







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PACIFIC WINE

T T . &
Asti, California [
Toawe 2 et B B T 8 PRt B € B 6 B TR aiﬁ’%‘fg,

ITEXN Governor J. N. Gillett alighted at the station at Asti

_ at noon Friday, he was given an enthusiastic reception
by the school children and residents of the district. An elabo-
rate luncheon was served at the Colony House of the Italian-
Bwiss Colony, where the Governor had an opportunity to taste
some of the choicest wines of the State. In the afternoon, he
was driven over the 2,500-acre vineyard of the colouy and then
inspected every department of the immense winery and storage
vaults, .

The Governor was especially interested in the new two-story
reinforced concrete building, 100 by 100 feet, which is nearing
completion and is intended for the manufacture of Califoruia
champagne. While the colony for years has produced, together
with their excellent dry wines, several high-class sparkling
wines, they have made this branch of the industry only a side
issue. But now that Cougress has adopted the new {ariff pro-

“tecting native sparkling wines, it is their intention to manufac-
ture champagne on a large scale, and in order to provide the
necessary funds to carry on the undertaking successfully, they
have recently added about $300,000 more to their capitalization.
- When, some years ago, Governor Gillett was a representative
of Congress, he showed his loyalty to California by working
hard fur a tariff that would protect the products of this State.
This prompted Mr. . C. Rossiy when they were examining the
vaults on the lower floor, to remark: “Goveruor, you arc in a
way responsible for the ercetion of this building, for if we had
not been encouraged by the favorable new tarift of Congress
on wines, we never would have dreamed of putting more of our
time, energy and capital into the development of this costly
champague enterprise.”

"And as they emerged from the building and looked over the
_ smiling landscape, Mr. Rossi added: “Undoubtedly one of
these days we will have the satisfaction of having you as one
of our representatives in the Senate at Washington, D. €*,; and
very probably further discussions will arise on the benefits of a
protective tariff. We hope you will remember the day you
visited Asti and saw the inception of our production of cham-
pagne, The possibilities are great.  We have the proper grapes,
the right soil and an unequaled climate here in Sonoma County,
and we feel certain that-in a few years we will be able to offer
the people of the United States not only the fine dry wines
which have made California famous, but also fine sparkling
wines that will in every way equal the choicest I'rench product
and bring further glory to our State.”

For years the Italian-Swiss Colony has been experimenting
with the manufacture of champagne. The only thing they
lacked was an experienced hand to divect their efforts. On his
recent visit.to the champagne district of rance, Mr.-Rossi
overcame this obstacle by securing the services of M, Charles
Jadeau, who for 25 years has had charge of one of the most
important champagne establishments in France. Under his
leadership, the colony will be able to produce sparkling wines
that will no doubt soon achieve the popularity of their famous

.

dry and sweet wines. -
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Governor Gillet, who thorouchly appreciates the nnpn}‘full(:C
of the viticultural industry of this State, was charmed \\'lth his
first visit to Asti, and late in the afternoon, when he <](*]»;11:t(xd
for Cloverdale, declared that his day’s outing was very enjoy-
able and that he intended to “come again sometime during the
C « J
vintage season.”

‘ The following is a speech by I’. C. Rossi on .the occasion of the
visit to Asti of Governor James N. Gillett, Friday, 19th:

T OVERNOR GILLETT AND PARTY: We cannot I"(_!}';k

T auspicious occasion pass without inflicting on you a it
f:nn:ﬂity, as we want to express our appreciation of the b‘s?‘i"".Y
you have done us in visiting Asti today. 2

It gives us great pleasure to have you as our gest in &
beautiful spot in Sonoma County, which thirty years ago "?._
considered a barren waste fit only for grazing purposes, §85
porting only a thousand sheep and offering little encourages &,
for future development. Today we will have an opportunity fag
show you what a wonderful {ransformation has taken place #3
this hrief span of thiviy vears, If the industry is properly ‘;”‘--'
conraged, there is no reason why similar results could not ffj
achieved in many parts of California where millions of acr®
could be utilized in the arowing of wine grapes. N

By hard work, patience and perseverance, the ITtalian-S¥H§
Colony has succeeded in clothing these barren hills \\'ith?;
mantle of flourishing and productive vines, which now give ea
ployment to hundreds of laborers, support hundreds of famili®
and produce choice wines which have added materially to {5
prosperity of the country and helped to advertise the \\'undu‘l"é
resources and possibilities of California throughout the ['uib‘,{
States and Europe. 3

We feel proud that we have succceded in producing dry wine,
which European and American connoisscurs have pronouﬁc’!f
equaly if not superior, to the foreign product. Dut while f';
have had cause to rejoice at the success we have achieved, ";
have always felt that our mission was not complete unless #¢
could produce a sparkling wine that would rival the world
famous French champagne, {

