BEN SPARKS
PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE SECRETARY L May 1982

Mr. G. R. Dickerson, Director
BATF

US dept of Treasury

1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Dickerson,

The Indiana Winegrower's Guild wholeheartedly
supports the concept of "The Ohio River Valley"
viticultural area.

We commend this work of love by John A. Garrett
and suggest that the depth of research, development
of facts and presentation command your attention.

Again we endorse "The Ohio River Valley™"
viticultural area and look for an early affirmative
response to this request.

Sincerel

cc: John A. Garrett
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3379 Cold Springs Road

May 5, 1982

Austinburg, Ohio 44010
{(216) 466-4417

Board of Directors
Anthony P. Debevc
Arnulf Esterer
Robert Gottesman
Louis Jindra
Kenneth Schuchter
Thomas Quilter
Thomas Wykoff

Executive Secretary
Donniella Winchell

Mr. G.R, Dickerson, Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
U.S. Department of the Treasury

1200 Pennsylvania Ave,

Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director Dickerson:

The Ohio Wine Producers Association has reviewed the
petition prepared by John Garrett of Villa Milan Vineyards,
to have the Ohio River Valley Declared a Viticultural area.

We completely concur with this petition and the boundaries
of the area defined by Mr, Garrett. Without opposition
our Association has voted to ask you to act favorably upon
this petition,

Sincerely,

e
Z fém et

Yen Schuchter
President
O.W.P.A,

jm
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Deeember 21, 1982

Mr, John A, Linthicum

Researeh and Regulations Branch

Bureau of Aleohol, Tobaceo and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D,C, 20226

Subjeet: Appelation of Origin - "Ohio River Valley"
Dear Mr, Linthicum:

I would like to add my support to the recent applieation
for the establishment of the Ohio River Valley as a
recognized and distinet vitieultural area,

The applieation, as filed, and slightly altered by ATF,
eneompasses almost the exaet area for whieh we were preparing
an applieation this previous spring, but due to an aceident,
I was hospitalized and it was never completed and submitted,

Having operated a leased vineyard in extreme Southeast Ohio,
and also a winery here, without the benefit of our own leased
vineyard, we have been in the position of using our own grapes
and those purehased in Southwest Ohio, Kentueky, and southern
Indiana,

The same variety of grape from all of these loeations
produced wine with exactly the same unique eharaeteristies
and yet quite different from the same grape variety grown
in Northern Ohio or Upstate New York,

The Ohio River Valley is a eohesive, diseernible region in
soil, elimate and weather and should be so recognized as one
vitieultural area, The tributaries of the Ohio River, whether
they be in Ohio and Indiana or West Virginia and Kentueky
result in a unique area ‘of the United States,

We, therefore, would appreeiate it if you would inelude this
letter in your comments reeived in support of the above
applieation.

Thomas J, Simpsony Partner
Stone Quarry Winery
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VILLA MILAN VINEYARD

Fruit of the vine December 28, 1982 D0, B i
Milan, Indiana 47031
Phone 812-654-3419

John A. Linthicum

Research and Regulations Branch

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvanis Avenue, Ni
Washington, D. C. 20226

Dear John:

Pernaps it 1s superfluous to write you in support of my own petition to
have the Ohio River Valley set aside as a viticultural area but if we are
not to have a public hearing on this matter I want some forum to answer
suggesttions that our propoused area is too large to be meaningful.

Ask a restauranteer or liquor store salesman how often their customers ask
for Auxey-Duresses, Nuits-St. Georges or Vins Fins de la Cote de Nuitse
These are just three of the over sixty place names approved in France that
can be used on wines of the Cote d'Or, which is one of five districts of
Burgundy. Now ask how ofter cunsumers ask for "Burgundy".

France has hundreds of tiny appelations of origin thet are meaningless to

the general consumer. %We us not make their mistakes. Let us define our
viticultural areas in broad enough terms that the average wine buyer knows
where his wine is comming from and can in general terms determine what tastss
suit him best. If smaller designations are necessary to help the enological
expert let us have our subdivisions but not to the exclusion of the larger,
indeed more meaningful larger district.

