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Wines of Mz'chz"gan

4 LtHOUGH Michigan ranks fourth among
* the states in grape growing and fifth in
wine production, few of our connoisseur writers ever write
anything about Michigan wines. Yet 1 have tasted many
Michigan wines ang found them all clean and sound, and more
than a few lately that I have rated as excellent. The fruit belt of

* Michigan is as capable, climatically speaking, of producing fine

- Sl

wines as most of “the “other viticultural distric
Rockics. nclading even the justly Tamous Tinger Lake
of New York. But un vryTa’(éﬁ,fhéMitﬁTganwmenesnev”er '.
“tried to produce anything fine, for reasons only their history
and their peculiar state law can explain. Now, however, with
newly planted Old World wine grape varieties, with new
modern wineries and modernization of some of the old, they
__are trying, and the image of their wines has begun to change.
< The best way to know Michigan wines is to visit the wineries,
“ which numbered a dozen at last count, with at least three more
‘planned. They are hospitable, offering tasting and tours from
pring through fall daily including Sunday afternoons. There is
three-day grape and wine festival at the fairgrounds near Paw
Paw in the latter half of September, when you can sniff the
grape fragrance as you approach the town. Some of the
individual wineries also hold festivals of their own.
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usually retard the buds from openin; until danger of killing
#6575 has passed. Lhis Beneficent cimatic influence enables
B ay From the Indiana bordes north fo Grand
Traverse Bay, a stretch of some two hundred miles. ’

Tr four southwestern_counties—Van Buren, Berrien, Cass,
an

_,_Wdfﬂdfeggn more "c‘ﬁan"lv_s\‘,‘oop_ acres. ar?;ranteaffa grapes,
mostly piek 6

¢d by the new mechanical harvesting machines . 1
since 1968. All but a few hundred acres here are Concords,
because four fifths of the state’s grape crop is used for juiceand .
jelly or is sold fresh for table use. The other fifth goes into wine.

At the far northern end of the fruit belt, the lake-bordered
peninsula that is Leelanau County and the Old Mission Penin-
cula to the east have climates that are less hospitable to-
Concords and more hospitable to wine grapes. Until now
cherries have been the principal fruit crop on these two penin-
sulas, which extend north of Traverse City, the sour cherry
capital of America. Vineyards of French hybrid and Vinifera
wine grapes have been newly planted among the cherry or-
chards, and the four newest Michigan wineries are here.

Michigan’s new interest in winegrowing has also inspired
some planting of vines on the eastern side of the state between
Lakes Huron and Erie. A new winery there, however, makes
mainly wines of fruits other than grapes. I even have heard
reports of a vineyard being ‘planned on Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula, which crosses the forty-sixth parallel, almost as far
north as Germany’s Rhineland and the Champagne district of
France. S v

What has caused the recent increase in Michigan winegrow-
ing is that wine consumption in the state has more than doubled
in this decade. So many new vineyards have been planted that
Horticulture Professor Gordon S. Howell of the state university
has warned Michigan farmers about creating grape surpluses,
of which this state has had its share in the past. g
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“adjoining hillside. While Wémng for their vines to proddce they-

i undertakmg Douglas, with degrees in biology and chemistry,
father and mother all help in the business. The 60,000-gallon"
room, a home-winemaking supply shop, and balconies from"

- which visitors can watch how the wines are made. The first.

‘estate-bottled Fenn Valley De Chaunac was due in 1978, T

~ from 1-196 for three mxles then turn nght on 92nd Street one.
- mile to 122nd Avenue. - :
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The Welsch famxly s Fenn Valley Vineyard, three miles
theast of Fennville in Allegan Countyl is Michigan’s closest
1 oach fo a uro bean winegrowing estate. The romance o
attracted” Chicago uﬁﬁermanm Welsch and his
wology* teacher son Douglas, both home winemakers, to Fenn
Valley in 1974. They built homes for their families there and "
began plantmg their first forty acres of hybrid and Vinifera

made their first wines of local blueberries and cherries, ‘then
brought Riesling and Gewiirztraminer grapes from Washmgton
State, and made some excellent table wines. Theirs is a family. -
is the winemaker. His wife Lynn, who teaches school, and hi

winery is a model of completeness for its size, with a tasting

h Fenn Valley Vineyard, take the Fenn exit (M-89) ea
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APPENDIX P

In viewing Fennville fifty-three years ago--Octo-
ber, 1871--we found a new railroad line on the east
a long uncovered corduroy road across a swamp, and
on the west side of the swamp there were a few ash
heaps. On the higher ground to the west there stood
the mill boardmghouse on the south side of the road
. E. chiurch that Mr. Fenn had built
standing near the road on the present school house lot.
Right here we let our voicc fall

