


PETITION TO ESTABLISH THE "SAN LUIS OBISPO COAST" AND "SLO COAST"

AMERICAN VITICULTURAL AREA

I.  INTRODUCTION

The petitioner, SLO Coast AVA Association ("Petitioner"), is an association of 22 vintners and
growers who are growing grapes and producing wine in an area commonly known,
alternatively, as the "San Luis Obispo Coast" and the "SLO Coast." Wine grapes have been
cultivated in the region as early as the 1770s.

The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area encompasses an area of approximately
408,585 acres, of which approximately 3,942 acres are currently planted to vineyards. Within
the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area, approximately 2,661 acres are planted
to vineyard in the Edna Valley AVA and 838 acres are planted to vineyard in the Arroyo
Grande Valley AVA. The remaining 398 vineyard acres are distributed among dozens of
vineyards throughout the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area. There are
approximately 78 different vineyards planted in the area, with a median size of 6.75 acres. See
Appendix 1, a map showing the location of the referenced vineyards and Appendix 2, a
spreadsheet showing the location, owner, average miles to the ocean and total acreage of each
vineyard. There are over 50 bonded wineries located within the proposed viticutural area.

The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area is located entirely within San Luis
Obispo County, California and encompasses the portion of the county with the closest
proximity to and that is most directly influenced by the Pacific Ocean. The close proximity to
the Pacific Ocean and resulting marine influence of the San Luis Obispo Coast region create a
distinctly long and cool growing season that significantly impacts the growth cycle, ripening
pattern, quality and overall character of the varietals grown in the region. Petitioner has
found that the grapes grown and wines produced in this coastal region vary greatly from
those grown in nearby regions further inland, where the vineyards are protected from marine
influence by the California Coastal Range and, specifically the Santa Lucia mountain range,
which separates the proposed viticultural area from the Paso Robles AVA. The eastern
boundary of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is, in most places, delineated by the
Santa Lucia mountain range or the Los Padres National Forest - Santa Lucia Wilderness. The
northern boundary of the proposed viticultural area begins south of the Monterey County line
near the area of Ragged Point. The southernmost boundary of the proposed viticultural area
is just north of the San Luis Obispo County and Santa Barbara County common boundary and
the northern boundary of the Santa Maria Valley. The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area is located entirely within the Central Coast AVA. The Edna Valley AVA and
Arroyo Grande Valley AVA are located entirely within the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
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viticultural area. York Mountain AVA and Paso Robes AVA are east of the proposed
viticultural area, and Santa Maria Valley AVA is south of the proposed viticultural area.

The San Luis Obispo Coast is a unique stretch of California coastline, although it shares a
distinguishing feature with other California coastal AVAs - the marine influence. The
maritime climate prevents extreme temperatures and limits diurnal temperature swings
during the growing season. Although a diversity of grape varietals are grown in the proposed
San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area, the Burgundian varietals Pinot Noir and Chardonnay
dominate, given their suitability to the maritime climate.

Locally and nationally, the name San Luis Obispo is often referred to by its initials - SLO. The
abbreviation appropriately describes an element of the San Luis Obispo culture as well as, and
relevant to this petition, the slow pace to physiological maturity of San Luis Obispo Coast wine
grapes. The petitioner is aware of the convenient and frequently used abbreviation and has,
therefore, petitioned here for the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau ("TTB") to
recognize the proposed viticultural area by two names, "San Luis Obispo Coast" and "SLO
Coast.” The petitioners fear that by petitioning to form "San Luis Obispo Coast" alone, the
inevitable use of "SLO Coast" will be unregulated and cause confusion. In this petition, we use
the names "San Luis Obispo Coast" and "SLO Coast” interchangeably unless otherwise noted.

II. PROPOSED SAN LUIS OBISPO COAST AND SLO COAST VITICULTURAL AREA

To establish the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast and SLO Coast viticultural area and pursuant
to 27 CFR §9.12, Petitioner offers the following:

e Evidence that the names "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast” are interchangeably,
currently and directly associated with an area where viticulture exists;

e Historical and current evidence that the boundaries of the proposed viticultural area
are as specified in the petition and clearly distinguishable;

e Evidence relating to the unique features (climate, geology, soil and physical features)
which distinguish the viticultural features of the San Luis Obispo Coast from
surrounding areas;

e A description of the specific boundaries of the viticultural area, based on features
which can be found on United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) maps of the largest
applicable scale; and

e A copy (or copies) of the appropriate U.S.G.S. map(s) with the boundaries prominently
marked.



Forest Cannon, P.h.D in Geography from the University of California, Santa Barbara and
Climatologist for Storrer Environmental Services has assisted in the preparation of this
petition. Kelly Bobbitt of Mike Bobbitt & Associates, GIS & GPS mapping specialists, prepared
maps in support of this petition. Aaron Jackson, winemaker, and President and founding
member of the SLO Coast AVA Association, has provided expertise in the area of cool climate
viticulture. Jackson was born and raised in the coastal community of Cayucos in San Luis
Obispo County and began working in coastal vineyards near his hometown in 1999,
eventually founding his winery Aaron Wines in 2002. He holds a bachelor's degree in Wine &
Viticulture from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and a master's degree in Oenology from the
University of Adelaide in South Australia.

III. NAME IDENTIFICATION AND BOUNDARY SUPPORT

The names "San Luis Obispo Coast" and "SLO" Coast” are commonly and widely used to
describe the proposed viticultural area. The proposed viticultural area consists of the portion
of San Luis Obispo County, California that is most directly influenced by the maritime climate.

A. Viticultural History

Grape growing and winemaking activities in the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural
area date back to the late 18t century when Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa was founded.
Vineyards were planted and wine produced by padres of Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa as
early as the 1770s.

Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa was founded by Father Junipero Serra on September 1,
1772 in what is now the City of San Luis Obispo. The mission was named in honor of St. Louis,
bishop of Toulouse and son of the King of Naples and Sicily.! Orchards and vineyards were
planted at Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa almost immediately after its founding. The
historian Myron Angel described the mission's early days as follows:

The mission soon became one of the most flourishing in California; extensive
buildings were erected; schools established, and the Indians instructed in the
mechanical arts. Orchards and vineyards were planted; the arable land
cultivated, and the surrounding country stocked with cattle, sheep, horses, and
mules.?

! ERWIN G. GUDDE, CALIFORNIA PLACE NAMES, THE ORIGIN AND ETYMOLOGY OF CURRENT GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 340 (William

Bright, 4t ed. 1998).
> MYRON ANGEL, HISTORY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY CALIFORNIA, WITH ILLUSTRATIONS AND BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ITS
PROMINENT MEN AND PIONEERS 33 (Howell-North Books, reprint ed. 1966).
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Of the landscape of the Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa a few years later in 1775, Angel
said:

The mission, as a whole, presented a fine picture when viewed from a distance
from a commanding position. The red-tiled roofs of the buildings with their
white walls; the silvery-green foliage of the olive mingling with the deeper
shades of that of the fig and other trees; the water ditches winding though
vineyards and gardens; the mountain stream with its banks bordered with giant
sycamores and drooping willows, curving gracefully in its course through the
heart of the mission, the water appearing at intervals through the green foliage,
reflecting the rays of the sun with sparkling brilliancy, contrasting most
picturesquely with each other, and with the bold features of the mountain
scenery, and the perfect azure of the sky.3

Early visitors of the mission were "hospitably entertained” by the padres, free of charge.
"Upon leaving, they were tendered fresh horses; also a flask of wine and a prepared luncheon
- para el camino - for the road."4

The mission's name was used first for the town that grew up around the mission, then for the
county.> Due to the length of the proper name of the mission, "de Tolosa" was eventually
eliminated by custom.® The County of San Luis Obispo, one of the original twenty-seven in the
State of California, was established on February 18, 1850.7

A century after the founding of the mission, vineyard plantings and wine production were
steadily increasing in the area. The San Luis Obispo County Assessor's returns indicate that
800 gallons of wine were produced in 1870.8 In 1873, the Assessor reported that 60,000
grapevines were planted, followed by 80,000 in 1876. Of the grape and orchard activity in San
Luis Obispo in 1877, the historian Myron Angel said:

In the orchard are almonds, nectarines, apricots, and luxuriant growth. Grapes,
strawberries, and other similar fruit are grown in abundance. The locality is
quite elevated, being about 800 feet above the sea, but is so sheltered by the
hills that frost does not destroy fruit.?

*1d.

*1d.

®> MARK P. HALL-PATTON, PLACENAMES OF SAN LuIs OBISPO COUNTY MEMORIES OF THE LAND 118 {EZ Nature Books 1994).
® Angel, p. 33.

7 Gudde, p. 340.

® Angel, p. 175.

°1d. at 184.



In 1882, the Assessor's returns showed that 52 acres of vineyard had been planted and 2,120
gallons of wine were produced.l® By 1883, 81 acres had been planted to vineyard in San Luis
Obispo County.

The modern wine industry in the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area emerged in
the 1970s. In 1974, Bill Greenough of Saucelito Canyon Vineyard and Winery discovered that
vines planted by Rancho Saucelito homesteader Henry Ditmas in the upper Arroyo Grande
Valley in 1880 (once used to make wine at Rancho Saucelito and St. Remy Winery) were still
producing grapes nearly a century later.1?

A few years later, successful early plantings of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir quickly propelled
the notoriety of the San Luis Obispo Coast area as a world-class region for Burgundian
varietals. In 1973, Jack and Catherine Niven planted the 500 acre Paragon Vineyard in the
Edna Valley. That same year, Norm Goss planted the 60 acre Chamisal Vineyard. Further
planting and the development of the area’s first wineries began in the early 1980s with Edna
Valley Vineyard, Claiborne & Churchill Winery, Maison Deutz, Saucelito Canyon Vineyard and
Winery and Talley Vineyards. Over the past 30 years, vineyards have expanded outside of the
Edna and Arroyo Grande Valleys into the larger coastal area of San Luis Obispo County from
Nipomo in the south to San Simeon in the north. The wines of the region have grown in both
production and recognition throughout California and the entire United States.12

Approximately 3,942 acres of the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area are planted
to vineyards, approximately 2,661 acres of which are located in the Edna Valley AVA and 838
acres of which are located in the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA. There are approximately 78
different vineyards which have a median size of 6.75 acres. See Appendix 1. The vineyards in
the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area are located 5.87 miles from the coast on average.
The vineyard situated closest to the Pacific Ocean is located only 0.25 miles away, while the
furthest is located 15 miles away.

