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O0OChi ef , Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
O0OAI cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

O LOAttn: Notice 4

O0P. O. Box 50221

O0OWwashi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

OLadi es and Gentl| emen:

O amwiting on behal f of the nenbers of the Louisiana Associ ation of

Bever age Al cohol Licensees, Inc. (“LABAL") in support of the U S. Treasury’s
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau proposed rul emaking for flavored nalt
beverages. (2001R-136P)

OWe believe the TTB' s action is an inportant clarification of federal al coho
beverage categories established to maintain an orderly US marketpl ace. Further,

we believe the debate surrounding the proposed standard poses inportant issues for
the stability of the retail licensing systemand the overall marketpl ace.

OMost inportant to us as beverage al cohol retailers, these reformul ated

products will be consistent with state tax, license, and distribution |aws allow ng
whol esal ers and retailers to continue to distribute, sell arid market flavored malt
beverages as they do today.

Ol n response to concerns related to the proposed regul ati ons, brewers have

al ready denonstrated the expertise and technical ability to brew these products

under the new federal standard. The FMB products that | ook and taste the sane

will be available to wholesalers and retailers in all states w thout interruption and
no di scernable taste differences for consuners.

OWe appreciate the opportunity to offer our support for the current TTB
proposed rul emaking for flavored malt beverages.

Very truly yours,
OLA ASSCCI ATI ON OF BEVERAGE ALCCHOL LI CENSEEES, | NC.
OBY: Christopher G Young



