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'TB Disclaimer

Notice:

* This information is being presented to help the public to understand
and comply with the laws and regulations that the Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau administers

* [t is not intended to establish any new, or change any existing,
definitions, interpretations, standards, or procedures regarding those
laws and regulations

* In addition, this presentation may be made obsolete by changes in laws
and regulations - please consult the regulations for the most current
regulatory requirements

* Sample documents (such as records, returns, and labels) are for
illustrative purposes only and contain fictitious data
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OUEIIENENJelele Apply for formula
winery and obtain approval

TTB Basic Permit (if :
needed) (if needed)

Report changes to your business that
occur after original qualification

Produce wine;
keep records
including all wine
produced and
received in bond

File tax return, pay
taxes, and file
operational reports

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU | TTB

A

Apply for
Certificate of Label
Approval (COLA) or

COLA Exemption

(if needed)

L/

4

Bottle and remove;
keep records



In this introductory session we will cover these topics:

*Mandatory Label Information
*Top Labeling Errors

*COLAs Online

* Allowable Revisions
*Resources
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Labeling
Regulations
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[TB Laws and Regulations for Wine
Domestic Producers™

Internal Revenue Code (IRC)

* Part 24 Wine- Tax payments, premises requirements which protect the
revenue, production, formulas (if applicable), etc.

Federal Alcohol Administration Act (FAA Act)
* Part 1 Basic Permits

* Part 4 Labeling and Advertising of Wine

* Part 9 American Viticultural Areas
* Part 16 Health Warning Statement
* Parts 6, 8, 10 and 11 Trade Practices

27 CFR

* Not a complete list
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.19;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a;rgn=div5;view=text;node=27:1.0.1.1.19;idno=27;cc=ecfr
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-1
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a&rgn=div5&view=text&node=27:1.0.1.1.2&idno=27
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=33fc0c0194b58b6fe95208945b5c637a&rgn=div5&view=text&node=27:1.0.1.1.2&idno=27
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-9
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-9
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-16
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-16
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-6
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-8
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-10
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-11

IRC Requirements for Wine

The Internal Revenue Code (IRC) implementing regulations
(27 CFR part 24) cover issues such as:

* Qualification/registration of bonded wine premises

* Production requirements
* Formulas (for some)

* Recordkeeping/reports

* Taxes

* Basic labeling/marking

The part 24 regulations apply to all
domestic commercial cideries
making product with 0.5% ALC. BY
VOL. or more.

27 CFR part 24 (domestic)
27 CFR part 27 (imports)
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http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=27:1.0.1.1.19#se27.1.24_110
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=99f8b6f4c4c9b4b2b8f7be46728090a5&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.27

FAA Act Requirements for Wine

* FAA Act defines wine as having from 7% to 24% alcohol by
volume

* The implementing regulations (27 CFR) cover issues such

ds.
o Labeling
> Certificates of Label Approval (cOLA)  The FAA regulations only apply if
o Qualification (Basic Permit) ALC. BY VOL. is 7% or more, and
> Advertising product is sold/offered for sale
> Trade practices interstate

27 CFRparts 1,4, 6,8,10,11,and 1
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http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.1
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=506cf0c03546efff958847134c5527d3&rgn=div5&view=text&node=27:1.0.1.1.2&idno=27
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.10
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.11
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=1282039b8724b0e64a32f72976f85f97&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt27.1.13

Which Labeling Laws and Regulations Apply?
I N e
gulations 0.5% to <7%

o) [ NETAVETET-LR B A e i 118827 CFR part 16 — Alcoholic Beverage
(ABLA) Health Warning Statement
27 U.S.C. 213, et seq.

