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RE: TTB NOTI CE NUVBER FOUR
May 13, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiom It May Concern:

There is sonething scary about an agency of the federal governnent

proposing rul es that guarantee financial hardship for small retailers,

many of whom are struggling to survive in the present econom c cli nate.

That is why | amvehenently opposed to the proposed rules changes that the

TTB has reconmmended in Notice nunber 4! OO00000000O00000DCOO00O0D0OOOOCOOOOO

As consuners and retailers are painfully aware, our econony is already

carrying far too much in the way of taxes and regulatory requirenents. To

add one nore governnent regulation or tax to our backs will virtually

break us. Governnent policy should be ained at reducing these barriers to

econom c gromh. Wt certainly don't need nore of them And we definitely

cannot w thstand many nore blows to our wallets or to our profit margins.
Uiooddboodtoodtooddooodboddtooddooidooddtooodooddbooddooddooddon

After careful study, the ATF/ TTB concl uded that the sale of flavored nalt
beverages do not threaten federal excise tax revenues. However, inposing

new regul ati ons on these beverages would surely cut into excise tax

collections by conpletely elimnating the market for these products. It

woul d be fiscally irresponsible to nake these types of changes. Don't you

agree? UUOOOOO0OO0OOO0OOOODOO0OOOOO0OOOODOOOODOODOODOODODOODODOOOODOOOOOOOOI

It is for all of the above-nentioned reasons that | amwiting to ask your

support in rejecting any changes to the rules governing flavored malt

beverages. Pl ease protect the people who are the very financial backbone

of our country, the retailers. Thank you. O0000000000000O0000000O000O00O0OOOC
Regar ds,

Mary Bass



