











































































































Kenneth R. Corliss

Medford, OR 97501

July 6, 1999

ATTN: Fed. Resister Notice No. 874
Chief, Regulations Division

Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms
P.O. Box 50221

Washington, DC 20091-0221

Re: Notice No. 874
Applegate Valley viticultural area

Gentlemen,
I am writing to oppose the creation of a wine appellation in the Applegate Valley.

In my opinion there is no meaningful difference between the climate and soils of the
Applegate Valley and the rest of the Rogue Valley. The temperatures in Grants Pass
to the west and Medford to the east are very similar. Since the Applegate Valley lies
in between these 2 cities, there is certainly no argument that the Applegate has any
important temperature difference. There are differences in precipitation as you move
around the Rogue Valley. But since all the agriculture here is based on irrigation
(due to summer drought), including grapegrowing, I can’t see any important
differences arising as to precipitation.

The different soils in the Rogue Valley are widely spread around the valley, including
the Applegate area. Soils found in the Applegate are also found in other areas.

I have lived in the Medford, Oregon area for 70 years. I grew up on a ranch in
Phoenix, Oregon where my family grew pears and I am well familiar with the climate
and soils of this area. I have a casual interest in Oregon wine, but I find the
Applegate wines to be brash and unattractive.

The notion that the Applegate Valley has special geographical features is without
substance.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth R. Corliss



DAVID R. BEAUDRY

ACTUARY & PENSION CONSULTANT 228 EAST MAIN STREET, SUITE B
MEDFORD. OR 97501
(541) 773-6705

MEMBER. AMERICAN SOCIETY
OF PENSION ACTUARIES

MEMBER. AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF ACTUARIES

U.S. TREASURY ENROLLED ACTUARY

July 6, 1999

Attn: Notice No. 874

Chief, Regulations Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 50221

Washington, DC 20091-0221

Re: 27/ CFR Part 9 [Notice No. 874;
Proposed Applegate Valley, AVA

Dear Sirs:

I oppose the creation of the proposed Applegate Valley American
Viticultural Area. My opposition is based on the fact that the
petitioner has completely failed to provide any evidence of geographical
features that distinguish the proposed area’s viticultural features from
the viticultural features of the surrounding Rogue Valley, AVA as
required by 27 CFR Section 4.25a (e) (2) (1ii).

My opposition is partly based on the petition’s false and misleading
statements contained in the above Federal Register Notice of May 6, 1999.
The quoted passages below are from the Federal Register Notice, except
where indicated.

I have enclosed a map showing the various sub-regions of the Rogue
Valley, AVA that I’'ve referred to in this letter.

PETITIONER’S EVIDENCE CONCERNING SOILS

“The petitioner states that soil types [in the Applegate Valley] are
generally granite in origin as opposed to the volcanic origin of the
Cascade Mountains to the east.”

This statement is false. Many of the soil series found in the Applegate
Valley are also found in abundance in adjoining areas of the Rogue
Valley, AVA. Some common examples include the following soil series:
Ruch, Shefflein, Vannoy, Selmac, Medford, Manita, Central Point. Many
more exist.

The west side of the Bear Creek Valley, Gold Hill, areas along the Rogue
River, lower Evans Valley, the Grants Pass Basin, and many areas of the
Illinois Valley all have soils which are granitic in origin. The
proposed area is not different as to the origin or composition of the
soils. Furthermore the petitioner has failed to demonstrate any
viticultural effects caused by the granite-based soils as opposed to the
volcanic soils.
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No scientific research has ever correlated a viticultural effect of
granite vs volcanic soils.

“According to the petitioner, the leaching of the more basic soil
components found in the Illinois Valley have left the soil slightly more
acidic than the soils in the proposed boundaries. The petitioner further
states that the soils outside the proposed boundaries to the east near
Rear Creek Valley tend to be less acidic than the soils in the proposed
boundaries. The soils in the Applegate Valley have a pH between 6.1 and
6.5 which are more ideal.” '

This statement is false. Also petitioner offers no proof of this
statement. Many decades of scientific research has failed to correlate
any “ideal” pH level with any viticultural effect or feature as called
for in the regulations. In other words any variation in soil pH anywhere
within the Rogue Valley is viticulturally insignificant.

