
TTB Wine Boot Camp
FORMULAS



TTB Disclaimer
Notice: 
• This information is being presented to help the public to understand 

and comply with the laws and regulations that the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax and Trade Bureau administers 

• It is not intended to establish any new, or change any existing, 
definitions, interpretations, standards, or procedures regarding those 
laws and regulations  

• In addition, this presentation may be made obsolete by changes in laws 
and regulations - please consult the regulations for the most current 
regulatory requirements

• Sample documents (such as records, returns, and labels) are for 
illustrative purposes only and contain fictitious data
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Qualify as a bonded 
winery and obtain 

TTB Basic Permit (if 
needed)

Apply for formula 
approval 

(if needed)

Produce wine; 
keep records 

including all wine 
produced and 

received in bond  

Apply for 
Certificate of Label 
Approval (COLA) or 

COLA Exemption

Bottle and remove; 
keep records

File tax return, pay 
taxes, and file 

operational reports

Report changes to your business that 
occur after original qualification

Typical TTB Touchpoints for Bonded Wineries
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Agenda 

In this session we will go over the following topics: 

•Formula Basics
•Wines That Need Formulas
•Applying for a Formula
◦ Formulas Online
◦ Supporting Documents
◦ Formula Approval

•Resources
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Formula Basics
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Formula Basics

Not all wine products require formula approval.
•Whether or not you need formula approval is based 
on: 
◦ Ingredients
◦Manufacturing methods

•Formula requirements are NOT connected to: 
◦ Alcohol content
◦ Eligibility for certain tax rates
◦Whether or not the product will require TTB label approval
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What Is a Formula?
A formula is required for certain types of alcoholic beverages before they 
can be legally manufactured, imported, or sold. Your formula submissions 
must have:
• A complete, quantitative list of all ingredients used to make the product 
• Method of manufacture: 
◦ Describes the steps you take to create your product
◦ Must include each ingredient mentioned on the ingredients list

• Total yield or batch size
See Formula Basics page on TTB.gov 
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Where Are the Wine Formula Requirements?

• TTB regulations under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) 
require formulas for certain types of domestic wine (27 CFR 
24.80)
• TTB regulations under the Federal Alcohol Administration 
Act (FAA Act) authorize TTB to require formulas for certain 
domestic and imported wines (27 CFR 4.38(h)) 
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Why Is a Formula Required?

TTB uses the information found in the formula to:
•Classify the product for tax and labeling purposes
•Ensure that the product does not contain any prohibited 
ingredients

•Determine if limited ingredients are used within prescribed 
limitations or if they will impact labeling

•Provide a suggested statement of composition (SOC) for 
labeling purposes 
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Who Applies for Formula Approval and When?

Who: When required, formulas are submitted by:
•Domestic: the producer (BW proprietor)
• Imported*: U.S. importer (holder of an Importer’s Basic 
Permit)

When: Formulas must be obtained:
•Domestic: before product is produced and before applying 
for label approval (if needed)

• Imported*: before applying for label approval and before 
product is removed from customs custody

* Formula requirements do not apply to imported wine with under 7% ABV
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Wines That 
Need Formulas
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When Is a Wine Formula Required?

In general, formula approval is required if a wine is 
made with:
•Flavors (with or without alcohol), including compounded 
flavors, essences, and extracts 

•Coloring materials 
•Excess sugar or water
•Agricultural products other than fruit
•A blend of wines produced from different kinds of fruit
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Common Wines That Need Formulas*
•Fruit Wine:
◦A formula is required when blending two or more kinds of 
Fruit Wine, e.g., Apple Wine and Cherry Wine. 

◦A formula is not required when fermenting two or more 
kinds of fruit juice together.

•Aperitif Wine or Vermouth:
◦ Formula approval not required for Italian Vermouth

•Retsina Wine flavored with pine resin
•Imported Saké

* Formula requirements do not apply to imported wine with under 7% ABV
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Which Wines Require Formula Approval?
Use our online tool Which Alcohol Beverages Require 
Formula Approval? or check the list in TTB G 2016-2a to 
learn which products require formula approval.
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Applying for 
Formulas
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How to Apply for Formula Approval

Formulas Online
• Step-by-step guidance
• Data validation checks along the way
• Application status updates via email

Resources:
• Formulas Online Customer Page 
• How to Register and Submit Formulas through Formulas Online 
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Formulas Online Submitter Tips

Before submitting a formula, you should:
•Ensure that formula approval is required for your wine 
product.
• Using the Formula Tool on TTB’s website will help.

•Gather all pertinent information and documents about 
each ingredient used and your method of manufacture.
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What TTB Looks For

•Class and Type: Is the base alcohol produced according to 
the TTB regulatory standard for the specified class and 
type?

