
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON COOPERATION  
WITH RESPECT TO TRADE IN ALCOHOL  

BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

AND 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF GEORGIA  

 
To protect the public and to establish a consistent channel for information exchange 
regarding the import and export of alcohol products, the United States Department of the 
Treasury and the Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia have, through friendly consultations, 
reached this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The designated implementing 
agencies for this MOU are the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) of the 
United States Department of the Treasury and the Department for Vine and Wine 
(SAMTREST) of the Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as “the 
implementing agencies”). 
 

Section 1 
    
The implementing agencies intend to establish a consultative process to strengthen 
cooperation in the administration of import and export alcohol regulations and 
compliance determinations. Through this process, the implementing agencies intend to 
enhance bilateral cooperation consistent with international trade obligations, including, 
but not limited to, the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization.  
 
 

Section 2 
 

 
The implementing agencies intend to establish consultative and collaborative processes to 
provide exchanges of information with regard to the identity and quality of imported and 
exported alcohol products.  Through these processes and exchanges the implementing 
agencies intend to lay the foundation for further discussions to improve cooperation and 
enhance transparency of regulations on alcohol products including the recognition of 
standards of identity for alcohol products. 
 
The implementing agencies intend to strengthen cooperation as follows: 
 

1) By exchanging information on alcohol issues related to their laws, regulations, 
policies and procedures, standards, and labeling administration.  If changes are 
made to the above information, each implementing agency intends to update the 
other implementing agency through timely notifications. 

 
2) By providing timely notifications regarding changes to their laws, regulations, 

policies, and procedures affecting the import and export trade in alcohol products 
insofar as such changes relate to the implementing agency’s jurisdiction over such 
matters.  When problems are identified during the import  







 

 

 
 
 
 

Annex 1 
 

(a) TTB - United States 
 
Assistant Administrator 
Headquarters Operations 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
1310 G Street, N.W., Suite 400E 
Washington, D.C. 20220 
USA 
Tel:  (+1) (202) 453-2260 
Fax: (+1) (202) 453-2970 
Email: itd@ttb.gov 
 
(b) SAMTREST - Georgia 
 
Chairman 
State Department of the Vine and Wine 
Ministry of Agriculture 
6, Marshal Gelovani Avenue, 0159 
Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia 
Tel: +995 32 37 80 55 
Fax: +995 32 37 80 52 
Email: vmanagadze@maf.ge  

 
 

Legal Division of State Department of the Vine and Wine 
6, Marshal Gelovani Avenue, 0159 
Tel: (+995 32) 37 80 52   (+995 58) 17 57 07 
Fax: (+995 32) 37 80 52 

      Email: samtrest@maf.ge, a.aslanishvili@yahoo.com 
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