“...s0il pH does not have much influence on the gquality of wines,
since quality wines are [known to be] produced on acidic, neutral
and alkaline soils.”

“At the moment, not one single soil constituent or element may be
said to be an absolutely decisive factor in wine quality”

Both quotes from: Experientia 42 (1986) page 862, by Gerard Sequin of the
Institute of Enology at the University of Bordeaux II

Concerning wine quality: “Soil chemistry and vine nutrition, within
the bounds of normal vine health and growth, play little role that
has yet been discerned...”

John Gladstones, Ph D & Richard E. Smart, Ph D, The Oxford Companion to
Wine (1994), page 886

“Despite the common opinion to the contrary, there seems to be
little connection between nutrition of the vine and wine character
or quality...”

Richard E. Smart, Ph D, The Oxford Companion to Wine (1994), page 1036

PETITIONER’S EVIDENCE CONCERNING CLIMATE

Petitioner states that “The precipitation in the Illinois Valley at Cave
Junction is 58.9 inches per year. The precipitation decreases to 31.1
inches, at Grants Pass, in the northeast and to 25.2 inches at Applegate.
In the Bear Creek Valley at Medford, the precipitation decreases further
to 18.3 inches per year.”
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The petitioner’s precipitation evidence is misleading. The petitioner
has failed to disclose that nearly all the vineyards in the Rogue Valley
are irrigated. This includes all the vineyards in the Illinois Valley,
which has the highest precipitation. Irrigation is also common in the
Applegate Valley, Grants Pass and Rogue River areas that have the medium
precipitation amounts. The petitioner fails to disclose that most of the
extra precipitation occurs in winter when the grapevines are dormant.

The petitioner fails to disclose that all of the Rogue Valley, AVA (and
most of the West Coast) suffers drought conditions during the growing
season, hence the need for irrigation.

The petitioner fails to demonstrate how precipitation variation within
the Rogue Valley causes a difference in the viticultural features of the
proposed area as required by the regulations. I submit that
precipitation variation within the various areas of the Rogue Valley, AVA
are irrelevant to any observed viticultural effect or feature.

“According to the petitioner, the average temperature in the Illinois
Valley during the growing season (April to October) is 2.5 degrees lower
than in the eastern valleys. The petitioner states that, cumulatively
this means that the degree-days rise from 4971 degree-days in Cave
Junction to 5602 degree-days in Grants Pass. This temperature data is
from a soil survey for Jackson and Josephine Counties and does not
compare with Winkler's values since it is based on temperature of 40
degrees Fahrenheit instead of 50 degrees Fahrenheit. According to the
Oregon Winegrape Grower's Guide, ~"As one moves from west to east, or
from the Illinois River Valley including Selma to the Applegate Valley
and into the Rogue Valley, good grape growing sites generally become
warmer due to the lessening of the marine air influence.'' The Oregon
Winegrape Grower's Guide goes on to point out that earlier ripening
varieties such as Pinot noir, Early Muscat, and Gewurztraminer, do well
in the Illinois Valley. In contrast, the Applegate Valley with its Region
II temperature range can ripen Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Chardonnay
two to three weeks earlier than is possible in the Illinois Valley.”

The petitioner’s temperature figures are misleading and tend to disprove
his contention that the proposed area is different from the surrounding
Rogue Valley, AVA as required by the regulatioms.

By quoting the cooler temperature figures for the Illinois Valley, the
petitioner is proving that it’s the Illinois Valley that’s different and
not the proposed Applegate Valley. Scientific research has shown
conclusively that temperature variation has important viticultural
effects on ripening and wine quality.

