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Because of controlled access
restrictions, attendees cannot be
admitted beyond the lobby of the
Internal Revenue Building until 9:45 a.m.

An agenda showing the scheduling of
the speakers will be made after outlines
are received from the speakers. Copies
of the agenda will be available free of
charge at the hearing. ‘

By direction of the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue:

George H. Jelly,

Director, Legislation and Regulations
Division.

{FR Doc. 834088 Filed 2-14-83; 8:45 am}
BILLING CODE 4830-01-M

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms

27 CFR Part 9

[Notice No. 4561

Fiddletown Viticultural Area

AGENCY: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms; Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of proposéd rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) is
considering the establishment of a
viticultural area in the Amador County,
California, to be known as
“Fiddletown," This proposal is in
response to a petition from Fiddletown
Wine Grape Growers in Fiddletown,
California. The establishment of the
“Fiddletown" viticultural area will allow
wineries to label and advertise wines as
originating in this specific grape-growing
area and will aid the public by
identifying wines originating in this
area.

DATE: Written comments must be
received by March 2, 1983.

ADDRESS: Send written comments to—
Chief, Regulations and Procedures
Division, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, P.O. Box 385, Washington,
DC 20044-0385 (Attention: Notice No.
456).

Copies of the petition, the proposed
regulations, the appropriate maps, and
the written comments will be available
for public inspection during normal
business hours at the ATF Reading
Room, Room 4405, Office of Public
Affairs and Disclosure, Federal Building,
12th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20226.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James A. Hunt at (202) 566-7626.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On August 23, 1978, ATF published
Treasury Decision ATF-53 (43 FR 37672,
54624) which allows the establishment
of definite viticultural areas under 27
CFR Part 4—Labeling and Advertising of
Wine. This final rule also allows the.
name of an approved viticultural area to
be used as an appellation of origin on
wine labels and in wine advertisements.

On October 2, 1879, ATF published
Treasury Decision ATF-60 (44 56692)
which added 27 CFR Part 9—American
Viticultural Areas—to provide for the
listing of approved American viticultural
areas, the names of which may be used
as appellations of origin.

Section 4.25a(e) of 27 CFR Part 4
defines a viticultural area as a
delimited, grape-growing region
distinguishable by geographical
features. Section 4.25a(e)(2) outlines the
procedure for proposing an American
viticultural area. Furthermore,

§ 4.25a(e)(2) requires any interested
person to petition ATF for the
establishment of a grape-growing region
as a viticultural area and to provide the
following information in support of the
-petitioned for viticultural area:

{a) Evidence that the name of the
proposed viticultural area is locally
and/or nationally known as referring to
the area specified in the petition;

(b) Historical or current evidence that
the boundaries of the viticultural area
are as specified in the petition;

{c) Evidence relating to the
geographical features (climate, soil,
elevation, physical features, etc.) which
distinguish the viticultural features of
the proposed area from surrounding
areas;

(d) A description of the specific
boundaries of the viticultural area,
based on the features which can be
found on United Staters Geological
Survey (U.S5.G.S.) maps of the largest
applicable scale; and

(e) A copy of the appropriate U.S.G.S.
map with the boundaries prominently
marked.

Petition

Under the terms of 27 CFR 4.25a, ATF
has received a petition from the
Fiddletown Wine Grape Growers
proposing an area about 45 miles east of
Sacramento, California, in Amador
County as a viticultural area to be
known as “Fiddletown.” Fiddletown is
an agricultural area with 14 commercial
wine grape growers farming 310 acres of
vineyards in the 11,500 acre proposed
viticultural area.

The petitioner furnished information
that (a) the name of the viticultural area
is locally and nationally known, (b} the

proposed boundaries of the viticultural
area are correct, and (c) the
geographical features of the area have
growing conditions which distinguish
the proposed area from surrounding
areas. The petitioiner based these
claims on the following:

(a) That the name “Fiddletown” is
well known because of its inclusion in a
story by Bret Harte. It is the name given
to an Amador County community at its
settlement during the 1850 gold rush.
The town's name was changed to
“Oleta” for a brief period and then
restored to “Fiddletown” in 1920.
Several nationally known wines have
been distributed bearing the Fiddletown
area name since the early 1970's.

(b} That the boundaries of the
proposed “Fiddletown” viticultural area
may be found on four U.S.G.S. 7.5
minute topographic quadrangle maps;
“Fiddletown Quadrangle California,”
“*Amador City Quadrangle California,”
“Aukum Quadrangle California™ and
“Pine Grove Quadrangle California.”

{c) That the proposed area differs
from the neighboring proposed
Shenandoah Valley region because of its
higher elevations of 1500 to about 2500
feet, colder nighttime temperatures and
a higher rainfall of 30 to 40 inches per
year. The area surrounding the north
and east boundaries is above 2500 feet
and for the most part, to rugged a terrain
and too cold for growing grapes.

The summer daytime temperatures
range from the eighties to one hundred
degrees and nights -are cool from breezes
from the surrounding mountains. The
grapes are grown without any irrigation
and vines produce from 1% to 3 tons per
acre. Most of the grapes are grown on
the southern and western rolling slopes
of the hills in the area where the soil is a
deep loam of decomposed granite. The
soil of the proposed area are Sierra-
Ahwahee and Sites series which are
deep, moderately well drained and
consist of loams or sandy loams.

Grapes in the proposed Fiddletown
viticultural area will not reach the high
sugar level of the neighboring proposed
Shenandoah Valley and the total acidity

.

. is higher due to slower maturity caused

by the higher elevation and cool nights.

{d) That the specific boundaries of the
proposed viticultural area are based on
features found on U.S.G.S. maps. (A
copy of the U.S.G.S. maps with the
boundaries prominently marked are on
file with ATF.)

