrus fruit is grown commers
ciallv. Come through the narrow
course of the Russian River in which:
Cloverdale lies, at any scason, and
the mildness of climate seems acci-
dentall Tt is an accident of geology
that farmers like to interpret as part
of a biblical covenant—as though this
valley has been promised to the faith-
ful. Twenty-eight miles away as the p—— T
gull suurs,)lhcgpuciﬁc Occan moder- The .’llf.sszon San Fm"”'f”’ de Sol
ates the winters. The surrounding established at Sonoma in 1823

(Continued on Page 37)
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(Continved from Page 35)

hills protect Cloverdale from fog.
Orchards and vineyards climb the
gentle hills.

Ivery vear in Iebruary, Clover-
dale puts on a Citrus Fair, the earli-
est fair held in California. Yes, (Vir-
ginia) there really is a county fair in
February. complete with ram sales,
sheepdog trials, western riding con-
tests, and intricate displays of or-
anges, lemons, prunes and raisins.
To expatriot midwesterners, used to
August fair fan-fare, this is one of
the “pinch-me please™ facets of un-
believable Sonoma County.

To find others, one must take to
the by-wavs. A literal traveller, ini-
tiated to the fact the Russians gave
their name to the river, usually jumps
to the wrong conclusion that Sebas-
topol is another picce of verbal jet-
sam left on the Tand. Not so. at least
not so directly. Sebastopol got its
name in 1856 from a fist-fight be-
tween two settlers. Tt was initially
called Hibb’s Sebastopol, according
to “Wild Oats in Eden,”” a history of
Sonoma County by Harvey J. Hansen
and Jeanne Thurlow \Miller ““after the
most recent si(‘gc of the Crimean
\\;xr."

When the apple trees are in bloom,
Scebastopol too has a blossom tour.
Sometimes [rom a sca of flowering
trees, one can see snow on Mount St.
Helena. Ah, this is the time to be in

Svln.lslopo“ But bite into one of those

ripe Gravenstein apples in the fall,
Ah, this too is a time to be in
.\\‘lnlslnpu“

A single unobtrusive railroad
track wanders through the principal
avenue of preny Titde Sebastopol.
During harvest time, one can sce a
real train coming down the tree-
shaded street at six o’clock in the
evening laking apples to the cannery.

The silvery Buddhist temple from
the Chicago World’s Fair, brought by
Japanese fruit growers in the area is
another unexpected surprise. So is
the studio and home of Charles
Schutz——reator o
strip “‘Peanuts.”

Or go over to Asti, and there at
one of California’s largest wineries,
ltalian-Swiss Colony, is an unlikely
amusement-parkish enclave that re-
volves around the I.i’l Ole Swiss
Winemaker in his Tyrolean hat and
handlebar mustachio. Started in 1881

as a cooperative venture to aid Ital-
ian and Swiss emigrants, it has since
evolved as the Disneyland of wip-
crics. The original “colony made i{ls
Tittle Church of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in the shape of a wine vat.
The contemporary congregation has
continued the tradition. l.ike the big-
ger-better winery of tod ay, the new
church is also a bigger-better vat. As
in most California wineries, visitors
to Ttalian Swiss Colony are toured
then welcomed into a tasting room
where the aroma of wine-soaked wood
lingers.

Long ago Masons used to gather
at another Russian River scenic spot.
This was Korbel’s Grove, not so far
from the cigar-hox factory. A railroad
wandered along the river bound for
Korbel Station and those same boxes,
two miles cast of Guerneville. The
visitor today instead finds Korbel

ovable cnm‘i'C'—f‘. ha mpagne cellars (;md for many

years he found great redwood stumps
in the vineyards, attesting the carlier
cigar-box  lumbering).

Old Sonoma County has other spe-
cial places. One, for the privileged,
is the Bohemian Grove. One, for ev-
erybody, is Bodega Bay, famous as
the place where some dedicated Tile

Apple-Picking Time in Sebastopol is a
for rejoicing when the fruit is as plump
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_ALENDAR OF EVENTS

PETALUMA
r. — Oct.: Weekend Yacht Club Visits.

“rom the beginning of March until late in
Jctober, yachtsmen from all over the Bay
\rea enjoy the ride up to Petaluma.

y 14: Annual Dairy Princess Ball. A
ovely young lady is chosen in May of
:ach year at Petaluma’s Annual Dairy
>rincess Ball to reign as the Dairy Prin-
‘ess of this Seven County district. The
-andidates are presented at the Dairy
rincess Ball and are judged for their
weauty, poise and knowledge of dairying
.nd dairy products.

v 14 — 17: Senoma-Marin Fair and Fair
‘arade. Each summer Petaloma is the

«cene of the Sonoma-Marin Fair which is

. four-day festivity, sponsored by the
“ourth District Agricultural Fair Associ-
tion and the counties of Sonoma and
farin. Over 10,000 people attended this
nnual event last year, and the number is
rowing every year.
’arade: In conjunction with the Fair, the
sreater Petaluma Area Chamber sponsors
Fair Parade, which is held on Sunday,
he last day of the Fair. Entries for this
arade come from all parts of Northern
lalifornia to compete for the many prizes

\\'arded.

g- 20 = 21: Old Adobe Fiesta. Peta-
uma’s Old Adobe, rich in California his-
ory, opens its doors every August to
ourists from all Northern California,
shen it is the site of the Annual Old
.dobe Fiesta. The State of California
ow has control of the Old Adobe, and it
nown as Old Adobe State Park. The Fi-
sta is opened on a Saturday night by a
treet dance, held in the center of Peta-
ama. Activities at the Old Adobe on the
sllowing Sunday include exhibits, square
ancing, Indian dancing, beard )udgmg,
ntique car awards, fold dancing, and a
uge barbecue which is sponsored by
'etaluma’s Twenty-Thirty Club.

COTATI

1. 26: St. Joseph's 26th Annual Barbecue.
t. Joseph’s Church 26thannual Barbecue

> be held at the Cotati Plaza, started as
family picnic. It now draws more than

,000 people.
3. 7: Community Day Celebration and
tarbecue. The Cotati Community Day

(Continued on Page 94)

gt

U.S. Freeway 101 South of Cloverdale
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Would you like to see our Winery?

BE OUR GUEST
AT ASTI...

If you're planning a vacation-—or a weekend-——in San
Francisco, we know you'll enjoy a visit to Asti. That's
where you'll find our historic winemaking Colony —

just 80 miles north of San Francisco on Highway 101.

Bring the family and a picnic hamper. Lunch in the
romantic setting of our “Little Old Winemaker” TV
commercials. See how we make award-winning Italian
Swiss Colony Wines — from crushing to aging to bot-
tling. And, as our guests, cnjoy a glass of your favor-

ite Italian Swiss Colony wine in our Tasting Room
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Wine, Wood Aad Metals

Fighl

Industry in the Cloverdale
area traditionally has meant
wine and wood, but some
major industries also have
developed in other fields.

Among them are MGM
Brakes, Inc.,, on__ Redwood

Hwy. S. This subsidiary of °

Indian Head, Inc., manufac-
tures truck safety brake sys-
tems and air control valves,
and its branch plants in-

clude those at Detroit, Mich.;

Windsor, Canada; Karl-
shamn, Sweden; and Meppel,
Holland. -

Across the highway is
Clover Casting Company,
which manufactures metal
castings, and at 26912 Red-
wood Hwy. S. is Shipley
Manufacturing. =~ Company,
which fabricates- and pro-
duces mechanical™harvesters
for fruit and nut crops.

And among Sonocma Coun-
ty’s largest industrial invest-
ments is the electric power-
generating facilities being
developed at The Geysers
area 16 miles east of Clover-
dale. There, a number of
companies are drilling steam
wells, with the steam being
sold to Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Co. for the production
of electricity. - .=

Still another major em-
ployer in the Cloverdale area
is the 70-bed Manzanita Man-
or Convalescent Hospital,
which opened last year at
300 Cherry Creek Rd. It is
situated on five acres of
land overlooking Cloverdale
and the Russian River val-
ley, and it has been recog-
nized as one of the best-
planned facilities of its kind
in the state. o

Another new industry com-
ing to Cloverdale is Carousel
Carpet Mills, Inc., Menlo
Park, which this year pur-
chased two acres of land
Just south of Cloverdale for

a plant to manufacture cus-
tom carpeting. il -

Companles Producing wine

and wood products are St .

amorng the largest employers

in tha Clavaerdale area, how-

ever. Wineries include Ital-
ian Swiss Colony at Asii,
Bandiera Wines at 155 Cher-
ry. Creek Rd.,, Rege Winery
at 26885 Redwood Hwy. S.

and Seghesio Winery at 24035 -

Redwood Hwy.
Among the many Clover-
dale-area firms producing

‘lumber and wood products

are Cloverdale Plywood Co.,
Molalla Forest Products, Inc.,
Georgia-Pacific Corp., Mor-
gan Wood Precducts, Barnes
Lumber Co., Bates Lumber
Co., Art Bond Lumber Co.,
Cloverdale Cabinet and Lin-
olewmn, Precision Wood Pro-

ducts, G & R Lumber Co,,.

