THE CALIFORNIA WINE COMPANY

July 28, 1982

Director

Bureal of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O . Box 385

Washington, D. C. 20044-0385

Dear Sir,
Please accept this petition establishing Potter Valley as a viticultural

area in Mendocino County, California.

This petition was developed after a meeting of a majority of the growers
who own or operate vineyards within the proposed area. Present at the meeting
were the following individuals:

John B. Merritt, Jr. (California Wine Company)
Jean-Marie Martin (California Wine Company)
John L. March (grower)

Bob Stephens (grower)

Larry Thornton (grower)

Garry Farnsworth (grower)

Mark Welch (grower)

/
Nearly all other growers in or near the proposed area were contacted and
the committee is aware of no group or individual who is in opposition to the
proposed boundaries of the Potter Valley Viticultural Area. '

The name "Potter Valley" is in widespread local use and has been used on
wine labels distributed on a national basis.

Specifically,Pacific Gas and Electric Company has maintained a facility in
the area known as the "Potter Valley Powerhouse" with weather records dating
back for at least 45 years. Maps published by the U.S. Department of the Interior
identify the Potter Valley region and in fact a published map is entitled
"the Potter Valley Quadrangle". While the boundaries of the proposed Potter
Valley Viticultural area do not exactly coincide, the area is served by the
"Potter Valley School District" and the "Potter Valley Fire District". The
California Wine Company has distributed wine nationally under ithe name "Potter
Valley". ’

The Potter Valley Viticultural area is surrounded by mountains on all
sides rising over 600 feet in elevation from the valley floor. The floor of
Potter Valley ranges in elevation from about 920' to 1020'. The proposed
boundaries range into the mountainous areas surrounding the valley floor so as
not to exclude small areas of tillable ground located in the surrounding hills.
The rugged terrain of untillable ground in the surrounding mountains insures the
separation of Potter Valley from other viticultural areas located within
Mendocino County. The Eastern boundary has been set to correspond with the
proposed Mendocino Viticultural Area.
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The soils of Potter Valley are primarily of the Cole, San Ysidro, Botella
and Pinole series. The nearby "Redwood Valley" is different in that Redwood
Valley contains considerable Noyo and Newton soil series. Enclosed please
find a soils map published by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation
Service.

Mendocino County is fortunate to have an excellent publication on the climate
of Mendocino County. The Climate of Mendocino County was prepared by the Farm
and Home Advisors office, representing the University of California Cooperative
Extension.

Potter Valley has a transiticnal climate which may be dominated at various
times by the coastal influence of the Pacific Ocean or by interior continental
air masses. Potter Valley is classified as a region III viticultural area. En-
closed please find a table showing various locations in Mendocino and the accum-
ulated degree days for each.
lhe specific boundaries of the proposed Potter Valley viticultural area
may be located as follows on the "Potter Valley" and "Ukiah" U. S. Department
of Interior Geological survey 15 minute quadrangle maps:

The point of beginning is the intersection of T. 17N- T. 16N, Mount Diablo
Meridian and the Mendocino-Lake County line; Going Northwest to the Northeastern
corner of quadrent 4, T. 18N - T. 17N: West to the Northeast corner of quadrent
1; South to the Southwest corner of Quadrent 36; East to R12 @ R11l W; South to
Highway 20; East on Highway 20 to where Highway 20 passes from quadrent 20 to
quadrent 21; Northeast, returning to the point of beginning.

Should any further information be required regarding this petition, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Gl B M T

John B. Merritt, Jr.

Attachments:
- Mendocino Precipitation Map
- Table of Accumulated Degree Days
- USGS Maps appropriately marked
- BATF "Potter Valley" label approval
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