Let's look at it in comparison to our alternatives. Without the desigmation
"Ohio River Vglley" winemakers can say nothing of the origin of the grapes;
say they are "American"; "Indians®, "Ohio", "Kentucky" or "Hest Virginia®;

or list as their appelation of origin one of the 97 counties included in our
proposed area. Surely, you will sgree that in a viticultural sense a national
or state disignation is indeed meaningless, If we use our county as the
appelation of origin we repeat Francels mistakes. "Ohio River Valley" is;

1. Large enough to be racognizable to the average consumer;

2. Smaller than three of the states included in the area and comparable
in size to the fourth. Yet tells much more of the viticultural
conditions in the growing area;

3. Historically and currently recognized as a viticlutural area by
cunsumers and experts alike., (Refer back to our original petitions) ;

Finally John, the Chio River Valley meets the criteria ATF has set in its own
Regulationse If the Ohlo River is large so is California. So is France. Is
that bad? God (or nature if you prefer) made these matural viticultural areas
large. Vie didn'ts It is only for us to recognize them as viticultural areas
rather than dengy they exist in theif matural boundaries.

S’

more



If you were to reduce the area further the guestion arises who do you leave ouk?
The name "Ohio River Valley" by right belongs to everyone of us engaged in
viticulture in the Valley., Do not deprive even the smallest of us of the
heritage and reputation and regognition we are entitled to as the decendants

of grape growers like DuFour and Longworth.

In closing let me thank ATF and you personally for the ttime and effort you
are giving our petition. Please work for its final ppproval as proposed

in your nottice N. LL2.

Sincerely yours

[ St

John A. Garrett
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(812) 923-9813 (812) 923- WINE

GERALD HUBER AND CARLHUBERATSTARLITE
R1, BOX 202, BORDEN, INDIANA 47106

December 27, 1982

John A. Linthicum, Research and Regulations Branch
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D. Cs 20226

Gentleme n:

We would like to express to you our support of
a petition to approve a Ohio River Velley Viticulturel
Area. We would arpreciate a speedy approval of this
petition as published.

Despite its size, grapes and wine from the Ohio
River Valley share common characteristics. We feel thiot
the name Ohio River Valley informs the public about wine

he is buying much better thsn just the individual name
of a state.

Hoping for a speedy approval.
Sincerely,

HUBER ORCHARD WINERY

~n A (C/Q;,Lﬂw
Gerald E., Huber
President

GEH:a jb
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822 North Tote Road
Austinburg, Ohio 44010
(216) 466-4417

Board of Directors
Anthony P. Debevc
Arnulf Esterer
Robert Gottesman
Norman Greene
Charles Kerns
Allan Klingshirn
John Linehan
Thomas Quilter
Kenneth Schuchter
Richard Woodworth

Executive Secretary
Donniella Winchell

December 28, 1982

Mr. Jon Linthicum, Research and Regulations
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20226

Dear Mr. Linthicum,

The members of the Ohio Wine Producers Associlation
would like to express their support for the proposed
'Ohio River Valley' viticultural area.

The region has historical significance and is generally
recognized by the consuming public. The grapes and
wines produced in this area share common character-
istics. Wineries and growers have traditionally
bought and sold across state lines. The political
boundaries do not separate growing areas and would
create more confusion if identified as 'Ohio River
Valley-Ohio', 'Ohio River Valley-Indiana,' etc.

The river creates the valley and thus the growing
region and although it is large, it is reasonable and
logical.

We would hope that the 'Ohio River Valley' receives
speedy recognition.

Sincerely,
J e it (00 il
Donniella Winchell

Executive Secretary
OWPA

/dw
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822 North Tote Road
Austinburg, Ohio 44010
(216)466-4417

Board of Directors
Anthony P. Debevc
Arnulf Esierer
Robert Gottesman
Norman Greene
Charles Kerns
Allan Klingshirn
John Linehan
Thomas Quilter
Kenneth Schuchter
Richard Woodworth

Executive Secretary
Donniella Winchell

December 30, 1982

Mr. John Linthicum, BATF
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20226

Mr. Linthidum,

As president of the Ohio Wine Producers Association,
I would like to express my support for the 'Ohio
River Valley' appellation of origin petition.

The boundaries include the vineyards and wineries
currently involved in the commercial production of
grapes and wine, Although the area is large, the
grapes and wines all share common characteristics

~and the river provides ‘the similar soil and climate

conditions. To divide it otherwise would be an
artifical breakdown of existing conditions. In additicn,
the area has historically grown grapes and 1s known

to the public in general as 'The Ohio River Valley.'
Another name would create confusion in the consumers'
minds. '

We strongly support the approval of the petition.