Paul B. Kelly  Timber Co,,
KinTon Lumber. Co., Pacific
Wood Preserving Co. and
JMJ Redwood - Products.
Other firms manufactur-
ing goods in the area, ac-
cording to the latest Clover-
dale Chamber of Commerce
survey, include: Barbara’s

- Art Studio, ceramics; Clover-

dale Ready-Mix, concrete,

sand and gravel; Cloverdale

Feed & Supply, livestock
feed; Cloverdale Manufac-
turing Co., fishing equip-
ment. : .

Dunk ‘n’ Run, , bakery
goods; Cloverdale Bakery,
bakery products; Riverview

ight Area Indusiry

Creamery, dairy products;
Luciani Poultry Farm, eggs
and poultry; Linger & Sons,
bee hives; and Empire Pub-
lications, publishing and
printing. _ _

The Chamber also main-
tains an industrial commit-
tee that has assisted severat
industrial prospects in re-
cent months, and it is con-
sidering the possibility of an
industrial park in the Clo-
verdale area.

—
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. < L e - . o o
VJELCOME,"TOA CLOYERDALE! Near encugh Yo nature %o ‘enjoy it, Cloverdale is Tocated just 89 miles north
of San Francisco in & valléy through which the Ruisian River flows and which h to

allow the growth of citrus fruit which led to e{fab'is‘h?ni th

as a climete 5o mild a3
e famed Citrus Fair, R A L .

L

;. e I R I U A I RS ’ IR 3
CLOVERDALE s on U. S, Highway 101 {Redwood Hiyggvga‘y) ‘and H?g)nway-jZB, which leads to the Pacitic
Ocean, 1t is the Northern Gateway to Sonoma County and the Southern Gateway to Mendocine County,
‘in the Redwood Empire. Cloverdale also has the Bi

and Electric Company has a multi-million dollar geott
the southwest is the 80-million-dollar Warm Springs Dam and lake

closest to the recreation arca which is being developed fhrc;ugh the years, =

THE POPULATiON'of. the Cloverdale area has

grown sfea'dI[y 2s residents of other areas _have‘ discovered
its climate -and its beauty and moved out-of smog-infested, crowded cities o make their tomes heres
TRANSPORTATION: Served by the

'Pérce!

Northwestern Pacific Railroad, a number of trucking line-x,‘ United-
also has a fog-free airport with a 3,000 foat paved landing

-Sgrvica ‘and Greyhound Bus Lines, Cloverdale
strip and “six hangars. :

- . R

- - - The s B

- a

EDUCATION . is prév;&ed b

“lege within easy commuting distance. Cloverdale's junior high and high sc

3

y one high school and two clementary schools, and by Santa Rosa Junjor Col.
hool bands have won many honors.

. -

GOOé LiVlNG; is provided to is residents and guests by the many chore
xaﬁon-s'kand by its recreational fscilifies, which include
“swimming pool at_the Veterans Memorial Building.

hes, social and fraternal organi-
a full-time recreational director and - provides a

S [ PR N

"RECREATION: Whether you like™ the

v R B - - T s s
rp;)rd" active lype of recreation or just like to fazily loaf w
ing nature, you'll find ‘recteation in Cléverdaf_e. Cloverdale City Park has ‘a number
such as a fine Litile League for the small fry. Tennis, baseball, basketball and footbal
part of school life. Tarman, Park’ %s a small neighborhcod paik a
provide additional area Yor picnicking, Fishing” and swimming, in

. hile enjoy-
of organized sports,
| form a_wholesome
nd expanding plans for Wright Park. will
the™ Russian River, SRR -

Nl s e e .

MEDICAL“FACI-LF”ES ar-e,spro'\;?ded by a community ar;nbulance: two medical clinics operated b)'r'.h;o, top-
flight physicians: denfists, optometrists and, chiropraciors, and a 70-bed convalescent hospital. P

3 , ‘ R (ITtem #7

COMMERCIAL: éfoveréa!e has fine retail establishments o serve its residents and the :ur.rou-nding
1t also has fwo banks — First National and Bank of America, ) .-

are'a.
fea - - & - -

:'TlNliUST.R;.lAL: Cioverd:ale is .a growing cenfer for specialized industries, suc}; as MGM Bra'kes,r{; division of
: Indianhead, tnc., and Clover Casting. Wines, wood and wool are re

presentafive of industral Cf;averdalé,

e ; - « R
L LA "y O SN - L oy - . Tt ¥
‘AGRICULTURE:T tocared in Sonoma Counfy, one of the richest céun_ﬁw‘ in the United S}a‘le.s','_cléve'rda]e
has many prosperous ranches in ifs outlying area. Its Ciirus Fair, known throughout California ai one of a
kind, d'raws'frehmeiidousr crowdx. Another event which hag record-breaking attendance each vedr is the Clover.
dale Ram Sale, where buyers and sellers of breeds of sheep from -the western states gather. The famed Sheep
Doy Trials are {'ipa_rf of this eve &anﬂﬂg_lpe_reqp?a[ crowd-pleaser. | PR s
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] (:r;\_-v-l:}‘(i(‘MAE.Ni': Cloverda‘e is ‘governed by its City Council, with five elocted Councilmen (who elect the
Mayor), City Clerk, Treasurer, City Engincer and Superintontdcnt of Public Works. 1t has o dedicaied and
well-tratned Police Department and & wellorganized Volu

'STTIASY STEPISAOT

nteer Fire Deoparimont.

- - s

ITALIAN.SWISS architecture 1or the businrs: section 3% s00pn a: it is feasible, is bcinq slonar g for‘ Clover-
dale to atiract tourists, thousands of whom visit lealien Swiss Colony Winery af asarly Asd cach yeor. It
tekes time 4o accomplish all of a city's dreams, bithe Chamber of Commcrce and r-
munity hope that Cloverdale will come fo be knowr fa- and wide for its Italian-

has Solvang, Calif. for its Danish image ard Leaverworth, Wash. for ity

. :

sideats of 4he com-
Swits strosphors, just ag
Bavarian thaiene

‘Axenaqgeg

(LT Y

TOURISM, which s Y Tast-growing industry in the state;
verdale, B, C., Canada as our Sister City, with the resulf;
visits by .large groups of the fwo community's residents. Tourists, to the city find & wolcome .§ *he Ta.rist!
Center and information sbout fown and the  many fine restaurants and moi:’fs.'os well sy brochats about!
other communities throughout California, which are distributed with such “genuine .‘ri‘e':_sd;',r.rss that '_?r.«u'cfc}:f

know we mean it when we say: "WELCOME T_O CLOVERDALE"

has had a decided Luost by the adoption of CT:)":
ng warm and friendly relatissklp and “xchangs?
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“The World Meets- in
Cloverdale” is the theme for the
1971 Citrus "Fair and the
Floriculture Department en-
couraged flower arrangers
from Cloverdale to enter
something with an international
flavor. Holidays are also being

*featured by :the department,
is open to Novice, :

which’
Amateur, Intermediate and
Advanced Arrangers. ‘

Arrangements in the Novice
Class” include: “Martha
-"Washington” - Something
dainty and gay; *‘‘Oriental
Interlude” - using fans as ac-
cessories; and “I Love Pink” -
with an arrangement in shades
of pink.

Amateur Class features;:’

““Valentine’s Day” - something
romantic and colorful;
“Memories™ - using a container
of the past; and “Nature’s
Treasure’ - exhibitors in-
‘terprelation. -
“Intermediates include;-
..*“Remember When?'’,

- “Lavender and Old Lace” and
“Japanese Tea Garden.” '+

%wﬁg E

1,

“de Wmter Bndal Bouquet”
all white; “Stand Tall” - an
arrangement using tall flowers
and greenery; and “Follies
Parisienne” which should be a
colorful arrangement using
feathers, with an accent on
color... . .

