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July 25, 1979

Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firesrms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

(Attention: Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division)
Dear Sir:

I am writing to you concerning} 27 CFR Part 9, Notice 325, (American
Viticultural Area Designations.)

I believe it would be very helpful and important to hold a public
hearing on these proposed regulations and I desire an opportunity
to comment orally on them.

This hearing would be the first opportunity the public has had to
comment on“them since these regulations were proposed in a very
formative state several years ago.

A public hearing will create a level of awareness of these new reg-
ulations that would not be possible through the Federal Register
or a few limited press releases. Since there are many persons in,
and near, the proposed Augusta Viticultural Areas whose economic
livlihood could be affected by the regulations, I feel it essential
that we give all persons a chance to comment and give them the
adequate notice that only a public hearing can provide.

Although I can say, at this point, that I anticipate no great con-
troversy over the establishment of the area, I also realize that
opposition can come from unexpected guarters and objections can' ke
raised that have often been overlooked.

Although we greatly desire to have this viticultural area approved,
and do not desire negative comments, it would none-the-less be far
better to get any potential negative reactions out in the open
through a public hearing rather than to give someone the opportunity
to complain at a later date that adequate notice and publicity

were not given to anyone except the wineries and growers directly
affected.

I am sure that once the Augusta area is established that few of us
would wish to then have to consider amending the boundaries to
accomodate persons who might make a case of not having had the chance
to have had their say. To hold hearing later, to amend the district,
would be more costly, disruptive, and indicitive of an original lack
of thoroughness.

.
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I appreciate the care with which these regulations were formulated,
and I request that we simply complete the logical and necessary
sequence of events by holding a public hearing on them in Augusta,

Missouri.

Lucian W. Dressel
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TOWN OF AUGUSTA
AUGUSTA, MISSOURI

AUG 27 1979
Avgust 2, 1979

Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

P.0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044

(Attention: Chief, Regulations and Procedwures Division)

Degar Sir:

This letter concerns (27 CFR Part 9, Notice No. 325, American
Viticultural Area Designations) .

As Mayor of the Town of Augusta Missouri, I, or another member
of the Board of Trustees, desire an opportunity to comment
orally at a public hearing on these proposed regulations.

As you know, the town of Augusta has a long and colorful history
as one of America's oldest and most distinguished wine towns.
Founded in 1854, Augusta had no fewer than eleven wineries before
prohibition, and there are presently two wineries operating in the
proposed area.

A hearing woluld be most helpful and important in informing the
public of the nature of this district as well as in giving persons
the opportunity to offer opinions on the proposed district.

In the event hearings are held in Augusta, you may rest assurred

that the hospitality and cooperation of our town will be extended
to you.

Sincerelv vours

Melvin Fuhr
Mayor, Augusta, Missouri

MF/jcg
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
STATE OF MIis S SOURI
JACK RUNYAN

JOSEPH P. TEASDALE
P.0O. BOX &30 DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

JEFFERSON GITY 85102 AUG 2 7 1979

August 10, 1979

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tabacco and Firearms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044

Attention: Chief, Regulations and Procedures Diyision

Dear Sir:

I understand from reading the Federal Register that the United States
Treasury Department, Bureau of Alcohol, Tabacco and Fireayms, has decided
to name the first district in the U.S. Wine Area "Augusta", Missouri,

As we in agriculture feel this is a big plus for Missouri and Augusta
Valley, we in the Department of Agriculture would like the Department
of Treasury to hold hearings on the wine district in Missouri and I
myself would Tike to testify at the hearing.

Again, I cannot stress the importance of your decision to Missouri
agriculture and especially the vitners of our state. I hope that you
- will decide very soon on the hearings and will Tet me know when they
will be held.