Sincerely.,

President, OWPA
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ST. MEINRAD, INDIANA 47577

812: 357-6611

December 27,1982

J ol Linthicruon
j100 ?Mm{tjﬁyum'w ﬂz,

Wwﬁbﬂi‘m, D.C.

Dear fAr: Linthucromn,

It bas come +o wny attention that the petition j—',;-r
the J)r—o})osza[ Ohio River Vuﬂf%t] At eulfur ﬁr‘zu L5 before
the BATF nwm’fi% uﬂamrvmf 1 am Wr’tf‘t"l:vﬁ 4o S0
’tﬁﬂf 'i o Wc/ﬁ n Oy 96 tﬁa j)rayosw( ?‘ 14}:76 fﬁaf’
it be sp zzo{t@ uﬁrwza(,

Jhe wineries ¢n the fm]ao:ec( ﬁr'zn are cwnfumh‘vsz
small ¢ 1+ 15 obviows that iﬁej cot’ Cmm]azl’z with +Hie—
sz fyvociucer-,sy in ether ]awri'; of the Cm/t%fl:lj. 1t is

inton ot %ﬁej shonld rnther c/aj?ui'wft'ze on what ;%
fiave in Hieir fm/m' -~ jr"ﬁvf&f growi M an nrea Hiat gives
them distinctive gualities. Well made wine from these~
qropes fhave a o[eﬁ'm'iz charmcter all their own. The designation
of the O River anﬁaj Vit ewlturnl prea would be arecoqnidion
of Hant choarncter, 4 would provide both encowagement fothe
:Fr-oc[uﬂ?fr; & an aid to the Consumersin idents L'r!:? wﬁm‘:tﬁej
v J‘Ljuin, 1 wrge its ”7’”0{7 cujafrmfzf. sincereh,

DWL& Ztr”/t 0.5. B,
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DAN QUAYLE \ /7,/6:’ COMMITTEES:
INDIANA T ) (. ARMED SERVICES

Aﬁmﬁhw

BUDGET
254 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 224-5623 * f% LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES
Vlnifed Hlafes Henafe
INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE: W ON D c 20510
RooM 447, 46 EAST OHIO STREET ASHINGT: T
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 January 5 5 1 9 8 3

(317) 269-5555

Mr. Stephen E. Higgins

Acting Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Higgins:

I am pleased for this opportunity to add my endorsement to
a petition submitted to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
for approval of an Ohio River Valley Viticultural Area.

I am advised that the Bureau will be reviewing this petition
and supporting information at the end of this month. I would
appreciate your assistance in being informed of the Bureau's
decision in this matter after its evaluation.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and letter
of support. I would advise that future correspondence on this
matter be addressed to the attention of Ms. Janet Boyd of my staff.

Senator
DQ:jbw

Received

JAN -6 1983

_ Office
Congressional Affairs
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McINTOSH'S OHIO VALLEY WINES
2033 Bethel New Hope Road
Bethel, Ohioc 451086

January 4, 1983

Chief of Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms

P. 0. Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044-0385

Attn: Mr. John Linthicum
Ref: Notice No. Uuu2
Gentlemen:

In reference to Notice No. 442, Ohio River Valley Viticultural
Area, I feel that the designated region is too large and loses
the identification of our region. A thorough study will reveal
that the proposed viticultural area in both West Virginia and
Kentucky contributes very little to the wine industry.

It is proposed that these States be deleted from this viticul-
tural area. Further, that the name "Ohio River Valley Viticul-
tural Area" be amended to read "Ohio Valley Viticultural Area'.
Research will show that other viticultural areas do not use the
word "River", for example: Moselle Region, Rhine Region, Middle
Rhine Region, Middle Neckar Region, Lower Neckar Region, Napa
Valley Region.

It is also suggested that the proposed viticultural area be
divided by states, the State of Ohio portion of this viticul-
tural area to be called "Ohio Valley Viticultural Area", and

the State of Indiana portion to be called "Lower Ohio Valley
Viticultural Area". The tradition of wine making by Nicholas
Longworth all centered in Cincinnati, Ohio and eastwardly in

the Ohio Valley. Therefore, I feel that this viticultural area
does have a long standing identification with wine making history.