2 “For Men Only” i§ " an" “en—
tertammg section to provide -
gentlemen arrangers with an
area for compelition; Two
classes are ““Red Hot” and
“*Smoke Signals.”

Dried Arrangements can be
“Indian Summer” or “Hello,

Cloverdale!” Entry Hall
Arrangements; “On the
Riviera” - is a dried

arrangement using driftwood.

l Specxal Arrangements an

B Advanced ai*rangers may try -

open class, includes; *“It’s 2
Big, Wide, Wonderful World;”
“Citrus, Wme and Wood;” and
“Your Own Back Yard. »
-Also  included in- the
Floriculture section are Potted
Plants;. African : Violets;
Bonsai; Cacti and Succu]ents*
and Bu!b Bloom.

t

i
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‘What I#'s

The orange tree, which
, has become a living, rowing
symbol in the North Bay Area of
" the superiority of Cloverdale’s .

n chmate and soil, ﬂrst came {o
‘ Cloverdale not as a tree, but as

a tmy ‘seed harbored in an

crange p}ucke-d m the Canal

-Zome.,

_ Oneof vthe trees that sprouted

from the seeds that were
carefully imbedded in the soil i in -
the yard of Mary Jane Crawford ~
has lived to reach 100 years of
age and is still bearing fruit in
goodly quantities in the yard of
Walter Somonson, who resides
at 112 University St. .

This wonderous tree can be .
seen in all its green and gold

-finery from Hwy. 101 as one

motors northward. It is, indeed,

" a monument to the lovmg

hands, the unheralded volun-

- teers, the bounteous gifts” of -

nature that ‘have " made-
Cloverdale the orange capxtol of
the North . T

area is seomething of which
growers can be justly proud,
‘and . our Citriculture Depart-
ment at the Citrus Fair offers a
fine opportunity to show off,”

'Vaxle Taylor of Cxtrlcu}ture

RS A S

2 i LIS e
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Cha!rman for 1971 stated today,

Citriculture ranks second
only to the Citrus Feature
Exhibits at the Fair, and
judging takes place at 8 a.m. on’
February 12, openmg mornmg
of the Fair.: -+ -4

Grapefruit, oranges Iemcns
7 limes, tangerines and any other
cxtrus varieties are judged in
" the Cxtnculture Divisiofi, with
nbbon awards for first through -
ﬁfth and trophy awards for:
Best and Most Complete
Exhibit, Best Lomon Exhibit, -
Best Orange Exhibit, Iargest
orange and largest lernon .
" The rules which apply in
Citriculture, and are -strictly
enforced, are: Exhibits must be
at the exmblt hall one hour

fore judging; uniform plates
w111 be furnished by the Fair;
 fruit must be grown in Sonoma,
Mendocino or Lake counties
_during the current season; .all |
fruit must be cut thh at Ieast 1,&

_‘- inch stems.’
“Cztrus frult in the. Clm erdale ’

- To quahfy for the “Best and
Most  Complete
" trophy, entries by individuals
must be made in at least three
of the six groups. There must be
competition between two or
_more ex_hxblmrs for the trophy.

uod TLeT ‘Axenageg ‘9TTToady OTePISAOTD

Exhibit’”
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2 erznges
h.“*e *‘“nt:‘i In te year of
f2ry Jans (‘mwiord whose
grc za thumb ves \w.ll-m.mn
arcund town, That wes in the
year 1223, and this plnnting in-
time gave riia to the birth of
the Citrus Fair tradition

some 24 yeors Inter,

As the szodlings prew znd
ched undar the hand of
ford, they beoame

end a tople of

a wvondar
ceavernation thrw‘ntf*zt tha
‘flegling little town no:tled on
the banks of the Russlan
River. Whea the tiny trees

finzlly bezen to produce

It dalicious fruit, it
cavzzd a kind of *fever’ and

‘epidemic of orenge tree
planling began. Residents
thea began to experiment wi-
th other kinds of citrus
fruits, but the orange
remzincd the “king” of the
‘eron. ‘

Craform

his orznmes St hebed =,

whole tree, fruit end el dug
up, placed on a railrozd flat
car and hauled to San.
Freancizco to an e‘po*;tion
Smell planting of navels and
Valcneias were made here
and there throuzhtout the
valley es farmers tected the
variation in Jocal climatic
cenditions to  learn whjgh
areas were the most frost-
fres. There was even on
planting of red or “blood”
oranges that produced much-
talked zhout fruit,

All the enthusinem for the

oranges gicered . the proud.:

and butfen-poppin’ feormers
to an almost combustible

showing of the wonderful
fruit tbvy raiced, In Library
Hall, where Mrs.Gordon’s
storc building now stands, the
first Citrus Fair wes held in
1832. The hall was vs«d by the
Congregational Church were
they beld their Chryssn-
thamum Faire, Evidently this
. 80owing only gerved to ignite
the . already red-hot en-
thusiasm. and in the local
paper we find this notice.’

Tet us organize a Citrus
Fair Ascociation, A mesting
is called toaicht after the.
Evening BMail at the Reveille
office to orzganize a Citrus
Fair Associationn,

““There. ‘are ' enough
oranges, lemons and olives in
this vincinty to mske  a
megnaificent dizplay, We bope
to goe a good turpout.”

SUE e N3 AV N
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Joo Y ‘3
F“ﬁ) .tk ond
Hate Lot ac‘._,, darghiccs
(xf Col. Armg!ma? were
ehnirmen of the CGuryian-
thzmura Fair, Thsy and their
father concelvedthaidez of a
citres frir for Cloverdzle and
szveral of the first fairs were
held € in Librory HeB -
In 1837, the first Ctires Fair
building wzs erected on the
lot, which is DO 'npty axt
o0 the Perk of Amsrica
uildhg on Cloverdale
Eo!cv‘.r‘d formerly West
Streat,

The' suecess and  en-

thusizem of their first fairen -

couraged growers to compvte
with elaborate designs in
citres, until finally the vnique
sizill und ‘:‘crnoue vere

3
q

B

Ci«.ru" Falr sﬁﬂ be chuch fu Xl 0{ iwrziz.u fegrtizlz

n buzy for months erex

The turnout 51
pleasaed
-they elscied J.B. Armstrong
to be the first president of the
aszocistion, with W.T. Brush,
secretary, and G@O’Ee B.

Bzer, the nraspapor elfitor,
The fair wog oot for Fol ilzy,
J‘.ux.:r and  Saturdsy,

and hemehoked breads and cosliles,

precesds will go 6o the Buildiag Fund of i’ 7
Cbri t of Latter Day Q"intﬁ, In Cloverdals
tng i:&nflzf‘“.
amma of home baked bread will o

taz;xc,a"c’e whis at E,cg d w Lifc

cemed o have

»ozgﬁnlmsand

. time Eorored
teekmqu 3 etill detcrmine
the winces In the Qs
Feature Exhibits,

Growthk and progasss of tha
Cifrus Fair, which ia the last
few years bazfz alleoeence
In exess of 17,000 falrgrers,
p_r’ﬂes tha rovith of t.s.’
City of Clovécdale. In tha
traditlon of Cloverdale's

£irit of m*mnvmty prida,

volunteers work logsther to’
exnibit In more than 49
departmeats; \ﬂt‘a cempation
mest keza Tin the Citnm
Exhibit Eall, . R
Cloverdale takes pride in

its spirit of .ncrv*“p end -

Y U; 14 g {""" znd Lhe
Cxtrus Felr providss j;'s.t the

P Arts, Crafts, hondimade gellts, pillsws, stelned glzes
creations T ;

o i S0

Cloverdale t.he day before the folr 23 the v
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PART THREE

The Italian Swiss Colony Winery

Leon Adams, author of THE WINES OF AMERICA, devotes several

pages in his book to the history of the Italian Swiss Colony
winery, Asti, Ca., perhaps the most famous winery in the United
States. This honor belongs to it in large part because it had
at one time, the largest wine advertising budget of any winery
in the nation. The "little ole wine maker me" was a popular
radio commercial once widely recognized.

Adams begins his section on Italian Swiss Colony:

"The Italian Swiss Colony at Asti, four miles south-
east of Cloverdale, is huge, historic, and unique. More
people visit this winery--400,000 a year--than any other
in the world, because .it borders the main tourist route
between the Pacific Northwest and California, US 101, and
signs for miles beckon them to stop" (page 281, 1978 edi-

tion) .

If Adams' figures are correct, about four million plus people

have visited the winery from 1970 to 1980 alone. The winery
has been a popular tourist spot for most of the yvears of the
twentieth century; the number of visitors to the winery becomes
almost astronomical to calculate.