Internal Revenue Code (IRC) 27 CFR part 24 — Wine X X
26 U.S.C. Chapter 51

27 CFR part 27 — Importation of
Distilled Spirits, Wines, and Beer

G ETET A (o] o] BAVG [ T T A LR [ 7AVAY I 27 CFR part 4 — Labeling and X

Act Advertising of Wine COLAif sold in

27 U.S.C. 201, et seq. interstate commerce,
COLA Exemption if
only sold intrastate

L LETEIN SeTolo MU TS o Rolo 1oy (V. (a 888 21 CFR part 101 — Food Labeling X
(FD&C Act)
21 U.S.C. 341-350
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-16
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-24
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-27
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-27/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-4
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-101

Mandatory
Label
Information




Mandatory Label Information

Required Information on the Required Information on

Brand Label Any Label

Brand Name
Net Contents
Alcohol Content

Class/Type Designation

Appellation of Origin (in certain

circumstances) Sulfite Declaration

Percentage of Foreign Wine (if applicable) Health Warning Statement

Either the front or back label may be the

designated as the “brand label.”

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU

Name & Address of Bottler/Importer

Country of Origin (imported only)
Color Ingredient Disclosure (if applicable)

27 CFR4.32




Brand Label: Brand Name

» The brand name is the name under which a wine or line of
wines is marketed.

» The brand name must appear on the brand label.

» The brand name may not create a misleading impression. |
STORMLHASER
> The class/type designation (e.g., "Chardonnay," "White e

Wine"), standing alone, may not be used as the brand name.
Chardonnay

Hubpson Rivir Recion
» If no other brand name appears on the label, the name of the 20/

bottler, packer, or importer will be treated as the brand name.

27 CFR4.33
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4~} Brand Label: Class/Type Designation

o000 000000000000

» A class/type designation is a categorical
description of the wine in the container, based on

the defined standards of identity found in 27 CFR E\\@, H///%—_

4.21. -
LIGHTHOUSE
» To label and market your wine under a particular
class/type designation, the wine must meet the SIUHM ‘:“ASEH
regulatory standards of identity for that )
class/type. _ Chardonnay )
: 20(8

27 CFR4.34
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Brand Label: Class/Type Designation

» Eight general classes of wine.
» Most classes are subdivided into more specific types of wine.

» Generally, the class and/or type designation may be used to meet
the mandatory labeling requirement.

Class Example Type Example

Grape Wine Red Wine, Merlot, Table Wine
Sparkling Grape Wine Sparkling Chardonnay, Sparkling Red Wine
Fruit Wine Cider, Perry, Strawberry Dessert Wine

27 CFR4.21
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Brand Label: Class/Type Designation

» Wines that do not meet the definition of any of the standards of identity are
considered wine specialty products and are subject to different class/type
labeling requirements.

» Adding flavors, colors, or spices to your wine will generally result in your wine
being classified as a wine specialty product.

» Wine specialty products must be labeled with a truthful and adequate
statement of composition.

» Required to appear on brand label.

Note: Wine specialty products require formula approval prior to applying for a
COLA.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://ttb.gov/formulation/index.shtml

Brand Label: Appellation of Origin

» An appellation of origin generally designates the
geographic area (or areas) where the fruit or other

agricultural products used to make the wine were \\\\\g////i

grown. ==
» In general, the appellation can be: LIGHTHOUSE
* For Domestic wine: The United States, a state(s), a
county(s), or an approved American Viticultural STUHM ‘:“AS[H
Area(s). O,

* For Imported wine: a foreign country, a state(s),

county, or similar political subdivision, or an %
Hupson River ReGcioN
Q0 /&8

viticultural area.

27 CFR4.25
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» Mandatory if any of the following appear on the
label:

* Grape varietal %\\ ///2

* Vintage date

* Semi-generic designation (if grandfathered) il
e Estate bottled |
» Must appear on brand label, if required. STUHM ‘:“ASEH
Y

QO 45
oooo-o-oooooo-oo0ooo-oo0oooooOooooOOOOooo0

27 CFR 4.25
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Brand Label: Appellation of Origin

American Viticultural Area (AVA): A type of appellation specific to
grape wines. It is a defined grape-growing region having a name,

distinguishing features, and a delineated boundary as established in
27 CFR part 9.

