RENAISSANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY INCORPORATED

November 2, 1984

Mr. Richard Mascolo

Chief, FAA Wine and Beer Branch

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 6237
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Mascolo,

Enclosed you will find our petition to establish NORTH YUBA as
an American Viticultural Area. The complete U.S.G.S. maps are
being sent under separate cover. If you have any questions or
require additional information please contact me at the address
and telephone below.

We look forward to the acceptance of our application.

Sincerely,
L LB T
/é.-/___ Tt g

James R. Bryant
Treasurer
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Date:

To:

PETITION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF

THE NORTH YUBA VITICULTURAL AREA

November 1, 1984

Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20226

This is a petition to establish NORTH YUBA as an American

viticultural area in accordance with Title 27, Code of Federal

Regulations, Chapter 1, Part 4 (labeling), and, in particular,

with Section 4.25a. 1In support of this petition, we submit the

following information.

EVIDENCE THAT THE NAME OF THE VITICULTURAL AREA IS LOCALLY
AND/OR NATIONALLY KNOWN AS REFERRING TO THE AREA SPECIFIED
IN THE PETITION:

NORTH YUBA is the name locally known as referring to the
area in Yuba County, California, which is specified in this
application. This is the name used by Pacific Bell
Telephone to designate this area, which includes the

communities of Dobbins, Renaissance and Oregon House.

In addition, please see Appendix A for letters from the
Yuba County Sheriff, Robert R. Day, and from the president
of the Greater Marysville-Yuba City Chamber of Commerce,
Robert C. Epley confirming local usage and acceptance of
the name NORTH YUBA as pertaining to the area specified in
the petition.
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IT.

HISTORICAL OR CURRENT EVIDENCE THAT THE BOUNDARIES OF THE
VITICULTURAL AREA ARE AS SPECIFIED IN THE APPLICATION:

NORTH YUBA was a strong participant in California's first
"wine boom" in the 1850's and 1860's and in subsequent
early viticultural development, and nineteenth century
township maps show the location of ranches where extensive
grape-~growing and winemaking was carried out within the
boundaries of the proposed viticultural area. Indeed, the
very name Yuba is derived from the Spanish word for
grape.(1l) For documentation of this historical development

of viticulture in NORTH YUBA, please refer to Appendix B.

As for the delineation of precise boundaries for NORTH
YUBA, historical evidence is inadequate. In fact, although
the area has long been known by this name, until now no one
has been motivated to establish exact, formal boundaries.
Therefore, for the purposes of this petition, we have taken
into account, in addition to the historical evidence and
customs of usage, the combined factors of elevation,
temperature, rainfall and soil types to determine and
define boundaries for the viticultural area which clearly
distinguish it from the surrounding region. These factors

are considered in detail in Part III of this petition.

The letters from local authorities, which confirm the usage
of the name NORTH YUBA for Part I of this petition, also
confirm that the boundaries of the proposed viticultural
area are as specified and as described in detail in Part
IV.
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I1L.

EVIDENCE RELATING TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES (CLIMATE,
SOIL, ELEVATION, PHYSICAL FEATURES, AND THE LIKE) WHICH
DISTINGUISH THE VITICULTURAL FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED AREA
FROM SURROUNDING AREAS:

The 16,000 acre area of NORTH YUBA ranges in elevation from
about 1500 to 2500 feet. Lying between the high Sierras to
the east and the Sacramento Valley to the west, NORTH
YUBA's borders define a region uniquely suited to
viticulture: the area escapes both the early frosts and
snow of the higher elevations, and the heat and mold-
inducing fogs (2) of the lowlands. The seven-mile
North-South extent of the region is similarly defined by
rising elevations and colder climate to the North and by

the lower areas along the river to the South.

Temperature data collected at Renaissance Vineyard over the
past nine years shows that NORTH YUBA's growing season is
distinctly cooler than the neighboring valley and warmer
than the adjacent mountains. Another characteristic of
NORTH YUBA's climate is the cool summer night temperatures,
often dropping 30 degrees from daytime highs, allowing the
region's grapes to retain sufficient acidity to balance the

high sugar levels induced by California sunshine.

Similarly, rainfall data shows NORTH YUBA as a distinct
region. According to U.S. Weather Bureau information (3)
the mean annual precipitation at Dobbins-Colgate weather
station is 40.4 inches, compared to 61.9 inches at the

Camptonville station to the east and 20.7 inches at
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Marysville to the west. The map of mean annual
precipitation dramatically distinguishes the NORTH YUBA
area from surrounding areas (Map 1). NORTH YUBA's
geography also ensures appropriate ventilation for
viticulture, an important factor in the prevention of bunch
rot. The foothill winds are an additional cooling factor
in summer, contributing further to the development of
proper acidity in the area's grapes. These cooling winds

are distinguished from those of the valley to the west;

The prevailing southwesterly winds in the
valley are due to the north-south
orientation and heating of the Sacramento
Valley, which deflects the westerly winds
coming through the Carquinez Straits
northward. At higher elevations, however,
the winds conform more closely with the
free flowing westerly winds over northern
California (4).

The soils of the NORTH YUBA area are generally not
sufficiently fertile for most types of agriculture, and
today -- except for the 360 acres of Renaissance Vineyard
-— the area's land is used mostly for livestock, lumbering
and recreation. However, the noble, light-yielding
vinifera grape varieties thrive where most other types of
agriculture are inappropriate, as evidenced by the many
famous vineyards of Europe which are located on steep
slopes with lean or stony soils. Consequently, yields are
low, comparable to the standards in quality wine areas in

France and Germany: two tons per acre or less.



North Yuba Petition
Page 5

The attached "General Soil Map of Yuba County (Map 2)
prepared by the University of California at Davis and Yuba
County, shows NORTH YUBA comprising a distinct grouping of
soil types, with an obvious demarcation from the higher
elevation soil types to the east and from the large
Auburn-Sobrante-Las Posas Association extending over the
lower foothills to the west. This grouping includes jtwo
“foothills" soils and two "mountain" soils, intermingled
in a unique complex, with a very small area of the
Auburn-Sobrante-Las Posas Association on the western
boundary. The two foothills soils are the Sierra-Auberry
Association, described as shallow to deep,
medium-textured, rocky soils developed from granitic
rocks; and the Englebright-Rescue Association, described
as moderately deep to deep, medium-textured cobbly and
rocky soils developed from basic igneous rocks. The
mountain soils of NORTH YUBA are the Dobbins Association,
comprising deep to very deep, well drained, cobbly and
non-cobbly soils developed from basic igneous intrusive
rocks and the Rackerby-Dobbins Association of moderately
deep to deep, moderately well drained, stony and rocky
soils from basic igneous intrusive rocks. Appendix C

provides detailed information on these soil types.

The pioneers of NORTH YUBA were aware of the suitability
of local geography for orchards and vines (documented in
the historical material in Appendix B). Although these

early viticultural achievements were later discontinued,
this was not due to any natural geographic factor, but

simply to the disappearance of markets as the banning of
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IVv.

hydraulic mining in the 1880's resulted in a population
exodus and a severe local economic decline. The following
quotation confirms the early winegrowers' appreciation of
the foothills environment:

The soil on the river bottom in the valley
is deep black alluvial, well adapted for the
production of almost any kind of grain,
vegetables or fruit. Back from the river
and extending even up the slopes of the
foothills, the surface earth is of a red
color called the "red lands." While not as
productive as the first mentioned, wheat can
be raised to the extent of 15-20 bushels to
the acre. The culture of the vine is
carried on here to a great extent. The
foothills are in some places quite rocky and
are utilized principally for grazing;
vineyards and orchards thrive in the soil of
the little mountain villages. (5)

THE SPECIFIC BOUNDARIES OF THE VITICULTURAL AREA, BASED ON
FEATURES WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY (U.S.G.S.) MAPS OF THE LARGEST APPLICABLE SCALE:

The exact boundaries of the proposed viticultural area
have been surveyed. A copy of the survey description and

the geographic coordinates is attached as Appendix D.