Yours truly,

Adack Runyan
" DIRECTOR

JR:jh
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R&D Management N
Technology Utilization
Product Development
7800 Bonhomme Avenue Nuclear Technology

St. Louis, Missouri 63105
(314) 725-2662

Howard K. Nason Consultant

20 August 1979
AUG 2 7 1974

Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms

U.S. Treasury Department
P.0O. Box 385

Washington, DC 20044

Attention: Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Gentlemen:

In my capacities as Chairman of the Augusta Valley Wine
Advisory Board, as Chairman of the Missouri Wine Industry
Task Force and as an interested citizen, I am writing con-
cerning 27CFR Part 9, Notice 325 (American Viticultural
Area Designations), with the request that hearings be
scheduled on the proposed regulations as they relate to
the designation of the Augusta Valley Viticultural District.

While I know of no opposition to the proposed designa-
tion, I believe that it would be wise to provide an op-
portunity for comment by any and all interested parties.

It is likely that other areas in Missouri, as well as in
other states, may later wish to apply for similar designa-
tions. Hearings on this first application for Augusta
Valley, would provide helpful guidance for such subsequent
applications, as well as an opportunity for anyone in-
terested to comment and querie.

The town of Augusta Missouri would seem to be the
most appropriate site for such a hearing.

I should expect to attend such a hearing, and to be
most interested in the proceedings.

Very Sincerel

HKN/jb



Saint Philip’s Episcopal Church
706 B}/cu Foenue
of[op[én, Missouni 64801

David C. Patrick, Rector Telephone: 417 623-6803

W. Joseph Leigh, Curate Mailing Address: P. O. Box 476
AUG 27 1979

13 August 1979

Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P. 0. Box 385
Washington, DC 20044

Attn. Chief, Regulations and
Procedures Division

Dear Sir:

I am the author of a weekly newspaper column on the subject of wine,
appearing in The Joplin Globe, a daily newspaper with a circulation
of 42,000. I also write on wine for the St. Louls Magazine.

I understand that Augusta (MO) has recently applied for recognition

as a viticultural district, the first such region in the United States
to do so (Notice # 325, 27 CFR Part 9). I think that it would be
helpful for the Missouri Wine industry, and for the Augusta district,
if the BATF were to hold hearings at Augusta on this matter. This
would greatly promote the production of quality wines for our state,

With every good wish, I am

avid C. Patrick



PEACEFUL BEND VINEYARD

STEELVILLE, CRAWFORD COUNTY, MISSOURI 65565
25772 - 257y

314-775-7847 ROUTE 2 - BOX 131

August 14, 1979 #U6 27 1975

Director,

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P, 0, Box 385

“Jashington, D, C, 20044

Attn. Chief Regulations and Procedures Division

27 CFR Part 4
Subpart C
9,22 Augusta

Dear 3Sir.

Ye support Bureau acceptance of the above described region
as an approved viticultural area to be designated vAugustar,
The name carries substantial historical significance, It
encompassed, at one time, a large proportion of all wineries
then in pissouri, In recent years it has recaptured the
status enjoyed during the latter part of the nineteenth
century, and the years preceding prohibition, Leadership
displayed then, as well as now, has advanced horticulture,
improved selection of grape varieties for cultivation in
our area, and demonstrated that Missouri can produce wines
of high quality,

karly wine industry was concentrated along the Missouri

—_ river and adjacent points of the Mississippi, The substantial
number of wineries populating the Augusta area were usually
of the small privately owned type, The proprietors were
active participants in the Missouri Horticultural sSociety,
and in the Mississippi grape growers association, The more
recent revival of enology in Missouri has spawned a number
of new wineries that are somewhat scattered, but for the
most part find themselves concentrated into the eastern
central portion of the state, All will be aided by designa-
tion of an approved viticultural area, There may perhaps be
reason, at some later date, to expand the stated boundaries,
or approve other viticultural areas in Missouri,

Most sincerel

Arneson and Arneson dba
Peaceful Bend Vinevard
steelville, Missouri 65565

cec: Mr, lLucian Dressel



Montelle Vmeyavds ' 

. Bepea Misueéssss | (B1) 058 plee

. ...  Avgust 14, 1979
’ foun,clev ’ i | . . AU527 1979 e
 Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
_and Firrearms
P.O.Bx38
, Wushmgfon, D. C 20044

. Aﬂenhon- Chlef Regu!ahons and Procedures Dw:sxon .