Nearly two dozen varietals are grown in the proposed viticultural area, but as shown on the
chart below, varietals suited to the cool climate such as Chardonnay and Pinot Noir dominate,
similar to other cool climate viticultural regions in California.13

1d. at 181. ,
* http://www.slowine.com/about/heritage.php
12
Id.
** This chart was compiled by Petitioner using 2015 United States Department of Agriculture Census data.
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Appellation: CHARDONNAY PINOT NOIR SYRAH CABERNET | SAUVBLANC| CH+PN CH + PN + SYR 4 OF TOTAL
SLO COAST 43.08%) 34.57%) 8.21% 0.67%] 2.53% 77.65% 85.86%]  89.06%
RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 41.00%) 29.00%] 2,00% 4.00%] 4.00%] 70.00%) 72.00%  80.00%
SANTA LUCIA HIGHLANDS 33.49%) 50.30%] 3.00% 0.00%] 0.70% 83.79% 86.79%|  87.49%)
ANDERSON VALLEY 22.05% 68.50% 0.20%] 0.00%) 0.20% 90.55% 90.75%|  90.95%
ARROYQ GRANDE VALLEY 15.99% 50.79%) 10.93%] 3.03% 0.44%) 66.78%) 77.71%]  81.18%
EDNA VALLEY 54.82% 27.00% 6.70% 0.00% 3.11% 81.82% 88.52%|  91.63%)
STA RITA HILLS 18.20%; 76.60%| 4.00% 0.00% 0.00%] 94.80%j 98.80%|  98.80%]
PASO ROBLES 5.00%] 2.00%) 9.00% 39.00%] 2.00% 7.60%] 16.00%  57.00%]
SLO COUNTY* 9.15%] 6.10% 7.00%| 37.84% 1.70% 15.25%; 22.25%|  61.79%)
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY* 34.16% 32.83%I 8.18% 4.40% 4.80%) 66.99% 75.17%]  84.37%)
SONOMA COUNTY* 26.52%) 20.61% 3.00% 20.29% 4.49%] 47.13%] 50.13%]  74.91%
NAPA COUNTY* 15.56%) 6.30% 1.98% 44.65% 6.30% 21.86%) 23.84%;  74.79%]
MENDOCINO COUNTY* 27.92% 15.58% 3.92% 16.54%] 3.94% 43.50% 47.42%  67.90%)
MONTEREY COUNTY* 37.60%] 20.20%] 3.53% 10.42%) 2.16% 57.80%) 61.33%]  73.91%

*2015 USDA CENSUS DATA|

There are over 50 bonded wineries presently located within the proposed viticultural area.

A study from 2015, which was a particularly difficult year for growers and wineries due to the
ongoing California drought which resulted in dramatically lower yields for vineyards, showed
that the wine industry in San Luis Obispo County!4 generated an estimated $1.9 billion in
regional economic activity, $194 million of revenue for the regional tourism industry, $924
million of total value added to the California gross state product and 13,627 jobs for the
California economy.’> The study found that the Paso Robles wine region accounted for
approximately 87% of San Luis Obispo County's wine industry output. This leaves the
remaining 13% attributed to the wine industry that is largely based within the boundaries of
the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area, contributing approximately $247 million in regional
economic activity, $25 million in tourism revenue, $120 million of total value added and 1,772
jobs.

B. Name Evidence

The names "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast" are understood and used locally and
nationally to describe the specific winegrowing region that is the subject of this petition. In
general, the names apply to the coastal portion of San Luis Obispo County west of the Santa
Lucia mountain range, between Monterey and Santa Barbara Counties.

As described above, the name "San Luis Obispo” has applied to the region since the founding
of Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa in 1772. The addition of "Coast” to the name "San Luis

" The study referred to was commissioned by the Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance and conducted by the
University of California Agricultural Issues Center at UC Davis. The data reflects the economic impact of the wine
industry in the entire County of San Luis Obispo, including the Paso Robles AVA.

' http://pasoroblesdailynews.com/local-wine-industry-adds-1-43-billion-in-economic-benefit-study-
says/54895/



Obispo” in the context of the grape growing and winemaking activities in the area was only
natural, as the vineyards and wineries in this area of San Luis Obispo County are located on
the seaward side of the Santa Lucia Range portion of the Southern Coastal Range, cradled
between the mountains to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west. The coast and the
mountain range create natural boundaries for a viticultural area characterized by cool climate
viticulture.

The San Luis Obispo region is often referred to by its initials, "SLO," which refers to the
relaxed culture of the San Luis Obispo area and also appropriately applies to the rate of
physiological maturity of grapes grown in the proposed viticultural area. The abbreviation is
used so commonly and frequently that the petitioners fear that if TTB recognizes the
proposed viticultural area by "San Luis Obispo Coast" only, the inevitable and unregulated use
of "SLO Coast" will cause confusion. Therefore, the petitioner requests that TTB recognize the
proposed viticultural area by both "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast.”

1. Prior "Coastal” Rulemaking

TTB and its predecessor, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives ("ATF"),
have established five "coastal” AVAs, including the North Coast AVA, Central Coast AVA, South
Coast AVA, Sonoma Coast AVA and Malibu Coast AVA. Like the proposed San Luis Obispo
Coast viticultural area, these coastal AVAs are all bounded on their western side by the Pacific
Ocean and are characterized primarily by the influence of the maritime climate on viticulture.

In its final rule for the establishment of the Central Coast AVA, ATF said the following
regarding "coastal” AVAs:

ATF believes that a viticultural area with the word "coast” should be an area
which is under the marine influence. This idea is based on a principle in General
Viticulture by A.]. Winkler, et. al. (page 68), that grapes grown in a coastal region
are different from grapes grown in an interior valley even if both areas have the
same heat summation. Therefore, the eastern boundary of the Central Coast
viticultural area is drawn at the approximate inland limit of the marine
influence on climate.16

Like the Central Coast AVA, which is bounded on the east by the California Coastal Ranges, the
proposed eastern boundary of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is drawn along the
seaward side of the Santa Lucia mountain range, a range included in the network of
mountains referred to as the California Coastal Ranges. The Santa Lucia Range creates a

'8 Establishment of the Central Coast Viticultural Area, 50 Fed. Reg. 43,128 (October 24, 1985).
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natural barrier of marine influence to areas east of the proposed boundary as the mountains
rise several thousand feet in elevation from sea level in only a few miles. As such, the climate
in areas east of the Santa Lucia Range show significant climatic differences to those on the
western side of the range.

Similarly, in its final rulemaking for the establishment of the Sonoma Coast AVA, ATF found
that the name "Sonoma Coast" appropriately applied to the "coastal region” of Sonoma County
and that the approved area included "only the portion of the county which is under very
strong marine influence."17

The Sonoma Coast AVA is fully contained within the North Coast AVA, which was established
by ATF in 1983. The Sonoma Coast AVA was established a few years later in 1987. Like the
establishment of the Sonoma Coast AVA within the North Coast AVA, the establishment of the
proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area within the existing Central Coast AVA
represents a more specifically defined coastal grape growing region. While both the Central
Coast AVA and the North Coast AVA experience the maritime climate, the Sonoma Coast AVA
and the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area represent those portions of their respective
counties that are most directly influenced by the Pacific Ocean.

With respect to the Malibu Coast AVA, TTB said in its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that the
proposed area included the city of Malibu, California and said that the petitioners chose the
name due to "...the region's location along the Pacific Ocean and the influence the ocean has
on climate."18

The proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is analogous to the other "coastal" AVAs previously
established by TTB because the proposed area consists of the portion of San Luis Obispo
County that is most directly influenced by the maritime climate.

2. References to "San Luis Obispo Coast" and "SLO Coast” in the Community

The names "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast" are used in various travel and tourism
publications associated with the area. For example, An Explorer’s Guide, Santa Barbara &
California's Central Coast by Donna Wares contains a chapter entitled "Coastal SLO" that refers
to the "SLO Coast" nearly a dozen times.1? See Exhibit A, an excerpt from An Explorer’s Guide,
Santa Barbara & California’s Central Coast. The "Highway 1 Discovery Route" tourism website
sponsored by the San Luis Obispo Unincorporated County Business Improvement District is

Y Establishment of the Sonoma Coast Viticultural Area, 52 Fed. Reg. 22,302 (June 11, 1987).

*® proposed Establishment of the Malibu Coast Viticultural Area, 78 Fed. Reg. 40,644 (July 8, 2013).

'® DONNA WARES, AN EXPLORER'S GUIDE SANTA BARBARA & CALIFORNIA'S CENTRAL COAST 132-161 (The Countryman
Press 2011).






The "Climate" page of slowine.com reads as follows:

The climate of SLO Wine Country is distinguished by a continual influence from
the Pacific Ocean. Many of the vineyards lie within five miles from the
shoreline, and the rare east-to-west orientation of the valleys brings a reliable
cooling effect to the entire region.23

With respect to the boundaries of the "SLO Wine Country,” on the "Region" page of
slowine.com, the San Luis Obispo Wine Country Association says:

From north to south, the SLO Coast extends from the seaside town of San
Simeon to Nipomo. From east to west, it extends from the peaks of the Santa
Lucia mountains to the Pacific Ocean. The geographic orientation of SLO Wine
Country ensures a continuous influence of marine air from the Pacific Ocean.
SLO Wine Country includes two small adjoining American Viticultural Areas -
the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley - and other nearby winegrowing
areas. Each of these areas shares a unifying proximity to the ocean, as well as to
each other.z4

Various businesses in the region include "San Luis Obispo Coast" or "SLO Coast" in their
business name, and/or use the names to describe the geographic reach of their business.
Examples of business names include SLO Coast Coffee, SLO Coast Realty, SLO Coast Jerky, SLO
Coast Construction, and SLO Coast Insurance Services. See Exhibit C, a map showing the
location of the referenced businesses and Exhibit D, examples of business websites and
marketing materials.

The names "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast" are also used by political figures and non-
profit associations. For example, California State Senator Bill Monning's website refers to
"SLO," "SLO County,” and "SLO Coast.”" He describes the "SLO Coast" as including the towns of
Pismo Beach, Grover Beach, and Arroyo Grande, all of which are located within the proposed
viticultural area. See Exhibit E, a screen shot of Mr. Monning's website. The San Luis Obispo
Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation also refers to the "SLO Coast" and "SLO" repeatedly on its
website.2> See Exhibit F, a screenshot of the SLO County Surfrider Foundation's website.

% http://www.slowine.com/about/climate.php
* http://www.slowine.com/about/region.php
* https://slo.surfrider.org
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3. Narrative of San Luis Obispo Coast Viticultural Area and its Boundaries

The proposed SLO Coast viticultural area consists of the coastal portion of San Luis Obispo
County, between Monterey and Santa Barbara Counties. The proposed boundaries were first
considered by identifying those vineyards in the coastal areas of San Luis Obispo County that
typify the cool climate viticulture of the area known as the "SLO Coast” or "San Luis Obispo
Coast" grape growing region. See Appendix 1.

As discussed above, two federally recognized AVAs have already been formed in the San Luis
Obispo Coast - the smaller Edna Valley AVA and Arroyo Grande Valley AVA. The Edna Valley
AVA was established by a Final Rule published on June 11, 1982 (the "EV Final Rule").26 The
EV Final Rule describes the Edna Valley AVA as a northwest-southeast oriented valley that is
heavily influenced by the maritime climate reaching the Edna Valley through the funne] of the
Los Osos Valley. In the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for the Edna Valley petition, the
petitioner described the climate as predominately Region I1.27 The Arroyo Grande Valley AVA
was established by Treasury Decision ATF-291 on January 4, 1990 (the "AGV Final Rule").28
In the AGV Final Rule, the Arroyo Grande Valley is described as having a Region I to Region II
climate influenced by its proximity to the Pacific Ocean and oriented on a northeast-
southwest axis, which causes prevailing southwesterly winds in the valley. The Arroyo
Grande Valley is described in the Final Rule as generally being cooler than the Edna Valley
AVA, and both AVAs are described as cooler than the more continental Paso Robles AVA on
the eastern side of the Santa Lucia Range?® The Santa Lucia Range is highlighted as
climatically and geographically critical to both the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley
viticultural areas. Since 1990, the two AVAs, although geographically, geologically and
climatically distinct, have been marketed together in an effort to educate consumers about
cool climate viticulture and wines from this coastal region of San Luis Obispo County. See
Exhibit G, a letter of support from the SLO Wine Country Association.