» Must be fully finished within same state as AVA*

*except for cellar treatment under §4.22(c), and blending that
does not result in an alteration of class or type under §4.22(b)

27 CFR 4.25 and part 9

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



Brand Label: Foreign Wine

A statement of the percentage and origin of foreign wine is
required on blends of American and foreign wines if any

reference to the presence of foreign wine is made on the
label.

> e.g., "30% Grape Wine from Italy"

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



» The name and address (city and state) of the bottler
or importer must appear on the label, as shown on 3% LRODUCED AND BoTTLED By

JGHTHOUSE VINTNERS

their basic permit. KINGSTON, NY

» A trade name/DBA approved by TTB may be used in

11 1 1 H GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING

place of the official operating name, if on the basic gl Dy b Lt )
permit. NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING zc
> ”B 0 i . " ) PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH 2
ottled By,” “Packed by,” or “Imported by” are DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 8
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRVEA =———
acceptable formats. CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE ———
.. N HEALTH PROBLEMS. —

» Additional words may not appear within the name —

L CONTAINS SULFITES 750ML
and address statement, except to use additional, ALC. 13.5% BY VOL.

optional phrases authorized by regulations.

0

27 CFR4.35

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



Any Label: Name and Address Statement

PHRASE IF the Named Winery, at that location...
Produced and bottled by Fermented not less than 75% of the wine,
Made and bottled by Changed the class or type, or

Produced sparkling wine by secondary fermentation

Blended and bottled by Mixed the wine with other wines of the same class and type

Prepared and bottled by Subjected the wine to cellar treatment

Cellared and bottled by

Vinted and bottled by

27 CFR4.35

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



» Metric standards of fill; authorized sizes per
27 CFR 4.72.

> “mL” on containers of less than 1 liter and
“l” on container of one liter or more.

» May be on label or etched/blown into the e = el RO, ——— -
CcO nta“’]er PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH =——==

Propucep AND BorTLED By

@,GHTHOUSE VINTNERS
- KINGsTON, NY

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING

DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC

12345 67890

» May appear on any label. CA o OPETATE MAGHNERY, M Mo/ G ——
HEALTH PROBLEMS. —
» The net contents indicated on a label may conTais suLees (750M) .
be changed without applying for a new ALC. 13 5% BY VO

COLA. A separate COLA is not needed for
every standard of fill. 27 CFR 4.37

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



The following metric standards of fill are authorized for

Any Label: Net Contents — Standards of Fill

wine:
50 milliliters 250 milliliters 375 milliliters 600 milliliters 1 liter
100 milliliters 300 milliliters 473 milliliters 620 milliliters 1.5 liters
180 milliliters 330 milliliters 500 milliliters 700 milliliters 1.8 liters
187 milliliters 355 milliliters 550 milliliters 720 milliliters 2.25 liters
200 milliliters 360 milliliters 568 milliliters 750 milliliters 3 liters

*  Wine may be bottled or packed in containers of 4 liters or larger if the containers are filled and labeled in
guantities of even liters (4 liters, 5 liters, 6 liters, etc.).

e Containers 18L or greater are exempt from the general standards of fill under 4.70(b)(2).

* The 473 mL and 568 mL sizes correspond to 16 oz. and 19.2 oz. respectively.
* Sizes shaded in blue were authorized January 2025.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
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» The alcohol content is a numerical indication

of the alcohol content of the wine stated in @GHTHOUSE Y r—
terms of percent alcohol by volume. B=-.. KINGSTON, NY
» For wines over 14 percent alcohol by GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING
. TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD ________ ~
volume, a numerical alcohol content NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING == _
PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH =————7
1 DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC — 5
Statement IS mandatory' BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A :g
. . . . CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE .4
» Table Wine or Light Wine may be used in HEALTH PROBLEMS. —"
: . _ o) CONTAINS SULFITES 750ML. =—]—=,
place of a percentage for wine with 7-14% e

alcohol by volume.