" . Deur Mr Director:

_ Herein are comments on fhe propasal of Augusfa for rhe Amencnn thlculfural Area
' des:gnahon. , , , ; - ; .

' Ours is one cf two wmenes w:fh vmeyards iocafed in fhe proposed area.

In summary ¢ of whaf follows gwmg defmled rectsons, (a) we are unequwocally in fqvor
of such dessgnqhon but (2) we believe there are both functional and philosophica sons
for holdmg a public hearing on the matter. lndeed, nof ’ro have such a heqrmg mlghf

' ,become an example of unsound pubhc pohcy . ~ . -

~ Re the deslgncmon- Our reasons for Fevormg ﬂns are reﬂecfed by our apphcahon in your
‘possession. By historical experience, by a protective microclimate, by the nature of our
 soil, by geographic position, weather data, and other criteria, we beheve this d:screfe area
; quth'es under the definition set forth by the BATF's Notice No. 325. Those most fully
. mformed of fhe pasf and fhe currenf deve!opmenf of qualﬁy wme here expecf i'he Augusta

 aware of tie vmculfuml and enologicql s’rrmgehcy by kw ‘ hydal ed ;Eurapean areas have
achieved great quahfy. They, and we as vmtners, covet oo less for fhe proposed m'ea,
' Augusfa. ' , , ~ . ~

, BuiL of greai‘er concern is (b), i"he heanng.

, Pari“ of the fol lom ng' rahonqie derwes from my prev:ous occupuhons of reporfmq (as a neWsmcm)
on the work of public and pnvafe agencies, followed by more than a decade of being the
principal policy advisor for an agency carrying out a vast federal program, the cccepfanca ~?

_ and success of which were dependenf on pubhc undersfqndmg (!f defm Is of fhof are dest red
iwﬂlgladlysupplyfhgm) - ‘ - . . , .




@layton WByevs .
founder

H’ in fhe view of BATF or ofher Treusury r
~ measure hkely , an avosdance course woul

, An open hearmg on fhe maﬂ'er, we” pu

ccn accomphsh by wr: ﬂ‘en commumcqhon. ,‘

A pubhc hec:rmg would pro v:de opparfum’ry For our regulatcr
1 fem"y or in secrecy : ;

| (3th) 228-4464




R&D Management
Technology Utilization
Product Development
7800 Bonhomme Avenue Nuclear Technology

St. Louis, Missouri 63105
(314) 725-2662

Howard K. Nason Consultant

15 October 1979

Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms
U. S. Department of the Treasury
P.0O. Box 385
Washington, DC 20044

ATTN: Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
RE: Hearing, Augusta Viticultural Area
Notice No. 328

Dear Sir:

A previous committment for a NASA meeting in Houston
will prevent my attending the hearing at Augusta, MO on
1 November 1979. As stated in my previous letter, I am
very much interested in the establishment of the Augusta
Viticultural Area and urge that this be approved.

The Augusta area is well known in Missouri for the
quality of its wines. Prior to prohibition its wines
were known nationally and internationally, receiving
medals and citations at several international exhibitions,
and were an important contribution to the State's
agricultural income. Producers in the area now are
adapting modern viticultural and oenological techniques,
including cultivation of improved hybrid Vines, to pro-
duce significant quantities of high quality wines, suited
to the developing tastes of the American consumer.

The area, as defined in the petition, was recognized
by the mid-19th Century, as a superior viticultural location,
where soil type, exposure of the terrain, macro-and mirco-
climates contributed to the growing of superior grapes for
wine making.

Establishment of the Augusta Viticultural Area as pro-
posed would provide needed support for all of us who are
working to improve the industry in Missouri.