A COPY OF THE APPROPRIATE MAP(S) WITH THE BOUNDARIES
PROMINENTLY MARKED:

Copies of the aforementioned U.S. Geological Survey maps
are enclosed with the area described in Section IV of this

petition prominently marked.
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We trust that our petition will receive your prompt and
favorable consideration. Should you have additional
questions or wish to clarify any matters in this petition,
please contact us either by mail at Post Office Box 1000,
Renaissance, California, 95962 or by telephone at (916)
692~-2222,

Respectfully,

S “{4:%/1(/{4/7
RENAISSANCE VINEYARD AND WINERY, INCORPORATED
Karl Werner, President

Date: November 1, 1984
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Footnotes

History of Yuba and Sutter Counties, by Peter Delay, 1924.

Soils of the Yuba Area, California, 1969, a cooperative

study carried out by the Department of Soils and Plant
Nutrition, University of California, Davis and the County
of Yuba.

"Occasionally, during the winter, ground or 'tule' fogs
form in the valley at night. Sometimes these fogs persist
for several days, filling the entire Sacramento Valley to

a thickness of several hundred feet.", p. 128.

Ibid, p. 127

Ibid, p. 128

History of Yuba County, California, by Thompson and West,

1879, p. 121.
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The County of Yuba,

ROBERT R. DAY

SHERIFF - CORONER

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF - CORONER

(916) 741-6331

October 16, 1984

Mr. James Bryant,Treasurer
Renaissance Vineyard and Winery, Inc.
P.0. Box 1000

Renaissance (Oregon House), CA 95962

Dear Mr. Bryant:

In response to your request, the area within Yuba County
which is locally known as NORTH YUBA is approximately
bordered by the Yuba County-Nevada County line east of
Dobbins on the east, the middle fork of the Yuba River

on the south and Dry Creek on the west and north. This
area is also designated NORTH YUBA by Pacific Bell in its
1984 Marysville and Yuba City Area Telephone Directory and
embrages the communities of Dobbins and Renaissance (Oregon
House).

I hope the above serves to verify that your area has been
historically and is currently known as NORTH YUBA.

Sincerely,

SHERIFF-CORONER

RRD/etj

215 FIFTH
IF STREET P.O. BOX 1389 MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95901
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Q The Greater
Q 0 Yuba City-Marysville Chamber of Commerce

Serving Yuba and Suiter Counties

P.O. Box 1429

H. R. “HANK” TWEITH 10th and E Streets
Executive Vice-President Marysville, California 95901
Res. (916) 673-0853 Telephone (916) 743-6501

October 29, 1984

James R. Bryant, Treasurer
Renaissance Vineyard & Winery, Inc.
P.0O. Box 1000

Renaigsance (Oregon Houce), CA 95962

Dear Mr. Bryant:

As a long time resident of Sutter and Yuba Counties, I can say with
some authority that the area encompassing the communities of
Renaissance (Oregon House) and Dobbins has long been known as North
Yuba. The area is roughly bounded by the middle fork of the Yuba
River on the south, Dry Creek on the west and north, and Dobbins
Creek on the east. 1Incidentally, in the report of the Committee

on Derivations and Meaning of the Names of the Counties to the
California legislature in February, 1850, General Vallejo stated
that 'Yuba' was a variant of the Spanish 'uva' (or grape) and that
the Yuba River was so named because of the quantities of wild grapes
found growing on its banks.

Best wishes to you and Renaissance Vineyard and Winery in your efforts
to establish North Yuba as a premier American viticultural area.

Sincerely,

ROBERT C. EPLEY
President

‘,,/’—— T

RCE:clc

ACCREDITED

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
[Ere s =

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF THE UNITED STATE
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Appendix B

NORTH YUBA's contribution to early California viticultural
development included the ranches of Paul Vavasseur (120 acres) in
Parks Bar Township; Augusta Leubmann (150 acres) in New York
Township; and Jerome B. Johnson (240) and H. L. Dobbins (over
2000 acres) in Foster Bar Township. Apart from the wine made on
site in NORTH YUBA, the wineries of Marysville provided an
additional market for local grapes. The following historical
references, maps and’illustrations are drawn from the 1879

publication, History of Yuba County, California by Thompson &

West, reprinted by California Traveller, Volcano, California,

1970; and from History of Yuba & Sutter Counties, California with

Biographical Sketches by Peter J. Delay, 1924, Historic Record
Co., Los Angeles, California. (In some cases the text specifies
that vines were grown and wine made on these properties, while in
other cases this is documented in the illustration.) A third
historical source is Leon D. Adams' The Wines of America, Third
Edition, 1984.

(a) From History of Yuba County, California by Thompson &
West, 1879

p. 80
The first permanent settlement on the site of the town
[Frenchtown] was made in 1854 by Paul Vavasseur...

Vavasseur makes considerable wine every year.
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p. 89

On Dry Creek, one mile below the crossing of the
Camptonville Road, J. A. Paxton settled in 1850 and built
a hotel and kept a trading post. Fruit was set out as
early as 1853 and now there are 6,000 fruit trees and
50,000 grape vines. Hon. L. B. Clark has owned the ranch

since 1870 and makes a great deal of wine every year.

p. 93

The many little valleys among the hills [in Foster Bar
Township] are well cultivated and large quantities of
grapes, apples, pears, peaches and plums are annually

raised.

(b.) From History of Yuba and Sutter Counties, California,
1924, by Peter Delay:

p. 152

[The Marysville Winery]: At its zenith, none in the state
enjoyed a higher reputation for the excellence of its
products. The business was established by a stock company
in 1872 and was purchased by the late Gottlieb Sieber in
1884. The distillery consisted of very substantial
buildings equipped with the latest improved continuous
stills, with a capacity of 250,000 gallons of high-grade

brandies and sweet and dry wines per year...Until it
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ceased operations in the late nineties, the winery
afforded a ready market to the grape-growers of the two

counties.

p. 834

Homer L. Dobbins came to Yuba County in 1914 associated
with olive orchards in the Erle District. 1In 1917 he
organized the Yuba Vineyards Co. and its first purchase
was a tract of 880 acres, known as the Toland property,
which the company began to develop to vineyard. Next, 550
acres were purchased from C. F. Boardman, and then an
additional acreage of 880 acres was purchased from William
L. Vance. Of this land 760 acres have been planted to

Thompson Seedless grapes and kadota figs.

(c.) From The Wines of America, Third Edition, 1984, by Leon D.

Adams:

pp. 416-7

In Yuba County, which borders Sutter and Butte, wine
growing was begun in 1855 by Charles Covillaud from
Cognac, who planted grapes at Simpson's Crossing, a mile
north of Marysville, the city Covillaud named for his
wife, the former Mary Murphy. Within five years the
county had four more wineries and 800 acres of vines,
which expanded by 1930 to 1000 acres, but then were

gradually replaced by orchards of peaches and prunes.

Yuba County again has 461 acres of vines. Most of them

are on the spectacularly contoured, drip-irrigated
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360-acre Renaissance Vineyard, a winegrowing project begun
in 1973 in the foothills gold country near Oregon House,
thirty miles northeast of Marysville. ...Leading the
vineyard project is ...Karl Werner, the winemaster in the
1950's of Schloss Vollrads in the Rheingau and in the
early 1970's of the Callaway Vineyards at Temecula.
Construction of the 300,000-gallon Renaissance Winery was
begun in 1979, when its first wines were made under an
air-supported plastic dome. When completed, it will be a
classic Greek temple with formal gardens, a pool,
statuary, and two underground levels for wine aging and
bottling. Werner says its first vintages of
estate-bottled White Riesling and Sauvignon Blanc will
reach the market by 1988, to be followed by an aged

Cabernet and eventually by a champagne.
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Appendix C

This material is from Soils of the Yuba Area, California, pp-.

14-17, a cooperative study by the Department of Soils and Plant
Nutrition, University of California, Davis and the County of
Yuba.

5B. Sierra-Auberry Association

Shallow to deep, medium textured, rocky soils developed

from granitic rocks.