Now, at the begi 2
cider m;ll and vine gar. factoxy ‘Sanocide spray works,

uring mill, canning factory, co-operative fruit
exchang,, Iumber oom‘an newspaper and printing

jewel X store, Lt.‘ -
aternal societies arc: Masons, Odd Fellows,

Rebekahs, Eastern Stars, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls,”

Rubenstein Music Club, Fennville Woman's Club,
Business Men's Association. Parent Teacher Associa-
tion. Also there is a Farm Bureau Co-operative
Association with their various lines of supplies, in-
cluding feed and coal, and the Steffin coal yards.
The 1920 census gave Fennville a population of 547.
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THE FRUIT SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION /
e DE e \"..7: 4

press Co. was carmrying
by the 100 equaled six cents for a fifth-bushel basket
of peaches. Several growers got together and evolved
the idca of handling it themselves, in the interest of
the gowers, Arrangements were made with a Mr.
Goodrich of Chicago, who was engaged in unloading

The growers were organized under the name of
porated, and closed a contract with the railroad com-
pany wﬁéreby they were to take over the entire charge
of loading and unloading the fruit cars. Mr. Harvey
J. Kingsley was elected president and john H. Crane
secretary. They really stepped into the shoes of the
express company, assumed all responsibility, and paid
the railroad a hauling rate that amounted to less than
two and three-fourths cents per fifth basket. They be-
gan the season of 1889 with a charge to the shipper of
three and a half cents a basket but soon found they

~could pay all expenses with a three cent charge, and
there was yet a balance left in the treasury, thereby
gaining a 50 per cent cut in charges.

While the express company was charging six cents
a basket the boats were charging five cents, which
rate was soon cut to meet the new rail charge.

The _growers carried on the business for twenty .
é%aﬁkand until after the freeze of 1906, which killed
hc peach wees and removed the necessity of the

association's further eXistenice.
Much credit for the success of this enterprise is due
to the capable management of A. L. Whitbeck in
loading the cars and manifesting the shipments,
1In one year the saving in freight W the growers o
* this section amounted to $180, 000 and it was care-

fully figured by Mr. Crane and Edward Hutchins that - :

the total saving during the life of the association

X 4
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amounted to over 1,000,000. J. R. Goodrich shipped
40, 000 baskets one year, and his savings in freight
was around $1,200.

GOOD ROADS MOVEMENT
In addition to_this saving to the shippers there was
still' a i 1ce, amounting to from 3500 to

$1,200 per year, left in the weasury, which was used
Om

from year to year to_improve the roads west from
Fcﬁ%;m Bad grades were reduced and gravel
applied, the results of which we know so well, and

before the end of this work the town line was in good
condition for about four miles west, as well as some

of the north and south roads. The association did not.
take over the road work, as is dﬁ'ﬁé“"fi?"ffx“é""étgfjélﬁé%'&'.‘

but put their work on as an addition t the regular
£ s sicth. e ermebcson

An interesting discovery was that when the survey-
ors came to lay out the grade for the present M~-89
state road they found nearly all the leveling and
grading done by the growers was perfect, so they
made very little change. Some grading was domne by
the state to get dirt for widening the crossway along
section 1, Ganges. The growers had no survey but
left the supervision work to John T. Dickenson, who
leveled it by the eye.”

PIONEFR COOPERA TIVE MARKETING

The first co-operative marketing here was in 1897
~ wheéfi tWo companies were or ﬁ'fzeé with perhaps a

B Members each--the Fennville Fruit Company,
Wit Ed Hawlcy president, C. B. Welch secretary, -
and James Wark manager , and the Fruitgrowers Com-
pany, Lid., with Edward Hutchins pres!ﬁenf.' (5 vy - g
memy, J. E. Hutchinson treasurer, and
J. H. Crane and L. D. Wadsworth directors. Besides
the officers named W. H. Owen was its first manager.
Both companies built:large packing houses, that.p
Ip By the Fennville Fruit Company now bel
pied DV the ' =
built by the Fruitgrowe
down and the F nnvi

Fennville T

Both of these associations enjoyed two seasons of
successful ope when the severe freeze of 189¢

T have been unable to obtain statistics of the
amount of business done by the Fennville Fruit Com=-
pany, but from a statement of the Fruitgrowers Com=
pany it appcars that in 1898 there were 65 cars sold,
mostly peaches, for which $18, 783 was received, and
sales in less than car lots brought the total receipts to
$19,321.81. The sales made by the other company
were probably about the same. [ have no hesitancy
in saying that if these organizations had been estab-
lished so as to have handled the crops of 1896 the out-
put of each would have been considerably in excess

of 100, 000 bushels.

Weed € (o. were working this whole territory, and

J. F. Barron and Fred liall had salestooms in Fennville
and George Clapp in Glenn. At that, there was a
shortage ot packages that year.

THE PRESENT FRUIT EXCHANGES -
At the present ti nnville Fruit Fxchan
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