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OI tIafpnu x State 5rnatr
FRANK SHURDE N

STATE SENATOR - DISTRICT 8

412 STATE CAPITO L
2300 N . LINCOLN BLVD .

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 73105

PHONE (405) 521-5588
FAX (405) 521-561 5

HENRYETTA (918) 652-3588
WW. am-H . Foster, Chief
Regulations and Procedures Divisio n
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Burea u
ATFN : Notice No . 4 1
P.O. Box 1441 2
Washington, DC 20044-441 2
Fax : (202) 927-852 5

Dear Sir :

With regard to Notice No . 41 where the 'lTB is seeking public comment on whether additional requirements should be added to
current alcohol product labels, I write to oppose any efforts that would include "standar'd_serving" information or .an over_
stn ljticil listing,ol the zruunt ut}~tuc_.tticuhei on tal?els~r~tdvsxt sin _Oiinpri str ttea_uf coacczu relates tp_lu~~y~hc _timuunt
oLalcoltol t a producc.t should be comzn.unica ted ., Ott ihc_gt« ani_ of alcohol _, content, we support continu,nthe lent stand g

is~lstsmtltcAe.rccnt_alsoltol by _yolunxe slr_gzo lrs truly ppao laat ~a s dssczil~alsuhcl content.We
strttggly oppose.ropssals_tc dispJ _ al~o1141 content an t4mt sL Stwt~. Quncxs_oJ pureetkoho per_ sl<tndstrcl ers frig_ _dai s
misguided_ancrnpt would coygrsigRifican:t diffecnces. in ntrengih_cuucentrationand e fteci_letwcen_)b uDr, ine. .andbeer.
('utnuiunicstLing alcohol content_in_.lhis_w v_ti!oul_d be misleading ,Arai p~tslrUall _lattgerous_and_would hinderjaih .tha n
pz_oanuts, Nspgzrsible_d it>1012. _Jnslcacl, coot nuita ebe_longstatzdingntnd-alt,epingtulttacasu_zc ofthe—perse a_ge_ofalc,_s~aoJ-.
_volupile, nin thehat. ixzf~tssi of es~rts.uanczs andThe_ public ,

lu_ ad_diiion._JTBstzpulci lec_ugnize tlt c̀rc_. is_ no s ehiJiiag sss a ",staodard .sscyiuf; ztd_tltts too lcould_,turt,l p nni.uestsutsilly=
alcohol labelsgr .advertising_.__ While "serving size" is fairly common for beer, it varies widely for hard liquor . Different
measuring jiggers for hard liquor contain anywhere from 1 to 3 fluid ounces and most mixed drinks are "free poured . — Moreover .
very few people could define a 'standard serving' for ports, sherries, liqueurs, fortified wines . and other less-common alcoho l
beverages .

Further, looking at the "top 10" hard liquor drinks on popular mixed drink websites like Happy-Hour .net, Barfliers .com, an d
DrinkNation .com, confirms that the average drink contains 75% more alcohol than the hard liquor industry's so-called "standar d
drink," In fact. drinks like a Mohito, Mai-Tai, Martini, or long Island Iced Tea contain significantly more alcohol than a
"standard 1 .5 ounce serving .`

Further still, state law, and reg.1.11alion will be negatively impacted by an effort to allow ahs9lute atcaalol per standard servin g
information on a IabeL_ Labeling the percentage of alcohol is lilt rsgetpolis _ Thus, changes fr hte are.a could put companie s
at risk of violating state laws .

We would ask that you do not support this misleading effort that will ill serve lie public good and cause more public confusion .

not less .

Thank you for your attention to this matter .

September 21, 2005

CHAIRMAN:
WILDLIFE & TOURIS M

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATION S

BUSINESS AND LABO R
RULE S

SUNSET REVIEW
TRANSPORTATIO N

SUBCOMMITTEE :
PUBLIC SAFETY &

JUDICIARY

Sincerely ,

Frank Shurde n
State Senat e
District 8
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