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Dear M. Libertucci:OOSout hern Legislative Conference

Ref erence: ONotice 4

Oln my capacity as an Al abama State Senator | amwiting to express ny support for the
United States Treasury Departnment Division of Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau’' s
proposed rul emaking for flavored malt beverages.

OTTB s proposed action provi des much-needed clarification of the Federal alcoho

beverage categories which are intended to maintain an orderly marketplace in our country.

| n0O000D00000000000D000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000D00O000C
addition, the proposed standard’s debate provides for an inportant opportunity for the

di scussion of the stability of the retail licensing systemand the overall marketpl ace.
Once t heOOOOOOODOOOODOOOODOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOODOOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOO0OODOOOODOOOOODOOOC
proposed rule is adopted, the standard will help insure an orderly marketpl ace, provide

for JO0OOOO0O0OO0O000DOO0O00DOO000DO0000DO000DO0000DO000DO0000DO0000DO0000D0000DO0OOoC
consi stency in products to neet consumer expectations, as well as help sustain the

[ ong-ter MIO000000000000000O00000OO0OO0OCODOOO0OODOOOODOOO0OODO0O00ODOO0O0OOODOOO0ODOOOOOOOO
devel opnment of the product category. Al so, the consistency of these refornul ated products

wi t hOOOOOOOO0O0o00000doo00oooo00do0o0do0D00do000do0000ob000dooDo0ooo00ogoopoooooog

state tax, license, and distribution laws will allow wholesalers and retailers to
conti nue toJOO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO000000O0O0OOCOCOCOOOOOOOOO0OOOOO0OO0O0O0O0O0O00O00O00O00004C
distribute, sell, and market flavored nalt beverages as they do today.

DAl t hough there are sonme who have concerns regarding the ability of manufacturers to

produce flavored malt beverage products in accordance with the new proposal, brewers have

al ready denonstrated the expertise and technical ability necessary to brew these products

under the new Federal standard. The flavored malt beverage products that | ook and taste

t heJOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOODOOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOOOODOO0OODOOO0OODO000DOOOOODOO0ODOOOnC



same will be available to wholesalers and retailers in all states with no interruption
and no00JO0000000OO0000OO000OODOOOODOOOOOODOOOODOOO0OOOOO00CDOO0O0ODO000DO000ODOOOODOr
di scernabl e taste differences for consumers

OThank you for your consideration of nmy recommendation on this inportant issue. Should
you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact ny office.

Si ncerely,

Cerald D al
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