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Re: Notice Number 41

Dear Mr. Foster,

It is my understanding that your bureau has been asked to consider a proposal to allow makers of distilled
spirits to apply alcohol content labeling based upon a so-called "standard serving" instead of including the percent
alcohol by volume, or proof, of the alcoholic beverage on the label, as has been the historic standard in the United
States.

As a member of the General Laws Committee of the Virginia House of Delegates, which is responsible for
legislation relating to Virginia's alcoholic beverage control system, I urge you to reject this proposal and continue to
support the historic standard of using proof as the only appropriate manner to describe the alcohol content of
alcoholic beverages in the United States.

Standard serving information on food labels works well because the caloric, vitamin, and mineral content
of a certain volume of a food item can easily be discerned. But, that is not the case with a distilled spirit because it
is generally not consumed by itself. It is mixed with other beverages and the alcohol content of this mixed drink
varies depending on the person making the drink and the size of the container in which it is served. There really is
no standard serving of a distilled spirit.

Virginia has a long standing statutory policy of distinguishing between distilled spirits, which are generally
mixed with other beverages, and beer and wine, which are usually consumed as purchased. I believe that "standard
serving" information on the labels of distilled spirits will distort that difference and confuse consumers.

I am particularly concerned that such labeling will have the effect of encouraging consumption of distilled
spirits by younger consumers who may not have enough experience to know the difference between distilled spirits
and beer and wine, which could, in turn, lead to more drunk driving and highway deaths.

I believe strongly that the historic standard of using proof as the only appropriate manner to describe the
alcohol content of alcoholic beverages has worked well in Virginia and the United States and that it should continue.
I urge your bureau to maintain this standard. Thank you.
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