Very truly:?%upg’ =
7 ; ’% 7 j
' 4Z;ééa/ y M?ﬂ;JﬁzZ%yg\//

Charles D. McIntosh

CDM: am BW-0OH-276
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LEE H. HAMILTON { ,r/‘ 5,/9 K3 2187 RAYBURN BUILDING
9TH DISTRICT, INDIANA (j, b . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
wyl ?? t QM TELEPHONE: (202) 225-5315

COMMITTEES:

Congress of the Tnited States 15 et cenrn

BUILDING 66

’ 1201 EAST 10TH STREET
o oo BHouse of Representatives JEPFERsoNVILLE, TN 47130
. TELEPHONE: (812) 288-3999
PERMANENT SELECT Wasbmgtun, D.C. 20515
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE -0, Box263

AURORA, INDIANA 47001
T ELEPHONE: (812) 926-3535

January 7, 1983

Mr. John A. Linthicum, Chief
Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P. 0. Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044-0385

Dear Mr. Linthicum:

I am writing in support of a petition submitted by Mr. John
A. Garrett of Milan, Indiana, to designate the Ohio River Valley as
a viticultural area.

The Ohio River Valley has been recognized by viticulturalists
for 150 years. Such a designation would help to insure an increase
in the number of vineyards in the area. In the interests of consumers,
the designation will help them identify wines they purchase.

I urge your careful consideration of this petition. I appreciate
your time and attention to my comments. Please advise me of your
actions in this matter. I look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards, I am /7

Sincergéy yours,

LEE H. HAMILTON, M. C.

LHH: joc
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). E. McKINNEY, M. D. Cuiniipteon

MAYSVILLE, KY. 41056
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Mkw 0o O, | 5710

1/11/83

Vr. John Linthicum

Research & Regulation Branch P.A.T.F.
1200 FPennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Sir:

We would appreciate your effort for an early action
on the Chio Valley mine district division. We understand
it is pending and some action should be taken as soon as
possible for everyone concerned.

Sincerely,

@Lcué@ L;u @ . fil e /L];c'uu w-?(.

(1)
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The Ohio State University Department of Horticulture
Ohio Agricultural Research Wooster, Ohio 44691
and Development Center Phone 216 264-1021

January 12, 1983

Dr. John A. Linthicum, Research § Regulations Branch
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20026

Dear John:

Thanks very much for sending me the information from the Federal Register
concerning the various appellations for Ohio. I know from our previous conver-
sation, the concerns that you have for the Ohio Valley appellation. Although
it is large in area, as presently outlined, I had a difficult time determining

why all the people in this area are not equally entitled to the term 'Ohio River

Valley'". I think the term is one that is well identified and should accomplish
the goal of helping the consumer determine what he is buying.

If the petition is approved as published, then I think it would serve the
most good for the most people. Eventually some more unique viticultural areas,
may develop as additional acreage is planted. I have established plantings and
conducted research .n the counties adjoining the Ohio River from Monroe County
to Cincinnati and would find it difficult to call it anything but an Ohio River
Valley climate. By the same token, vineyards established in West Virginia,
Kentucky, and Indiana along the Ohio River should be similar. And, since the
name Ohio River Valley belongs to everyone in that area engaged in viticulture
it would be difficult to name it anything else.

I hope I have been of some assistance to you on this matter. If I can be
of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call or write m e here at the
Research Center.

Very sincerely,
S Ny
i//1§7i§§¥f§?

Garth A. Cahoon
Professor

GAC/bb
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22575 Oak Canyon Road

Salinas, California 93908 January 15 Bt | 983

John A. Linthieum

Research and Regulations Branch

Bureau of Alecohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear My, Linthiecum:

I would like to take this opportunity to comment
upon the proposed Ohio River Valley Viticultural Area.
While I am a California resident, I previously lived in
southwestern Ohio for approximately nine years. As a
result, I am well acquainted with that section of the
Ohio River Valley extending from Madison, Indiana to
Ripley, Ohio,