27 CFR 4.36
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May appear as either a specific number
or as a range (tolerances apply)

* If stated as a specific number, alcohol
content is allowed to vary from the stated
alcohol:

o +/-1.5% for < 14%

o +/- 1% for > 14%

* If stated as a range, alcohol content must be
\t/)wthm the stated range, and the range can
e:

° 3% for < 14%
o 2% for >14%

*Range cannot cross tax classes.

Any Label: Alcohol Content

Acceptable formats

“Alcohol % by volume;” or “ %"
“Alc. By Vol.”
“  %to___ %alc. byvol”

“ABV” is not allowed as an abbreviation of
“alcohol by volume” in the mandatory alcohol
content statement.

27 CFR 4.36

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



» Must declare if 10 ppm of total sulfites or more;
generally stated as “Contains Sulfites.”

@,GHTHOUSE VINTNERS
- KINGsTON, NY

» If less than 10 ppm, may be omitted if:
*  Obtain lab analysis from a TTB lab.

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING

*  Submit analysis with COLA. TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD
NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING

. 1 PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH
* NOTE: TTB does not permit statements such as = =0 e e

1

o

(4]

[+ ]

M~

“sulfite free,” but other statements are BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A ‘3
“ : ) CAR OR OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE -

allowed, such as “No sulfites added” (must HEALTH PROBLEMS. N

IO

0

also state “may contain naturally occurring m;‘mﬂ:
ALL. 13,

sulfites”) or “Contains naturally occurring

sulfites.”

27 CFR 4.32

» May appear on any label.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



» By law, this exact statement is required to
appear on all alcohol beverages containing
0.5% or more alcohol by volume.

o PR()DU( ED AND BorTLED By

» May appear on any label.

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDIN
TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD
NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING
PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH
DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A

AR OROPERATEWIHER’( AND MAY CAUS

1

12345 67890

CONTAINS SULFITES 750ML
ALC. 13.5% BYVOL.

0

27 CFR 16.21
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GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE SURGEON GENERAL,
WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING
PREGNANCY BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) CONSUMPTION
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE A CAR OR
OPERATE MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.

Any Label: Health Warning Statement

» Words “GOVERNMENT WARNING” must be in capital letters and bold

type; remainder of statement may not appear in bold type.

» “S” in Surgeon and “G” in General must be capitalized.

» It must appear as a continuous paragraph, separate and apart from

other information.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
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Any Label: Country of Origin

CHATEAU SISLER

» U.S. Customs and Border Protection requires a MARGAUX
statement of origin on all imported alcohol appellation Margausx Controllee
beverages. Red Bordeaux Wine

» Acceptable formats: e e
mporce : Isier Imporcs,
¢ PrOdUCt Of Italy 'la'-.-'.':II:;hirn_:|tl:||nq!:“r DC =

* Produced by XYZ, Bordeaux, France W——
* Made in Spain

GOVYERMMEMNT WARNIMNG:

° AUStraIIan Wlne {1y ACCOREDING TO THE SURGEDMN GEMERAL,
YWIOMEM SHOULD NOT DRIMNE ACLCOHOLIC
» Every article of foreign origin entering the United L e
States must be Ieglb Y mar ed with the EﬂgllSh OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR
101 1 ABILITY TO DRIVE & CAR OF OPERATE
name of the country of origin unless an exception (B SRR R et
from marking is provided for in the law. PROBLEMS.
» May appear on any label. CONTAINS SULFITES 750 ML
27 CFR 4.35(e)

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



L} Any Label: Color Ingredient Disclosure

» The presence of the following must be disclosed on the product
labels:

* Yellow #5 - 27 CFR 4.32(c)
 Carmine-27 CFR 4.32(d)
* Cochineal Extract - 27 CFR 4.32(d)

» Wines that contain color additives require formula approval prior

to applying for label approval and will be noted in the approved
formula for the wine.