Our heard-ecarned dry wine victory has made us forget tk
countless drawbacks and <1isc<'»m'uging obstacles that marked o8
pathway for many vears. But we did not feel that we bad
reached our goal yet—for there was still another field for "‘
to conquer. We have Leen constantly asked why Californi%
which produces as fine dry wines as are to be found anywhere
in the world, did not also produce a champague that would,
equal the Ivench sparkling wine, We did not answer that ques
tion, but simply made up our minds that we wonld try
capture the immense market in the United States as soon as ¥t
could surmount certain difficulties. :

In a quiet and unassuming way we experimented for years
and after careful and patient work, we felt satisfied that wé
could turn out a champagne that would delight connoisseur®
and bring new glory to the viticultural industry of Californis}
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There is not one reference in the entire page devoted to the

Italian Swiss Colony winery to its being located in, at or near
the Alexander Valley of Sonoma County. (Note its claim to having
more visitors than any other winery. See xerox, following page.)
During the 1915 Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco,
honoring the completion of the Panama Canal, an International
Viticultural Congress was held in the city as well. The owners
of the Italian Swiss Colony winery hired a special train and
transported all of the delegates to Asti. The story in the

Pacific Wine and Spirit Review of July 31, 1915 states: "They

had a fine view of the thousands of acres of vineyard of the

Italian Swiss Colony and of the picturesque route through which

the train ran taking them from San Francisco to Asti."™ Again,

no mention of Alexander Valley (see xerox copy, subsequent pages).
It might be argued by the uninformed that Alexander Valley

was not well-known enough circa 1900, for it to be mentioned in

any newspaper or journal other than strictly local, i.e., Sonoma

County newspapers. This simply is not true. The Napa Register

of September 13, 1895 observes: "D. E. Greninger today went over
to Alexander Valley in Sonoma County, 22 miles west of Calistoga,
to start H. B. Chase's distillery to running. . . ." The Inde-

pendent Calistoga, Calistoga, Ca. of July 20, 1895 carries a story

that Napa capitalists "have bought a part of "J. G. Osbourne's
[sic] property in Alexander Valley and will shortly build a new

cellar . . ." 1In the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review of September

23, 1895 a story appears on the opening of the new S. L. Osborn
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PACIFIC WINE, BREWING

AND SPIRIT REVIEW

WINE MEN OF THE WORLD VISIT THE ASTI
VINEYARDS.

On the 15th of July the hospitality of the Asti \i mevards and of
Chevalier Andrea Sharboro was again extended to a g\d[hum“ of
men from all parts of the United States and from all parts of the
world. The delegates attending the International Viticultural
Congress, which met at Festiv a] Hall i the world's fair in San
Francisco, were taken on a special excursion to the Asti V eyards,
arriving there at 10:30 a. m

Lunch was served in the magnificent vine arbor at Chevalier
Sbarboro’s Pompeiian villa on the banks of the Russian River at
12:30 o’clock.

When at Asti the visitors were shown through the immense
wineries and through the great pldnt where another batch of 500,-
000 bottles of “Golden State” is in the making. They had a fine
view of the thousands of acres of vinevard of the Italian-Swiss
Colony and of the picturesque route through which the train ran
taking them from San Francisco to Asti. Chevalier Sbarboro and
the Colony people endeavored to let this showing of true California
ho\p“ahty abound with all its generosity and the visitors had an
opportunity of enjoying the golden sunshine amid a scene that is
decidedly picturesque,

A number of Santa Rosans, including the legislative representa-
tives of the county, met the distinguished visitors at Asti and
lunched with them at the Pompeiian Villa.

This was a large and notable gathering of men interested in the
viticultural industry, world-wide in importance. Incidentally it
showed to these men from all parts of the United States and other
lands something of the importance of the winc industry in Sonoma,
the preatest dry wine county in the New World.
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winery in Alexander Valley. The issue of January 31, 1901 takes
note of the "Alexander Valley Winery" being incorporated and gives
the officers. In May 1907, a brief story appears on Otto Michel-
son being named superintendent of the Alexander Valley Winery.

In the October 31, 1907 edition, the publication provides: "A
trip through Alexander Valley . . ." with a listing of all the
wineries. Dozens if not hundreds of items on Alexander Valley

viticulture appeared in the Pacific Wine and Spirit Review from

1885 (see page 8 of this report, the publication devoted a full
page to "Healdsburg and Alexander Valley") to 1920 and the advent
of Prohibition.

The Italian Swiss Colony winery has had millions of visitors
since its founding in 1881. Many of those visitors have been of
considerable prominence in the world and their wvisit to the winery
received significant press coverage. There have been many other
reasons for activities at the Colony to make newspaper headlines
over the ﬁast one hundred years (such as the building of the

largest wine tank in the world). It does not appear that any of

the millions of visitors to the Italian Swiss Colony winery over

the past 100 years has been told he or she was standing in or

viewing the Alexander Valley of Sonoma County, California. No

advertising, no promotion undertaken by the Colony itself has

ever claimed it was a part of the Alexander Valley. Apparently

no newspaper reporter, no radio or television script writer or
broadcaster has ever stated the Colony winery was located in

Alexander Valley.
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Conclusion

Some attempts have been made in recent years to link Alex-
ander Valley and Cloverdale through the United States Department
of Interior Geological Survey Maps. These maps, going back
perhaps as far as 1920, show Alexander Valley stretching as far
north as Cloverdale. These maps are in error and are not in
accord with historical record nor with prevailing concepts of
the residents of Alexander Valley in that time period. No one
has attempted to correct this error because, until now, it had
little impact on the residents of the valley.