This soil association occurs mostly in the upper foothills
of the county, generally at elevations between 1,000 and 2,000
feet. The most extensive areas are located in the vicinity of
Rackerby, Oregon House, and Dobbins. Smaller areas are located
near Stone House and north Timbuctoo at elevations of 500 to
1,200 feet. The terrain is mostly rolling to hilly, but some
areas near Colgate Powerhouse are on steep to very steep slopes.
The annual precipitation ranges from 30 to 50 inches, some of
which occurs as snow at higher levels. The natural vegetation
consists mostly of annual grasses, oaks, and shrubs, but at
higher elevations a few Digger pines and yellow pines grow in
some areas.

This association covers about 9,900 acres or 3.2 percent
of the survey area. The Sierra soils make up about 55 percent of
the association and the Auberry soils 15 percent. The remaining
acreage is most Cienaba and Chualar soils with minor areas of

Argonaut and Ahwahnee soils.
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The soils in this association are shallow to deep and well
drained. They are developed from granitic rocks, mainly quartz
diorite and granodiorite, except for the soils around Lafferty
Peak and Paynes Peak which are formed from tuffaceous rocks.

The Sierra soils have a grayish brown or brown, medium
acid, loam surface soil and a reddish brown to yvellowish red,
slightly acid, sandy clay loam subsoil. They are moderately deep
Oor deep to weathered granitic bedrock. Rock outcrops are common
in many areas. Auberry soils also have a grayish brown to brown,
medium acid, loam surface soil, but the subsoil is a brown to
light yellowish brown, medium to strongly acid, sandy clay loan.
They are mostly moderately deep to weathered granitic rock.

Cienaba and Ahwahnee soils are pale brown to grayish
brown, sandy loan soils that change little in texture with
depth. Cienaba soils are shallow and Ahwahnee soils are
moderately deep. Both soils have numerous rock out-crops.

Chualar soils are deep alluvial soils formed in outwashed
materials mainly from other soils of the association. They
occupy nearly level to gently sloping bottomlands mostly in the
vicinity of Oregon House and Dobbins. The soils have a grayish
brown, loam surface and a brown to strong brown, sandy clay loam
subsoil.

The Sierra, Auberry, Cienaba, and Ahwahnee soils are used
primarily for winter and spring range. Many areas of Sierra and
Ahwahnee soils have dense stands of brush that limit their use
for grazing. The few yellow pines on the Sierra soils generally
are non-commercial or of low quality. Chualar soils are also
used for range, but they hold the greatest potential for
extensive development. They are well suited for climatically

adapted orchards of the area.
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5C. Englebright-Rescue Association

Moderately deep to deep, medium textured, cobbly and rocky

soils developed from basic igneous rocks.

The soils in this association are located in the upper
foothill region of the county, generally at elevations of 1,000
to 2,700 feet. They occur in the transition zone between the
woodland-grass soils of the lower foothills and the forested
soils at higher elevations. The soils occur on gently rolling
hills to steep canyon slopes under open to dense stands of
shrubs, hardwoods, and grass. Thin stands of yellow pine occur
on some of the more humid slopes at higher elevations. The mean
annual precipitation ranges from 35 to 55 inches, part of which
occurs as snow during the winter months.

This association covers about 11,500 acres or 3.7 percent
of the survey area. The Englebright soils are dominant and make
up about 65 percent of the association. Rescue soils account for
30 percent of the acreage and the remaining 5 percent is mostly
Argonaut soils. Small areas of mixed alluvial lands and Dobbins
soils are included.

The Englebright soils have a brown, medium acid, granular,
loam surface soil and a reddish brown to yellowish red, medium
acid, clay loam subsoil. They are moderately deep or deep to
weathered basic igneious rock, mainly gabbro-diorite and gabbro.
Most areas are cobbly or rocky and drainage is good. The Rescue
soils are similar to the Englebright soils, but they have a weak,
massive surface soil and are less acid. Rescue soils generally

occur on the dryer, south facing slopes and ridgetops under a



North Yuba Petition
Page 28

oak-shrub~grass cover and the Englebright soils are commonly
found on the more humid, denser vegetated north slopes. Some
areas of Englebright soils have thin stands of yellow pine.

The Argonaut soils are redder colored and more stongly
developed than the Englebright and Rescue soils. They have a
reddish brown, loam surface and a reddish yellow to yellowish
brown, dense clay subsoil. They are moderately deep and
moderately well to somewhat poorly drained.

Soils of this association are used primarily for annual
range, wildlife habitat, and watershed. Some areas of
Englebright soils support thin stands of yellow pine, but timber
sites are generally low to very low. The minor inclusions of

Dobbins soil support better stands of timber.

SOILS OF THE MOUNTAINS

The mountains of Yuba County are part of the western slope
of the Sierra Nevada. This is a region of gently rounded ridges,
rolling hills, and steep canyon slopes that is deeply entrenched
by the Yuba River and its tributaries. Elevations range from
1,600 feet to more than 4,800 feet. The precipitation increases
rapidly with increasing elevation; it ranges from 45 inches to
more than 80 inches, much of which falls as snow at higher
elevations. The natural vegetation is chiefly mixed forests of
conifers and hardwoods, with some shrubs. A few areas have dense
stands of brush.

The soils in the mountains are used primarily for the
production of timber. Christmas trees are harvested from some
areas. A few places have been cleared for apple orchards, lumber

mills, townsites, or other uses.
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There are six soill associations in the mountains of Yuba
County. They are separated mainly on the basis of depth,

stoniness, and kind of parent rock.

6A. Dobbins Association

Deep to very deep, well drained, cobbly and noncobbly

solls developed from basic igenious intrusive rocks.

The soils in this association occur on gently rounded
ridges and rolling hills to steep hillsides and canyon slopes
that border minor drainageways and creeks. They are located in
the northeastern part of the county, generally at elevations of
1,300 feet to 3,500 feet. Most areas are scattered throughout a
broad zone extending northward from the Yuba-Butte County line
near Forbestown. Several isolated areas are located in the
vicinity of Woodleaf and Greenville. The natural vegetation
consists of mixed stands of conifers, hardwoods, and shrubs.
Some of the more open areas at lower elevations also have a thin
ground cover of grasses. The mean annual precipitation ranges
from 45 inches to more than 65 inches, some of which falls as
snow during the winter months.

This association covers about 11,900 acres or 3.9 percent
of the survey area. The Dobbins soils make up about 95 percent
of the association. The remaining 5 percent consists of small
areas of Colluvial land and Rock land plus minor inclusions of
Rackerby, Wisheylu, Sierra, and Challenge soils.

Dobbins soils are deep to very deep, well-drained soils.
They have formed in weathered material from basic igneous rocks,

mainly gabbros and gabbro-diorites. They have a brown, granular,
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loam surface and a red, firm, clayey subsoil. Many areas are
essentially free of gravels and cobblestones while other areas
have numerous rock fragments throughout the profile. A few areas
have surface stones or rock outcroppings.

The Dobbins soils are extensive timber producing soils.
Timber sites generally range from low to high. Some logged areas
have moderate sheet erosion and shallow gullies. These soils are
also managed for watershed, wildlife habitat, and recreation.
Some areas with more open forest stands, especially at lower
elevations, have enough grass cover to provide limited spring and
summer range for livestock. A small acreage has been cleared for

apple orchards and irrigated pasture.

6B. Rackerby-Dobbins Association

Moderately deep to deep, moderately well drained, stony

and rocky soils from basic igneous intrusive rocks.

The soils in this association occur at intermediate levels
in the north-eastern part of the county, generally at elevations
of 1,500 to 3,000 feet. The most extensive areas are located
between the Indiana and Cummings Ranches, northwest of Daken
Flat, east of Lake Francis, and around Lake Mildred. The
topography is mostly gently undulating to hilly, but a few steep
slopes drop off sharply to minor creeks and drainageways. The
mean annual precipitation is 40 to 55 inches, some of which
occurs as snow. The vegetation consists mainly of moderately
dense to dense stands of shrubs interspersed with some hardwoods

and conifers. Timber sites are very low or noncommercial.
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This association covers about 5,800 acres or 1.9 percent
of the survey area. The Rackerby soils account for about 50
percent of the association and the Dobbins soils about 35
percent. The other 15 percent is mostly Wisheylu soils, small
areas of Challenge, Dobbins, and Englebright soils, and less
extensive areas of mixed alluvial land and Rock land.