- Regulatory Flexibility Act

The provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act re]ating to an initial and
final regulatory fléxibility analysis (5
U.S.C. 603, 604) are not applicable to this
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proposal because the notice of proposed
rulemaking, if promulgated as a final
rule, will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. Since the
benefits to be derived from using a new -
viticultural area appellation of origin are
intangible, ATF cannot conclusively
determine what the economic impact
will be on the affected small entities in
the area. However, from the information
we currently have available on the
proposed Fiddletown viticultural area,
ATF does not feel that the use of this
appellation of origin will have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

Executive Order 12291

In compliance with Executive Order
12291, ATF has determined that this
proposal is not major since it will not

result in—
" (a) An_annual effect on the economy
of $100 million or more;

(b) A major increase in costs or prices
for consumers, individual industries,
Federal, State, or local government
agencies, or geographic regions; or

(c) Significant adverse effects on
competition, employment, investment,
productivity, or on the ability of United
States-based enterprises to compete
with foreign-based enterprises in
domestic or export markets.

Public Participation

ATF requests comments on this
proposed viticultural area from all
interested persons. Furthermore, while
this document proposes certain
boundaries for the Fiddletown
viticultural area, comments concerning
other possible boundaries for this
proposed viticultural area will be
considered.

The proposed area of 11,500 acres
contains only 310 acres of vineyards.

_ATF requests comments on whether the
petitioned area could be reduced in size.

Comments received before the closing
date will be carefully considered.
Comments received after the closing
date and too late for consideration will
be treated as possible suggestions for
future ATF action.

ATF will not recognize any material
or comments as confidential. Comments
are subject to disclosure to the public.
Any material which a commenter
considers to be confidential or
inappropriate for disclosure to the
public should not be included in the
comment. The name of the person
submitting a comment is also not
exempt from disclosure.

Any person who desires an
opportunity to comment orally at a
public hearing on the proposed

viticultural area should submit his or her
request, in writing, to the Director within
the 30-day comment period. The request
should include reasons why the
commenter feels that a public hearing is
necessary. The Director, however,
reserves the right to determine, in light
of all circumstances, whether a public .
hearing will be held.

List of Subjects in 27 CFR Part 9

Administrative Practice and
Procedure, Viticultural Areas, Consumer
Protection, and Wine.

Drafting Information

The principal author of this document
is James A. Hunt, Research and
Regulations Branch, Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms.

Autherity

Accordingly, under the authority
contained in 27.U.S.C. 205, the Director

-proposes to amend 27 CFR Part 9 as

follows:

PART 9—~AMERICAN VITICULTURAL
AREAS

1. The table of sections in 27 CFR Part

9, subpart C, is amended to add § 9.81 as
follows:

* * * 1 *
Subpart C—Approved American Vmcultural
Areas

Sec.
* " L] * *

9.81 Fiddletown.

2. S{xbparl C is amended by adding
§ 9.81 to read as follows:

Subpart C—Approved American
Viticultural Areas

* * * * *

§9.81 Fiddletown.

(a) Name. The name of the viticultural
area described in this section is

“Fiddletown.”

(b) Approved map. The approved -
maps for the Fiddletown viticultural
area are the U.S.G.S. maps entitled
“Fiddletown Quadrangle California,”
“Amador City Quadrangle California,”
“Aukum Quadrangle California,” and
“Pine Grove Quadrangle California,” 7.5
minute series (topographic), 1949-1962.

(c) Boundaries. The Fiddletowt
viticultural area is located in Amador
County, California. The boundaries are
as follows:

(1) From the begmmng point at the
north boundary where Fiddletown
Shenandoah Road crosses Big Indian
Creek in Section 28, Township 8 N,
Range 11 E, proceed in a southwesterly
direction following Big Indian Creek

through the southeast corner of Section
28, crossing the northwest corner of
Section 32 to where it meets Section 31;

(2) Then in a southerly direction
follow the Section line between Sections
31 and 32, Township 8 N, Range 11 E,
into Sections 5 and 8, 7 and 8, Township
7 N, Range 11 E, to where the Section
line meets the South Fork of Dry Creek;

(3) Then following the South Fork of
Dry Creek in an easterly direction
crossing the lower portions of Sections
8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and into Township § N,
Range 12 E, at Section 7 and across
Section 7 to where it meets Section 8;

(4) Then north following the Section
line between Sections 7 and 8, 5 and 6
into Township 8 N, Range 12 E, between
Sections 31 and 32, to Big Indian Creek;
and

(5) Then following Big Indian Creek in
a northwesterly direction through
Sections 31, 30, 25,-26 and 27, returning
to the point of beginning.

Approved: February 9, 1983.
Stephen E. Higgins,
Acting Director.

-

_ [FR Doc. 834071 Filed 2-14-83; 8:45 am)

BILLING CODE 4810-31-M

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA Doci(et No. AHO17VA; A;FRL-2280-7]

Proposed Approval of Revisions to
Virginia State Implementation Plan
AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency. .

ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of Commerce
and Resources has submitted several
revisions to the Virginia State
Implementation Plan to the
Environmental Protection Agency
including a proposed relaxation of the
sulfur dioxide (SO,) emission standards.
This Notice proposes approval of the
(SO.) revision as submitted.

The proposed revision allows an
increase in the sulfur dioxide emissions
from fuel burning sources in State
Region VII (the Virginia portion of the
National Capltal Interstate Air Quallty
Control Region) in that § 4.51(b) of the
Virginia Regulations is being changed to
allow an increase in the sulfur content
of coal from .75% to 1%. Approval of this
revision will provide for greater use of
available coal, rather than oil, while
having a minimal impact on air quality.
DATE: Comments must be submitted on
or before March 17, 1983.