The Board of State Viticultural Commissioners of California,

formed in 1880, published in 1891 a Directory of the Grape

Growers, Wine Makers and Distillers of California. This Directory

lists all growers and wine makers by their postal address. There

is no listing for "Alexander Valley." The known growers in Alex-
ander Valley in that period (the names have been rather precisely
culled from local newspapers) are listed under the tbwns of
Geyserville or Healdsburg. There is no listing of any Alexander
Valley growers under the town of Cloverdale.

In 1893, the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners pub-
lished a study of phylloxera damage to Sonoma County: Report of

I. DeTurck, Commissioner for the Sonoma District. In this

report, the growers of the townships of "Cloverdale, Knight's
Valley, Mendocino and Washington" are all listed together under
the general heading "Fourth District." Again Alexander Valley

under the wvalley,
growers are not listed . but under the towns of Geyserville
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or Healdsburg. The designation "Fourth District" was not cre-

ated by the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners. The

"Fourth District" is the Fourth Supervisorial District of the
County of Sonoma, created about 1879~1880. The county is run
by "supervisors" elected from each district. There is no rela-
tionship whatsoever to the forming of this district designation
and the lands known as "Alexander Valley." The four townships
of Cloverdale, Knight's Valley, Mendocino and Washington encom-
pass many thousands of acres larger than even the most generous
concept of Alexander Valley could ever be!

Alexander Valley's viticulture history dates back as far
as Cloverdale's though admittedly, if only the lands of Cyrus
Alexander are considered, it remained much smaller until about
the turn of the century. But when Alexander Valley came to
mean (by 1910) the lands stretching across the Russian River
to the state highway now designated as 101 and the railroad
and running as far north as Geyserville, this was a rich grape
producing and wine producing region with many wineries. Though
many of the vines in Alexander Valley were pulled out in the
1930's when the demand for wine varied so much nationwide, the
valley never lost sight of its wine heritage, unlike Cloverdale
which turned to the Citrus Fair and citrus crops many decades
before and paid scant attention thereafter to viticulture.

The passage of time often brings about changes in the
public awareness or concepts of institutions, attitudes, even
geographic regions such as the area encompassed within a certain

named "valley." The "Valley of The Moon" is today strictly
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defined as being the same as the "Sonoma Valley." The "Valley
of the Moon" was made famous by writer Jack London who gave this
title to one of his books. But as can be discerned from the
advertisement on page 65 of this study, the Italian Swiss Colony
winery once advertised a grape juice as "Moonmist" and claimed
it came from the Valley of the Moon. This once was applied by
some individuals to the area stretching from the town of Sonoma
to northern Sonoma County. Sonoma Valley residents never appre-
ciated this attempted theft of their heritage, however.

The public concepts of what constitutes the lands of "Alex-
ander Valley" have changed considerably over the years. They
once were applied only to the two Spanish leagues of land (about

11,000 acres), given to Cyrus Alexander. But by the turn of the
century, Alexander Valley as a "valley" concept broadened and in
its northern extreme was carried to Geyserville and the immediate
vicinity.

There is no evidence, however, that the public concept of
Alexander Valley has changed in recent years to include the area

and/or town of Cloverdale, California.



An Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer

December 17, 1982

Mr. Jim Whitley, Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Federal Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washinaton, D.C. 20226

Dear Mr. Whitley:

As an elected representative of the City of Cloverdale, I am writing to
express our City Council's concern about the proposed viticultural area
to be known as Alexander Valley (Federa; Register vol. 47. No. 161.
August 19, 1982; notice no. 418.). We strongly believe that the
Cloverdale area should be included in this appellation.

Since its settling by westerners in the 1800's, the Cloverdale area has
been linked with the wine industry by our wineries and especially by our
land, of which the majority is planted in vineyards. Geographically it
is obvious that our valley is part of a larger east-west running valley;
the Alexander Valley. Just north of our town this valley ends abruptly
in craggy rocks where two mountain ranges meet. Going south, following
the course of the Russian River, the valley narrows and broadens at
various points, until finally ending near the Healdsburg/Chalk Hill area.
It seems arbitrary to us to cut the valley in two at one of these narrow
points when it so obviously ends naturally just north of Cloverdale.

The formation of viticultural appellation areas is to benefit the con-
sumer. As the Cloverdale area is part of one continuous valley that
historically has been planted with vineyards, it is consistent with the
goal of consumer protection to include Cloverdale in the Alexander
Valley appellation. The opposite ends of our valley certainly have
more in common with each other than there are differences between them
and make up a complete and unique micro-climate, the Alexander Valley.

We appreciate this opportunity to make our opinion known to you.

Sincerely,

_Jdack Domenichelli
Mayor

JD:jmc

cc: Nick Esposti
Sonoma County Supervisor
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