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BLUE Rl DGE BEVERAGE
August 8, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Post O fice Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiom It May Concern

Bl ue Ri dge Beverage Co., Inc. strongly supports the proposed rule issues by the Tax and Trade Bureau in March of this year that
specifies the alcohol content in order for flavored malt beverages to be classified as beer. According to this proposal, to be
classified a flavored malt beverage, its alcohol content fromdistilled al cohol cannot be greater than 0.5% 0000000000000000000O0OO0O

As you know, nalt beverages have been regul ated and taxed differently, than other al cohol beverages throughout our history. Your
proposed rule is consistent with the historical interpretation of what constitutes beer and other malt beverages. Adoption of the
TTB “0.5 by volune standard” would ensure the integrity of beer and the brew ng process. J000000000000000000000C00000000DO0O0O0OO0OODOOOO

As you al so know, though states have regul atory power over alcohol, npst do follow federal guidelines. This proposal w |l assist
in maintaining an orderly marketplace and avoid costly and confusing disruption in state licensing, taxation, and distribution
policies - all of which directly inpact beer whol esal ers. 00000000000000O00000000000000000000000000000000000000O000000000000ODOOOOOOOO

Pl ease keep in mnd that equating beer and other beverages that derive nost of their alcohol content fromdistilled spirits would

only cloud the critical distinctions between beer and other products with higher alcohol content. These distinctions directly

i mpact state and federal policies as relates to the regulation and taxati on0000000000000000000C000000000000O00DO0O0O0O00O0O0O0OOO0OODOOOOOO

of beer and other beverages. If this distinction disappears, it will not be |ong before other producers of al coholic beverages

attenpt to categorize thensed4ves as beer. The 0.5% standard is nore than reasonable and will ensure that the integrity of beer

remai ns. 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O00O

Thank you for your consideration, and we are hopeful that you will agree that the 0.5%standard on FMB's is the correct standard



Si ncerely,

Bl ue Ri dge Beverage Co., Inc.

Robert A. Archer
Pr esi dent
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