As commercial viticulture in the Edna Valley AVA and Arroyo Grande AVA has expanded, so
too has commercial viticulture in the larger San Luis Obispo coastal zone. After identifying
these vineyards, the Petitioner set about examining the geographic boundaries that defined
the area of most concentrated marine influence in San Luis Obispo County appropriate for

?® Establishment of the Edna Valley Viticultural Area, 47 Fed. Reg. 20,298 (May 12, 1982).

%’ proposed Establishment of the Edna Valley Viticultural Area, 46 Fed. Reg. 21,195 (April 9, 1981).

?% Establishment of the Arroyo Grande Valley Viticultural Area, 55 Fed. Reg. 285 (January 4, 1990).

*® Interestingly, the weather data accumulated for the purposes of preparing this Petition indicate that the
Arroyo Grande Valley AVA is actually, on an overall basis, slightly warmer than the Edna Valley AVA. Itis likely
that the petitioners of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA were evaluating vineyard weather stations and the climate
at the developed vineyards rather than weather data available now through PRISM data. In his evaluation of this
question, climatologist Forest Cannon stated that the complex topography of the eastern Arroyo Grande Valley
AVA may make weather data less reliable in this area.
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viticultural development. The boundaries were further refined, in compliance with the
requirements of 27 CFR 9.12(a)(4), using map features found on U.S.G.S. 7.5 minutes series
maps. Generally, the western boundary of the proposed San Luis Obispo viticultural area is
the Pacific Ocean and the eastern boundary is marked by the Southern California Coastal
Range, most specifically the Santa Lucia Range.30

Over 97% of the proposed viticultural area is below 1800 feet above sea level, which
represents the approximate limit of strong marine influence and the majority of the western
facing area of the Santa Lucia Range that serves as the proposed viticultural area's eastern
boundary. See Appendix 3, a map showing the portions of the proposed viticultural area at or
above 1800 feet above sea level. The Petitioner used a peak-to-peak mapping strategy for
much of the eastern boundary, jumping from peak-to-peak in a manner that identifies the area
of the San Luis Obispo County that is oriented towards the Pacific Ocean on the western side
of the Santa Lucia Range and not including those areas cut off from the immediate influence of
the Pacific. The Petitioners made amendments to the peak-to-peak strategy to be consistent
with TTB guidance providing that a recognized viticultural area should include only land that
is available for viticulture. The following is a narrative of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural
area boundaries, taking into account TTB's mapping requirements. The proposed regulatory
description of the boundaries follows at Section VI, below.

The proposed SLO Coast viticultural area begins in the area of Ragged Point at the southern
boundary of the Los Padres National Forest - Monterey Ranger District (See Exhibit H, a map
of the Los Padres National Forest - Monterey Ranger District produced by the United States
Forest Service), just south of the Monterey County Line. At the northern end of the proposed
San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area, as the Santa Lucia Range approaches the coastline, the
proposed AVA is relatively narrow. This northern area of San Luis Obispo County is the
gateway to the dramatic geographic landscape of Big Sur where tall mountains jut sharply
upwards from the floor of the Pacific Ocean. As the proposed viticultural area trends
southerly, the Santa Lucia Range gradually separates from the coast, allowing for coastal
terraces, foothills and small valleys to exist between the western slopes of the Santa Lucia
Range and the Pacific Ocean. In the north, the proposed AVA is as narrow as 1.7 miles across
and, in the south, the proposed AVA achieves a width of 15.1 miles at its widest point as the
Santa Lucia Range sits further back from the coast.

After mapping the boundaries peak-to-peak along the western facing ridge of the Santa Lucia
Range in a generally southeasterly direction through the Burro Mountain, Piedras Blancas,

*° The eastern boundary of the proposed viticultural area is delineated by the portion of the Southern California
Coastal Range that is located in San Luis Obispo County. In most places in San Luis Obispo County, this range is
known as the Santa Lucia Range. The "Santa Lucia Range" or the "Santa Lucia Wilderness" is identified on the
Burro Mountain, Cypress Mountain, and Lopez Mountain Quadrangles.
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San Simeon, Pebblestone Shut-In, Lime Mountain, and Cypress Mountain quadrangles, the
Petitioner deviates from the peak-to-peak mapping convention to follow the westerly
boundary of the small York Mountain AVA thereby avoiding any gap of plantable acreage
between the existing York Mountain AVA and the proposed AVA. South of the York Mountain
AVA, much of the Santa Lucia Range is included in the Los Padres National Forest - Santa
Lucia Ranger District produced by the United States Forest Service. See Exhibit I, a Motor
Vehicle Use map for Santa Lucia Ranger District. At this point, the eastern boundary of the
proposed AVA follows the most western boundary of the Los Padres National Forest in a stair
step fashion to an area just north of the city of San Luis Obispo, in the vicinity of Camp San
Luis Obispo.

The eastern boundary of the proposed viticultural area then skirts the perimeter of Camp San
Luis Obispo, a California National Guard territory that, like the Los Padres National Forest, is
not available for viticulture. From the military boundary, the AVA boundary then returns to
the western facing ridge of the Santa Lucia Range and continues southward, just west of the
Los Padres National Forest boundary, excluding higher elevations where the marine influence
decreases and vineyard development would be challenging due to the land being largely
inaccessible.

The eastern boundary then follows the outer confines of the Lopez Lake Recreation Area -
also an area unavailable for viticultural development. This portion of the southeastern
boundary of the proposed viticultural area otherwise tracks the eastern boundary of the
Arroyo Grande Valley AVA, which was established prior to TTB guidance instructing that a
recognized viticultural area should include only land that is available for viticulture. In its
rulemaking related to the formation of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA, ATF found that Arroyo
Grande Valley AVA was a cool climate, marine-influenced viticultural area.

After following the eastern boundary of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA, the boundary line
tracks southeasterly just west of Newsom Ridge and Huasna Peak, east of the town of Nipomo,
but excludes the Huasna Valley, which lacks the direct marine influence that funnels into the
Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley as evidenced by the climate data discussed in Section
IV(A)(2) below and ATF's prior rulemaking on Edna Valley AVA and Arroyo Grande Valley
AVA.

The boundary then drops south below Huasna peak to a point just north of the Santa Barbara
County line at the common boundary between the Nipomo Mesa and the Santa Maria Valley.
The boundary of the proposed viticultural area then continues in a generally westerly
direction along the southern boundary of the Nipomo Mesa to the coast. The southwestern
border excludes the Santa Maria Valley, which is a large valley with a singular sandy soil-type
that has been planted exclusively to row crops. Additionally, it excludes a large swath of
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coastal dunes in the Oceano State Vehicular Recreation Area, as it is not available or
appropriate for vineyard development. The western boundary is otherwise the coastline of
the Pacific Ocean.

C. Names of Viticultural Significance

The petitioner proposes that both "San Luis Obispo Coast” and "SLO Coast" be recognized as
the names of viticultural significance. The names are used both locally and nationally to refer
to the proposed viticultural area. Petitioners fear that if TTB recognizes the proposed
viticultural area by "San Luis Obispo Coast” alone, the inevitable and unregulated use of "SLO
Coast"” will cause confusion.

IV.  DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

A. Geographic and Viticultural Distinctiveness

1. Geographic Setting, Topography and Geomorphology

The proposed viticultural area consists of the portion of San Luis Obispo County, California
that is most directly influenced by the maritime climate. Its western boundary is the Pacific
Ocean and its eastern boundary is the Santa Lucia Range, which is a coastal mountain range
located within site of the Pacific Ocean and is a part of the Southern California Coastal Range.
As with the previously-approved American Viticultural Areas that include the word "coast" in
their names, the California Coastal Ranges, or their sub-ranges, are critical to the geographic
distinctiveness of the areas and to their role in defining the maritime climate. The proposed
viticultural area stretches from the Los Padres National Forest just south of the Monterey
County line on its northern boundary to just north of the Santa Barbara County line on its
southern boundary.

Over 97% of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is at or below 1800 feet above sea level,
which corresponds to the approximate limit of the influence of the maritime climate and its
associated marine layer, as well as the limit of the western orientation of the mountain range
that serves as the proposed viticultural area's eastern boundary.

Like other previously established "coast” AVAs, the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is
characterized by the moderating impact of the maritime climate, which prevents extreme
temperatures and limits diurnal temperature swings during the growing season. The
topography of the Santa Lucia Range maintains this steady maritime influence in the proposed
viticultural area.
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The topography of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area consists of foothills, valleys,
coastal terraces and areas along the western slopes of the Santa Lucia Range. The Petitioner
has excluded the southernmost portion of San Luis Obispo County from the proposed San Luis
Obispo Coast viticultural area, which consists of a portion of the Santa Maria Valley. The Santa
Maria Valley is characterized by much flatter topography and lower elevation. While there is
significant viticulture in the Santa Maria Valley AVA, located southeast of the of San Luis
Obispo County line, the area immediately adjacent to the southern boundary of the proposed
viticultural area has been intensely planted with row crops. This portion of the Santa Maria
Valley was also excluded from the Santa Maria Valley AVA although it shares the geographic
name. The lack of vineyard development in this otherwise prime agricultural area highlights
its distinctiveness from the proposed SLO Coast AVA.

2. Climate
a. Generally

The "coastal” climate has been discussed in numerous prior rulings by TTB and ATF. In the
final rule for the establishment of the Central Coast AVA, ATF summarized the "coastal”
climate as follows:

The Central Coast viticultural area is bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean
and on the east by the California Coastal Ranges. The Coastal Ranges form a
barrier to the marine influence on climate, causing precipitation, heat
summation, maximum high temperatures, minimum low temperatures, length
of the frost-free season, wind, marine fog incursion, and relative humidity to be
significantly different on opposite sides of these mountains. The area inland of
the Coastal Ranges is typically arid or semi-arid. This difference in climate
causes harvested grapes to be significantly different from grapes grown further
inland.3?

Although the Paso Robles AVA is a part of the larger Central Coast AVA, the "coastal” climate
described in the final rule for the establishment of the Central Coast AVA is in contrast to the
summary of climate in the Paso Robles AVA in the Final Rule establishing Paso Robles AVA.
Regarding the Paso Robles climate, ATF said:

The area is protected from marine air intrusion and coastal fogs by the Santa
Lucia Mountains on the west and south. This is a marked contrast to the area to

*! Establishment of the Central Coast Viticultural Area, 50 Fed. Reg. 43,128 (October 24, 1985).
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the west and south [the proposed SLO Coast AVA] where such coastal fogs are
common with cooler temperatures in the summer months.32

Further, the Paso Robles AVA "has a diurnal (beginning and end of the day) temperature
change of 40 to 50 degrees..." while the area to the west and south has a diurnal fluctuation of
between 20 and 30 degrees caused by the flow of cool, moist marine air accompanied by fog
intrusions."33

b. Growing Season and Growing Degree Days
i. Methodology

The Petitioner obtained weather station data from the National Oceanographic and
Atmosphere Administration's National Climatic Data Center ("NCDC") and the University of
California's Cooperative Extension San Luis Obispo County ("UCCE"). NCDC data is averaged
on a monthly basis and the length of the record varies for each station, though only stations
with more than 15 years of data were used. 28 UCCE stations were used, each of which
represent hourly temperature data from 2008 through 2011.