The Italian Swiss Colony was founded in 1881, although its
first commercial wine making probably does not predate the year
1887. It recently celebrated the centennial of its founding.

IN ALL OF THE VAST AMOUNT OF PUBLICITY DEVOTED TO THIS WINERY

54



VISIT OUR

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER

in the Owl Plaza located at the
South end of Cloverdale

call 894-2862

for further information write to:

CLOVERDALE CHAMBER
of
COMMERCE

P. O.Rox 476 Cloverdale, Ca 95425

(8# 3o9Tydued)

URAL NAGLALVE 1AL \/EL ALIEGALIVGY AVig Wi RARIAUD

North of the Golden Gate Bridge.
SETTING: In a beautiful valley surrounded by

wooded coastal mountains,

CLIMATE: Mild, fog free, smog free

Annual rainfall: approximately 40 inches.

MILES TQ: COAST (via State Highway 128) 57
UKIAH 28
EUREEA 182
SANTA ROSA 30
San Francisco (via freeway) 82
ko k *

CALENDAR of ANNUAL EVENTS

CRAB CIOPPINO FEED
Last Saturday in January

CITRUS FAIR AND PARADE
Washington’s Birthday Weekend (Friday
thru Monday)
Parade at 11:00 A. M. on Saturday.

KITE FESTIVAL — Mid April

EVERYTHING GOES
Cloverdale Talent Show — Late April

TRIP TO SISTER CITY-CLOVERDALE, B.C.
Mid May

CLOVERDALE AIR SHOW AND FLY IN
Cloverdale Airport — Mid June

RAM SALE AND SHEEP DOG TRIALS
Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend

FATHER’S DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
City Park

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE INSTALLATION
Last Saturday in June

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
July 4 (1976 only)

ART FESTIVAL
Mid August weekend—Grape Arbor at Asti

FIREMEN'S NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL

Citrus Fair

CLUVERDA

Sonoma County, Califor

WELCOMES

YOU



Boulevard

Citrus Fair Exhibiz

ELEVATION: 333’ }
POPULATION: 3,500

2 Airport Fishine The Ruccion Rivor



55

AND/OR COLONY, DURING THE PAST 100 OR SO YEARS, IT HAS SO FAR
PROVEN IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND ONE REFERENCE TO THE WINERY BEING
LOCATED IN ALEXANDER VALLEY.

As a matter of fact, tens of thousands of pamphlets are
distributed every year at the winery's tasting room which even
today make no reference to the winery being in Alexander Valley.
(See actual sample of this pamphlet, next page. There is one
small error in the text of the pamphlet, which states only
20,000 people visit Asti each year. An official of the winery
now claims that about 200,000 people a year visit the winery.)

One of the earliest descriptions of the Italian Swiss

Colony was published in the daily Sonoma County Democrat, Santa

Rosa, Ca., March 20, 1886. The second paragraph helps place
the location of the Colony:
"The next subject worthy of note which commanded

our attention was the Italian~Swiss Colony, which is

situated on the main road about four miles south of

Cloverdale, and extending along the same on both sides

about two and one-half miles. This colony was estab-

lished in 1881...."

Although Cloverdale is mentioned several times in the text
of the story, Alexander Valley is not. (See xerox copy of story
on following pages.)

One of the earliest stories on the Colony to be published

in California's principal wine journal of the time, the Pacific

Wine and Spirit Review, San Francisco, Ca., appeared in the

issue of March 20, 1893. Again, the Colony's location is quickly
identified for all the journal's readers, in the opening para-

graph:



{//he best way to appreciate
Colony wines is to come to
the source. More than
20,000 people visit Asti,
California each year to ad-
mire our beautiful, gently roll-
ing vineyards and tour our
winery. You'll see modern
grape-crushing facilities, the
fermentation and “redwood
forest” of aging tanks, and
the blending room where age-
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old skills are combined with
sophisticated technology to
create the finished wine.

At the end of the tour, you
are invited to visit our tasting
room, where you may sample
an assortment of Colony
wines. Tastings are con-
ducted by friendly,
knowledgeable hosts who will
happily answer your questions
about wines and winemaking.
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It began a century ago as the dream of
Italian businessman Andrea Sbarboro.
It stands today as one of California’s
most respected wineries, producing

award-winning wines at affordable

prices.

Sbarboro came to America from the
rolling wine country of northern ltaly.
His native land, where the warm [talian
sun is tempered by the cool climate of
nearby Switzerland, is ideal for the

production of fine wines. Sharboro
wanted to find such a land in America.
His search ended in the gentle hills and

valleys of California’s northern

Sonoma County, 80 miles north of

San Francisco. Here, with a group of
early settlers from ltaly and 56
Switzerland, he established in 1881
what came to be known as the ltalian
Swiss Colony. He called the viticultural
colony “Asti,” after an important wine
region of Italy.

Even a century ago, winemaking was
not new to California. The early
Spanish padres had planted vineyards
at their missions in the late 1700's.

But they used native grapes, which

were not suitable for the production of

fine, dry table wines.

a%arboro planted the
classic varietal vines of
Europe in his Sonoma
County vineyards where
climate influences were
ideal. Then, in 1888,
Pietro Rossi became
president and for 25
years led Colony to inter-

Sralian Swiss Colony
blends skills that literally
have been handed down
through generations with

modern techniques to pro-
duce wines of a fresh,
clean style that are ap-
propriate for the most
elegant tables, Tailored to
the taste of Americans to-
day, Colony wines are of-
fered in a full range, from
the dry varietals, created

national acclaim and
awards, including the
prestigious Grand Prix at
Turin.

Such worldwide acclaim
continues to this day,
reflecting a century of ex-
pertise and care in the
fine art of winemaking.,

principally from one type
of grape, to the generics
which are blends of several
varietals and vintages to
maintain consistency from
year to year.

Whether varietal or generic,
Colony wines continue to
win acclaim. We're proud
of our century-old reputa-
tion for producing con-
sistently good, affordable
wines for all occasions.




"The Journey Northward"

"The Italian Swiss-Colony-A Business Enterprise"

v
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We felt refreshed sod i 1gorated next
morning, when we bade the Geyservilleites
adien aud continued on our journey. The
courtesy extended us, and the novel and
¢difying experience of the cvening pre-
vions, were tiil foremost of our thenghts,
und wiil doubtless claim a niche in our
memeoery till that fuculty Yadcs into obliv-
jon and obscurity. B

R

TILE ITALIAN-8WISS COLONY,

The next subject worthy of note which
commauded our attenticn was the Itnlian«
Swigg colony, which is situated on, the:
maein road about four miles conth of Clo,
verdale, und extending along the same on
both sides about two and one-half miles.
This colony was established in 1881, by an
Ttahan capitalist named Giovaunini, who
induced a number of his wealthy country-
men to embark in the enterprise, and thud
a joint stock company was formed. From
the stockholders eight directors wors
elected, nnd Mr. Giovannini, the projector;
‘was chosen Secretary and Manager; E;

Yasenova, President; G. Ginocchio, Trenss
urer, and C. Mecchi, Superinténdent. 'i‘his:
‘tract of over 14,000 acres was purchased ad
the small sum of $15 per acre, and the
"work of clearing theland and plenting the
same to vines was at once beguu, znd;

“pushed forward with s degreo of energy.
;and enterprise that surprised every one,.
iTn about turee years some 400 acres of}

‘brushy and heuvily timbered land was
'cleared, put in shape and planted. Af
every gate opening from this land to the!
main road is erected a large signboard, on?
which is painted the words “ Italian-Swiss!
Colony.” The silent and concealed stiD-»
ner in which the work and business of the
‘company was conducted gave rise to £0me
idle and unfounded rumors, many beliey-
ing to this day that these people are mem-
bers of somse religious clique, who came
from Ttaly banded together on some 1nys-,
terious religious theory, and who were?
endeavoring to solve the social problems,
or to elucidate a principle unapparent to-
the casual observer, by living together and¥
having everything in common.. e bt

THEIR ANNUAL PICNICS. s

These rumors were strengthened whens
on the year after this colony was esteb-
liahed there arrived from San Francisco a-
hundred fashionable and aristooratic Ttals
‘jaus, the majority of whom were: young.
adics end gentlemen, who spent about uf
weolz on the colony, dancing, foasting, pic<
‘nicing and. haying & good time generallyy
It was claimed by those who were s_np-‘
posed to know that the visiting Ttaliang