» For these products, the phrase "Contains [color additive name]"
must appear on the product label.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://www.ttb.gov/formulation

Optional Label
Claims
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* Varietal Designation * Organic Labeling

* Vintage Date * Gluten Content Labeling

* Appellation of Origin (sometimes * Nutritional Content, Serving
mandatory) Facts, Alcohol Facts, and Sugar

* Estate Bottled Content

* “Produced” or “Made By”

* Vineyard, Orchard, Ranch, or
Farm Name

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
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> A grape variety (or several varieties) may be used as a class/type
designation.

» Requires an apr)ellation of origin to appear in direct conjunction on
the brand label.

» If one ﬁrape variety is used, at least 75% of the wine must come
from the stated variety (and appellation stated).

» If multiple grape varieties are used as class/type designation, the
percentage of each must be shown.

» If on back label, list in order of predominance if not stating percentages.

» For domestic wines, there is a list of approved variety names.

27 CFR 4.23

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
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» Year or date of harvest.

» Only grape wine may use a vintage date.

» Requires an appellation of origin

* If labeled with an AVA or foreign equivalent,
not less than 95% of the wine must be
derived from grapes grown in the vintage
year. STORMCHASER

* For any other appellation, not less than 85% e
of the wine must be derived from grapes
grown in the vintage year.

B

LIGHTHOUSE

27 CFR 4.27
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Estate Bottled

100% of the wine came from grapes grown on land owned or controlled by the
winery.

* The wine must be labeled with an AVA as appellation of origin.
* The winery that produced and bottled the wine must be located in the AVA.

* All the grapes used to make the wine must have been grown in the labeled
AVA area on land owned or controlled by the winery that produced and
bottled the wine.

* The winery that produced and bottled the wine must have crushed the
grapes, fermented the juice resulting from the crushing, finished, aged and
bottled the wine in a continuous process, the wine at no time leaving the
winery's premises during the entire process.

27 CFR 4.26

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



4} Vineyard, Orchard, Farm, or Ranch Name

When used in a brand name, a vineyard, orchard, farm, or ranch name

having geographical or viticultural significance is subject to the
requirements of 27 CFR 4.33(b) and 4.39(i).

In general, a brand name that includes a vineyard, orchard, farm, or
ranch name is acceptable:

* If not less than 95 percent of the wine was produced from primary

winemaking material grown on the named vineyard, orchard, farm,
or ranch;

OR

* If the company name or trade name shown in the mandatory
name and address statement on the label is identical to the brand
name that includes a vineyard, orchard, farm, or ranch name.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



Organic Labeling

“100% Organic” contains only organic ingredients and processing aids with
no chemically added sulfites.

”Ohcganic” contains at least 95% organic ingredients with no chemically added
sulfites.

“Made with Organic [Ingredients%” contains at least 70% organic ingredients
and may contain up to 100 ppm of sulfites from sulfur dioxide.

Products containing less than 70% organic ingredients and products that are
not processed by a certified organic handling operation may only identify
each organically produced ingredient in an ingredient statement.

Claims must be certified to USDA organic regulations
* Accredited Certifying Agent (ACA) review

* Crop reports

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



Labeling Errors
Overview

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



op Label Errors (2025)

1. Appellation required on brand label

2. Class/type designation is missing from the brand label

3. The appellation stated on the brand or back label is a
misleading geographical reference

4. Use of varietal or vintage requires appellation

5. The Government Warning statement has punctuation errors
or the words “Government Warning” do not appear in bold

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



8.

9.

op Label Errors (2025)

Formula and label contain conflicting information
Name/address —company name or DBA name is in
conflict with the name in the bottler/ importer statement
Alcohol content in the wrong format

Class/type conflict

10. Varietal on label but not application

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



COLA
Information
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A Certificate of Label Approval (COLA) authorizes the
a label in interstate or foreign commerce.

What is a Certificate of Label Approval?

use of

A COLA is required for each product sold in interstate

commerce (product = distinct brand/distinct product
designation/distinct label).

A COLA is not required for wine containing less than 7%

alcohol by volume.