At this time, I would like to urge the Bureau
of Alecohol, Tobacco and Firearms to approve the propos-
ed Ohio River Valley Viticultural Area as described in
the Federal Register of December 14, 1982. While I re-
alize that the proposed viticultural area is very large,
I cannot offer any substantlve/meanlngful alternatives.
As a matter of fact, after having studied this issue for
the past week, I am firmly convinced that climate and
soil similarities should be the principal criteria upon
which ATF bases its final decision. As you are aware,
these same geographical elements constitute the basis of
Mr. Garrett'’a petition,

While the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
may be concerned by the absence of grape growing in near-
ly one third of the counties proposed to be included
within the aforementioned viticultural area, I would like
to suggest that the Ohio River Valley has great potential
for far more extensive plantings in the years ahead. To-
wards this end, designation of a large viticultural area
in the Ohio River Valley will help to spur new plantings,
new wineries, and new job opportunities - not only in the
already producing counties, but also in most, if not all,
of the currently non-grape producing counties.

Good luck in your evaluation!

With Best Regards,

s ey

Franklyn C. Raeon
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January 24, 1983

Chief

Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, DC 20044-0385

Attn: Notice No. 442

Gentlemen:

I am writing to express my support for establishment of the
"Ohio River Valley"” viticultural area as proposed by Mr.
John A. Garrett and as outlined in your Notice No. 442.

The area petitioned for inclusion in the "Ohio River Valley"
area possesses a unique combination of soils, climate, and
topography. These geographical features lend themselves to
production of wine grapes of a common character unique to
the U.S. Wine Industry.

As a businessman and amatuer grower and winemaker, I feel
that establishment of the proposed viticultural area is
essential to nurturing a wine ardustry in the Ohio Valley.
Public recognition of our regional wines is reguisite to
competing in the growing domestic wine market. Once this
regional recognition is gained, it will be practical to
further establish subdivisions within the proposed "Ohio
River:Walley" area.

In the interest of encouraging viticulture in the Ohio Valley,

I urge your prompt approval of the referenced petition and
thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Very truly yqurs,

, L) N
ZS et _,kﬁz/

David G. Derrid

cc: John Garrett
George Wessel

1397 South Third Lousville, Kentucky 40208 502 636-9273

600 Teton Trail  Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 502 227-2251
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WINE COMPANY

LIBERTY. WEST VIRGINIA 25124 (304) 342-870

Chief, Regulations and Procedures Division
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

P 0 Box 385 "

Washington D C 20044-0385

Attn: Notice 442

January 25, 198;;

Comment from the Fisher Ridge Wine Company an the proposed Ohio River
Valley Viticultural Area:

| Dear Chief:

Fisher Ridge Wine Company agrees with the ATF on the desirability of
establishing viticultural districts as a means of assisting consumers
to better identify the wines they purchase. However, it is our opinion
that these districts will be of limited use so long as there. is no
attempt to identify and encourage recommended grape varieties within
the various vificultural areas,

FRWC feels that the proposed Ohio River Valley District has serious
shortcommings that need to be addressed if it is to meet ATF criteria
of assisting the consumer,

First, is the fact of it's large physical size. The approximate northern
and eastern extreme of this district is Pittsburgh. Louisville is the
far southern and western border. Even though there are general overall
similarities in soil and climate, wines produced in the extremes would
be so dissimilar as to confuse rather than to assist the consumer.
Second, is the wide variety of grapes grown within this particular
district. There are more types and styles produced in the proposed ORV

area than in the entire state of California. Therefore a viticultural

area designation does nothing to assist the consumer azs to the quality



of a variety from the proposed district.

FRWC proposes a series of subdistricts be allowed within the ORV area.
Also, that the producers within the subdistricts be empowered to
establish.a series of approved and recommended varieties. That stricter
rules as to varietal and estate labeling be applied if a sub-district
name 1s used.

If such a system were established consumers would better identify the
products. Also, if stricter standards were applied to sub-districts,
producers would be encouraged to plant and produce recommended varieties
so as to enhance the reputation of their sub-district. It is to be
emphasized that identification of recommended varieties should be left
to sub-district producers.

Finally, FRWC proposes that a Kanawha River Valiey sub-district be
established within the abYove listed ORV area.

Enclosed is a U. S. Depértment 6f the Interior map of the State of

West Virginia scale: one: 500,000, outlining the proposed sub=-district.
The proposed boundaries are as follows:

1) Starting at Ravenswood, West Virginia as the northern most point

in Jackson County.