Unlike the Illinois Valley, the Applegate Valley has a typical Rogue
Valley, AVA temperature pattern. The proof of this can be found in
petitioner’s statement: “...the Applegate Valley with its Region II
temperature range can ripen Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Chardonnay
two to three weeks earlier than is possible in the Illinois Valley.” The
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petitioner fails to disclose that nearly all the Rogue Valley, AVA has
UCD Region II temperature conditions and can and does “...ripen Cabernet
Sauvignon, ...” etc. It is a long establish fact that Cabernet Sauvignon
(Oregon’s longest-season winegrape) ripens well in all parts of the
Applegate Valley, in lower Evans Valley, in the Agate Desert, in East
Medford, in Talent, and in the west hills of Ashland. The petitiocner’s
claim that the heat distribution in the proposed area is different from
the surrounding Rogue Valley, AVA is false. The demonstrated ripening
characteristics of Cabernet Sauvignon prove this point better than any
mere temperature figures.

For the record, the Josephine County Soill Survey, page 170 lists average
temperatures at Cave Junction (Illinois Valley), which convert to 2,273
grape-growing degree-days using Prof. Winkler’s U.C. Davis formula. This
means that the Illinois Valley is UCD Region I {up to 2500 grape-growing
degree-days) .

The same calculations for Grants Pass and Medford yields 2,729 and 2,648
grape-growing degree days respectively. This puts most of the Rogue
Valley, AVA at UCD Region II (between 2500 and 3000 grape-growing degree-
days). The petitioner agrees that the proposed area has UCD Region II
temperature conditions. See above petitioner’s quote.

A CONCLUSIVE PROOF

Arguments concerning the effects of geographical features are useless if
the resulting wines are of poor quality. I am of the opinion that the
lowest quality winegrapes in the Rogue Valley, AVA are coming from the
proposed area. The best red wines in the Rogue Valley are coming from
Evans Valley (world class Merlot), Talent (fine Merlot) and East Medford
(Cabernet Sauvignon). The best white wines are coming from the Illinois
Valley (Gewurztraminer, Pinot Blanc).

The ultimate proof that the Applegate Valley is producing low quality
grapes is the long-standing blending practices of Valley View Winery. At
Valley View Winery none of their current wines would be entitled to the
proposed Applegate Valley appellation because none of their wines contain
at least 85% Applegate Valley fruit. This is true even though Valley
View Winery has been bottling Rogue Valley wine for over 20 years, they
own a 25+ acre vineyard in the Applegate Valley near Ruch and their
winery is located in the Applegate Valley itself! The marketplace, along
with the good judgement of Valley View’s winemaker, has determined that
the best Rogue Valley wines are blends of grapes (which may include some
Applegate fruit) with grapes grown in Talent, Jacksonville, East Medford,
the Agate Desert, Grants Pass, etc. Some of Valley View Winery'’s most
expensive and award-winning wines contain no Applegate Vvalley fruit at
all. No better proof exists that there are no distinguishing
viticultural features to the Applegate Valley.
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I accept that ATF does not have jurisdiction to rule in matters of wine
guality. But the marketplace does. And the objective evidence is that
the marketplace has shown a clear preference for Rogue Valley, AVA wines
over Applegate Valley wines.

The petitioner has failed to provide any credible evidence of geographic
features that distinguish the viticultural features of the proposed area.
Also, the marketplace appears to have substantially rejected the product
of those alleged viticultural features regardless. Therefore, I suggest
that ATF have no choice under law but to deny the subject petition.

Sincerely,

David R. Beaudry

Enclosure: Map
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Situated at a higher elevation than the other
winegrowing areas of Oregon, the Rogue Valley
appellation is comprised of several distinct
growing climates. The western boundary of the
district is just 25 miles from the Pacific Ocean.
Rainfall within the region diminishes from west
to east and increases with elevation, with only
about 15% occurring during the grape growing
season, early April to late October. In
comparison to Oregon’s other winegrowing
appellations the days are hotter, nights cooler
and the varieties grown more diverse.
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Gamay Noir.
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This valley is drier and warmer than the &
Zinfandel.