Although the length of the temporal record of the UCCE stations is relatively short and
Petitioner has little information about how slope, aspect, orientation, land-cover, vegetation
and nearby structures may affect the record, it is reasonable to assume that the UCCE
maintains quality control over the stations and that the analyses and results based on the
networks data are robust. Nine NCDC stations were also used, which include National
Weather Service stations with longer temporal records and documented quality control for
the area. These stations collectively include data from 1979 through 2015. One Remote
Animated Weather Station was used, which includes temperature data from 2008 through
2015. See Appendix 4, a map showing the location of and average growing degree day
("GDD") range recorded by each weather station during the growing season and Appendix 5, a
table showing the station identification numbers, management agencies, date ranges, average
minimum temperatures, average maximum temperatures, and average GDD during the
growing season. The station numbers on Appendix 4 correspond to the table on Appendix 5.
Given that the two station networks were generally in agreement, the Petitioner is confident
in its findings.

Parameter Regression on Independent Slopes Method ("PRISM") data was used to examine
spatial gradients in temperature across the proposed viticultural area. PRISM monthly

32 Establishment of the Paso Robles Viticultural Area, 48 Fed. Reg. 45,239 (October 4, 1983).
33
id.
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climatologies from 1981 to present were used to complete climate information where the
NCDC and UCCE stations do not provide coverage. PRISM is a statistical methodology of
interpolating station-based climatic data using a dynamic knowledge-based framework of
prevailing meteorology in the area of interest. The regression scheme accounts for complex
climate regime associated with orography, rain shadows, temperature inversions, slope
aspect, coastal proximity and other factors. The Petitioner notes that the climatologies used
for interpolation reflect monthly averaged conditions, and thus do not account for day-to-day
variations in the weather that would produce spatial gradients of meteorological variables
that do not match the monthly average. Despite this issue, the PRISM data used in the
preparation of this petition agrees well with the station data described above. Furthermore,
during the period studied here (the winegrape growing season which runs from April to
October), there is relatively little atmospheric variability due to persistent high pressure over
the eastern Pacific Ocean. Thus, the Petitioner is confident that the long-term averages of
temperature in the proposed viticultural area are accurate.

The average GDD per growing season (April - October) were calculated by applying the heat
summation methodology of Amerine and Winkler to PRISM and station temperature data.
Amerine and Winkler's heat summation formula is based on the concept that most vine-shoot
growth occurs in temperatures over 50 degrees Fahrenheit. GDDs for a particular region are
calculated by adding the total mean daily temperatures above 50° F for the days from April 1
through October 31. Thus, a day with an average temperature of 68° F is given a heat
summation value of 18 "degree days."

Generally, there was agreement between the PRISM and station data GDD calculations.
Stations immediately adjacent to the coast exhibit GDD within the 1500-2000 range, while
those stations located further inland increase in value according to the distance from the coast
and topographic features that inhibit the marine influence.

It is important to note that while the coastline itself is not viable for viticulture, it is included
in the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area because it is the conduit for the marine influence
that distinguishes the proposed viticultural area from area that surrounds it. However, as a
result, the GDD average for the entire viticultural area may be slightly lower than the areas
east of the coastline where the vineyards in the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural
area are located.

ii. Growing Degree Days

Like the other "coastal” AVAs previously established by TTB, the vast majority of the proposed
SLO Coast viticultural area is classified as Region I and Region II on the Amerine and Winkler
GDD scale. Over 50% of the proposed viticultural area is within Region 11 (2500-3000 GDD
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showing the mean monthly average minimum temperature during the growing season using
PRISM data.

Seasonal changes in temperature, as well as diurnal temperature shifts, are much less extreme
on the coast compared to inland regions, including nearby regions just east of the Santa Lucia
mountain range. This is largely due to the proximity of the Pacific Ocean, the cool waters of
which have a high heat capacity that provides a constant moderation on the climate of the
proposed AVA. Overnight low temperatures are impacted by a number of factors including
reduced daytime high temperatures compared to inland valleys, nighttime fog development,
and lower seasonal temperature variation. The presence of fog in nighttime and early
morning hours during most of the year reduces diurnal swings to no more than 20-30 degrees
within 24 hours, compared to 40-50 degrees in inland valleys. The characteristically mild
winter temperatures cause a lack of substantial frosts, which lead to shorter periods of
wintertime vine dormancy, and earlier bud break in the springtime as soils warm more
quickly. Potentially damaging frost events that can kill early season vine growth in spring,
while possible, are far less common in the coastal area compared to inland valleys.

iv. Maximum Temperature

The "coastal" AVAs are also characterized by low maximum temperatures during the growing
season. Low maximum temperatures near the coast are attributable to the development of a
sea breeze circulation, driven by inland heating. 21% of the proposed viticultural area has a
mean maximum temperature of less than 70 degrees, while another 68% of the proposed
viticultural area is within the 70-78 degree maximum temperature range. See Appendix 8, a
map showing a map showing the mean monthly average maximum temperature during the
growing season using PRISM data.

The impact of these of these lower daytime temperatures, coupled with an earlier bud break,
lead to the growing season of coastal AVAs being significantly longer than warmer inland
regions, often by many weeks. Additionally, lower daytime temperatures lead to a decrease in
seasonal GDD, which limit which varieties that can be successfully grown for high quality wine
production. According to the Winkler Scale, Regions 1 (1,500-2,500 GDD) and II (2,500-3,000
GDD) are particularly well suited for the production of high quality wines from early to mid-
season ripening varieties. Varieties sensitive to high temperatures and solar radiation may
develop inadequately or become damaged by high temperatures, resulting in a loss of the
characteristics considered critical to producing wines of high quality. Lower maximum
temperatures lead to a reduced risk of fruit desiccation and greater retention of delicate
aromatic compounds, both of which are considered critical to certain varieties such as Pinot
Noir. Additionally, lower maximum temperatures result in higher levels of malic acid in fruit,
which increase total acidities and lower pH values, which are considered a positive to wine
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quality. Conversely, varieties that are better suited to warmer climates may not reach full
maturity when grown in cooler, maritime climates, producing grapes with limited sugar, color,
and flavor development and ultimately inferior quality wines.

Chardonnay and Pinot Noir are the most widely planted grape varieties in the proposed AVA
(43% and 35% of total planted acreage, respectively) because of their ability to thrive and
produce quality wines in the maritime climate. Historically grown in the coolest climates of
France, northern Europe, and the western United States, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay are early-
ripening varieties that are adapted to mature despite cool temperatures and lower amounts of
sunlight. Pinot Noir and Chardonnay grown in the proposed viticultural area showcase
optimum flavor development, higher natural acidities and lower alcohol levels in the finished
wines. The long, cool growing season, combined with the lack of heat stress and freeze events
in this climate, makes it possible to produce very high quality wines from these two varietals.
Syrah makes up 8% of total planted acreage, and unlike Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, it thrives
in both warm and cool growing regions. However, Syrah in the cooler, coastal regions differs
greatly in its flavor profile, phenolic level, acidity and alcohols. Typically, Syrah grown in this
climate showcases more pepper and gamey flavors compared to the riper, fruitier flavors
typical of warmer climates, as well as higher acidity and lower alcohol levels.

v. Climate Variations

Due to the size of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area, some variations in climate do exist.
Areas within the proposed viticultural area that possess the highest GDD values are located
where the topography inhibits the advection of cool marine air, including the higher elevation
portions of the Santa Lucia Range within the proposed viticultural area, as well as the far
eastern portion of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA.

The far eastern portion of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA is a narrowing canyon set within the
larger coastal mountain range that is more sheltered from the marine influence that persists
in the majority of the Arroyo Grande Valley. This area experiences more elevated maximum
temperatures during the day and lower minimum temperatures at night relative to other
portions of the proposed viticultural area. Further, this area is classified as low Region III on
the Amerine and Winkler heat summation scale, while the majority of the remaining area is
classified as Region I and Region II. This area of the Arroyo Grande Valley represents
approximately 5% of acreage of the proposed AVA.

TTB has previously acknowledged that smaller viticultural areas tend to be more uniform in

their distinguishing characteristics than larger viticultural areas. In its final rule for the
establishment of the North Coast AVA, ATF stated:
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It is ATF's experience that smaller viticultural areas tend to be more uniform
in their geographical and climatic characteristics, while very large areas such
as the North Coast tend to exhibit generally similar characteristics, in this case
the influence of maritime air off of the Pacific Ocean and San Pablo Bay.3>

Specifically, TTB has previously established "coastal" AVAs that fully contain smaller
viticultural areas with slightly warmer microclimates relative to the remaining area. In its
final rule for the establishment of the Malibu Coast viticultural area, TTB found that both the
Saddle Rock-Malibu AVA and the Malibu-Newton Canyon AVA should be included in the larger
Malibu Coast viticultural area despite the slightly warmer temperatures in those AVAs. About
these two nested AVAs, TTB said:

The two smaller AVAs are located in valleys set within the larger mountain
range that comprises the Malibu Coast AVA and are somewhat sheltered from
the marine fog by the high valley rims. As a result, temperatures within the
two smaller AVAs are somewhat warmer than those found in the less-
sheltered areas of the Malibu Coast AVA.36

Much like the Saddle Rock-Malibu AVA and the Malibu-Newton Canyon AVA, the eastern
portion of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA is slightly warmer than the rest of the proposed SLO
Coast viticultural area. However, this area is climatically consistent with the proposed
viticultural area because, while slightly sheltered, it is similarly affected by the maritime
climate. In its final rule for the establishment of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA, ATF said:

The Arroyo Grande area [is] west of the Santa Lucia Mountain range and
experiences the moderating coastal influences. Early morning fogs (many
times up until 9 to 10 a.m.) and afternoon coastal onshore breezes during the
growing season keep this area much cooler and the maximum temperatures of
shorter duration than the grape growing area east of the Mountain range.3”

Thus, while the eastern portion of the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA is slightly warmer than the
rest of the proposed viticultural area, the Arroyo Grande Valley AVA should be included in the
San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area because it similarly experiences the effect of the
maritime climate.

*> Establishment of the North Coast Viticultural Area, 48 Fed. Reg. 42,973 (September 21, 1983).
*® Establishment of the Malibu Coast Viticultural Area, 79 Fed. Reg. 41,894 (July 18, 2014).
*7 Establishment of the Arroyo Grande Valley Viticultural Area, 55 Fed. Reg. 285 (January 4, 1990).
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c¢. Cloud Cover
i. Methodology

Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer ("MODIS") land surface temperature at 1-
kilometer resolution was analyzed at twice-daily intervals for the period 2003-2015. This
data is acquired from the Aqua Satellite MYD11A1, which makes one daytime pass and one
nighttime pass over Southern California each day. The data product’'s "cloud mask" feature
was used to assess the cloud cover over the proposed viticultural area with the goal of
identifying spatial temperature and cloud cover gradients for comparative analysis of
temperature and cloud cover over the proposed viticultural area and the adjacent areas.
During the daytime, temperature data derived from radiance retrievals are prone to biases
based on surface exposure, land cover type and atmospheric conditions, which affect radiative
transfer and thus the efficacy of MODIS's algorithm. This typically results in overestimation of
temperature during the daytime. However, at night, MODIS derived land surface
temperatures are consistent with station measurements above the surface. In preparing this
petition, the Petitioner relied strictly on the analysis of horizontal gradients under the
assumption that any errors are consistent in space, thus allowing the direct comparison of
pixels. Additionally, spatial gradients of temperature data generally agree between MODIS
and PRISM.

ii. Cloud Cover in the Proposed San Luis Obispo Coast Viticultural Area

The vast majority of the proposed viticultural area experiences nighttime fog cover between
35% and 55% of all nights during the growing season (April - October). See Appendix 9, a
map showing the percentage of cloud covered nights during the growing season. The area
immediately adjacent to the coast, as well as the Morro Bay area and the southernmost area of
the proposed SLO Coast experience fog 55-75% of all nights during the growing season.