2) The boundary proceeds in a southerly direction to the town of Ripley
in Jackson County.

3) The boundary then proceeds in 8 southerly direction paralleling I-77
to the city of Charleston in Kanawha  County.

4) The boundary then proceeds in a westerly direction approximately
parallel to I-64 on the northern side of Teays Balley to the City of
Huntington in Cabell County, West Virginia.

5) The boundary then proceeds in a northerly direction along the Ohio
River to Ravenswood, the staring point.

Fisher Ridge Wine Company finds that there are three main features

that distinguish the Kanawha area from the Chio area.



First, and most important is the near constant wind movement that occurs
when the prevailing winds enter the Appalachian foothills. The result is
near frost free conditions in spring and anincreased drying effect during
the growing season which reduces fungus disease problems.

Second is those areas suitable for viticulture. The Ohioc River sites

are located on a broad flat river basin and in to relatively shallow
surrounding foothills. The Kanawha River Valley sites are on ridge tops
of B00 to 1000 feet which take advantage of prevailing wind movement.
Third is the basic difference in soil type. This is the result of the
upthrust of the Appalachian foothills. Soil is basically sandy loam

with bands of red clay in the Kanawha area, whereas the Ohio area lists
grey-brown podzolic as the dominant type.

In summary FRWC proposes that the Kanawha River Valley area be included
as a sub-district of the Ohio River Valley district. We submit that
although Kanawha River Valley has some general similarities, theré is

a significant difference to warrant separate status as a sub-district.
Finally FRWC requests that if ATF feels sub-district status will not

help better defihe the Ohio River Valley area that the Kanawha River
Valley area be separated from the original petition so that Fisher Ridge
Wine Company may petition for the Kanawha Valley Valley as a viticultural

area in it's own right.

Respectfully Submitted,

A AL

Dr. Wilson E. Ward
Fisher Ridge Wine Company
President

WW/1p

enc: map of West Virgina
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8310 N. "POSSUM TROT ROAD;UNIONVILLE, IND. 47468
812 988-2694

BEN SPARKS
PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 26 dJd anuary 1 983

Mr. John A. Linthicum
Research & Regulations BATF
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Linthicum,
Re: "Ohio River Valley”
Viticultural Area
The Indiana Winegrower's Guild strongly
affirms the need for and our right to be included
in the ”Ohio River Valley” viticultural area.

We are in accord with the "Ohio River Valley”
viticultural area as outlined by Mr., John A. Garrett
and we urge prompt action in approving the ”0Ohio
River Valley” viticultural area.

Sincerely,

lds
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Lieutenant Governor
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Director

»
* 2%
»

,
[N
-

State of Indiana
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440 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

(317) 232-8800

TWX: 810-341-3376

Cable: INCOM

25 January 1983

Mr. John A. Linthicum

Research and Regulations Branch

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Linthicum:

As Lt. Governor and Commissioner of Agriculture for the State of
Indiana, I would Tike to encourage the approval of the Ohio River Valley
as a viticultural area as petitioned by the Indiana Grape Growers Guild.
Although I can understand your objections to the petition as stated, it
would seem that we should make every effort to promote those endeavors
that can improve our economy, no matter how small or large.

[ believe the designation of the Ohio River Valley as a viticultural
area, regardless of the boundaries eventually decided upon, will aid the
marketing of wines from that area. It is important that we focus our
priorities on those industries indigenous to this area and that we do
everything we can to see that they prosper. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

HN M. MUTZ

ieutenant Governor
Commissioner of Agriculture
State of Indiana

JMM/RHS/od



South Central Bell

South Central Bell

P. 0. Box 32410 January 27, 1983
Louisville, Kentucky 40232

Mr. John A. Linthicum, Research & Regulations Branch
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D. C. 20226

Dear Mr. Linthicum:

This will advise you of my approval of the Notice No 442,
as published, regarding the Ohio River Valley Viticultural Area.
I find no objections to the discription and to the area covered.

My Vineyard, Noble Ridge Vineyard, is located at Sanders
Kentucky which is well within the '"Ohio River Valley" area. 1
feel that the regional name assigned truly represents the natural
geographical configuration of the area. The grape varieties grown
in this area are generally the same with the same climatic and
soil conditions.

Having a viticultural region to identify with will bring
current vitners together and will inspire other farm wineries to
emerge.