“were members of the same order, snd tha,”

these festivities were ren2ions ordered byx
the lenders for the purpose of strengthen-,
ing the purposes for‘wb:ch the colony was
organized. It is claimed that some of the
young bloods of Oloverdale were deeply
wmitten with the charming Italian mnidens,!

but were nnsnccessful in obtaining invitas -

tions to any of their gatherings, their ud-
vauces being repulsed at evéry poxn.t, w.e

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE SUPEKINTENDENT,
We found Mr. Mecchi in the fields sg+

perintending the vineyara work. Hg --

langhed very heartily when we -spoke of
the rumors in regard to the communistic
theory of the colony, and said that it was
8 mere business, enterprise, and nothing.
more. He ciplained that the picnics
which took place on the grounds of the
colony c¢aoch ycar were composed of the,
fumilies nnd friends of the city stockhold.!

ers who come there each spring for reerd4

ation and enjoyment. - The clearing of thei
fand was found to have been done so:
wuch cheaper than avy other similar work]
ot which we ever heard, that for the bene-:
fit of those interested in the subject wei
give a few facts and figures concerving in*
The clearing. was all contracted for, audg
cost the compauy very little, the wood on*
the timbered paris more thr._n paring i.m.s’,

* s

putting the lond in shape” Un the hEFLAS
portions, whe e manzelita existed EE\
ebundance, it cost from & 1o §5 per aciat
-The manzanita roots werd naii6 infQ char.
coal, the value of which very. noarly
equalled the cost ot elearing.” Where th’e
brush was auch that the roots gonld not L
niade into charcoal the average cust of |
seventy-five scres was £22 per acre. The
other work is ull performed Uy laborers
who are paid from $20 to $25 per month
in the winter, and from $30 to $35 iu the!
summer, bourd uand lodging furnished.
The lattercosts abont thirly cents per man
per day. In winter thirty-five men ure
employed, and about half that number in
the summer. There ure abount thirty head
of horses used. The1~o are B0V ncres of
grapes under cultivation, the vines being
from 2 to 5 yearsold; and abont fifty acres
will be put out the present season. There
43 also about 200 acres of grain and cornj
ander, cualtivation. The varieties of
*gra"{)eé "planted are about the same
gs planted by otber vineyardists. Mr.]
Iecchi, however, informed the writer that
Here was now en route from Ttaly 10,000
ines, all of which were choice Italian
Eorts, ; Tho company is making prepara-
%ions to erect a large brick winery next
~eur on the northern part of the estate
swhich adjoins the railrcad and on which }
there is an excellent stream of water. The
srailroad compapy has agreed to puat in a
-switch and station for their convenience,
and they claim that they can sell all the
wine thay they can make at goovd prices
Yor many years to come to their Italian
triendd throughon§ the state. -
2& -
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"In the beautiful Russian River Valley, protected
by high hills, thickly covered with firs, oaks, madrones
and immense pine trees, is situated the now famed Italian-
Swiss Agricultural Colony. It lies in a delightful basin
four miles south of Cloverdale" (underlining added).

This article, or this writer at least, saw the Colony and
the town of Cloverdale, apparently, situated in a separate and
distinct "basin," apart from the Russian River Valley itself
and certainly having nothing to do with the Alexander Valley.
The "basin" concept for the locale of Cloverdale and the Colony
has been noted previously in the portion devoted to Cloverdale.

Many of the maps provided in the Cloverdale section, convey the

idea that the town and immediate vicinity, is "nestled" serenely

in some type of geographic pocket or basin. This may account

for the lack of any historical reference to the town being a

part of Alexander Valley.




 preIFie WINE AND SPIRIT

IR E . T

REVIEW

THE ITALIAN-SWISS COLONU.
History of its Organization and Progress at Asti, Sonama Gounty.

In the heantiful Russian River Valley, protected Ly high
hills, thickly covered with firs, oakes, madrones and immense
pine trees, is situated the now famed Italian-Swiss Agricultural
Colony. It lies in a delightful basin four miles south of Clover-
dale. i

The Colony was organized by Mr. AL Sharboro and assoriates
in IS8T, Tt commenced with a membership of one hundred per-
sons. who paid into the general fund one dollar per month for
cach share of stock which they owned. on the same plan as
Mutual Loan Associations. from which it was an of'spring.  Ax
soon as 810,000 was in the treasury. a committee was appointed
to seleet asite for the colony.  After traveling all cver the Stat.,
the committee finally selected a tract of 1500 acres. then known
ax the Truitt ranch. four miles southeast of Cloverdale. horder-
ing on Russian river and being on the Jine of the San Francisco
and North Pacific Railway Cowmpany. on which it has a station
that wax named Asti. the name of a district in Ttaly. where the

e g S P R [k
winery, and from the Russian river.? A‘side track from the g

Francisco and North Pacific- Railway Company is laid in ¢
of the establishment, thus’ perwitting the wine to be pyy, o
from the winery into casks already loaded on the cars, by ;7
the wine can be sent direct by the Southern Pacifie ()oml,;“”.'l'

New York, Chicago and all parts of the United States Withgy,
single re-handling. .
During the past secason nearly 4000 tous of grape. W

crushed, making about 602,000 gallons of wine, of at leas lin
varieties, all of which fermented to perfeetion. A large quy,, |
of brandy was also made, and the distillery will pr()h:\b]_\' (™ 1‘":-‘
running during the entire winter. o
The improvements on the farm arve all on a vast seale i)
good taste.  The officers” quarters are equal to the fines ., |
try homes in Sonoma county, surrounded by heautiful w o
where may be scen the finest and most delicate flowers bl .
all the year round. »
The population of the Colopy is augmenting fast. by,
natural inerease and the arrival of new comers. The
house on the prewises is well attended, one family alone %
Colony being blessed with ten children. -

v

finest wines are produced.  This place was selected on account
of its similavity to the most favored parts of Italy, its climate
and soil permitting of the growing of almost anything produced
in that favored land. Many of the plants set out have been im-
ported direet from Ttaly, and now the olive of Lucea and Riviera
the Mediterrancan orange. the figs of Naples. the Barbera and
Nebiolo vines of (Asti, and the Chianti vines of Tuseany thrive
side by side at the Colony, as though they had uever been dis-
turbed from their original bed.

All the work done on this vast plantation is performed by
experienced Ttalian vitieulturists and horticulturists on the same
general plan as followed in the mother country.

At the present time the Colony has nearly 1000 acres of
choice foreign grape vines. 100 acres of orchard, consisting of
olives, lemons, Ttalian chestnuts, oranges, ete., and the work is
~teadily going on; more than 100 laborers and 50 teams being
continnally employved to grub trees up by the roots, plow, dig and
tarn the wild forests into delightful and profitable orchards and
vinevards,

\ conerete building for a winery with a eapacity of over
eehoho gatlons has been erected on the premisces, together with
wAarge and complete distillery and machinery, all of modern im-
provements,  Abmndant water is supplied by springs above the

The postoflice of Asti has been established, and beaurt
villas have been built. A town site has Leen laid out andist
of the projects of the near future.  Although the Colony hasle
in existence only a little over ten years. its fame has alrew
gone abroad for and wide. The wines of the Colony hi
awarded the highest premiom at the Columbian Exposi
Genoa, Italy. and also the highest premium, a gold meda!
the Exposition lately held in Dublin, Ireland. This ghve
good name to all the wines of California, but it especially she+
the adaptability of the soil around Asti to produce som:of**
finest wines in the world.

The Colony has its vaunlts, occupying the entire Dblock
Montgomery street in San Francisco, and has established ar
cies in New York. Chicago and New Orleans and has trav
agents all over the United States and Europe. The officers -
the Colony ave: P. C. Ressi. President; Dr. G. Ollino, Viee-I"~
dent; A. Sharboro, Sceretary: London & San Francisco B
(Limited), Treasurer. and the following directors: A, Mal
A. Malm. M. J. Fontana. 1. Cuenin. D. Paroni and P. Can}

Sonoma county and especially the surroundings of (“1”"‘
dale and Healdsburg, contains thousands of acres of virgin~
which with the enterprise shown by the gboye Colony. ¢ *
made {o bloom like the garden of Eden,
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It is apparent from advertisements placed in newspapers
and the wine trade journals, that the owners of the Italian
Swiss Colony never considered the winery or vineyards a part
of Alexander Valley. The Colony was a heavy advertiser in

the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review, particularly in the years

1900 to 1920 and then in the successor to this publication,

the California Grape Grower. Frequently during this period,

full page advertisements ran in every other issue of the

Pacific Wine and Spirit Review. The four advertisements

presented on the following pages are typical of those placed

by the Colony: Pacific Wine and Spirit Review, November 30,

1900; same publication, November 30, 1909; California Grape

Grower, April 1, 1921 and August 1, 1922.