High pressure dominates the climate of the northern Pacific Ocean and western United States
during the summer, inducing stable atmospheric conditions and northwesterly winds along
the continent's west coast. The prevailing winds generate the California Current and coastal
upwelling, which cool surface waters along the coast. Warm, moist air from the Pacific Ocean
that flows over the narrow margin of relatively cold coastal waters may cool sufficiently to
condense, thus forming the large regions of low-level fog over the ocean that are typically
observed off of California's coast during the summer months.

During the summer, the land surface heats up dramatically during daylight hours, especially in
California's inland valleys, while the coastal waters, which have a higher heat capacity, remain
cool. The heating of air over the land surface causes the air to become buoyant and rise (or
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"convect"). This rising motion over land creates a region of low-pressure near the surface that
draws cool, moist air over the ocean inland, developing a sea-breeze circulation.

Onshore wind transports moist air, including the fog that is consistently found over the ocean,
over land. The extent of the sea-breeze influence depends on local topography, with coastal
plains allowing for further inland penetration than near-coast mountain ranges. However, fog
that is blown inland during the day typically dissipates quickly due to strong heating of the air.
In the evening, temperature over land decreases rapidly and moist air above it, which was
drawn inland by the sea breeze, cools to its dew point, resulting in fog formation. Because the
sea breeze circulation shuts down in the evening due to a lack of solar heating, the low-level
atmosphere again becomes stable and the fog that has formed inland remains overnight.
When the land begins to heat the following morning, the atmosphere warms and destabilizes,
resulting in fog dissipation and a renewed sea-breeze circulation. This diurnal process is
frequently observed during the summer months along California's Central Coast.

The presence of fog in the proposed viticultural area during the nighttime and early morning
hours during the growing season has a moderating effect on nighttime and daytime
temperatures. As discussed above, the temperature change throughout the day in the
proposed viticultural area is generally no more than 20-30 degrees, as compared to 40-50
degrees swing experienced by the areas east of the proposed viticultural area. Mild winter
temperatures result in fewer episodes of frost, which contributes to shorter periods of vine
dormancy during the winter and early bud break in the spring.

d. Climate Outside of the Proposed AVA

As discussed by TTB in the final rule for the establishment of the Paso Robles AVA, the area to
the east of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is protected from marine air intrusion and
coastal fogs by the Santa Lucia Range and is thus much warmer during the growing season.

The attached Appendix 6 also shows the drastic difference in heat summation between the
proposed SLO Coast viticultural area and the area to the east of the proposed boundaries.
Much of this area, including the Paso Robles AVA, is classified as Region IIl on the Amerine
and Winkler GDD scale, while the vast majority of the proposed SLO Coast AVA is classified as
Region I and Region II and, using the weighted average, the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area falls within the Region I classification.

Although the data included in this Petition and in the rulemaking record for the Paso Robles
AVA identify a distinguishing gap between growing degree days that characterized the areas,
in General Viticulture, Professor Winkler also said that grapes grown in a coastal region are
different from grapes grown in an interior valley even if both areas have the same heat
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summation.3® That is, fruit grown in an area directly impacted by the coastal climate is
distinguishable from fruit grown in an interior valley.

3. Geology, Soils and Terroir
a. Geology

The principal geology of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is a complex system,
although in general it is composed of a mélange of both young and old material from differing
time periods. This is largely influenced by a number of faults located within the boundaries of
the proposed viticultural area, resulting in a tectonically active area for millions of years. The
result of such activity is a series of hills, valleys, and coastal terraces that have formed
between the coastal ridge of the Santa Lucia Range and the Pacific Ocean.

In the northern and central part of the proposed viticultural area, the geology is primarily
made up of older rocks derived from tectonic activity along the Nacimiento and Oceanic faults,
which date to the Cretaceous and Jurassic periods (201-66 million years ago). Much of this
geology is known as the Franciscan Assemblage, which includes metamorphosed sedimentary
rocks, as well as igneous and highly mineralized material uplifted by tectonic subduction. The
southern portion of the proposed viticultural area is predominately much younger material
from the Tertiary period (25 million years ago-present). This geology mostly consists of
marine deposits and basin sediments that have developed between the more westerly Huasna
fault and the shoreline of the Pacific Ocean.

b. Soils

Soils within the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area mimic the parent geology in
that they are highly complex, but they can be classified into four groups. The vast majority of
the soils found within the boundaries of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area boundaries
are soils derived from older Franciscan Formation geology. The southernmost portion of the
proposed viticultural area contains soils from younger marine and basin deposits of Tertiary
period geology. Finally, soils from either volcanic intrusion or wind deposits represent small
portions of soils within the proposed viticultural area. These soils are found along the coast in
the area of Morro Bay and in the most southwestern area of the proposed viticultural area.
See Appendix 10, a map showing the soils found within the boundaries of the proposed
viticultural area.

Soils derived from Franciscan Formation geology represent the largest proportion of soils
within the boundaries of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area, making up the majority of
the Santa Lucia mountain range, as well as the subsequent valleys and coastal terraces that

% A.J. WINKLER ET AL., GENERAL VITICULTURE 68 (University of California Press, revised and enlarged ed. 1974).
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form along its western slopes towards the shoreline. These soils represent a large portion of
the central and northern portions of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area, from just south
of the city of San Luis Obispo northward towards the Monterey County line, and eastward to
the proposed boundary of the San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area. These soils vary from
very thin, rocky soils on hills and mountains, to very deep clay and clay loam soils along
lower-lying alluvial fans and terraces. The majority of soils in this area is derived from
sandstone, shale, and metamorphosed sedimentary rocks. Due to the similar parent geology
of most of these soils, most contain higher amounts of minerals and clay than soils in the
southern portion of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area, which are generally more sandy
and/or loamy. Additionally, they are more varied than soils in the southern portion due to the
highly complex nature of the Franciscan Formation geology that produced these soils. As
such, the number of identified soil series in this area is quite large, although many of the
different soil series share similar characteristics. Soils in this group vary in viticultural
suitability from excellent to poor. Shallow soils on hills and mountains can be steep and
difficult to cultivate, and thus would be considered less viable for viticulture, although gentler
slopes on hills may have sufficient soil depth to be considered good to excellent for grapevine
cultivation. Soils of this group on foothills, terraces, and valleys are often excellent for
viticulture. These soils are generally clay, clay loam, or sandy clay loam of varying depths
with good drainage, moderate water holding capacity, and high mineral content. Many of
these soils are suited to dry farming or farming with low irrigation input. Prime viticultural
soils in this group are the Diablo, Los Osos, San Simeon, Shimmon, Conception, and Santa
Lucia series.

Soils from younger marine deposits and basin sediments from the Miocene and Pliocene
periods represent the second largest proportion of soils in the proposed SLO Coast viticultural
area, making up a majority of the southern portion of the proposed viticultural area. This area
includes valleys, coastal terraces, and mountains around the townships of Los Osos, Avila
Beach, Pismo Beach, and Arroyo Grande. These soils vary from thin, rocky soils on hills and
mountains to very deep soils in lower lying areas. The majority of soils in this group are
composed of sandy loam and loams derived from marine deposits of sandstone and shale.
Most of the soils in this group are suitable for high quality viticulture, although thin soils on
mountains can be excessively steep and potentially unsuitable. Soils in this group have more
sand and less clay in their composition than those found in the northern portion of the
proposed viticultural area, providing excellent drainage, but often necessitating irrigation
during the growing season. Prime viticultural soils in this group are Pismo, Briones, Tierra,
Gazos, Nacimiento, Linne, Balcom, Santa Lucia, and Sorrento series.

Soils derived from volcanic intrusion represent a very small proportion of the soils within the
proposed viticultural area, occurring mostly in isolated instances on very steep terrain within
the Santa Lucia mountain range, as well as along the rocky outcrops of The Morros, a group of
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mountains derived from extinct volcanoes. However, small portions of volcanic intrusion soils
exist on a limited basis in the areas of Arroyo Grande and Nipomo. Most soils in this group are
thin soils on excessively steep terrain or rocky outcrops that are unsuitable for viticulture;
although some lower lying areas could potentially be cultivated.

Soils from wind deposits largely consist of sand dunes and/or low-lying areas near the coast.
These soils make up a very small portion of the proposed viticultural area, mainly around the
township of Nipomo and along the coastline near Morro Bay. These soils were deposited in
the most recent geological period and consist of very deep sands at low elevations. These
soils are generally unsuitable for viticulture due to excessive drainage, high sodium content
and their unstable nature. Additionally, these soils generally exist within a proximity to the
Pacific Ocean that would be considered climatically unsuitable for viticulture.

B. Comparison to Existing AVAs

1. Existing Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley AVAs

The existing Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley AVAs are both fully contained within the
proposed boundaries of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area. Although geographically,
geologically and climatically distinct from one another, the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande
Valley AVAs are consistent with the parameters for the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area described in this petition due to the influence of the maritime climate.
Similar to the Malibu-Newton Canyon and Saddle Rock-Malibu AVAs nested within the Malibu
Coast AVA, the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley AVAs are slightly warmer microclimates
within the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area.

2. Central Coast AVA

The proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is fully contained within the established Central
Coast AVA. As discussed above, similar to the establishment of the Sonoma Coast AVA within
the North Coast AVA, the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area represents a more
specifically defined coastal grape growing region within the Central Coast AVA that exhibits
more exaggerated effects of the marine influence. See Appendix 11, a distinguishing features
table comparing the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area to the Central Coast AVA.

3. Santa Maria AVA

The Santa Maria Valley AVA is located southeast of the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area.
While close in proximity and climatically similar to the proposed viticultural area due to the
marine influence, the Santa Maria Valley AVA is distinguishable from the proposed San Luis
Obispo Coast viticultural area based on name, topography and soils. Both regions are ideal for

26



cool climate viticulture, yet have considerable differences in coastal proximity, soil
composition, and climate.

The proposed SLO Coast viticultural area is characterized by a series of foothills, valleys, and
coastal terraces formed between the western ridge of the Santa Lucia mountain range and the
Pacific Ocean. In contrast, the Santa Maria Valley AVA consists of flat to rolling terrain along
the terraces the Santa Maria River, framed on the east by the Sierra Madre Mountains.
Vineyards within the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area feature an average proximity to the
ocean of less than 6 miles, keeping them well within the moderating effect of the Pacific
Ocean. The Santa Maria Valley AVA is a northwest/southeast valley that is roughly 12 miles
from the Pacific Ocean at its westernmost point, and over 30 miles from the ocean at its
eastern boundary. The orientation of the Santa Maria Valley and its relatively flat topography
allows for cool northwest winds to blow directly down the valley, which keeps temperatures
cool far inland. The climate of the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area is
moderated by these same northwest winds, but a closer proximity to the ocean and a more
varied topography make for a slightly more complex climatic environment. Existing vineyards
within the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area vary in elevation from as low as 150 feet in
coastal valleys to over 1,300 feet as terrain rises on the western slope of the Santa Lucia
Range. Vineyards in the Santa Maria Valley are relatively low in elevation, concentrated along
the valley floor and nearby benchlands ranging from 350-550 feet above sea level.

Soils in the Santa Maria AVA are largely from young geological times and consist of deep,
fertile, sandy soils that are well suited to a wide variety of crops including winegrapes,
strawberries, vegetables and tree fruits. The majority of these soils were derived from alluvial
deposits from the Santa Maria River and its tributaries. Contrastingly, soils in the proposed
SLO Coast viticultural area are primarily of older geology, consisting mainly of clay and clay
loam soils with considerable mineral complexity, as well as loamy marine basin deposits.
These soils are generally shallower, rocky, less fertile, and more complex in nature. Their
suitability to winegrapes is good, but much less so for other crops besides tree fruits and
certain varieties of vegetables.