I petition you to promptly approve Notice 442 and I appreciate
your consideration of my opinion.

Cordially,

7] B

gy 7)
BXANELLLL_
éeorge S. Wessel
Noble Ridge Vineyard
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Department of Development

P.O.Box 1001. Columbus, Ohio. 43216

STATE OF OHIO

Richard F. Celeste, Governor
Alfred S. Dietzel, Director

May 16, 1983

ir. Tom George, Chief

Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
P.0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Attn: Notice No. 460 and 462
Dear Mr. George:

I am writing to encourage the designation of three viticultural areas in
Ohio: Lake Erie, Grand River Valley, and Ohic River Valley. The wine
industry is a growing component of the Ohio economy. The designation of
such areas will assist in the marketing and labeling of @hio wines not only
domestically but also in the international marketplace.

Ohio is not a stranger to the wine industry. Prior to the Civil War Ohio
was the nation's leading wine producer. Ohio is once again asserting itself
in this expanding market. The designation of these three areas will assist
that development.

Ohio is producing wines moderately-priced for the domestic market. It is
important that designation is established to insure consumers are informed
in their purchase. The present sophistication of the United States' wine
market demands this type of specification.

Viticultural areas in Ohio and neighboring states will expand our tourism
trade, an important segment of our economy.

As Director of the Ohio Department of Development, I recognize the importance
of the designation of these areas and encourage the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms to certify the areas of the Great Lake, Grand River Valley and
Ohio River Valley as viticultural areas.

Sincerely,

Alfred S. DieTzel
Director

ASD/caf

30 East Broad Street (614) 466-2480
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"STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

CoLuMBUS 43215

RickarD F. CELESTE
GOVERNOR

May 16, 1983

Tom George, Chief

Regulations and Procedures Division

U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms

P.O0. Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

Attention: Notice No. 460 and 462
Dear Mr. George:

I am proud to pledge my full support for designation of the
viticultural areas called Lake Erie, Grand River Valley, and
Ohio River Valley. Designation by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms as viticultural areas is an important
step in the recognition process for Ohio wine.

Ohio has a long history of producing quality wine, and was once
the nation's leader in wine production. The wine industry in
Ohio is ever expanding with increasing sophistication. Ohio
wines are having success entering the international market as
well as providing good, moderately-priced wines domestically.

Designated Viticultural Areas will assist the Ohio wine
industry in marketing and labeling its product. The
designation is also good for consumers; it informs as well as
protects consumers as they shop for their favored wines.

I support all efforts for the official designation of these
areas and will do what I can to assist growth in this
historically Ohio-rooted industry. I encourage the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to designate the Lake Erie,
Grand River Valley, and Ohio River Valley areas as recognized
viticultural areas.

Sincerely,

-

RICHARD F. CELESTE
Governor

RFC/ga
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ODNR ©

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESQURCES

Fountain Square
Columbus, Ohio 43224
{614) 265-6886

May 18, 1983

Mr. Tom George, Chief

Regulations and Procedures Division
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Post Office Box 385

Washington, D.C. 20044-0385

RE: PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 460 & 462

Dear Mr. George:

I enthusiastically support designation of three viticultural
areas in Ohio: Lake Erie, Grand River Valley and Ohio River Valley.
Designation by your agency is important to the recognition of fine
Ohio wines and an expanding industry.

Ohio has a rich heritage as a wine producing state. Along
the Ohio River in southwest Ohio, the climate, soils and physio-
graphy enabled this region to produce quality domestic wines
making Ohio the nation's number one producer in the mid-1800's.

Lake Erie has a moderating effect on climates of the Ohio
south shore, extending the growing season in Ohio's "fruit belt."
The unique combinations of climate, physiography and soils are
important reasons for the expansion of Ohio's wine industry in
the Lake Erie area Grand River valley.

Tourism will benefit as well from the deserved recognition
of Ohio's wine producing areas. The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources is doing its part to foster this important trade. It
is -for this reason that I strongly encourage certification of the
Ohio River Valley, Lake Erie and Grand River Valley as viticultural
areas.

Sincerely,

MYRL . SHOEMAKER
Director

MHS/d1lw

Richard F. Celeste, Governor - Lt. Gov. Myrl H. Shoemaker, Director