P. C. ROSSI

Y 4. GBARBORO,
PRESIDERT ®

BECRETARY

A8TI, SONORA CO., CAL.
IADERA, MADERA CO., CAL.

. PRODUCERS OF THE FINEST . .

RNIA WINES and B

AN D
v 4 e Y p;% T 11T N1 AR Sweet
SPERKLING CHEMPHGNES 5=
(NATURALLY FERMENTED IN BOTTLES) TRADE-MARK REGISTERED OOTOBER 8TH, 1895,
Giramnd Diploma of Hlonor Giold Mednl Dublin, Ireland, 1802
Highest Award Genon, Italy, 1892 Grold Mednl Columbian Txp’n, 18403
Grold Medal Cal. Midwy. Fair, 1804 Silver Medal Bordoaux, France, 1805
LDEFOLD and CELILARSG, 717-719-721 BATITERY ST
MAIN OFFICE, &6i8 MONTGOMERY STREET, - - B8AN FRANCISCO

P. C. ROSSI VERMOUTH and FERNET-AMARO
Grold Medal Tuaxin, 1884 4+ + Highest Award Ohicagoe, 1894

L. GANDOLFI & CO., EasTERN AGENTS rranian vorSymm or— om
3

: E@7-43L WEST BROADKW AT, INETW: TORID
% . Pr— SPECIALTIES OF THE COLONY TIPO CHIANTI AND ALTAR WIKES.
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LARCGEST PRODUCERS OF THE FINEST

Viceyaeds, Winerles and Cellass at Astty Fulton, Cloverdale and Sebastapo! fn Sonoma County; Madera, Madera County; Selma and Kingsbury In
Frezao County, and Leroore fn Kings Couaty, Caltforata,

PRODUCERS OR

ﬁamriﬂy Trede-Mark
Fermented 1o Registered
Bottles October 8, 1535

GRAND DIPLOMA OF HQOROR, ‘Genos, ltaly, 1892 GOLD MEDAL, Dub!‘n.lrsland.' 1882 GOLD MEDAL, CAL.MIDW, FAIR, 1884
GOLD MEDAL, COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, 1883* GOLD HEDAL, Turln, 18988 SILVER MEDAL, BORDEAUX, FRANCE, 1895

’

SPECISALTIES OF THE COLONY:

‘MSTASY 3TITAS pue SUTM OrFroed

‘gcé‘ ATauonbeiy pPeoTIIED JUSWSSTIIDADE
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e P, C. ROSSI VERMOUTH AND FERNET-AMARO Hg

’ GOLD MEDAL, TURIN, 1884¢ . HIGHEST AWARD, CHICAGO, 1894 \OD 8

- . PROPRIETORS OF THE AMER[CAN YINTAGE COMPANY ‘}u'j §
Jifice and Salesrooms: Corner Battery and Greenwich Sts., San Francisco, Cals’

0
i TRD)

Yaults: 1235-1267 Battery St. 101-160 Greenwich St. 1334-1339 Sansome St.
NEW YORK OFFICE: West 11th and Washington Sts,
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is better |
than the
stuff that |
dreams~ |
are made
of ?

GRAPE JUICE

We are ready to distribute pure paosteurized red grape
juice of the 1920 vintage, made at Asti, Sonoma County,
from the finest varieties of European grapes, grown on
hillside vineyarda. .

Qur prices nre somewhat higher than any others quoted.
But our juices are of a quality that in unaurpnaaed. Let
ua send samples and quotations.

Offices: 12 Geary Street, San Francisco

ASTI GRAPE PRODUCTS COMPA

What product is now being manufactured that again
makes available the famous grapes of Asti, grown in “The
Valley of the Moon" on the vineyards formerly belonging
to the Italian-Swiss Colony? '

What better indication of the quality of this product than
the knowledge that from these same grapes and these same

vineyards came TIPO and GOLDEN STATE CHAM-
PAGNE of world-wide fame?

A PURE GRAPE JUICE CONCENTRATE

This is Nature's newest product of the age-old vine. These wonderful

grapes of Asti are pressed and the pure juice is concentrated. Only water is
removed. Nothing is added, not even sugar. The natural flavor and tang

remain,  Two kinds are produced, RED and WHITE. Write or phone

for prices.
v

Plants: Asti, Chianti, Cloverdale, Sonoma County
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I YOUR “FRUIT JUICES” MADF FROM THE 1922 GRAPE CROP CAN BE
' : MATERIALLY IMPROVED BY “BLENDING” WITH ,

: A NATURAL, MATURED
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Agencies in nearly all sections of the United States. Stock carried in cold storage in various central points,
; Inquire for nearest delivery point,

| . ASTI GRAPE | CTS C

‘ EDMUND A, ROSS|, Prasident F. SEGHESIO, Vice-Prasident ROBERT D. ROSSI, Secretary-Treanurer
Owners of the famous Aasti Vineyard and Plant

I . Formerly owned by the Italian-Swiss Colony -

M e Vineyards and Plants: Asti, Chianti and Cloverdale, Sonoma Co., Cal.

3 B . OFFICES: 12 GEARY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

: " ‘ Also Producers of “MOONMIST”—Wine Grape Juice Concentrate—from “The Valley of the Moon.”
h n

:
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A great many stories were carried in newspapers and trade
journals on the Colony. Almost anything that happened there
seemed to make news. (The Colony had a full-time public rela-
tions person in H. F. Stoll, from about 1905 on and this
probably accounts for so much publicity. It is believed that
the first motion pictures of wine making in California were
filmed in 1909 at the winery.) One story which must have been
carried in many newspapers, concerns the burning of the superin-
tendent's residence in May 1910. As a story in the Pacific

Wine and Spirit Review relates, many distinguished guests stayed

here, from kings to society figures. There are several references
to the view from the house, such as "One of the notable features
of the Villa Pompeii is the long wild grapevine arbor overlooking
the Russian River . . ." but no mention of any Alexander Valley

(see following page).



Passing of a Notable Land Mark

FAMOUS o014 landmark of Sonom

on Sunday night, May 15th, w
‘dence at Asti was destroyed by fire
fortable building was erected during the sixties
chased by the Italian-Swiss Colony in 1881
paired and renovated from attic to founq
cared for and in jts vop
trees, beautiful- shrubs
presented a cheerful
Among the di

and multi-colored flowers
and inviting appearance
stinguished people entert
plomats, ministers, university presidents and even royalty.
Prince Luigi of Savoy, son of {he late King of Spain and cousin
of the present King of Italy, visited the Colony in 1896 with
his suite of ten officers—in the party being Count Cagni, with
whom Luigi afterwards went to explore the Iolap regions,
Prince Ferdinand of Ravoy also enjoyed the hospitality of the
Colony, in 1903, witl Count Marenco di Moriondo and his suite
of cight officers. So delighted were the royal parties with Astj
that they remained thepe several days and the members were
profuse in their expressions of genuine admiration,

In the summer months it was vustmnm;\' to entertain visitors
at dinner out of doors, in a green arbor just off the dining

room.  Not long ago, Mrs. T. M. Malasani, wife of tne popular

superintendent of the Colony, transformed this beauty spot

into a hower of aolden oranges in honor of the visit of Governor
J. N. Gillett. Unfortunately however, it drizzled the morning
of his arrival and dinner Was served indoors instead.
The burned building is to be replaced by a picturesque modern
structure, hut in the meantime, the Italian-Swiss Colony will
“pot lack for proper accommodations and facilities to entertain
" poted visitors. Not far away, on a small hillock overlooking the
valley, is the rustie and commodions bungalow of P, (. Rossi,
It is called “Buen Retiro” and here the President of the Colony
"and his large family and theiy friends spend thejr summer va-
[ cation.  Just opposite the Asti station is the “Villa Pompeii,”
"Audro:l Nbarboro's reinforeed concrete fac-simile of the Vetti
House uncovered among the ashes of Vesuvius at Pompeii. 1t ig
P oue of the show places of California, ‘
" One of the notable features of the Villa Pompeii is the long
E’n-ild grapevine arhor overlooking Russian River, where over two
“hundred guests can he seated at the rustic table built for the
Fpurpose. It was here that the Sons of Hermann were enter-
tained at Iuncheon by the Ttalian-Swiss Colony on Weidnesday,
{ May 11th.  About 150 of the delegates that convened at Santa
"Rosa made the trip to Asti in automobiles. They visited the
yinery, inspected the new champagne plant where the hottling
of effervescent wines was in full progress, and then enjoyed
L'fheir Tunceh at the villa, when they had a chance to taste the
E‘g}uny's choicest wines,

a County was wiped out
hen the superintendent’s resi.
- The old-fashioned but com-
» and when pur-
» Was thoroughly re-
ation. It was well
ant setting of fine old oaks, orange

» it always

ained there were di-
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One of the guests in the superintendent's house just a few
months previously was the governor of California in 1910, J. N.
Gillett. Of particular interest in the coverage of his stay are
the remarks to him from Pietro Rossi, president of the Colony:

"It gives us great pleasure to have you as our
guest in this beautiful spot in Sonoma County, which
thirty years ago was considered a barren waste fit
only for grazing purposes, supporting only a thousand
sheep and offering little encouragement for future
development. Today we will have an opportunity to
show you what a wonderful transformation has taken
place in this brief span of thirty years..."