Also See Appendix 12, a distinguishing features table comparing the proposed SLO Coast
viticultural area to the surrounding areas to the north, east and south of the proposed
boundaries.

V. SUPPORT FOR THE PETITION

There is broad support in the SLO Coast community for the establishment of the San Luis
Obispo Coast viticultural area, including from the local vintners' association, the County of San
Luis Obispo, and the Wine and Viticulture department of the local university, California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.

27



Attached as Exhibit G is a letter of support from the SLO Wine Country Association, an
association of local vintners that is responsible for marketing the coastal wine growing region
of San Luis Obispo County. The association was originally founded in 1990 as the "Edna
Valley/Arroyo Grande Valley Vintners Association,” but as wine growing in the area expanded
outside of the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande AVAs, the organization expanded its territory to
include the entire portion of San Luis Obispo County that is west of the Santa Lucia mountain
range. In 2011, the association changed its name to "SLO Wine Country Association.”

Exhibit ] is a letter of support from the San Luis Obispo County Tourism Business
Improvement District, an entity established by the County of San Luis Obispo to promote
tourism in the unincorporated areas of San Luis Obispo County.

Attached as Exhibit K is a letter of support from Benoit Lecat, the Department Head of the
Wine and Viticulture Department at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
("Cal Poly"). The Wine and Viticulture Department at Cal Poly is teaching Wine and
Viticulture with a small experimental vineyard called the Trestle Vineyard from which the
students produce wine. The Cal Poly Trestle Vineyard is located within the proposed SLO
Coast viticultural area and is indicated on Appendix 1.

Exhibit L is a letter of support from Katcho Achadjian, a former Member of the California
Assembly whose district (District 35) includes the area of the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area. Mr. Achadjian has lived in the city of San Luis Obispo since 1971.

Attached as Exhibit M is a letter of support from Visit San Luis Obispo County, the entity
charged with tourism marketing in greater San Luis Obispo County.

Finally, Exhibit N is a letter of support from San Luis Obispo County Supervisor for District 3,
Adam. Hill. Mr. Hill's district is located within the proposed SLO Coast viticultural area.

V. MAPS AND BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The appropriate maps for determining the boundaries of the proposed San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area are 24 U.S.G.S. 1:24,000 scale (7.5 minute) topographic maps. They are titled:

Burro Mountain 1995

Piedras Blancas 1959, photo inspected 1976

San Simeon 1958, photo inspected 1976
Pebblestone Shut-In 1959, photo inspected 1976
Lime Mountain 1948, photo revised 1979
Cypress Mountain 1979

York Mountain 1948, photo revised 1979

Morro Bay North 1995

NN
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9. Atascadero 1995

10. San Luis Obispo 1968, photo revised 1979
11. Morro Bay South 1965, photo revised 1978
12. Lopez Mountain 1995

13. Arroyo Grande N.E. 1985

14. Tar Spring Ridge 1995

15. Nipomo 1965

16. Huasna Peak 1995

17. Twitchell Dam 1959, photo revised 1982
18. Santa Maria 1959, photo revised 1982

19. Oceano 1965, revised 1994

20. Pismo Beach 1998

21. Port San Luis 1965, photo revised 1979
22.Cayucus 1965, revised 1994

23. Cambria 1959, photo revised 1979

24, Pico Creek 1959, photo revised 1979

The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area is located in San Luis Obispo County,
California. The area's proposed boundaries are as follows:

1. Starting on the Burro Mountain Quadrangle, at the intersection of the northern Piedras
Blanca Grant Boundary and the Pacific Ocean coastline in Section 16; then

2. Following the northern Piedras Blanca Grant boundary before departing in a straight
line to the east to an unnamed peak 1462 feet in elevation in Section 11; then

3. Southeasterly onto Piedras Blancas Quadrangle to an unnamed peak 2810 feet in
elevation in Section 19; then

4. Southeasterly onto the San Simeon Quadrangle to Garrity Peak with an elevation of
2397 feet; then

5. Eastto an unnamed peak with an elevation of 2729 feet in Section 32; then

6. Southeasterly crossing onto the Pebblestone Shut-In Quadrangle to Rocky Butte with an
elevation of 3432 feet in Section 24 ; then

7. Continuing southeasterly to Vulture Rock with an elevation of 2849 feet in Section 29;
then

8. Southeasterly over the southwest corner of the Lime Mountain Quadrangle and onto the
Cypress Mountain Quadrangle to Cypress Mountain with an elevation of 2933 feet in
Section 12; then

9. Continuing southeasterly onto the York Mountain Quadrangle to the intersection
between the Dover Canyon Jeep Trail and Dover Canyon Road in Section 14; then
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10. Continuing southerly down the Dover Canyon Jeep Trail and continuing onto Dover
Canyon Creek in the southern quarter of Section 25 where the Dover Canyon Jeep Trail
intersects with Dover Canyon Creek ; then

11. Continuing in a southeasterly direction along Dover Canyon Creek until its intersection
with Santa Rita Creek; then

12. Following Santa Rita Creek in an easterly direction to the point at which Santa Rita
Creek splits creating the South Fork at the point where Cayucos Templeton Road turns
in a southerly direction; then

13. Following Cayucos Templeton Road south onto the Morro Bay North Quadrangle to the
point of its intersection with the northeast section line of Section 20; then

14. Following the northeast section line of Section 20 in a southeasterly direction to the
northern most corner of the Los Padres National Forest; then

15. Following the western boundary of the Los Padres National Forest to the south and
across the Atascadero Quadrangle and onto the San Luis Obispo Quadrangle to the
intersection of the Los Padres National Forest Boundary and the Military Boundary of
the Camp San Luis Obispo National Guard Reservation at the eastern boundary of
Section 32 ; then

16. Following the Military Boundary of Camp San Luis Obispo National Guard Reservation
south and southwest to Highway 1; then

17. West on Military Boundary where it runs parallel to Highway 1; then

18. Continuing along the Military Boundary around Cuesta College onto the Morro Bay
South Quadrangle and then back onto the San Luis Obispo Quadrangle, south and then
east until the Military Boundary again crosses Highway 1 in Section 17; then

19. Continuing along the Military Boundary in a generally northeasterly direction until the
Military Boundary intersects the unnamed peak with an elevation of 1321 feet; then

20. Southeasterly in a straight line to the intersection of the Los Padres National Forrest
Boundary and the southwest corner of Section 17 on the Lopez Mountain Quadrangle;
then

21. Southeasterly in a straight line to the southwest corner of Section 28; then

22.Southeasterly in a straight line to the unnamed peak with an elevation of 2094 feet in
Section 2; then

23.Southeasterly in a straight line onto the Arroyo Grande N.E. Quadrangle to the
intersection of the 1,800 feet contour line and the eastern boundary of Section 12; then

24. Southerly on the Los Padres National Forest boundary to its southwestern-most corner;
then

25. Southeasterly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1884 feet in Section 19; then

26. Southeasterly in a straight line to the northwestern-most corner of the Lopez Lake
Recreation Area in Section 19; then

27.Southerly in a straight line to the southwestern-most corner of the Lopez Lake
Recreation Area in Section 30; then
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28. Following the southern boundary of the Lopez Lake Recreation Area onto the Tar
Spring Ridge Quadrangle to the point at which the boundary of the Lopez Lake
Recreation Area intersects the road commonly known as Hi Mountain Road; then

29.Following Hi Mountain Road to the intersection of Hi Mountain Road with a road
commonly known as Sausalito Creek Road (this intersection being 1.2 miles northeast
of Ranchita Ranch) in the Arroyo Grande Land Grant; then

30. From the intersection of Hi Mountain Road and Sausalito Creek Road in a straight line
north, northeasterly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1182 feet in Section 19;
then

31. Southeasterly in a straight line to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1022 feet in
Section 29; then

32. Westerly in a straight line to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1310 feet in Section
30; then

33. Southeasterly in a straight line to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1261 feet in
Section 32; then

34. Southeasterly in a straight line to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1436 feet in
Section 4; then

35. Southwesterly in a straight line to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1308 feet in
the Huasna Land Grant; then

36. Westerly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1070 feet in Section 1; then

37. Southerly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1251 feet in the Huasna Land Grant;
then

38. Southwesterly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1458 feet in the Santa Manuela
Land Grant; then

39. Southeasterly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1377 feet in the Huasna Land
Grant; then

40. Southwesterly to an unnamed peak with an elevation of 1593 feet in the Santa Manuela
Grant and on the Nipomo Quadrangle; then

41. Southwesterly to the Jeep Trail immediately north of the summit of an unnamed peak
with an elevation of 1549 in Section 35; then

42. North, northwesterly along the Jeep Trail on Newsom Ridge to the point of intersection
of the Jeep Trail and an Unnamed Road immediately North of Section 28; then

43. Southerly along the unimproved road to its intersection with Upper Los Berros Road
No. 2 in Section 33; then

44, Southeasterly along Upper Los Berros Road No. 2 through Section 33, 34, 28, 34, 35, 36,
31, 6, 7 and 8 and onto the Huasna Peak Quadrangle to the point of intersection of the
road with Hwy 166; then

45. Westerly on Highway 166 onto the Twitchell Dam Quadrangle, then onto the Santa
Maria Quadrangle, then onto the Nipomo Quadrangle and back onto the Santa Maria
Quadrangle to its intersection with Highway 101; then
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46. South on Highway 101 to the northerly bank of the Santa Maria River; then

47. Westerly along the northerly bank of the Santa Maria River to its intersection with the
200 foot contour line; then

48.In a generally westerly direction on the 200 foot contour line, which contour line
follows the berm that is the southern boundary of the Nipomo Mesa and the northern
boundary of the Santa Maria Valley, onto the Nipomo Quadrangle and then onto the
Oceano Quadrangle; then

49. Where the 200 foot contour line turns north away from the southern boundary of the
Nipomo Mesa and ceases to run parallel to the 100 foot contour line, south less than
1/10th of a mile to the 100 foot contour line; then

50.In a generally westerly direction on the 100 foot contour line to its intersection with
Highway 1; then

51.1In a straight line in a northwesterly direction to Lettuce Lake and the eastern boundary
of the Indefinite Boundary of the Pismo Dunes State Vehicular Recreational Area; then

52.Northerly along the Indefinite Boundary of the Pismo Dunes National Preserve to
corner just west of Black Lake; then

53. East in a straight line to a four wheel drive road east of Black Lake; then

54. Northerly along the four wheel drive road to the eastern boundary of the Sand Dunes
and following the Sand Dunes in a Northerly direction to the intersection with the road
commonly known as Delta Lane (south of the Oceano Airport); then

55. Following Delta Lane northerly to the intersection with Ocean Street and then easterly
in a straight line to Highway 1; then

56. Northerly on Hwy 1 onto the Pismo Beach Quadrangle until its intersection with the
street commonly known as Harloe Avenue, following Harloe Avenue west to its
intersection with the boundary of Pismo State Beach and following the Pismo State
Beach boundary northwest to its termination at the Pacific Ocean; then

57.Northerly along the Pacific Ocean coastline across the Pismo Beach, Port San Luis,
Morro Bay South, Morro Bay North, Cayucos, Cambria, Pico Creek, San Simeon, and
Piedras Blancas Quadrangles and onto the Burro Mountain Quadrangle to the point of
beginning.