BEAR CREEK VALLEY Annual Rainfall

widely planted to pears, is highly suited to
warmer climate grape varieties. Commercial
plantings include: Merlot, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc,
Pinot Gris, Sauv1gnon Blanc, Malbec, Syrah.
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DAVID R. BEAUDRY

ACTUARY & PENSION CONSULTANT

228 EAST MAIN STREET. SUITE B
MEDFORD. OR 97501
(541) 773-6705

MEMBER. AMERICAN SOCIETY
OF PENSION ACT JARIES

MEMBER. AMER'CAN ACADEMY
OF ACTUARIES

U.S. TREASURY ENROLLED ACTUARY

July 6, 1999

Attn: Notice No. 874

Chief, Regulations Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 50221

Washington, DC 20091-0221

Re: 27 CFR Part 9 [Notice No. 874}
Proposed Applegate Valley AVA

Dear Sirs:

I am writing to ask a question concerning the effect of the proposed
Applegate Valley American Viticultural Area on the existing Rogue
Valley American Viticultural Area (27 CFR 9.132) which it overlays.

If the Applegate Valley viticultural area is approved, will the
underlying Rogue Valley viticultural area be erased or in any way
modified? 1In other words, will a winery lose the right to use the
Rogue Valley appellation for grapes grown the Applegate Valley?

Please respond to the above address.

Sincerely,

David R. Beaudry, Petitioner
Rogue Valley, AVA
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Wooldridge Creek Vineyard
«? Wooldridge Creek Wines
' i 818 Slagle Creek Road

Grants Pass, OR 97527
(541) 846-6310

7 July 99

Chief, Regulations Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, And Firearms
P.0. Box 50221

Washington, DC 20091-0221

ATTN: Notice No. 874

Dear Ladies and/or Gentlemen:

We are writing to express out strong support for the petition of Mr. Bernard
E. Smith to establish a vitacultural area within the State of Oregon to be known
as "Applegate Valley".

We have lived in the Applegate Valley since 1976 and have been raising wine
grapes since 1979. We own 180 acres, 50 of which are dedicated to the growing
of grapes. We normally produce between 140 and 160 tons of grapes. We market
these grapes under the name "Wooldridge Creek Vineyard" and have produced approx-
imately 1000 cases of wine yearly under a growers privilege sales license. We
market the wine under the label "Wooldridge Creek". We are, we believe, currently
the largest producing vineyard in the Applebate Valley.

We have read Mr. Smith's petition and agree with his conclusions that enough
soil, climatic, and geographic distinctions exist as to consider the Applegate Valley
a separate vitacultural area within the Rogue Valley appelkation.

We understand there has been some opposition to the proposal. This we find
hard to fathom. From a marketing standpoint, approval of this petition would
not preclude any winery, utilizing all Applegate Valley grapes, from using the
appellation "Rogue Valley" on the label. It would give the winery the option
of using "Applegate Valley" on the label if, in fact, all the grapes origionated
from the Applegate Valley.

We find no reason not to approve kr. Smith's petition. Approval can ouniy be
benificial to the entire winegrape growing industry in Southern Oregon. This wéuld
allow wineries to stress the unique growing areas within the Rogue Valley Appellation.
Perhaps the Illinois Valley and the Bear Creek Valley should also be established
as separate vitacultural growing areas.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Warrick



DAVID R. BEAUDRY

ACTUARY & PENSION CONSULTANT 228 EAST MAIN STREET. SUITE B
MEDFORD. OR 97501
(541) 773-6705

MEMBER, AMERICAN SOCIETY
OF PENSION ACTUARIES

MEMBER. AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF ACTUARIES

U.S. TREASURY ENROLLED ACTUARY

January 23, 2000

Attn: Notice No. 874

Chief, Regulations Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
P.O. Box 50221

Washington, DC 20091-0221

Re: 27 CFR Part 9 [Notice No. 874}
Proposed Applegate Valley, AVA

Dear Sirs:

I understand that ATF has or will be receiving additional evidence and
information from the petitioner concerning the above viticultural area
petition.