Very sinc

HKN/jb



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SmaTE OF DASSOURI
JOSEPH P. TEASDALE JACK RUNYAN
GOVERNOR P.O. BOX @880 DIRECTOR

JdEFFERSON GITY 85102

October 22, 1979

Mr. Tom Minton

Bureau of Alcohol, Tabacco and Firearms
P, 0. Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044

Dear Mr. Minton:

I am proud to give testimony of support about the
Appellation designation for the Augusta Valley. For many
years it was the backbone of Missouri's Wine Industry. In
1978 the Missouri Department of Agriculture reviewed the
needs for a vitners organization and became interested in the
promotion of Missouri's wine industry. Since that point there
has been a wide spread interest in not only more wineries in
the state, but the increased production in the area of hybrid
grapes that can be established all over Missouri.

I think it is only appropriate to start with Augusta
since history tells us it is ideally located for the production
of grapes.

Actually there have been some efforts in the United States
for a rather long time to establish an Appellation program such
as that existing in France. Everybody in the wine industry was
certain that the designation would start off in the state of
California, probably in Napa or Sonoma. Therefore, it came
as a fantastic surprise when word commenced creeping out that it
wasn't going to be a California district that was going to
receive the first Appellation designation by the Federal
Government, but rather a Missouri district and, specifically,

Augusta.



Mr. Tom Minton
October 22, 1979
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This is really perhaps more appropriate than one might
readily realize when it is considered that Augusta was a very
important wine producing wine district way back in the mid-
nineteenth centruy. So possibly there is more justice in the fi
designation than the less knowledgeable might realize.

What is Appellation? Appellation means that the name that
the wine bears is one officially recognized and legally
defined by government decree; the wine must come from the
specific district from which it takes its name, from certain
established varieties of grape and no others and meet other
specific conditions. It must, in other words, be genuine.
This does not guarantee that it is to be good. This is a
variable only controlled by the winemaker. This system began
in France in 1935. Controls are rigidly enforced and violators
are punished in France. I feel confident the same situation wil
exist in the United States. It is my understanding that only a

few of the wines being produced in Augusta are going to initially

Lb\.

qualify for the Appellation designation.

These wines are indeed entitled to this Appellation. Those
in the industry are proud of this achievement. It could only
happen in an area where soil, climate and winemaking techniques
blend together to produce a top quality product.

Thank you for giving me the time to present feelings
to testify concerning the designation of Appellation
for Augusta.

Sincerely,

FACK KUY\
DIRECTOR

JR:jh
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Larry S. Mims

Hemilton, Mi. L9419
October 20, 1979

Direc tor

Bureau Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms
P.0.,Box 385

Washington, D, C, 2004l

Att: Chief, Reguktions a d Procedures Division
Re: Notice 328
Dear Sir:

Please make this letter a part of the record on the granting
of an American Vinticultural Area Designation for Augusta, Mo.

While I have not seen the filing for the particular boundries;
I am very familiar with the area and the wineries therein, I
would like to have a copy of the application with supvorting
documents if available but do not feel that they are necessary
to add comment before your hearing scheduled for Nov. 1, 1979.

The Augusta area is unique geographically and culturally. This
German community is a most beautiful area with steep hills, very
much like German wine land, above the broad Missouri River valley.
The distinctive wines reflect the peculiarities of this micro-
climate. Such wines come from varieties like the Villard Blanc
and Chancellor. These are characteristically diffement from
other such wines even within the state of Missouri,

I have in my personal cellar wines from Montelle and Mb. Pleasant.
I also have wines from Midi Vineyard in Lone Jackmy Mo.3 I enjoy
a1l of them as the occasion permits but I do note regional
differences although all vineyards are from the same state and
same latitude. I would note regional diffences in comparason
with wines from Indiana such as Golden Rain Tree, Villa Madeo,

and Easley; also from a midwestern climate and similar latitude.

I enjoy wines from all ofer the world and am a member of several
French wines societies and have served in local wine clubs, It

has however been a source of particular pride that I have been able
to observe the substancial improvement of Eastern wines and the use
their individual climates. None has done a better job of this

than the wineries near Augusta, Mo.

I think the grenting of the first vinticultural area to Augusta
would be most proper. I would also think that this action
would recognize the respect now due for BEastern regions and
their wines, I urge you to the swift granting of this
designation.

Sincerely yours,