VII. SUMMARY

The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast or SLO Coast viticultural area is a well-known and
established viticultural area that exemplifies the characteristics of a uniform coastal or cool
climate viticultural area. Formation of the proposed viticultural area will formalize the
recognition of an area already known to wine consumers as a coastal viticultural area and
final recognition of the area, with both name alternatives - San Luis Obispo Coast and SLO
Coast - will allow for the accurate description of wines made in the region and prevent
consumer confusion.
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Further, establishment of the San Luis Obispo Coast viticultural area will be entirely
consistent with TTB's prior rulemaking on "coast” AVAs. The San Luis Obispo Coast
viticultural area is the most coastal region of the Central Coast AVA within San Luis Obispo
County. The formation of a larger AVA- SLO Coast- around existing smaller AVAs- Edna Valley
AVA and Arroyo Grande AVA- is also consistent with prior rulemaking in that smaller micro-
climates within a larger coastal region predictably have higher heat summations than the
larger coastal area, which includes the area directly adjacent to the Pacific Ocean.

For these reasons, and as further described in this petition and supported by the exhibits and
attachments hereto, the Petitioner respectfully requests that TTB form the "San Luis Obispo
Coast" viticultural area and recognize "SLO Coast" as its alternative term of viticultural
significance.
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EXHIBIT A:

EXHIBIT B:

EXHIBIT C:

EXHIBIT D:

EXHIBIT E:

EXHIBIT F:

EXHIBIT G:

EXHIBIT H:

EXHIBIT I:

EXHIBIT J:

EXHIBIT K:

EXHIBIT L:

EXHIBIT M:

EXHIBIT N:

APPENDIX 1:

APPENDIX 2:

APPENDIX 3:

APPENDIX 4:

APPENDIX 5:

APPENDIX 6:

APPENDIX 7:

EXHIBIT AND APPENDIX LIST
Excerpt from An Explorer’s Guide, Santa Barbara & California’s Central Coast
SLO Wine Country Association Tasting Map
“SLO Coast” Businesses Map
“SLO Coast” Business Websites and Marketing Materials
Screenshot of Senator Bill Monning’s website
Screenshot of SLO County Surfrider Foundation’s website
Letter of Support from SLO Wine Country Association
Los Padres National Forest - Monterey Ranger District
Los Padres National Forest - Santa Lucia Ranger District

Letter of Support from the San Luis Obispo County Tourism Business
Improvement District

Letter of Support from Benoit Lecat, Department Head, Wine and Viticulture,
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo

Letter of Support from former California Assemblyman for District 35,
Katcho Achadjian

Letter of Support from Visit San Luis Obispo

Letter of Support from San Luis Obispo County Supervisor for District 3,
Adam Hill

Vineyard Map

Vineyards by Owner, Average Miles to the Ocean and Total Acreage
Elevation Map

GDD Map Station Data

GDD Table

GDD Map PRISM and Station Data

Minimum Temperature PRISM Data



APPENDIX 8: Maximum Temperature PRISM Date
APPENDIX 9: Percent of Nighttime Retrievals with Cloud Cover
APPENDIX 10: Soils Map

APPENDIX 11: Distinguishing Features Table Comparing the Proposed SLO Coast AVA to
Central Coast AVA

APPENDIX 12: Distinguishing Features Table Comparing the Proposed SLO Coast AVA to
Surrounding Areas

APPENDIX 13: Map of Proposed SLO Coast Viticultural Area with Mapping Instructions

APPENDIX 14: USGS Maps
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Home journal business town business

Recent Postings
November, 2015

Last letter to Roxie by Betty Finocchiaro
January, 2016

Proud Cat by George Asdel

The Magical Bean Pot by Ruth Cowne

Return of the Journal

In August, 2015, the Journal came back online at our
new Web address, slocoastjournal.net. We thank
our readers for their patience and loyalty.

The Journal has a new format. We no longer publish
monthly issues. New work by our columnists’ will be
published as submitted, and the most recent postings
will be listed here on the Journal’s home page.

Each columnist has personal pages with links to all of
that person’s work that has been published in the
Journal over the years.

The Journal no longer publishes news articles.

Photo by Gene Elsdon

slocoastjournal.net

it's our nature

slo coast life slo coast arts archives

Welcome to the Slo Coast
Journal, “Judy’s Place”. The
Journal brings you information
about California's Central
Coast and surrounding area.

The Journal is dedicated to its
creator, Judy Sullivan, for
whom it was a labor of love
from July, 2009 to January
2015. Her love of the Central
Coast, its natural wonders,
and its people, has been
obvious in every issue of the
Journal.

She inspired and encouraged
the Journal’s talented writers
and artists to share their
talents and together with
them,created something
unique and wonderful.

In Memorium

Sadly, we must report that the Journal and its readers
lost our star reporter, Jack McCurdy, in March, 2016.
An article about Jack appears in the May 19, 2016
issue of the Bay News. Jack’s work can be viewed in
the Archives on this site.

We had previously lost three wonderful people in late
2015.

Judy Sullivan was creator and editor of the Journal.

Betty Finocchiaro was one of the founders of the
Atascadero Writers Group, and wrote the Journal’s
popular “letter to Roxie” series.

George Zidbeck, whom many Journal readers know as
the “Country Squire” shared his wisdom and wit with
Journal readers for many years.

They will be greatly missed.

The Great Blue Heron Image on Banner by
Nan Carder. All Content Copyright Slo
Coast Journal and Individual Writers
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Exhibit G

July 18, 2016

Director Amy Greenberg, Regulations and Rulings Division
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

1310 G Street NW. Box 12

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Director Greenberg:

The purpose of this letter is to support the petition to create a San Luis Obispo Coast American
Viticultural Area (AVA).

The SLO Wine Country Association is the vintners association charged with marketing the
coastal wine growing region of San Luis Obispo County. The organization was founded in 1990
as the Edna Valley/Arroyo Grande Valley Vintners Assaciation in recognition of the proximity
and similarity of the Edna Valley and Arroyo Grande Valley in coastal $an Luis Obispo County.
These two small AVAs share a boundary line and significant coastal climatic influence.

Over time, wine growing expanded outside of the Edna and Arroyo Grande Valleys and our
organization recognized the need to expand the definition of its territory to include the entire
area to the west of the San Lucia Mountains in San Luis Obispo County. This is the area that is
now proposed to be established as the San Luis Obispo Coast AVA. In 2011, the decision was
made to rename the organization the "SLO Wine Country Association" in recognition of greater
consumer awareness of the name San Luis Obispo and the recognition that this more accurately
describes the area where the grapes are grown.

There is strong consensus among the member wineries of the SLO Wine Country Association
that the San Luis Obispo Coast AVA would enhance recognition of the region, and clear up
consumer confusion regarding the origin of grapes and wines from our area. Wines from the
San Luis Obispo Coast area have historically been marketed as a group united by the distinct

coastal climate of the region. | encourage you to approve the petition to create the San Luis
Obispo Coast AVA.

Sincerel

Brian Talley
President, SLO Wine Country ASs6ciation




TTB Note: Due to its size, Exhibit H was not scanned. Contact TTB for more information.
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Exhibit K

_ CaLPoLy

Letter

TO: Director Amy Greenberg DATE: 8/16/2016

Regulations and Rulings Division

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade

Bureau

1310 G Street NW. Box 12

Washington, DC 20005
FROM; Dr Benoit LECAT, WVIT DPT HEAD COPIES:  Brian Talley, Katy Stambaugh
SUBJECT: Creation of San Luis Obispo AVA

Dear Director Greenberg,

The purpose of this letter is to support the petition to create a San Luis Obispo Coast American
Viticultural Area (AVA). A diverse array of winegrape growers and wineries from throughout the
affected region have joined together to support this effort including Cal Poly. Our Department is
_ teaching Wine and Viticulture with a small experimental vineyard called the Trestle Vineyard from
which we produce wine. We are working in a cooperative approach with the local producers in
order to implement our learn-by-doing philosophy and provide the best workforce for them.

Winegrowing in coastal San Luis Obispo County enjoys a long history dating to the 1880s with the
establishment of the historic St. Remy Winery in the eastern Arroyo Grande Valley. In more recent
times, vineyards were planted in the Edna Valley in the early 1970s and the western Arroyo Grande
Valley in the early 1980s. The Edna Valley was recognized as an AVA in 1982 and the Arroyo
Grande Valley in 1990.

These two small AVAs share a boundary line and significant coastal climatic influence. Since 1990,
the wines from the Edna and Arroyo Grande Valleys have been marketed together by a single
vintners association called the SLO Wine Country Association, in recognition of the greater
consumer awareness of the name “San Luis Obispo” (SLO). Unfortunately, since no AVA
referencing San Luis Obispo exists, wineries have not been able to use this term on their wine
labels.

The proposed San Luis Obispo Coast AVA will lie in the coastal part of San Luis Obispo County,
entirely to the west of the Santa Lucia Mountains, stretching from the Monterey County line in the
north to the Santa Barbara County line to the south. It will overlay the existing Arroyo Grande and
Edna Valley AVAs, and also include other parts of coastal San Luis Obispo County where more

— recent vineyard development has occurred. Climatic studies have shown that this area is distinct
from the Paso Robles AVA, located on the eastern side of the Santa Lucia. With the majority of

Phone 805-756-2415 | wvit.calpoly.edu
1 Grand Avenue | San Luis Obispo | CA | 93407-0861



vineyards located less than 8 miles from the ocean, the San Luis Obispo Coast will be one of the
coolest and most coastal influenced AVAs in California.

There is strong consensus among the winegrape growers and wineries of coastal San Luis Obispo
County that the San Luis Obispo Coast AVA will enhance recognition of the region, and clear up
consumer confusion regarding the origin of grapes and wines from the area. Wines from the San
Luis Obispo Coast area have historically been marketed as a group united by the distinct coastal
climate of the region. | encourage you to approve the petition to create the San Luis Obispo Coast
AVA.

Yours respectfully,

Benoit Lecat, PhD

Wine and Viticulture Department Head

College of Agriculture, Food & Environmental Sciences
California Polytechnic State University

1 Grand Ave, Building 11

San Luis Obispo

CA 93407-0861, USA

E-mail: blecat@calpoly.edu

Phone: +1 (805) 756-2415

Phone 805-756-2415 | wvit.calpoly.edu
1 Grand Avenue | San Luis Obispo | CA | 93407-0861
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Table 1

ID#| Network Range Tmin] Tmax| GDD
1] UCCE | 2008-2011 49.5 76.2] 2749
2| UCCE |2008-2011| 50.7| 73.6] 2604
3] Nws [1979-2015]| 50.5]  72.3] 2455
4] UCCE | 2008-2011 50.5 73.8] 2594
5| UCCE | 2008-2011 50.8] 74.6] 2729
6] UCCE | 2008-2011 48.9] 79.7] 3068
7] _NWS 1979-2015 49.5| 77.8] 2915
8| UCCE | 2008-2011 49.4| 67.6| 1818
9] UCCE | 2008-2011 50.5|  70.6] 2256
10| UCCE | 2008-2011 47.1]  80.1] 2912
11] UCCE | 2008-2011 51 74.7| 2672
12| RAWS | 2008-2015 49.5|  69.7| 2547
13  NWS 1979-2015 51.4| 69.6] 2254
14| UCCE | 2008-2011 48.9]  73.9] 2441
15| UCCE | 2008-2011 48.3| 76.6| 2660
16| UCCE | 2008-2011 51.2 76| 2914
17| NWS 1998-2015 51.2|  75.5| 2867
18]  NWS 1979-2015 51] 76.3] 2963
19] UCCE | 2008-2011 49.1] 70.8] 2132
20|  NWS 1979-2015 511  67.1] 1905
21| Nws | 2011-2015 50.2| 84.7| 3918
, UCCE | 2008-2011 47.4| 84.6| 3427
23] UCCE |2008-2011]| 459 87.8/ 3607
| 24 2008-2011 47.5| 83.6] 3321
25| UCCE | 2008-2011] 48.8| 84.5| 3567
| 26| UCCE | 2008-2011 50.1] 87.4] 4020
27| | 2008-2011] 47.3] _80.9] 3019
28] UCCE |2008-2011| 458/ 80.4| 2817
29| UCCE |2008-2011| 47.3] 74.5| 2349
30| UCCE | 2008-2011| 45.3| 81 2819
31| UCCE | 2008-2011 _49] 83.3] 3462
32| RAWS | 2008-2015 51.5| 69.1] 1957
33]  NWS 1999-2015 55| 73.4] 3136
34| Nws 1998-2005 51.6] 58.8] 1152

Appendix 5



Appendix 6



Appendix 7



Appendix 8



Appendix 9



Appendix 10



)

Appendix 11

)

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - PROPOSED 5.0 COAST AVA AND CENTRAL COAST AVA

FEATURES

IN PROPOSED SLO COAST AVA

IN CENTRAL COAST AVA

NEW OR SHARED

DISTINGUISHING FEATURE

Climate: Temperature

Due to the moderating effect of the
maritime climate, the proposed AVA
is characterized by moderate
minimum temperatures during the
growing season (between 47.5 - 52
degrees for over 90% of the
proposed AVA), moderate seasonal
and diurnal temperature shifts (no
more than 20-30 degrees), and low
maximum temperatures during the
growing season (between 70-78
degrees for 68% of the proposed
AVA).