The Rackerby soils are moderately well drained and
moderately deep to weathered gabbro or gabbro-diorite rock. They
are cobbly or stony, and rock outcrops are common. The surface
soil is a brown, gritty loam that abruptly overlies a strong
brown to yellowish red, dense clay subsoil. This subsoil horizon
restricts air and water movements and limits root development.

The Dobbins soils in this association are a moderately
well drained variant of the Dobbins series. They have a reddish
brown, loam surface like typical Dobbins soils, but it is
abruptly underlain by a strong brown to yellowish brown, dense
clay subsoil similar to that of the Rackerby soils. The soils
are generally moderately deep to weathered gabbro or ygabbro-
diorite. Cobblestones occur throughout the profile and some rock
outcroppings are common.

Wisheylu soils are also developed from gabbros or
gabbro-diorites, but they are not as well drained as the Rackerby
or Dobbins variant soils. They have a dark brown or grayish
brown, loam surface and a brown, heavy clay loam or clay subsoil
that becomes light brownish gray or olive brown in the lower
part. Depth to weathered bedrock is 20 to 42 inches.

The soils of this association are used mainly for wildlife
habitat, watershed, and recreational purposes. The sparse stands

of timber are of very low or noncommerical quality.
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Woodland~grass areas of Wisheylu soils and open or cleared areas
of Rackerby and Dobbins soils provide limited spring and summer
range for livestock. Soils in this association are particularly
susceptible to erosion. Some areas which have been burned or
cleared are now moderately to severely eroded. Road cuts and
fills quickly develop gullies if runoff waters are not properly
controlled.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
of
NORTH YUBA VITICULTURAL AREA
for

Renaissance Vineyard & Winery, Incorporated

An area of land situate in the County of Yuba, State of

California, as shown upon the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute
Quadrangle Maps: "Oregon House", "Rackerby", "French Corral", and
“"Challenge”, and including portions of Township 16 North, Range 6
East; Township 17 North, Range 6 East; Township 17 North, Range 7
East; Township 18 North, Range 6 East; Township 18 North, Range 7
East, all of Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian, and being more
particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of Woods Creek and the mean high

water line of Harry L. Englebright Lake, located in the S.E. 1/4
of Section 35, T 17 N, R 6 E, M.D.B. & M.;

1.

Thence, Northeasterly, 3 miles more or less, along Woods Creek
to the end of said Creek;

Thence, North, 0.5 miles, to Rice's Crossing Road;

Thence, Northwesterly, 2.5 miles, along Rice's Crossing Road,
to its intersection with Marysville Road and Frenchtown Road:

Thence, Northeasterly, 0.7 miles, along Frenchtown Road to the
Road to Lake Mildred, located in the N.W. 1/4 of Section 2, T
17 N, R 7 E;

Thence, Northwesterly, 1.0 miles, along said Road, to the mean
high water line of Lake Mildred:

(continued)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Thence, Northerly,

0.2 miles, along the

mean high water line of
Lake Mildred to Dry Creek
as it intersects Lake
Mildred:

Thence, Northeasterly, 1.1 miles, along Dry Creek to the
intersection of Dry Creek with Frenchtown Road;

Thence, Southerly, 0.2 miles, along Frenchtown Road to the
intersection of Frenchtown Road with Frenchtown-Dobbins Road;

Thence, Easterly, 1.0 miles, along Frenchtown-Dobbins Road to
the intersection of Frenchtown-Dobbins Road and Indiana School
Road: .
a.’ong Freac htown ~Dybbias Rovd

Thence, Easterly, 0.8 miles,,tO the N.E. corner of Section 31,
T 18 N, R 7 E, located in Marysville Road:

Thence, Easterly and Southeasterly, 1.1 miles, along
Marysville Road, to the intersection of Marysville Road and
Lake Francis Road;

Thence, Southerly, 3.0 miles, along Lake Francis Road, to the
Middle Fork of the Yuba River at the Colgate Powerhouse;

Thence, Southwesterly, 1.0 miles, along the Middle Fork of the
Yuba River, to the mean high water line of Harry L.
Englebright Lake:

Thence, Southwesterly, 8.0 miles, more or less, along the mean
high water line of Harry L. Englebright Lake, to the
intersection with Woods Creek, being the point of Beginning
and containing 16,000 acres more or less.

End of Description

Prepared by:

F. Michael Hotes, Land Surveyor
P. O. Box 267

Oregon House, CA 95962

I tocher) YT~
F. MICHAEL HOTES, L.S.5449
Date: November 1, 1984
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U.S5.G.S. MAPS

(Enclosed)



RENAISSANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY INCORPORATED

The enclosed are the boundaries of the pro-

rosed NORTH YUBA viticultural area as found

on the appropriate U. S. G. S. maps.

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 RENAISSANCE, CALIFORNIA 95962 916-692-2222



RENAISSANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY INCORPORATED

January 11, 1985

Mr. Michael J. Breen
Coordinator, FAA

Wine and Beer Branch

Post Office Box 385
Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Mr. Breen,

I enjoyed our conversation today; it's a pleasure working with
you and encouraging to see our 'North Yuba' petition proceeding so
well.

Enclosed you will find pages from our local telephone book
which illustrates that the communities of Dobbins and Oregon House
are listed as 'North Yuba' while Brownsville, just to the north of
the proposed boundary, is included in ‘Challenge'. I trust this
will help to substantiate that the proposed area is locally known
as 'North Yuba".

In another area, data collected from three field stations in
our vineyard over the past nine years establishes that the mean
annual temperature is 59 degrees F, the average annual rainfall is
40-45 inches, and that the growing season approximates 225 days.
The elevation is about 2,000 feet above sea level.

Please let me know if you require additional information.
Thank you for your continuing assistance.

Sincerely,

Qzamﬁ%-’é’?wz

James R. Bryant
Treasurer

JRB:ns

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 RENAISSANCE, CALIFORNIA 95962 916-692-2222



PACIFICESBELL .

Marysville and Yuba City Area [ co®2°

January 1984

White Pages include listings for Butte, Nevada, Sutter
and Yuba Counties and part of Glenn, Placer and
Sierra Counties except Soda Springs and Truckee

See back cover for area served

i Official Sponsor of the Pacific Bell
€ 1984 Olympic Games g Yellow Pages

© 1980 L. A. Olympic Committee
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RENAISSANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY INCORPORATED

December 6, 1984

Michael J. Breen

Coordinator, FAA

Wine and Beer Branch

Post Office Box 385
Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Dear Mr. Breen,

Enclosed you will find the following items:

1.

The soil survey of Nevada County. The Soil Conservation
Office in Nevada County requests that this survey be returned;
a mailing label for that purpose is enclosed.

The soil surveys for the Chico and Oroville areas in Butte
County. There apparently is no single survey for all of Butte

County available. The two maps supplied, when combined, cover
most of the area.

The soil survey of Sutter County in the event you are
interested.

A map of Yuba and Sutter Counties with the area of Reniassance
Vineyard approximately indicated.

Several photographs of Renaissance Vineyard. For orientation,
#1843 is taken from the Yuba River side of the vineyard and
faces basically east. The Sierra Nevada Mountains are in the
distant background. #9841 is taken from the central part of
the vineyard and is in a northwesterly direction. The
foothills increase in altitude from left to right .

I hope that these materials are of value in helping you to gain a
‘feeling' for the NORTH YUBA area. I look forward to hearing from
you again as the petition progresses.

Sincerely,

James R. Bryant
Treasurer

JRB:ns

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 RENAISSANCE, CALIFORNIA 95962 916-692-2222



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
113 Presley Way - Suite One, Grass Valley, CA. 95945

December 3, 1984

Mr. James Bryant
P.0. Box 1000
Oregon House, CA. 95962

RE: Nevada County Soil Survey
Dear Mr. Bryant:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a soil survey of the Nevada
County Area, California.

