



































Larry S. Mims

Hemilton, Mi. L9419
October 20, 1979

Direc tor

Bureau Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms
P.0.,Box 385

Washington, D, C, 2004l

Att: Chief, Reguktions a d Procedures Division
Re: Notice 328
Dear Sir:

Please make this letter a part of the record on the granting
of an American Vinticultural Area Designation for Augusta, Mo.

While I have not seen the filing for the particular boundries;
I am very familiar with the area and the wineries therein, I
would like to have a copy of the application with supvorting
documents if available but do not feel that they are necessary
to add comment before your hearing scheduled for Nov. 1, 1979.

The Augusta area is unique geographically and culturally. This
German community is a most beautiful area with steep hills, very
much like German wine land, above the broad Missouri River valley.
The distinctive wines reflect the peculiarities of this micro-
climate. Such wines come from varieties like the Villard Blanc
and Chancellor. These are characteristically diffement from
other such wines even within the state of Missouri,

I have in my personal cellar wines from Montelle and Mb. Pleasant.
I also have wines from Midi Vineyard in Lone Jackmy Mo.3 I enjoy
a1l of them as the occasion permits but I do note regional
differences although all vineyards are from the same state and
same latitude. I would note regional diffences in comparason
with wines from Indiana such as Golden Rain Tree, Villa Madeo,

and Easley; also from a midwestern climate and similar latitude.

I enjoy wines from all ofer the world and am a member of several
French wines societies and have served in local wine clubs, It

has however been a source of particular pride that I have been able
to observe the substancial improvement of Eastern wines and the use
their individual climates. None has done a better job of this

than the wineries near Augusta, Mo.

I think the grenting of the first vinticultural area to Augusta
would be most proper. I would also think that this action
would recognize the respect now due for BEastern regions and
their wines, I urge you to the swift granting of this
designation.

Sincerely yours,