(Appendix 7; Appendix 8; Pages 18-
19)

Minimum low temperatures
and maximum high
temperatures in the Central
Coast AVA are similarly
moderated by the maritime
climate, but there is greater
microclimate variation
throughout the much larger
Central Coast AVA.

“It is ATF’s experience that
smaller viticultural areas
tend to be more uniform in
their climatic characteristics,
while very large areas... tend
to exhibit general similar
characteristics...”

(Page 20-21; Establishment
of the North Coast Viticultural
Area, 48 Fed. Reg. 42,973
(September 21, 1983))

The climates of the proposed
AVA and the Central Coast
AVA are similarly moderated
by the influence of the Pacific
Ocean.

The proposed AVA is a more
specifically defined “coastal”
grape growing region within
the Central Coast AVA,
consisting of the portion of
San Luis Obispo County that
is most directly influenced by
the maritime climate.

(Page 8)
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - PROPOSED 5.0 COAST AVA AND CENTRAL COAST AVA

FEATURES

IN PROPOSED SLO COAST AVA

IN CENTRAL COAST AVA

NEW OR SHARED
DISTINGUISHING FEATURE

Climate: Fog/Marine
Influence

The vast majority of the proposed
AVA experiences nighttime fog cover
between 35% and 55% of all nights
during the growing season.

(Appendix 9; Page 22-23)

The Central Coast rulemaking
does not provide specific
evidence of the impact of fog
on the viticultural area, but
the presence of fog during the
growing season is typical of a
“coastal” AVA.

While both the Central Coast
AVA and the proposed AVA
experience fog during the
growing season, the proposed
AVA likely experiences higher
average nighttime fog cover
than the Central Coast AVA
because the Central Coast
AVA stretches further inland,
where the influence of the
maritime climate dissipates.

Climate: Degree Days

The average weighted GDD in the
proposed AVA is 2493 and is
therefore classified as Region 1.

(Appendix 6; Page 17-18)

The Central Coast AVA
consists approximately of
33% Region 1, 45% Region I,
and 22% Region I1I.

(Establishment of the Central
Coast Viticultural Area, Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking, 49
Fed. Reg. 28,257 (July 11,
1984))

GDD in the proposed AVA and
the Central Coast AVA is
similarly moderated by the
influence of the Pacific Ocean,
but the proposed AVA
generally experiences lower
GDD. The Central Coast AVA
is fairly evenly distributed
across Regions [, IT and 1],
while over 93% off the
proposed AVA is within
Regions I and II and only
about 6.3% of the proposed
AVA falls within Region III

(Page 18)




GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - PROPOSED bu’%) COAST AVA AND CENTRAL COAST AVA

FEATURES IN PROPOSED SLO COAST AVA IN CENTRAL COAST AVA NEW OR SHARED
DISTINGUISHING FEATURE

Geology/Soils The soils found in the proposed AVA | The Central Coast rulemaking | Not available.

are primarily of older geology, does not include any

consisting mainly of clay and clay information regarding

loam soils with considerable mineral | geology and soils.

complexity and loamy marine basin

deposits.

(Appendix 10; Page 26-27)
Physical The proposed AVA is bounded on the | The Central Coast AVA is Both the proposed AVA and

Features/Elevation

west by the Pacific Ocean and on the
east by the Santa Lucia Mountain
Range.

bounded on the west by the
Pacific Ocean and the east by
the California Coastal Ranges.

the Central Coast AVA are
bounded on the west by the
Pacific Ocean and on the east
by a coastal mountain range.
The Central Coast AVA
includes the Paso Robles AVA,
which is east of the mountain
range that serves as the
eastern boundary of the
proposed AVA (the Santa
Lucia Mountain Range}, but
experiences the moderating
affects of the maritime
climate to a certain degree.

(Page 15)
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - SLO COAST AVA AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Appendix 12)

FEATURES IN PROPOSED TO THE NORTH TO THE EAST TO THE SOUTH TO THE WEST
SLO COAST AVA
Climate: Due to the Because the Because the Santa | Due to the flat, Pacific Ocean

Temperature

moderating effect
of the maritime
climate, the
proposed AVA is
characterized by
moderate
minimum
temperatures
during the growing
season (between
47.5 - 52 degrees
for over 90% of
the proposed
AVA), moderate
seasonal and
diurnal
temperature shifts
(no more than 20-
30 degrees), and
low maximum
temperatures
during the growing
season (between
70-78 degrees for
68% of the
proposed AVA).

(Appendix 7;
Appendix 8; Pages
18-20)

infiltration of the
maritime climate is
inhibited by
dramatic elevation
and topography,
the area north of
the proposed AVA
generally
experiences
warmer minimum
and maximum
temperatures
during the growing
season.

(Appendix 7;
Appendix 8)

Lucia Mountain
Range is a barrier
to the intrusion of
the marine
influence, the area
to the east of the
proposed AVA
generally
experiences cooler
minimum
temperatures and
warmer maximum
temperatures
during the growing
season. The area
east of the
proposed AVA also
experiences more
extreme seasonal
and diurnal
temperature shifts
(40-50 degrees).

(Appendix 7;
Appendix 8; Page
15-16)

open topography
of the Santa Maria
Valley, the area
south of the
proposed AVA
experiences a
more direct
marine influence
further inland and
is therefore
characterized by
slightly warmer
minimum
temperatures and
slightly cooler
maximum
temperatures
during the growing
season.

(Appendix 7;
Appendix 8)
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - SLO COAST AVA AND SURROUNDING AREAS

FEATURES IN PROPOSED TO THE NORTH TO THE EAST TO THE SOUTH TO THE WEST
SLO COAST AVA
Climate: The vast majority | The area north of | The area east of The area south of | Pacific Ocean
Fog/Marine of the proposed the proposed AVA | the proposed AVA | the proposed AVA
Influence AVA experiences experiences less experiences less experiences more
nighttime fog nighttime fog nighttime fog nighttime fog
cover between cover (between cover (between cover than the vast
35% and 55% of less than 15% and | less than 15% and | majority of the
all nights during 35% of all nights 35% of all nights proposed AVA due
the growing during the growing | during the growing | to the flatter
season. season). season). topography and
wide open
(Appendix 9; Page | (Appendix 9) (Appendix 9) entrance to the
22-23) valley directly

from the Pacific
Ocean.

(Appendix 9)

Climate: Degree The average GDD in areanorth | GDD in area east of | GDD south of the Pacific Ocean
Days weighted GDD in of the proposed the proposed AVA | proposed AVA is

the proposed AVA | AVA is generally is generally generally classified

is 2493 and is characterized as characterized as as Region | near

therefore classified | Region Il and high Region I, the coast and

as Region . Region II1. Region Il and Region Il moving

Region IV. The inland toward the
(Appendix 6; Page | (Appendix 6) average weighted | Santa Maria Valley

17-18)

GDD in the Paso
Robles AVA is
3425 (Region III).

(Appendix 6; Page
18)

AVA, where the
weighted average
GDD is 2733
(Region II).

(Appendix 6; Page
18)
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - SLO CUAST AVA AND SURROUNDING AREAS

FEATURES IN PROPOSED TO THE NORTH TO THE EAST TO THE SOUTH TO THE WEST
SLO COAST AVA
Geology/Soils The soils found in | The soils found in | The soils found in | The soils found in | Pacific Ocean
the proposed AVA | the area north of the Santa Lucia the Santa Maria
are primarily of the proposed AVA | Mountain Range Valley include
older geology, include shallow to | consist of rock large swaths of
consisting mainly | deep soils weather | outcrop. deep, fertile, sandy
of clay and clay from marine soils derived from
loam soils with deposits of (Appendix 10) alluvial deposits
considerable sandstone and from the Santa
mineral shale, shallow to The soils in the Maria River and its

complexity and
Joamy marine
basin deposits.

(Appendix 10;
Page 24-26)

deep soils derived
from igneous
and/or granitic
rocks, shallow to
deep soils derived
from sandstone
and shale, and
shallow soils and
rock outcrop
derived from
sandstone and
metamorphic rock.

(Appendix 10)

Paso Robles AVA
generally consist
of alluvial and
terrace deposits
which are typically
fertile and well
drained.

(Establishment of
Paso Robles
Viticultural Area,
48 Fed. Reg.
45,239 (October 4,
1983))

tributaries. Soils
in the proposed
AVA are generally
shallower, rockier,
less fertile, and
more complex in
nature than those
found in the area
south of the
proposed AVA.

(Appendix 10;
Page 27)
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES - SLO CUAST AVA AND SURROUNDING AREAS

FEATURES IN PROPOSED TO THE NORTH TO THE EAST TO THE SOUTH TO THE WEST
SLO COAST AVA
Physical Features/ | The proposed AVA | The area north of | The Santa Lucia The Santa Maria Pacific Ocean

Elevation

consists of
foothills, valleys
and coastal
terraces. Over
97% of the
proposed AVA is at
or below 1800 feet
above sea level.
The eastern
boundary
corresponds with
the approximate
limit of the
influence of the
marine layer and
the western
orientation of the
Santa Lucia
Mountain Range.

(Page 14)

the proposed AVA
is characterized by
steeper elevations
and topography,
mountains, forests
and rugged
coastline, including
Big Sur.

Mountain Range
consists of steep
elevations and
topography.

The Paso Robles
AVA is consists of
rolling hills and
valleys with
elevations from
720 feetto 2,400
feet above sea
level. Itis
bounded by low
mountain ranges
on all four sides.

(Establishment of
Paso Robles
Viticultural Area,
48 Fed. Reg.
45,239 (October 4,
1983); Petition to
Establish the Paso
Robles Willow
Creek District
American
Viticultural Area,
Page 9; Appendix
10)

Valley is a wide
and flat
northwest/
southeast valley
with flat to rolling
terrain thatis a
direct conduit to
the marine
influence.

(Page 26-27)
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