Per our phone conversation, I must reiterate that there is

a limited supply of these soil surveys. Please return this
copy to us when you are finished using it. I have enclosed
a self addressed Tabel for your convenience.

We hope that this soil survey is useful to you. We appreciate
your assistance in its return.

Sincerely, /

'-";( kv m&.):\“ [ 0 ’W'Y‘\ (j“:if»i.,k\ N
Pamela Moxley D)
Secretary/Bookkeeper .
/pm

12(c1)8Y
/7\@3»«—




RENAISSANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY INCORPORATED

November 24, 1984

Mr. Michael J. Breen

Coordinator, FAA, Wine
and Beer Branch

P.0.Box 385

Washington, DC 20044-0385

Dear Mr. Breen:

I enjoyed our conversation this morning and appreciated
the opportunity to learn a bit more about the process
of establishing a viticultural area.

Enclosed you will find the material you requested. Please
return the books to the Yuba County Library, 303 Second
Street, Marysville, CA 95901 when you have no longer a
need for them.

I am looking forward to the successful conclusion of
this application; please let me know of any way that I
can assist you toward that end.

Sincerely,

James R. Bryant
Treasurer

JRB:eb

7 e

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 RENAISSANCE, CALIFORNIA 95962  916-692-2222
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HISTORY OF YUBA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.

to await in vain his return) being the lendors.  This was the « For.

" lorn Hope Purty,” over whose dreadful sufferings and disaster we must

throw n veil. Deanth in its most awful form reduced the wretehed com-
puny to seven—btwo men and five W()lllq)n;\leon suddonly tracks woro
discovered imprinted in tho snow. “{nn any one imugine,”"—says Mary
Gruves in her recital,— the joy these foutprints gave us? We ran as
fast ny onr strength would carry wa”  Turning n sharp point they sud-
denly enme upon an Indian rancherie.  The acorn-bread offored them
by the kind aml awe-stricken savngen was engerly devonred.  But on
thoy prossod with their Judian guides, only to ropent their dreadful
sulforings, wntil ab Inst, ono ovening about the Inst of Janunry, Mr.
Eddy, with his Indian guide, preceding the party fifteen miles, renched
Johnson's Runch on Bear viver, tho first settloment on the western
slope of the Sicrras, when relief was sent back’ as soon as possible,
and the remaining six survivors were brought in next day. It had beon
thirty-two days since they left Donmer Lake. No tongue can tell, no
pen portray, the awful suffering, the terrible and appalling straits, as
well us tho noble deeds of heroism that characterized this march of
death. The eternal mountains, whose granito faces bore witness to
their sufforings, are fit monuments to mark the lnst resting place of
Churlos T, Stanton, that enlbwred, hovoic soul, who groped his way

through the blinding snows of the Sierras to immortality. The divinest
enconiwm—* Ho gave his lifo ns o ransom for muny "—iu his opitaph,
foroshadowed in his own noble words, “I will bring aid to these fam-
ishing people or ley down my life."

Nothing could he done, in the meantimo, for the relief of the
sufferevs at Donnor Lake, without sccuriné help from Fort Sutter,
which was speedily accomplishedd by John Rhodes. In a week six
men fully provisioned, with Captein Rensin P. Tucker at their
head, reached Johnson’s Ranch, and in ten or twolve days’ time, with
[rovisions, mulus, ote., tho fieat rolief party started for the scene nt
Donner Lake. It was a foarful undertaking, but on the morning of
tho ninoteonth of Februnry, 1847, the nhove party bognn tho descent
of tho gorgo loading to the Inke.

We have purposely thrown a veil over the drendful sufforings of the
stricken band loft in their wrotched hovels at Donner Lake. Reducod
to the vergo of starvation, many died (including numerons children,

of whom neven were nursing babes) who, in thin dreadful state of

- hocensity, woro sununnrily disposod of.  Raw-hidos, moccnsing, atrings,

vle, wore enton. DBut rolief was now close at hand for the poor
stricken sufforers.  On the evening of the ninefeonth of February,
1847, tho stillnows of donth that had settled npon the scone was broken by
prolonged shouts. In an instant the pninfully sonsitive ears of the
denpniring watchers canght the welcome sound. Captain Tucker with
lin rolief party hudd nt lust areived upon the scene. Every face was

bathed in tonrs, and the strongest mon of the relief party melted ut
the appnlling sight, sat down and wept with the rest. DBut time was
procious, as storms were imminent.
gathered.  Twonty-three meuhers startod, among them soveral women
and childron.  Of this muubor two wore compolled to roburn, e
threo perished on the journey. Much hardship and privation was
exporienced, and their provisions were soon entirely oxhausted.
Death onco more stared them in the faco and despair sottled upon
thom. But assistanco was near at hund.  James F. Reed, who had
proceded the Donner party by some months, swddenly appeared with
The

joy of the meeting was indoscribable, especially betweon the family

the socond relicf party on the twenty-fifth of February, 1847,
amd the long absent father. Reprovisioned, the party pressed on, and
gnined their destination after sovere suffering, with eighteen members,
only three having perished. Reod continued his journey to the cabins
at Donner Lake.

tionand dironso were fast claiming their victims.

There the scene was simply appnlling,—starva-
March Ist (nccord-
ing to Breon’s diary), Reed and his party arrived at the camp.
Proceeding directly to his cabin, he was espiod by his little daughter
(vho, with her sister, was carried back by the provious party) and
inmodintoly rocognizod with a cry of joy. Provisions were carofully
dealt out to the fumishing people, and immediate steps were taken for
the roturn.  Soventeen comprised this party. Half starved and
complotely oxhausted, they were compelled to camp in the midst of &
This
wag “Btarved Camp,” and from this point Mr. Reed, with his two

furious storm, in which Mr. Reed barely escaped with his life.

little children and another person, struggled ahead to oblain hasty
rolief if possible.

On the sccond dny after leaving * Starved Camp,” Mr. Reed and the
thren crmpanions wore overtaken by Cady and Stone, and on the night
of the third duy reached Woodworth's Camp at Bear Valley in safoty.
The horrors of Starved Camp beggar all description, indeod, require
nono. Tho third reliof party, composed of John Btark, Hownrd Onkloy,
il Charlos Stone, were nenring the roscus, while W. H. Fostor and
W. H. Eddy (rescued by a former purty) were bent on the smne
minsion. These, with Hiram Miller, sot out from Woodworth's eamp
the following morning after Reed's nrrival. The eleven wore duly
renched, but wore in & starving condition, nine being unuble to walk.
By the noblo resolution and hurculonn offorts of Johu Stark, a port
of the number were borne and urged onward to their destination,
while the other portion were compolicd to remain and awnit another
reliof party. Whon the third reliof party undor Foster and Eddy arrived
at Donnor Lake, the sole survivors at Aldor Cresk wore (Goorge Don-
ner, the Captain of the company, and his heroic wife, whose dovotion to
her dying husband caused hor own death during the last and fearful days

The return party was quickly |

of wuiting for the fourth relief.  George Domner knew he way dying and
urged his wife to save her life and go with her little ones with the third
relief, but she refusel. Nothing was more heart-rending than her sad
parting with her beloved littls ones, who wound their childish nrms
lovingly nround hier meck and besought her with minglod tonrs and
kisses to jointhem. Butduty prevailed over affection, and she retrneed
the weary distance to dic with him whom she had promised to love and
honor to the end,  Such scenes of anguish wro seldom witnessed on this
sorrowing enrth, wnl such acts of trinvmphant dovotion are her most
golden deeds.  The snowy cerements of Donner Luke enshrouded in its
utilly whiteness no purer life, no nobler et than hers.  The terrible
recitals that close this awful trgedy we willingly omit.