• Supporting documentation: e.g., FID Sheets, Specification 
Sheets, Labels (e.g., labels for store-bought items added as 
flavors)

•Prohibited or limited ingredients
•Colors
• Ingredients considered food safe by FDA (including 
Generally Recognized as Safe or GRAS ingredients)
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Example in Formulas Online
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Supporting 
Documents
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Supporting Documents That May Be 
Required

Submit the following with your formula application if:
•Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet (FID Sheet) if the product is 
made with compounded flavors (1 FID Sheet for each 
flavor)

•Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet if the product is 
made with 1 or more compounded flavors

• Ingredient Specification Sheet (Spec Sheet) if the product is 
made with ingredients composed of more than 1 
component (1 Spec Sheet for each ingredient)
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Compounded Flavors
What is a compounded flavor? 
A compounded flavor is one you purchase from a flavor manufacturer 
• Types of compounded flavors:
◦ All natural
◦ Natural and artificial containing less than or equal to 0.1% artificial content topnote
◦ Natural and artificial containing greater than 0.1% artificial content topnote
◦ All artificial
◦ Non-flavor: Cloudifier or blender 

• Compounded flavor manufacturer submits their flavor formula to 
TTB’s Nonbeverage Products Lab for review

• Compounded flavors require supporting documentation! 
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Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet (FID Sheet)
What is a FID Sheet? 
A Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet (FID Sheet or FIDS) is a 
spreadsheet that includes information about certain ingredients 
in compounded flavors.
The FID Sheet allows TTB to ensure:
• The compounded flavor has been evaluated by TTB 
• Ingredients in the beverage will not exceed limitations prescribed by TTB 

or by FDA 
• Appropriate labeling of your product  

Submit 1 FID Sheet for each compounded flavor in your formula! 
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Flavor Ingredient Data Sheet 
(FID Sheet)

How do I get it? 
• Obtain a copy of the FID Sheet from the 

flavor manufacturer(s) from whom you 
purchased the flavor(s)
◦ The FID sheet is filled out and signed by the 

flavor manufacturer
• It includes:
◦ Concentration of limited ingredients in parts 

per million (ppm)
◦ Any colors used in flavor
◦ Alcohol content of flavor
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Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet

What is a Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet? 
A Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet is a spreadsheet 
used to calculate the total amounts of ingredients in 
compounded flavors that have limits on their use per TTB 
and FDA requirements.
◦ You will need a FID Sheet for each compounded flavor to complete 

the worksheet
◦Worksheets can be completed based on volume or percentage– 

use the worksheet that matches your formula format
Submit a Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet for 
formulas containing 1 or more compounded flavors! 
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Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet

How Do I Get It? 
• Blank worksheets and examples 

are available at: Formulation –
Alcohol Beverage Formula 
Approval in the Supporting 
Documentation, Blank 
Worksheets, and Examples 
section 

• See TTB G 2017-6 for more 
information, including examples
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Ingredient Specification Sheet (Spec Sheet)

What is an Ingredient Specification Sheet? 
An Ingredient Specification Sheet (Spec Sheet) is a 
document that lists or describes the contents of an 
ingredient used to make your alcohol beverage product.
◦ Can be a technical data sheet or a product label (e.g., for 

marshmallows or chocolate syrup)

Include a Spec Sheet for each ingredient that is made from 
more than one component (excluding compounded 
flavors)!
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Ingredient Specification Sheet 
(Spec Sheet or Technical Data Sheet)

How Do I Get It?
•There are several ways to obtain a 
specification sheet for the ingredient 
used in your alcohol beverage 
product, including:
• Shipment documentation for the product
• Manufacturer's website
• Ingredient listing on the product's label

•See TTB G 2017-3 for more 
information, including examples
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Top 5 Reasons Wine Formulas are Returned 
for Correction

1.  Ingredient Spec Sheet* is missing
2.  FID Sheet* is missing
3.  Clarification needed on a specific ingredient
4.  Ingredient quantity information is missing
5.  Limited Ingredient Calculation Worksheet* is missing
         *when required
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Formula Processing Times

•Our Current Processing Times charts show up-to-date 
processing information for submissions in calendar days. 
• TTB Processing Times | TTB: Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

•Use this information to estimate when your submission is likely 
to be processed. 
•Incomplete applications, errors, or insufficient documentation 
may delay the processing time for your application.
•Check the status of your submission in Formulas Online.
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Your Formula 
is Approved, 
Now What? 
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What Should I Do After My Formula is 
Approved?

Determine whether your product requires a Certificate of Label 
Approval (COLA)

•  YES: If wine product contains at least 7% alcohol by volume and will be 
sold in interstate commerce

• NO: If it contains at least 7% alcohol by volume and will not be sold in 
interstate commerce 
◦ You can apply for a Certificate of Exemption instead of a COLA

• NO: If it contains less than 7% alcohol by volume
◦ See FDA labeling requirements for wine containing under 7% alcohol by volume and TTB 

requirements that apply regardless of alcohol content, such as the Health Warning Statement

If your product requires a COLA, find a general statement of 
composition in the RESULTS tab of your approved formula
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What Should I Do After My Formula is 
Approved?

Create a statement of composition for your label that is consistent 
with your approved formula

• On the approved formula, TTB will provide a simple, general statement of 
composition for the product label, such as:

Honey Wine with Natural Flavors
• You can either use this general statement of composition to meet the 

requirement for the class/type statement on the label, or create a more 
specific labeling statement that discloses the specific flavors as well as the 
coloring agent (if applicable), such as:

Mead with cherries, cinnamon, and vanilla
• See TTB G 2017-8 for more information on wine statements of composition, 

including examples 
If a COLA is required, list your formula ID on your label application! 
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Contact Information

Alcohol Labeling and Formulation Division, Customer 
Service: 
• Phone: 1-866-927-2533 or 202-453-2250
oOption 2 – COLAs Online technical assistance
oOption 3 – COLAs Online registration
oOption 6 – Wine Questions

• Online:  https://www.ttb.gov/contact-alfd

Stay up to date by reading and subscribing to TTB’s 
Newsletter! 
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