This new evidence and information was not contained in the Federal
Register Notice of May 6, 1999 (Vol 64, Number 87), which deals with
this petition.

I filed a comment in July, 1999 concerning this Federal Register Notice
and I am requesting an opportunity to comment also on any new,
unpublished additional evidence, which the petitioner has submitted.

Please send me copies of any newly submitted documents from the
petitioner, and please allow a further comment period to deal with this
new evidence.

Respegtfully, ,

N\

David R. Beaudry
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Analysis of the Objections Raised to the Petition to Designate the Applegate Valley as an
AVA
Barnard Smith 8/4/99

Mr. Gerber is well known and well respected in the Oregon wine industry. He operates
both a winery and a vineyard. His comments deserve careful consideration particularly as
they are echoed by other writers. Essentially, he says while there are differences in the

" soils and climate among the various valleys in the Rogue Valley AVA there are also
similarities. Mr. Gerber wrote one of the articles cited in the petition(Gerber, T., Site
Selection in the Rogue Region, in Winegrape Growers' Guide, 4th edition, The Oregon
Winegrowers Association, Portland, OR 1992.). In it, Mr. Gerber stresses the importance
of the differences he now says are insignificant. [Please note the side bar on the map
provided by Foris Vineyards Winery. The earlier views of Mr. Gerber are reiterated on
this 1998 map.]
His third paragraph contains his real concern (with some side comments which detract).
He feels that marketing one AV A is better than trying to market several. He will be able
to make that decision in any case. Letters from others did not agree.

Mr. Corliss follows a similar path. He argues that since Applegate Valley is between
Grants Pass and Medford it's climate must be between the two. By ignoring Cave
Junction the argument appears plausible but he presents no facts to support his position.

Mz, Huffinan is confusing viticultural methods with soil and climate differences. These
were not the subject of the BATF regulations nor of the petition.

Both Mr. Corliss and Mr. Huffinan deride the wines from the Applegate Valley. One sees
them as brash, the other as bland. Unwittingly, they may have admitted that differences
exist.

Mr. Stevens has a significant background in this field. Had I known of his background I
would have included him among the soil scientists I consulted in preparing the petition.
His theme is that some similarities exist between some soils around Medford to some soils
within the Applegate Valley. In preparing the petition I compared soils of current
vineyards in each valley. However, in the petition, I limited myself to comparisons
provided by the soil scientists who had conducted the soil surveys of both counties
(Jackson and Josephine). He appears to have slipped in topic 2 where he places Bear
Creek the west of Illinois Valley. Thankfully, he admits that Illinois Valley is Region I Vs
Region II for the remainder of the Rogue AVA.

Mr. Beaudry's letter deserves special consideration. Ten years ago he was a member of a
comrnittee of local grape growers concerned with designating some area in Southermn
Oregon as an AVA. Members included Ted Gerber, Nancy Tappan and Robert Kerivan (
whose letter you have not received). Also Mr. Beaudry was the author of petition for
Rogue Valley AVA. Unfortunately, his connection with the industry continues to be
somewhat tenuous. He is not connected with a winery or does he grow grapes
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commercially. He has found experts who apparently disagree with the experts I have
relied on. In his desire to "protect" the Rogue Valley AVA he is challenging the BATF
program of identifying wine regions based on soil and climatic differences. He and his
references say that soil and climate do not affect wine quality even though the rest of the
world feels that they do and he must have felt they did when he wrote the earlier petition.

Mr. Evans letter was written in haste. No area will be removed from the Rogue Valley
AVA if this petition is accepted. The wineries referred to in the petition were Troon
Vineyard and Winery, Valley View Winery, John Michael Champagne Cellars, The
Academy of Wine of Oregon, Wooldridge Creck Wines and Drobney Vineyard &
Winery(since deceased and the winery closed). The twenty letters of support are mainly
from vineyvard owners in the Applegate Valley. See the letter from Ron Burley for the
official acreage in vineyards in the valley.

As an after comment, I have a doctor's degree in engineering from Stanford and have a
forty year track record in teaching, research and consulting.