The third relief party rescned the five last survivors but one; the
fourth and last velief purty rescued Lewis Keseberg on the seventh of
April, 1847,

Party. Of these, forty-two perished, six of whom did not live to

Ninety names are given as members of the Donner

reach the mountains, and forty-cight survived. Twenty-six, and possibly
twenty-cight, out of the forty-eight survivors are living toluy, several
residing in Sun Jose, Culistogn, Los Gatos, Marysville, and in Oregon.

Thus ends the narrative of horrors, scarcely without a parallel,
cortainly not in the annals of Awmericun hiskoy, of nppalling disastors,
fenrful sulforings, heroie fortitwlo, solf doninl and horoism.
turns with relief from ita recital.

The mind

CHAPTER VIL

GOLD DISCOVERIES.

Discovery of Gold nenr San Fernando Mimion by Raptiste Rouelle In 1841 Slow working of the
Minos—Vislt of Dr. Bandola— Hiw Opinion of the Country in Regard to ite Mineral Wealth—
Hig Advice to Captain Buttar—-Pablo Guttolrez finds tho Freclous Riack Sand on Rear River
-—The Necomsity of 2 Batus — Efforte to Soure One—oath of Quttoires and Abandonment
of the Bearch by Genoral Bidwell—Proparations for the Construetion of Butler's Mill—
James W, Marshall tho Contractor—The Discovery In the Mill-Race at Coloma—The Credit
Due to Captain Suttor.

Tne finding of gold at Colomn by Marshall was nob the real discovery
of the precious metal in the territory.  But the time and circumstances

Cc ted with i"', tc i th

with the existing stato of nffuirs, caused the
rapid dissemination of the nows. People wore ready and enger for some
new excitoment, and this proved to bo the menns of satisfying the desire.
From all parts of Culifarnia, the Const, the United States, and in fact,
the World, ponred in vast hordes of gold-sockers, The procious metal
had been found in many placos, but the most notorious of these discover-
jes wore the following. Baptiste Rouelle, who settled on Feather river
in 1848, was a Canadian Fronchman, and had been trapping many years
in the Rocky mountaing, whonco ho had found his way into New
Mexico, where he lived for Bome years and followed placer-mining.
From New Mexico he camo to the southern part of California at the
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Penk, thivty miles from Monteroy.  Cnstro’s forces appenrved, but
beyowd a few mock assaults, did no fighting, so that on the fourth duy,
Fromont deomed it expedient to avoid nctunl collision, and slowly
marchod  north toward  Orvegon. - Maving  pussed  the border he
wat overtaken by  Licutonant Gillespie, an mmy  officor,  with
dispatelies, the contonts of which, il the oxisting wluto of affai,
cuted him to robwen,  Passing down the Sacramonto valley, he
oncumpund in the Buttes, in Sutter County.  Fremont, while heve, was
informed by Mr. Knight that a party of Mexiean soldiers under Lieu-
bomnt Do Arew, in churgo of & bund of horses, werg braveling from
Sonoma to the southern eontry.  Fremonut immedintely sent out
Pty which, uftor passing Suttor’s Fort, amd without the knowledge
of Captain Suttor or any econsultation with him, attacked the Moxicans
o the Coswmnes viver, June 11th, eapturing the horses nnd sending
Licatenant Do Arco and his mon to report to Castro.  The movement
was cliimed to bo in defense of Amorican scbtlers, but the rend facts in
the case were that no scttler ever implored Fremont for uid.  All Amer-
iy believed or prayed that the torritory should come under the control
of the Unitd Statos; they desired, howevor, the chinngo 60 be hrought
uband by poncoful messures,  Tho huntors who usundly wintored at Sut.
tor's For, wora the tissl to vitly neound Fronont's cunp, - Subtor, having
at one time compluined of the nets of Fremont, the lntter came down and
told the genorous old pioneer that if he did not like what he (Fremont)
was doing, he would set him across the San Joaquin river, and ho conld
join the Mexieans, Tuthill, in his « Uistory of California,” states that
the purty who nttuckei Lieutenant De Arce were under tho leadership of
Captain Merritt, and that they were the.lmrsuns who marched onSonoma,
and formed the nuclous of the “ Benr Flag Party.” Following this assualt
on the Moxicans and tho nels of the “Bear Flag Party,” Custro
retrented to Loy Angeles, and was promptly followed by Fromon,
Before any nction wccnrved, tho nows of the rmising of the stis and
stripes ut Montorey hy Commodore St was horallod.  Then fol-
lowed a series of conflicts, mostly of slight importance, the battles
in Culifornin boing supplementary to the war in the East and South.
After the war was onded, it becane necessary for the conquering forces
to uppoint n Uovernor. A coutest onsued s to whother Livutenant
Fromont, who had received n commission from Commodors Stockton,
or Gonoral Kenrnoy, should Do the ruler. It was finally ended by
Fremont, undor orders, nccompanying Gonernl Kenrney on his nuuch
onst. At Fort Leavenworth Fromont wus arvested, and at Fortress
Momoe, a courtnmrtinl found him  guilty of muting, disobedience
and disorderly conduct, and ho was by its sentenco, deprived of his
commission.  Thig ended his conncetion with the nemy, but did not
sorve t dumpon his awabition, or sully his reputation ns oo to whom

tho gratitwle of nll American citizens is duo.

CHAPTER VI
THE HISTORY OF THE DONNER PARTY.

Beone of the Tragedy —Organiz tlon and Compoaition of the I'urly- -“The Departure - Flection
of (eorge Bonner ok Captalu - Hauting's Cut-off—Nest at Rono—Ascent of the Mountsing
—Arrival at Donner Lake - $now Sturms—Construction of Cabins -Starvation .. Forlorn
HopeParty™—Cajptain Hessin P. Tucker's Reliof Prrty—The Sufferings at Douner fLake
—Jamen F. flood's Rolief Party . Ytarvod Camp”-The Third Rellof Pacly - Horolam
aud Dovotion of Mrs. (fourge Bonner--The Fourth Reliof Parly 't'ho Sarvivas,

{Thoe dats for tho following narrative have beon gleanud from * The titory of the Don-
ner Party,” & work from tho pen of Mr. €, F. McGlashan, and pubtished Ly Mewsrs, Crowley
& McGlushan, proprictors of tho Truckee Republican, to which we refor tho reador for
turther information on the subjeet.}

Tunee miles from Truckeo, resting in the greon lap of the Sicrras,
lizs ono of the lovelicst sheets of water on the Pacific Coast. Tall
mountain penks ave reflectod in its clenr wators, revealing a picturo of
oxtrenio Joveliness nnd quiet posce. Yot this peaceful seono was the
amphithentre of the mest tengic ovent in the amuly of carly Califoruia,
#The Dommer Party” was orgunized in Sangnimon county, Tlinois, by
Goorgo and Jacob Donner, and James F. Reed, in the spring of 1846,
In April, 1846, the party set out from Springfield, TH., nnd by the first
week in May, hul reached Independence, Missouri, where the party
was inerensed until the train munbored about two hundred or three hun-
drod wigons; tho Dormor fumily mnubuoring sixteon porsons, tho Reed
fumily, sovon, tho Graves family, twolve, the Murphy funily, thie-
teen, were tho principnl fumilies of the Domer purty proper. At
Independence provisions were laid in for the teip and the line of jour-
ey taken up. In the ocensioual glimpses we havo of the party,
fentures of Lut little intorest present themsclves, out of the ordinary
oxperience of pioncor life. A letter from Mrs. George Donner, written
near the junction of tho Novth and South Platte, duted June 16, 1846,
reports n favorable journcy of 450 miles from  Indepondence,
with no forobodings of the terriblo disastors so soon to burst upon
them, At Fort Laramie a portion of the party colehrated the Fourth
of July.  Thereafter the train passed, wnmolosted, upon ity Jjourney,
Goorge Donner having boon olocted Captuin at the Little Sandy river,
on the 20th of July, 1846, from which act it took tho namo of
“The Donner Party.”