This story is taken from the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review

of February 28, 1910. There are several references to Asti,
California, even to nearby Cloverdale, in the story but none to
Alexander Valley. The phrase "barren waste" used by Rossi would
never fit any part of Alexander Valley, even in its pristine
state! (See xerox copy, following page.)

The Santa Rosa Press Democrat's Special Edition of January

28, 1912 devoted a full page to the Colony winery. The opening
paragraph of the story begins:

"The largest dry wine vineyard in the world is
located at Asti, some five miles south of Cloverdale.
Thirty years ago this magnificent property was a
sheep pasture, the land being covered with grass and
wild oats and with oaks and madrona trees. Today it
is a beauteous landscape of vine and villa..."

In a special boxed story on the same page, entitled "Cali-
fornia's Most Famous Winery," the text begins:

"One of the show places of Sonoma county is the
ITtalian-Swiss Colony's immense winery and vineyard at
Asti, where more distinguished visitors have been
entertained than at any similar institution in Cali-
fornia. Besides the largest wine-tank in the world,
with a capacity of 500,000 gallons, just ten times
as large as the famous tun of Heidelberg...."
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ITEXN Governor J. N. Gillett alighted at the station at Asti

_ at noon Friday, he was given an enthusiastic reception
by the school children and residents of the district. An elabo-
rate luncheon was served at the Colony House of the Italian-
Bwiss Colony, where the Governor had an opportunity to taste
some of the choicest wines of the State. In the afternoon, he
was driven over the 2,500-acre vineyard of the colouy and then
inspected every department of the immense winery and storage
vaults, .

The Governor was especially interested in the new two-story
reinforced concrete building, 100 by 100 feet, which is nearing
completion and is intended for the manufacture of Califoruia
champagne. While the colony for years has produced, together
with their excellent dry wines, several high-class sparkling
wines, they have made this branch of the industry only a side
issue. But now that Cougress has adopted the new {ariff pro-

“tecting native sparkling wines, it is their intention to manufac-
ture champagne on a large scale, and in order to provide the
necessary funds to carry on the undertaking successfully, they
have recently added about $300,000 more to their capitalization.
- When, some years ago, Governor Gillett was a representative
of Congress, he showed his loyalty to California by working
hard fur a tariff that would protect the products of this State.
This prompted Mr. . C. Rossiy when they were examining the
vaults on the lower floor, to remark: “Goveruor, you arc in a
way responsible for the ercetion of this building, for if we had
not been encouraged by the favorable new tarift of Congress
on wines, we never would have dreamed of putting more of our
time, energy and capital into the development of this costly
champague enterprise.”

"And as they emerged from the building and looked over the
_ smiling landscape, Mr. Rossi added: “Undoubtedly one of
these days we will have the satisfaction of having you as one
of our representatives in the Senate at Washington, D. €*,; and
very probably further discussions will arise on the benefits of a
protective tariff. We hope you will remember the day you
visited Asti and saw the inception of our production of cham-
pagne, The possibilities are great.  We have the proper grapes,
the right soil and an unequaled climate here in Sonoma County,
and we feel certain that-in a few years we will be able to offer
the people of the United States not only the fine dry wines
which have made California famous, but also fine sparkling
wines that will in every way equal the choicest I'rench product
and bring further glory to our State.”

For years the Italian-Swiss Colony has been experimenting
with the manufacture of champagne. The only thing they
lacked was an experienced hand to divect their efforts. On his
recent visit.to the champagne district of rance, Mr.-Rossi
overcame this obstacle by securing the services of M, Charles
Jadeau, who for 25 years has had charge of one of the most
important champagne establishments in France. Under his
leadership, the colony will be able to produce sparkling wines
that will no doubt soon achieve the popularity of their famous

.

dry and sweet wines. -

AND

SPIRIT

REVIEW,
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Governor Gillet, who thorouchly appreciates the nnpn}‘full(:C
of the viticultural industry of this State, was charmed \\'lth his
first visit to Asti, and late in the afternoon, when he <](*]»;11:t(xd
for Cloverdale, declared that his day’s outing was very enjoy-
able and that he intended to “come again sometime during the
C « J
vintage season.”

‘ The following is a speech by I’. C. Rossi on .the occasion of the
visit to Asti of Governor James N. Gillett, Friday, 19th:

T OVERNOR GILLETT AND PARTY: We cannot I"(_!}';k

T auspicious occasion pass without inflicting on you a it
f:nn:ﬂity, as we want to express our appreciation of the b‘s?‘i"".Y
you have done us in visiting Asti today. 2

It gives us great pleasure to have you as our gest in &
beautiful spot in Sonoma County, which thirty years ago "?._
considered a barren waste fit only for grazing purposes, §85
porting only a thousand sheep and offering little encourages &,
for future development. Today we will have an opportunity fag
show you what a wonderful {ransformation has taken place #3
this hrief span of thiviy vears, If the industry is properly ‘;”‘--'
conraged, there is no reason why similar results could not ffj
achieved in many parts of California where millions of acr®
could be utilized in the arowing of wine grapes. N

By hard work, patience and perseverance, the ITtalian-S¥H§
Colony has succeeded in clothing these barren hills \\'ith?;
mantle of flourishing and productive vines, which now give ea
ployment to hundreds of laborers, support hundreds of famili®
and produce choice wines which have added materially to {5
prosperity of the country and helped to advertise the \\'undu‘l"é
resources and possibilities of California throughout the ['uib‘,{
States and Europe. 3

We feel proud that we have succceded in producing dry wine,
which European and American connoisscurs have pronouﬁc’!f
equaly if not superior, to the foreign product. Dut while f';
have had cause to rejoice at the success we have achieved, ";
have always felt that our mission was not complete unless #¢
could produce a sparkling wine that would rival the world
famous French champagne, {

Our heard-ecarned dry wine victory has made us forget tk
countless drawbacks and <1isc<'»m'uging obstacles that marked o8
pathway for many vears. But we did not feel that we bad
reached our goal yet—for there was still another field for "‘
to conquer. We have Leen constantly asked why Californi%
which produces as fine dry wines as are to be found anywhere
in the world, did not also produce a champague that would,
equal the Ivench sparkling wine, We did not answer that ques
tion, but simply made up our minds that we wonld try
capture the immense market in the United States as soon as ¥t
could surmount certain difficulties. :

In a quiet and unassuming way we experimented for years
and after careful and patient work, we felt satisfied that wé
could turn out a champagne that would delight connoisseur®
and bring new glory to the viticultural industry of Californis}
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There is not one reference in the entire page devoted to the

Italian Swiss Colony winery to its being located in, at or near
the Alexander Valley of Sonoma County. (Note its claim to having
more visitors than any other winery. See xerox, following page.)
During the 1915 Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco,
honoring the completion of the Panama Canal, an International
Viticultural Congress was held in the city as well. The owners
of the Italian Swiss Colony winery hired a special train and
transported all of the delegates to Asti. The story in the

Pacific Wine and Spirit Review of July 31, 1915 states: "They

had a fine view of the thousands of acres of vineyard of the

Italian Swiss Colony and of the picturesque route through which

the train ran taking them from San Francisco to Asti."™ Again,

no mention of Alexander Valley (see xerox copy, subsequent pages).
It might be argued by the uninformed that Alexander Valley

was not well-known enough circa 1900, for it to be mentioned in

any newspaper or journal other than strictly local, i.e., Sonoma

County newspapers. This simply is not true. The Napa Register

of September 13, 1895 observes: "D. E. Greninger today went over
to Alexander Valley in Sonoma County, 22 miles west of Calistoga,
to start H. B. Chase's distillery to running. . . ." The Inde-

pendent Calistoga, Calistoga, Ca. of July 20, 1895 carries a story

that Napa capitalists "have bought a part of "J. G. Osbourne's
[sic] property in Alexander Valley and will shortly build a new

cellar . . ." 1In the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review of September

23, 1895 a story appears on the opening of the new S. L. Osborn
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PACIFIC WINE, BREWING

AND SPIRIT REVIEW

WINE MEN OF THE WORLD VISIT THE ASTI
VINEYARDS.

