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OChi ef , Regul ati ons & Procedures Divisionld
OAttn: Notice No. 4

OAl cohol & Tobacco Tax & Trade Bureau
OP. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091

Dear Chi ef:

| amwiting to express my support of the 5 1/49 “majority” standard for flavored malt
beverages (FMBs), that, as | understand, thedO0O0O0000000O00O0000O000DOOO0OCO0O0O0O00ODOOOODOOOOL
Bureau i s supporting as well.

As you know, it is inmportant to support this reasonable conprom se for the foll ow ng
reasons: 0000000000000000DO000DOOOO0OODOO0O0ODOOOOOOO0O0O0OCODOOOOOO0O00O0DO0O00ODOO0OO0ODOO0OOC

it will pronote fairness. The federal govemment has for two decades all owed the use of

flavors contai ning al cohol in beersO00000000000000000000000000000O000000DOOO0O0O0O0OOO0O0OOC
and FMBs under 6% al cohoL by volunme without limtation. An entire category of malt

beverages with varying taste and fl avor D00O0000000000000O000000D0O00O0O00O0O0O00O0OO0O0O0O0ODOOOOL
types has been developed in reliance on that and should not be harmed now by new federal

regul ati ons. JO000000000000C0000000O0O000DOO0O0O0OOOOO0O0ODO0O0OODOOOOOOOO0O00ODOOO0O00OO00O0ODOOOC

it will ensure the continued availability of today s nost popul ar FMB products. FMBs

like Smirnoff lce, Mke's HardOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOL
Lenonade, and Seagranis Cool ers belong on retail shelves in the beer section.

Establishing the dire 90-10 (0.5% standard00000000000000000000C0OO00OCO0O0O0O00ODOO0O0OCOOOOOO0OI
Owoul d force FMB brewers to make costly changes to their production process that sone

conmpani es may not be able toJO0O00O0OODOOOOODOOOODOOODOODOOOODOOOOOODOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOO
acconpl i sh.

it will allow brewers to continue to satisfy consumers. According to national reporting
services, the FMB category hasOOO0OO0000000DO0O0ODOO000ODOOOO0OOOO0OOCODOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOC
achi eved remar kabl e acceptance anong consunmers who want a bottled ready to drink beverage
with the same al cohol content 0000000000000000C00000000OO00OCDOOO0O0O0ODOO0OCODOOOODOOOOOOOOOOI



as beer, but do not prefer the taste of conventional beers. The categorys share of
grocery channel sales |ast sunmer wasOOOOOOOOOOOO0OO0OO000OOO0O000O00O000O0O0O0O0O0OOOO0OOOOOO
nearly 6% of the total beer category.

it will ensure that tonmorrow s FMB products continue to taste |like the products

consuners enjoy today. The use of J0O0000OO00OCOOOOOOODOOOCOOOOOOODOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOOO
significant amounts of flavors in an FMB all ows those products to achieve the refreshing

taste many consumers want. A 90-1000000000000000000000000O0O00CDOOO0O0OODOOOODOOOOODOOOOOOL
rule would force FMB brewers to substantially increase the amount of malted barley and

other traditional ingredients used i nOOOOOO0OO00O0O0D00O000DOO0OC0ODOO0O00DOOO0O0OOO0O0O0OODOOOOOOOOO
an FMB, probably residting in a very different tasting product.

Thank you for your consideration on this issue. if you have any questions or concerns you
woul d like to share with ne, please0d000000000000O00OCO0000CODOO0O0OCOOOO0OODOO0OODOOOOODOOOOC
contact ny office.

Sincerely
TONY STRI CKLAND
Assenmbl ymenber, AD 37
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