At Fort Bridger, then a mere trading post, tho fatal choico was
muddo of the route that Jod to such fenrful disnsters and trgie results,
A now route, vin Sult Lake, known as Hustings’ Cut-ofl, was recom.
mended to the party as shortening the distance by threo handred miles,
After duo deliboration, the Donner party of cighty-seven souls (three
having died), were induced to separate from he lnrger portion of the
train (which aftorward armived in Californin in safety), and commenced
their journcy by way of the ITastings’ Cut-off.  They renched Wober
viver, near the hewd of the canyon, in safoty. From this point, in
their jowrnay to Salt Tnko, almost jusrmousdablo difliculties were on-

cuttntered, amd instend of renching Salt Lake in ono weok, s

auticipnted, over thivty days of pevilons travel were consumed
ki the brip— most precious time in view of the dungers tmmin
in the wpidly :tppl"«nu:hin;_; storms of winter,  The story of their te
and sulferings in their jowmey to their fatal cump nt Domner Like
terrible; mtura and stem neeessity seemed aliko arvyed ngninst the
Ou the I of October, near thoe prresent site of Wadsworth, Neve
the destitiuto compuny was happily supplicd by ono C. T. Staut
with food and mules, together with two Indinn vaqueros, finnished
Captain Sutter, without compensation.

Thrce

The storm clo

At the present sito of Rono, it was conclded to vest,
fonr days’ time was lost,  This was the fabal nct.
wers alrendy hrowing upon the mountuing, only » fow miles dista
Tho ascont was ominous.  Thick and thickor grow the clouds, onlstr
ping in threatening buttelions the now cager feot of the sl
emigrants, until at Prosser creck, three miles below Trnckee, Octol
28, 1846, o month earlicr than usual, tho storm set in, and they fou
themselves in six inches of newly-fallen snow,  On the summit it
aleeady from two to five feet doep.  Thoe party, in wmmch confusic
finally vencled Donner Tako in disovdered fingments,  Froquent o
dusperato attompts wore nuulo to cross the mountnin tops, but at I
budlfed nned dogpuiving, thoy robuenod to camp ub the Inke,  Phe st
now desconded in all ity pitiless fary upon the ill-fated emigrants, 1
dreadful import was well understood, as laden with omens of sufferi
and death.  'With élight interruptions, the storm continued for sever
dnys.  The animals were literally buried nlive and frozen in the drift
Ment was hastily prepared from  theiv carcusses, and cabi
rudoly built.  One, the Schallenborger cabin, orected Novembor, 184
was alrendy standing about a quartor of a mile below the Inke. Th
the Breon fumily appropriated.  The Murphys erected one threo hu
dred yards from the Inke, marked by a lge stone twelve feet higl
The Uraves family built theits near Donner creck, farther down 4l
stroam, the threo furming the apoxes of n trianglo, and distant 16
yards or more. The Douner brothers, with their fumilies, lastil
constructed a brush shed in Alder Creok valley, six or soven mil
from the Iako.  Their provisions were speodily consumed, and starvi
tion, with all its grim attendant horrors, staved the poor omigrants i
the face.  Duy by day, with nching hourts and paralyzed energies the;
awaited, amid the heating storms of the Sierrns, the dread revelatio
of the morrow, hoping agninst hope” for somo welcomo sign.

On the sixteenth day of December, 1846, u party of seventeon wen
entolled to nttempt the hazandons journey over the mountains, and past
into tho valley beyond for relicf. Two retuned, nnd the remaining
fiftoen prossed om, including Mury Graves, her sister s, Sunh
Fosdick, sud sovernl othor women,—the heroie C. T, Stanton and the

nublo B, W, Ghruyes (who left biy wife und sovon childven nb the luke
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VTRODUCTORY

“Tierra de las Uvas "= "T'he Land of the Grapes! Such was the greeting
to the territory now comprising the County of Yuba by the carly Spanish
seitiers. 'T'heir exclamation was prompted by the prolific growth of the wild
crape along the river and the ereeks.  IFfrom the word “Uvas™ came the name
Vuba, which the county bears today.  Yuba County has proved to be the
iatural home of the grape.

Hall mountain, hali valley, Iving well to the center of Northern Cali-
fornia, Yuba County, with her fertile acres, numbering 393800, stretehed
over 023 square miles, boasts a wealth of resources. .\ third the size of the
State of Delaware, this rich, fertile and productive domain can casily afford
a livelihood to a people considerably in excess of the population shown by
the last government census. Only development is necessary: and this is
well under wav while this volume is being edited.

Yuba County is outlined by Honeut Creek on the north, Bear River on
the south, the Feather River, which stream divides Yuba and Sutter Coun-
ties, on the west, and the foothills of the Sierras on the east, with the Yuba
River meandering its full length through the center.

Owing to the topography of this territory, its climate is not a matter of
latitude and longitude. Its average mean winter temperature is 50.1 degrees
FFahrenheit: the mean summer temperature, /8.3 the mean annual tempera-
ture, 6425 the rainfall in normal seasons, from eighteen to twenty inches.

Fven without water the low, fertile lands of Yuba County have yicelded
fruit and nuts which are first to reach the market. Hops, hay and grain
grow abundantly under natural conditions. In the foothills and mountains
rich gold mines exist:; white in the valley reaches of the rivers, particularly at
ammonton and Marigold, nine miles cast of Marysville, the county seat
dredge mining has helped to place the county in the front rank as the heav-
iest gold-producing territory in the world. Dairying also has become a
leading industry.

The county seat of Yuba County is Marysville, with a population of
G000, Tt is bheautifully situated at the confluence of the Yuba and IFeather
Rivers. It is on the main line of the Southern Pacific, Western Pacific and
Sacramento Northern railroad systems. The latter road has a branch line
connecting Marysville and Colusa, For years a terminal point, Marysville
enjovs the same freight rate on shipments from the Fast as San Irancisco,

Sacramento, and Los Angeles. It is an important shipping point and trading

center for a vast territory, including the great farming and mining sections
Ly which it is surrounded. It is easily one of the Dest business towns on the
Pacific Coast, and is one of the best-improved and best-equipped. A\ large
cannery gives employment in the fruit-harvesting seasons to many people.

Sutter County may well be called *T'he God-made Tlome of Tree and
Vine." Sutter C('mm_\' can't help being great. It holds within its borders
every conceivable attribute to make it one of the foremost agricultural sec-
tions of the world; and that it is rapidly coming into its heritage, is undis-
putably written in the story of its development since its incipiency.
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Marysville Woolen Mills

Among the great industries of Yuba County in the three and a hali
decades following the year 1867, there were none that attracted more wide
spread interest and proved of more importance than the manufacture o
woolen goods. Among the manufacturing establishments in this part o
California, the Marysville Woolen Mills stood preeminent in their line.

It was in 1867 that the plant was established, with a capital stock o
$50,000.  Tocated at the corner of Second and I3 Streets, for thirty vears the
mill continued uninterrupted operations, until destroyed by fire in the vem
1899.  When rebuilt, the mill was constructed on a larger scale, heing
cquipped with the latest improved machinery operated by means of clee-
tricity. T'he late D, E. Knight, who gave to Marysville the race-track
grounds, now known as Knight Recreation Park, was for vears the moving
spirit at the head of the concern. The trade, which was large, extended over
the Western and Northern States, Mexico and British Columbia, and finaliy
to London, England. Besides giving employment to many, the establish
ment provided a home market for the wool-raisers of Yuba and Sutter Coun-
ties. It was an institution of which Marysville was justly proud: for its
blankets, underwear, and suit material became known both in Europe and
America. Toward the end of its career, after the death of D. E. Knight, the
establishment was owned by John Martin. .\ second fire left the mill in it~
present ruined condition,

The Marysville Winery

Another establishment  that Hourished carly in Maryvsville was the
Marysville Winery. At its zenith, none in the State enjoyed a higher repu-
tation for the excellence of its products. Ihe business was established by o
stock company in 1872, and was purchased by the late Gottlieh Sieher in
1834. T'he distillery consisted of very substantial buildings equipped with
the Tatest improved continuous stills, with a capacity of 250,000 gallons of
high-grade brandies and sweet and dry wines per year. Sicher was assisted
in the management of the concern by his son, Henry Sieber, now of Berke-
ley, Alameda County.  Until it ceased operations in the late nineties, the
winery afforded a réady market to the grape-growers of the two counties.

