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PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY SANTINO WINES
SHENANDOAH VALLEY, PLYMOUTH, CALIFORNIA
ALCOHOL 14% BY VOLUME

The Santino Winery is logated in the
Shenandoah Valley of Amador County,
California. Amador County having
warm days and cool Sierra Nevada
Foothill nights produces some of

California’s finest Zinfandel wines.

This wine is 1980 Zinfandel, grown by
Eschen Vineyards in Fiddletown,
Amador County. Chester Eschen’s 60
year old non-irrigated vineyard, is
grown using the old fashioned head
pruning method, which produces
small yields of high quality Zinfandel.
The wine was uniquely fermented by
submerging the cap throughout fer-
mentation and cellar aged in small
French oak barrels. Due to the wines
small production, we were able
to carefully watch its development,
thus being able to avoid fining or
filtering the wine. Because of the low
vineyard yield, we*produeed only a
limited amount, this being
bottle of 1,430 cases:

For more information about our wines,
tastings and tours, please call or
write us at the winery.

Scott Harvey
Winemaker

The Santino Winery is located in the
Shenandoah Valley of Amador County,
California. Amador County having
warm days and cool Sierra Nevada
Foothill nights produces some of
California’s finest Zinfandel wines.

This wine is 1980 Zinfandel, grown by
Eschen Vineyards in Fiddletown,
Amador County. Chester Eschen’s 60
vear old non-irrigated vineyard, is
grown using the old fashioned head
pruning method, which produces
small ylelds of high quality Zinfandel.
The wine was uniquely fermented by
submerging the cap throughout fer-
mentation and cellar aged in small
French oak barrels. Due to the wines
small production, we were able
to carefully watch its development,

: thqs being able to avoid fining or
filtering the wine. Because of the low
vineyard yield, we produced only a
limited amount, this being
bottle of 1,430 cases.

For more information about our wines,
tastings and tours, please call or
write us at the winery.

Scott Harvey
Winemaker
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August 9, 1982

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Research and Regulations Branch
Washington, D.C. 20226

Gentlemen:

I am writing in support of the petition by the
Fiddletown Grape Growers for a Fiddletown appellation.

As winemaker and winery manager for Santino Winery,
I have used Zinfandel grapes from the Fiddletown area every
year since the winery was bonded in 1979. The grapes from
Chester Eschen's 60-year-old vineyards have produced our best
and most expensive Zinfandel wines. Each vintage has come in
with the sugar-acid balance conducive to producing some of
the world's finest wines.

The name Fiddletown has been developed on the Santino
Winery label, and the consumer has a strong acceptance of the
Fiddletown name as being associated with the highest quality
attainable in Zinfandel wine. We support the Fiddletown
appellation so that we may continue using the name on future
bottlings. We would suffer greatly in the marketplace if the
Fiddletown name were to be missing from our label.

As a consultant to Fiddletown Vineyards, a promising
new vineyard, and as a young family man in Amador County, I
am currently looking for vineyard land of my own. My first
choice is the Fiddletown area, because it grows the highest
quality Zinfandel grapes in California.

Sincerely,

Scott Harv
Winemaker



July 24,1982

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
Research and Regulations Branch
Washington, D. C. 20226

Dear BATF Representative:

We write 1in support of the petition of the Fiddletown Growers Association for a
Fiddietown appelation. As an Amador County, California winery, we are especially
well acquainted with the high quality grapes of the Fiddletown area. We have bought
Fiddletown Zinfandel grapes during each year of our wine production and plan to
continue to do so indefinitely. The Fiddletown growing region produces some of the
best Zinfandel grapes in existence, and has achieved nationwide renoun. Our 1980
Fiddletown Zinfandel 1label bears the words "Fiddletown, Amador County Zinfandel".
That designation brings a higher price and ensures rapid sales. Discerning Zinfandel
wine buyers know the significance of the region. It is of the utmost importance to
the wine industry and to wine consumers that this appellation be granted.

The Fiddletown region 1is one of the oldest premium grape growing areas in
California. Some of its vines are over 100 years of age. It is largely responsible
for the "discovery" of Zinfandel as a premium wine. Growers in Fiddletown have sold
to Harbor and Sutter Home Wineries =-- the first wineries to produce a premium
Zinfandel from Amador County. More crucial to the reputation of the area, however,
is the fact that it has provided Zinfandel to such prestigious wineries as Ridge,
David Bruce, Carneros Creek, and Mondavi. The Ridge Fiddletown Zinfandel is known to
many connoisseurs as the best Zinfandel in the world. The great fame of the
Fiddletown Zinfandel is due to the fact that its Zinfandel grapes ripen with both a
high sugar and high acid levels, making it a wine that lasts. A well-aged Fiddletown
Zinfandel is second to none.

In addition to the approximately 160 acres of established vineyards in Fiddietown,
there is much prime vineyard acreage that will no doubt be developed within the next
few years. It is reasonable to assume that the Fiddletown region will contain at
.least 500 acres of Zinfandel within the next decade.

There is no doubt in our minds that the Fiddletown region qualifies as a distinct
viticultural area, and that it is a viticultural area of such importance that it is
crucial that it be granted the appellation of Fiddletown as requested. It would be a
disservice to the discerning wine consumer to let this important wine region's name
go into labeling obsolescence.
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