On the 15th of July the hospitality of the Asti \i mevards and of
Chevalier Andrea Sharboro was again extended to a g\d[hum“ of
men from all parts of the United States and from all parts of the
world. The delegates attending the International Viticultural
Congress, which met at Festiv a] Hall i the world's fair in San
Francisco, were taken on a special excursion to the Asti V eyards,
arriving there at 10:30 a. m

Lunch was served in the magnificent vine arbor at Chevalier
Sbarboro’s Pompeiian villa on the banks of the Russian River at
12:30 o’clock.

When at Asti the visitors were shown through the immense
wineries and through the great pldnt where another batch of 500,-
000 bottles of “Golden State” is in the making. They had a fine
view of the thousands of acres of vinevard of the Italian-Swiss
Colony and of the picturesque route through which the train ran
taking them from San Francisco to Asti. Chevalier Sbarboro and
the Colony people endeavored to let this showing of true California
ho\p“ahty abound with all its generosity and the visitors had an
opportunity of enjoying the golden sunshine amid a scene that is
decidedly picturesque,

A number of Santa Rosans, including the legislative representa-
tives of the county, met the distinguished visitors at Asti and
lunched with them at the Pompeiian Villa.

This was a large and notable gathering of men interested in the
viticultural industry, world-wide in importance. Incidentally it
showed to these men from all parts of the United States and other
lands something of the importance of the winc industry in Sonoma,
the preatest dry wine county in the New World.
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winery in Alexander Valley. The issue of January 31, 1901 takes
note of the "Alexander Valley Winery" being incorporated and gives
the officers. In May 1907, a brief story appears on Otto Michel-
son being named superintendent of the Alexander Valley Winery.

In the October 31, 1907 edition, the publication provides: "A
trip through Alexander Valley . . ." with a listing of all the
wineries. Dozens if not hundreds of items on Alexander Valley

viticulture appeared in the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review from

1885 (see page 8 of this report, the publication devoted a full
page to "Healdsburg and Alexander Valley") to 1920 and the advent
of Prohibition.

The Italian Swiss Colony winery has had millions of visitors
since its founding in 1881. Many of those visitors have been of
considerable prominence in the world and their wvisit to the winery
received significant press coverage. There have been many other
reasons for activities at the Colony to make newspaper headlines
over the ﬁast one hundred years (such as the building of the

largest wine tank in the world). It does not appear that any of

the millions of visitors to the Italian Swiss Colony winery over

the past 100 years has been told he or she was standing in or

viewing the Alexander Valley of Sonoma County, California. No

advertising, no promotion undertaken by the Colony itself has

ever claimed it was a part of the Alexander Valley. Apparently

no newspaper reporter, no radio or television script writer or
broadcaster has ever stated the Colony winery was located in

Alexander Valley.
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Conclusion

Some attempts have been made in recent years to link Alex-
ander Valley and Cloverdale through the United States Department
of Interior Geological Survey Maps. These maps, going back
perhaps as far as 1920, show Alexander Valley stretching as far
north as Cloverdale. These maps are in error and are not in
accord with historical record nor with prevailing concepts of
the residents of Alexander Valley in that time period. No one
has attempted to correct this error because, until now, it had
little impact on the residents of the valley.

The Board of State Viticultural Commissioners of California,

formed in 1880, published in 1891 a Directory of the Grape

Growers, Wine Makers and Distillers of California. This Directory

lists all growers and wine makers by their postal address. There

is no listing for "Alexander Valley." The known growers in Alex-
ander Valley in that period (the names have been rather precisely
culled from local newspapers) are listed under the tbwns of
Geyserville or Healdsburg. There is no listing of any Alexander
Valley growers under the town of Cloverdale.

In 1893, the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners pub-
lished a study of phylloxera damage to Sonoma County: Report of

I. DeTurck, Commissioner for the Sonoma District. In this

report, the growers of the townships of "Cloverdale, Knight's
Valley, Mendocino and Washington" are all listed together under
the general heading "Fourth District." Again Alexander Valley

under the wvalley,
growers are not listed . but under the towns of Geyserville
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or Healdsburg. The designation "Fourth District" was not cre-

ated by the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners. The

"Fourth District" is the Fourth Supervisorial District of the
County of Sonoma, created about 1879~1880. The county is run
by "supervisors" elected from each district. There is no rela-
tionship whatsoever to the forming of this district designation
and the lands known as "Alexander Valley." The four townships
of Cloverdale, Knight's Valley, Mendocino and Washington encom-
pass many thousands of acres larger than even the most generous
concept of Alexander Valley could ever be!

Alexander Valley's viticulture history dates back as far
as Cloverdale's though admittedly, if only the lands of Cyrus
Alexander are considered, it remained much smaller until about
the turn of the century. But when Alexander Valley came to
mean (by 1910) the lands stretching across the Russian River
to the state highway now designated as 101 and the railroad
and running as far north as Geyserville, this was a rich grape
producing and wine producing region with many wineries. Though
many of the vines in Alexander Valley were pulled out in the
1930's when the demand for wine varied so much nationwide, the
valley never lost sight of its wine heritage, unlike Cloverdale
which turned to the Citrus Fair and citrus crops many decades
before and paid scant attention thereafter to viticulture.

The passage of time often brings about changes in the
public awareness or concepts of institutions, attitudes, even
geographic regions such as the area encompassed within a certain

named "valley." The "Valley of The Moon" is today strictly
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defined as being the same as the "Sonoma Valley." The "Valley
of the Moon" was made famous by writer Jack London who gave this
title to one of his books. But as can be discerned from the
advertisement on page 65 of this study, the Italian Swiss Colony
winery once advertised a grape juice as "Moonmist" and claimed
it came from the Valley of the Moon. This once was applied by
some individuals to the area stretching from the town of Sonoma
to northern Sonoma County. Sonoma Valley residents never appre-
ciated this attempted theft of their heritage, however.

The public concepts of what constitutes the lands of "Alex-
ander Valley" have changed considerably over the years. They
once were applied only to the two Spanish leagues of land (about

11,000 acres), given to Cyrus Alexander. But by the turn of the
century, Alexander Valley as a "valley" concept broadened and in
its northern extreme was carried to Geyserville and the immediate
vicinity.

There is no evidence, however, that the public concept of
Alexander Valley has changed in recent years to include the area

and/or town of Cloverdale, California.



An Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer

December 17, 1982

Mr. Jim Whitley, Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Federal Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washinaton, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Whitley:

As an elected representative of the City of Cloverdale, I am writing to
express our City Council's concern about the proposed viticultural area
to be known as Alexander Valley (Federa; Register vol. 47. No. 161.
August 19, 1982; notice no. 418.). We strongly believe that the
Cloverdale area should be included in this appellation.

Since its settling by westerners in the 1800's, the Cloverdale area has
been linked with the wine industry by our wineries and especially by our
land, of which the majority is planted in vineyards. Geographically it
is obvious that our valley is part of a larger east-west running valley;
the Alexander Valley. Just north of our town this valley ends abruptly
in craggy rocks where two mountain ranges meet. Going south, following
the course of the Russian River, the valley narrows and broadens at
various points, until finally ending near the Healdsburg/Chalk Hill area.
It seems arbitrary to us to cut the valley in two at one of these narrow
points when it so obviously ends naturally just north of Cloverdale.

The formation of viticultural appellation areas is to benefit the con-
sumer. As the Cloverdale area is part of one continuous valley that
historically has been planted with vineyards, it is consistent with the
goal of consumer protection to include Cloverdale in the Alexander
Valley appellation. The opposite ends of our valley certainly have
more in common with each other than there are differences between them
and make up a complete and unique micro-climate, the Alexander Valley.

We appreciate this opportunity to make our opinion known to you.

Sincerely,

_Jdack Domenichelli
Mayor

JD:jmc

cc: Nick Esposti
Sonoma County Supervisor
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