Buckeye Flour Mills

An influential factor that contributed to the prosperity of the city of
Marysville. and of Yuba and Sutter Counties in general, in the days when the
farmers of the two counties depended chiefly upon grain-raising, was the
Buckeye IFlour Mills at Fifth and Yuba Streets. he name of the late Justus
Greely, father of the present county auditor and recorder, Ired 11, Greely,
was almost synonymous with the concern, at the head of which he stood for
years.  During Mr. Greely's regime, shipment of Buckeve flour to China

began, The concern has since heen absorhed by the Sperry Flour Company.

A Faithful Watchman

The Buckeye Flour Mills, and its successor, the Sperry Flour Company.,
had about its properties for many years a well-known night watchman,
Samuel Harrington, whose death was only recently recorded,  On August
9, 1893, during an encounter by night with a trespasser on the property of
his employers, Harrington was shot in the arm and disabled for some time,
Besides more substantial recognition as a reward for his faithfulness at all
times, the flour company gave Mr. IHarrington favorable mention and ex-
tended tribute in a magazine published by the concern.

“Sam” Harrington had as his loyal companions during many a night his
well-trained dogs; and woe be to {he intruder who ignored these faithiul
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was also used for rodeos during the early days. Mr. Walsh had secured a
squatter’s quit claim to the place, which he lafer sold, moving to the Bushby
ranch on the Marysville road. There he built a home but afterward sold the
property to Mr. Bushby, whose family have since lived upon it.  Mr. Walsh
next became owner of a farm on the Sacramento road, which at that tine
traversed Bear River at Johnson's Crossing and continued on through the
Oak Grove country to Smartsville: he also bought the toll house, on the
Sacramento road, and built a portion of the toll road. He was one of the
honored pioneers of Northern California and his life was a long, active and
useful one. T'he mother had come to California in 1858, and in this State her
marriage occurred.  Mr. and Mrs. Walsh were the parents of seven children
John L., Phillip, Iidward, Mary, Nellie, William and Charles,

Mr. Walsh obtained the greater part of his education in the Smartsville
public school and remained at home assisting his father until he reached the
age of twenty-four years. e then started out on his own account and en-
gaged in threshing, sheep-shearing and various kinds of farm work., For
several years he has devoted his attention to stock-raising and is now the
owner of a 240-acre ranch in the hills, four and a half miles southeast of
Smartsville. He has a thorough knowledge of his occupation, gained through
broad experience and careful study.

Mr. Walsh was married in Grass Valley in August, 1884, to Miss Anna
Quick, who was born on December 8. 1860, in Hansonville, Yuba County, a
daughter of Granderson and Libby (Morgan) Quick, natives of Virginia. In
1859 they crossed the plains to California, locating at Timbuctoo, which at
that time was the largest settlement in Rose Bar Township. The father en-
gaged in mining and also participated in public affairs, serving at one time
as constable of Timbuctoo. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh had three children: Charles
Fugene, Walter Lucien and Marie. Mrs, Walsh died on April 9, 1923, heloved
by all who knew her, and is deeply mourned by her hushand and children
and a large circle of relatives and friends, She was, for several vears prior
to her marriage, a successful public school teacher in Yuba and Placer Coun-
ties. She attended the common schools at Timbuctoo and the high school at
Oakland, Cal., and completed her education for teaching at the San Jose State
Normal, from which she graduated.

Mr. Walsh votes according to the dictates of his judgment, placing the
qualifications of a candidate above party ties, and where matters of progres-
sive citizenship are concerned his support is never found wanting. Ile was
a member of Smartsville Parlor, N. 8. (. W., until the organization lost its
charter through lack of membership, Laudable ambition has prompted him
to strive earnestly and untiringly for the attainment of his purpose and he
deserves much credit for what he has accomplished, for it has been won
through hard work and straightforward methods.

HOMER L. DOBBINS.—Yuha County has cause to he proud of the
constructive work of Homer T, Dobbins, who has for years been promi-
nently connected with the horticultural and viticultural development of this
section of the State. He was born in White County, Ind., April 26, 1887, a
son of Simon and Mary (Pefly) Dobbins, both natives of [ndiana, and is
the eleventh in a family of thirteen children born to his parents, both of
whom are now deceased.

Homer 1. Dobbins attended Wabash College, at Crawfordsville, Ind.,
and then entered Purdue University at Lafayette, Ind., and was grad-
uated in the agricultural department with the class of 1908. He came to
California in 1909 and homesteaded a quarter-section of land in Iassen
County, where he lived until 1914, He then came to Yuba County and
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was here associated with development work in the olive orchards of the
Firle district.  In 1917 he organized the Yuba Vineyards Company, and its
first purchase was a tract of 80 acres, known as the Toland property,avhich
the company began to develop to vineyard,  Next, 550 acres were purchased
from C. k. Boardman; and then an additional acreage of 880 acres was
acquired from Lrnest Hutchinson; and the last tract secured was 160 acres
purchased from William [.. Vance. Of this land, 670 acres have been
planted to ‘I'hompson Seedless grapes and Kadota figs; and about 500 acres
have been sold to individuals who intend to locate on their property within
the next few vears, In order to get sufficient water to irricate this exten-
sive tract of land, Mr. Dobbins has brought water through the Bushby ditch
for four and a half miles.  Mr. Dobbins is the president and manager of
this company, and through his efficient direction of its constructive program
the growth and development of Yuba County have been carried forward in
A most substantial manner.,

The marriage of Mr. Dobbins occurred at Reno, Nev., in April, 1912,
and united him with Claudine Wright, a native of San Francisco, and a
daughter of Harry and Fthel C. \Wright. Harry Wright is a tea importer,
with headquarters in San Francisco. Three children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs, Dobbins: Homer, Jr.. Jean Illizabeth, and James Morton. Mr.
Dobbins is a prominent Mason, being a member of the Royal Arch Chapter
and Sciots of Marysville, and the Scottish Rite body of Sacramento.  1In
politics he is a Republican.

CHARLES W. MERZ.—\\'hat science has done, or is every day doing
m oone way or another, to aid the California automobilist, is well illustrated
in the busy life and accomplishments of Charles \W. Merz, the proficient and
very popular “tire doctor™ of 50715 Iifth Street, Marysville,  Tle is a native
son, born in Browns Valley, Yuba County, on February 2, 1898, Grandfather
Merz was a pioneer of San Francisco, where he was engaged in the whole-
sale grocery business. The father, George Merz, was a native of California,
and married Miss Minnte Walker, a. native daughter of the State, also of an
old ptoneer family.

Coming of old pioneer stock, and having inherited native impulses malk-
ing for greater individual independence and initiative, Charles Merz began to
shift for himself and make his own way at an early age. Ile was educated
in the schools of San Francisco and Oakland and the Marysville 1ligh School.
As a boy he sold papers on the streets of San Francisco and Oakland, finally
returning to Marysville in 1912, TFor a while, he attended school by day and
worked in the Marysville Theater in the evenings; and seven years ago he
started to work in the automobile industry, securing employment with Dun-
ning Bros,  Later, he joined the Goodyear Company at Sacramento. Again
coming to Marysville, he opened a business for himself, and has since gone
ahead rapidly.  He will fix an old tire, or sell a new one; does his work well,
and is happy in the patronage of a large number of satistied customers, He is
agent for the India Cord Tires, and also represents the Kelly Kat or Kelly
solid rubber tires, and the Firestone solid tires. His business having grown
to such proportions that he found it necessary to enlarge his quarters, he
is now maintaining a place for pressing solid tires on trucks. ‘I'his place is
located at 717 IL Street, and is completely equipped with the necessary
machinery and appliances, including a hydraulic press for pressing on truck
tires.

Mr. Merz also owns twenty acres devoted to the growing of peaches and
prunes at Live Oak, in the Sunset Colony in Sutter County; and between
Lis regular tire business and his horticulture ventures, he is one of the husiest
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