27 CFR 4.50(a)

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU




nat is a Certificate of Exemption From
el Approval?

* Domestic wines that will only be sold in the state of bottling
may instead be covered by a certificate of exemption from label
approval.

* The l[abel must bear the statement, “For sale in (name of state where
bottled) only”

* Signifies that the wine is exempt from the FAA Act labeling
rules in part 4.

* Issued under the condition that the product will under no
circumstances be introduced into interstate or foreign
commerce.

*Applications for exemption from label approval follow the same
process as applications for COLAs. 27 CFR 4.50(b)
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Domestic Wines:

* The bottler must apply for label approval or exemption from approval.

 Must obtain COLA (or exemption) prior to bottling.

e Labels must be affixed prior to removal from bonded wine premises.
Imported Wines:

e The importer must apply for label approval.

e Must obtain label approval prior to removal of wine from U.S.
Customs and Border Protection custody.*

* A COLA should be obtained well in advance to avoid port cost

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



How Do | Apply?

COLAs Online

 Step-by-step guidance. COLAs Online,
* Validation checks along the way.

* Application status updates via email.

COLAs Online Customer Page

See webinar presentation for information on how to register
for an account: COLAs Online Workshop.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://www.ttb.gov/labeling/colas
https://www.ttb.gov/images/pdfs/presentations/colas-online-reg-use-workshop-public.pdf
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* Determine if you need formula approval prior to submitting your
COLA (see Which Alcohol Beverages Require Formula Approval?).

* Be sure to accurately enter the brand name or fanciful name as it
appears on label.

* Follow the instructions for each field, e.g., do not enter the
class/type designation in the brand name or fanciful name field.

* Review your labels to ensure they are not skewed or distorted.
They need to accurately depict what the label will look like.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://www.ttb.gov/formulation/which-alcohol-beverages-require-formula-approval

COLAs Online: Conditionally Approved

TTB may propose changes to the information you entered in the application to make it match the
label you submitted.

After the proposed changes are entered into COLAs Online, the status is Conditionally Approved.
You must review proposed changes, and then either:

o Accept for immediate approval of COLA or

o Decline and make necessary changes before returning.
Which application fields are involved?

° Brand name

o Fanciful name

o @Grape Varietal

o Wine Appellation

Conditionally Approved is not a final status, it requires action on your part to be approved.
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Change My Approved Label
out Getting a New COLA?

* Yes, once a label receives TTB approval, you can make
certain changes (listed at the bottom of TTB Form 5100.31 )
to that label without obtaining a new COLA.

* Any revisions you make to your approved labels must be in
compliance with the applicable regulations.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://www.ttb.gov/media/70320/download?inline

Allowable
Revisions to
Approved Labels




Allowable Revisions: Commonly Used

*Deleting non-mandatory information *Add or delete ageing time
*Repositioning label information (e.g., graphics) *Change bottle date
*Change color/font *Change analysis
*Percentage of blend *Add or change bottle deposit information
*Change or remove vintage date *Add, delete, or change web site address, phone # or zip
*Change name or trade name to reflect another name code
listed on your permit °gg%hoilgzslete, or change holiday or seasonal themed

*Change “Produced” to “Vinted” or “Cellared” (cannot
be used in reverse) *Add, delete, or change sustainable farming,

environmental, and eco-friendly claims
*Change net contents

*Add, delete or change social media icons
*Change alcohol content

*Color change to picture
*Acid/PH/Sugar 5 P
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Allowable Revisions: Example

REVISION APPLIES TO
WINE DISTILLED| MALT
YOU MAY... SPIRITS |BEVERAGE COMMENTS
1. Delete any non-mandatory label information, including text, YES YES YES
ilustrations, graphics, efc.
Approved COLA Allowable revision
Were for a
Wenee faz a R . D
e
o
Albarino Albarino
RRn Virginia
20114 2014
12.5% Alc. by Vol Reserve 12.5% Alc. by Vol.
750 mi

730 ml
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e e
Allowable Revisions: Example
) P
REVISION APPLIES TO
WINE DISTILLED] MALT
YOU MAY... SPIRITS [BEVERAGE COMMENTS
2 Reqosition any label information, including text, illusirations, YES YES YE3 The repositioning must comply with any placement requirements
graphics, etc. applicable to mandatory information. For axample, some types of
mandatory information must appear on the brand label or must appear
together wilh other label information
Approved COLA Allowable revision
0 A ©
-, ‘.

.'_' . .\“u.-
) A ¥ o 9

P, N SUNNYSIDE ACRES
To N
WHITE WINE
Finger Lakes
New York New York
WHITE WINE Finger Lakes
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Allowable Revisions: Example

REVISION APPLIES TO
WINE DISTILLED| MALT
YOU MAY.. SPIRITS |BEVERAGE COMMENTS
10, Change the nat contants statament, YES YES YES Rewvisions must comply with all applicable requlations goveming net
content statements and standards of fil. Please ensure thet all
applicable lype size requiraments are mel for each container size.
Approved COLA Allowable revision

Dog House

Red Table Wine

Dog House

Red Table Wine

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU




Allowable Revisions: Example

REVISION APPLIES TO

DISTILLED
YOU MAY... WINE " apIRiTs

MALT
BEVERAGE

COMMENTS

11. Change the mandatory statzment of alcohol content, aslong asthe | vES YES
change is consistent with the labeled class and type
designation, and all other labeling statements.

YES
(Flavored
Malt
Beverages
Onily)

For example, you may change the alcohol content of a grape wing kabeled
with & vanetal designation from 13 percent fo 15 percent alcahal by volume,
gven thowgh it results in a change to the product's tax dassification.
nowever, if the product was designated and labeled as a “table wine,” an
alcohol content of 15 percent alcohol by volume would be inconsistent with
the rules for use of that designaton, so this change would not be permitied.

Similarty, a label bearing 2 “rum’ designation may not be changed to siate
an alcohol content of lass than 40 percent alcohol by volume. The revised
alcohol conteni statement must be consestent with all other mandatory or

optional labeling statements.

Approved COLA

@mﬁﬂm’ Jﬁﬁﬁj@

Texas

Chardonnay

Allowable revision

@NSTLIN* JACK ¢

Texas

Chardonnay

12% Ale./Vol. 750mil

_—

\\\__I 5% Ale./ '\.I’_o_l;//

\\ 750mil

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU




Examples of Changes that CANNOT be Made

A new COLA is required if you:

* Change the class/type.

* Change the brand name.

* Add any graphics that are not specifically authorized.

* Add or change wording that is not specifically authorized.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU



Wine Labeling
Resources
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B Wine Contacts

Alcohol, Labeling and Formulation Division,
Customer Service:

* Phone: 1-866-927-2533 or 202-453-2250

o Option 2 — COLAs Online Technical Assistance
> Option 3 — COLAs Online Registration
o Option 6 — Wine Questions

* Online: https://www.ttb.gov/contact-alfd

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU


https://www.ttb.gov/contact-alfd
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Checklist of Mandatory Label Information - Wine

https://www.ttb.gov/images/wine-label/wine-labeling-checklist.pdf

Wine Resources

https://www.ttb.gov/regulated-commodities/beverage-alcohol/wine

Boot Camp for Wineries

https://www.ttb.gov/public-information/news/ttb-boot-camp-
webinar-series#twine

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
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TTB wine labeling guidance on TTB.gov provides information
in a user-friendly centralized location:

https://www.ttb.gov/wine/labeling

Some key topics are:

* Getting started with wine labeling (sample labels).
 Anatomy of Wine Label Tool

* Mandatory Wine Label Information (Mandatory Information
Checklist).

* Optional Wine Label Information (American Viticultural Areas,
Organic Claims).
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https://www.ttb.gov/wine/labeling
https://www.ttb.gov/regulated-commodities/beverage-alcohol/wine/anatomy-of-a-label
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